~0~

PART Two

TIMBFR BONANZA

CHAPTER ONE
SAD DEMISE OF THE MIGHTY KAURT FORESTS

CHAPTER Two

FHARVESTING TIMBER

CHAPTER THREE

TIMBER SHIPPED FROM HOXKIANGA AND KATPARA HARBOURS

CHAPTER FOUR

1888: KAURT TIMBER COMPANY

SOURCES/BIBLIOGRAPHY




7
SaAD DEMISE OF THE MAGNTFICENT
KAURT FORESTS

LEFT: THE MIGHTY KAURI TREE.

Kauri timber was the first New Zealand natural resource to
be extracted by Europeans, and the first export.

The first recorded Kauri cut was at Manawaroa Bay in the
Bay of Islands by Marion du Fresne in 1772, for his ship’s
foremast.

| The export trade commenced when the British Royal Navy
ship “Fancy” took 200 trees for spars from Doubtless Bay in
Northland and the Coromandel Coast in 1794, 25 years
after Captain James Cook’s rediscovery of New Zealand in
1769.

Merchants from Sydney in the newly settled New South
Wales colony, and British Navy merchants were actively
trading at the turn of the 19th century.

At first, with access only from the coast, relatively young, straight trees were cut that were
ideal as masts and spars for sailing ships.

European trading ships started entering the Kaipara Harbour about 1838 to trade for
timber. Most of the Kauri timber was extracted during the 19th century.

Before the turn of the century, Kauri was milled at an average rate of 236,000 cubic metres
a year. The rate of production after a final ten-year boom period in the late 19th and early
20th century declined to an annual average of 3000 cubic metres.

The magnificent Kauri forests that once covered 1.6 million hectares (4 million acres) of the
northern half of the North Island were destroyed by logging, fire and clearing for farming to
leave about 7,000 hectares (18,000 acres) of remnants, mainly in the Waipoua forests in
Northland, and State forest on the Coromandel Peninsula. Most of the Kauri timber was
extracted during the 19th century. Before the turn of the century, Kauri was milled at an
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average rate of 236,000 cubic metres a year. The rate of production after a final ten-year
boom period in the late 19th and early 20th century declined to an annual average of 3000
cubic metres.

It took another 70 years of Kauri logging before realization of the dwindled resource, and a
growing public sentiment to save the forest, caused government policy to be established
for protection in 1973. This was the first protective legislation for an indigenous tree in New
Zealand.

Starting in about 1830, after three decades of removing small trees, pit sawyers moved into
the forests to cut logs into boards for local and export markets. Kauri rapidly became the
preferred timber for house construction, furniture, and boatbuilding. The wood is soft, but
strong and durable, with an even straight grain free of knots. Kauri is so easy to work that it
is possible to plane against the grain.

Sawmills were first established in the late 1830’s, and soon there were numerous small
mills powered initially by water wheels, and then later with steam, cutting logs from Kauri
forests around the sheltered harbors of Northland, Auckland and the Coromandel
Peninsula.

Industry expansion was in excess of demand in the 1880’s causing many mills to declare
bankruptcy.

The Kauri Timber Company was formed in 1888 by a group of financiers in Melbourne,
Australia, and quickly gained a monopoly of the Kauri industry by the takeover of a number
of the distressed milling companies.

It owned and operated as many as thirty mills at one time, and shipped Kauri to Australia
and the West Coast of the United States.

With the depletion of Kauri resources, the company diversified operations into other
timbers, by taking over other milling companies including the ‘White Pine Company’ in
1902, Ellis and Burnand in 1904, and Butler Brothers in 1907.

In 1961 the Kauri Timber Company was itself taken over by Fletcher Timber Ltd, which is
today New Zealand’s second largest forestry company, operating in a number of countries.
The depressed state of the Kauri industry continued until 1897, by which time 75 percent of
the Kauri forests had been cut. Production then increased in a final great boom period that
reached a peak in 1907. From thereon Kauri production declined, and minor quantities
were milled from 1920 until 1973 when Kauri became protected. The supply of logs from
private land had almost ceased in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, but continued from
State forests.

About 3000 Kauri dams were built in New Zealand in the 19th century and early 20th
century. Called driving dams, they were built to transport large quantities of logs
downstream from areas with no roads.
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They played a significant part in the destruction of the forest, in making the removal of
trees from inaccessible areas possible, and in the forest damage and soil erosion caused by
the massive surge of logs and water. Even so, it is difficult not to recognize the impressive
feats in building them without engineering drawings or calculations.

The Kauri dams withstood the pressure of tons of water, and a massive force of logs and
water surging through them when the dam was tripped. Many Kauri dams are still in place
today.

In the year of 1832 the idea of harvesting the Kauri tree and other trees such as the Totara
and Kahikatea for commercial purposes between the Hokianga and Northern Wairoa was
discussed in earnest between a European and local Maori.

The Jewish merchant, Joel Polack on his journey through the Waipoua forest 1832 meets up
with Parore Te Awha the ruling chief of this area at the time and the following conversation
as recorded by Joel took place...

This chief, after silence could be obtained from the Babel of tongues, commenced a
discourse on the subject of my journey, regretted that his agricultural pursuits prevented
him from the satisfaction of accompanying me, as his heart was set upon having
commercial Europeans residing in his various settlements; that, unfortunately, his people
had nothing to employ their thoughts or hands, after planting, but themes of war and
renewing old grievances; but, if commerce was instituted among his tribe, they would be
employed in working for articles that would prove most serviceable to them, by dressing the
korari, or flax, felling timber, and planting provisions for other markets. | assented to all that
the chief advanced.

Previously to taking leave, Parore showed me a puka-puka, written in English by a European
residing on the Hokianga, announcing his intention, together with a company of commercial
men in Sydney, to take the trade of flax and spars into their own hands. | bade the chief
dismiss any fears as to the object of my journey, as it was intended to benefit natives and
Europeans generally; that, if the river was found to be navigable for shipping, his lands
would be rendered as valuable as the soil in the vicinity of those rivers inhabited by
Europeans.

The chief was much pleased with my answer, which carried conviction. He gave me his
nephew, Tamaroa, a smart active young chief, and a young friend, as companions in my
journey, desiring them to use their influence in procuring me canoes, to accelerate my
mission in descending the rivers Kaihu, Wairoa, and Kaipara.

The chief then presented me with additional provisions for the journey, also a pig which had
originally belonged to Tamaroa, and now followed him with the fidelity of a dog. An
increase to our stock of vegetables was added, with some bundles of fern-root and dried
fish. I, then, made my troop pass on before me, and hastened away.
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Kauri timber was the first New Zealand natural resource to be extracted by Europeans, and
the first export.




2
HARVESTING TIMBER

MEN OF THE BUSH

IN 1911 TRAVEL WRITER W. H. KOEBEL DESCRIBED

THE NEW ZEALAND BUSH MAN

“Clad in blue dungaree trousers and coarse grey shirt, with
clasp-knife in his belt, he plies his long-handled, keen-
bladed axe with lithe, supple movements: He is of spare
rather than of heavy build, but every muscle in his frame is
of iron blended with elasticity. His arms and bearded face
are tanned to dark mahogany, and his eye glows with the
steady, keen light that only those who live their lives with
nature possess”

LEFT: ONE MAN HOLDING AN AXE ANOTHER MAN SITTING ON A FELLED KAURI: BOTH WEARING
HOBNAILED BOOTS AND WOOLLY HATS. A TWO MAN CROSS CUT SAW RESTS ON THE LOG.

BusH CAMPS

Close-knit teams of bush men often lived in remote camps, working up to 12 hours a day,
six days a week. Sunday jobs included sharpening tools and doing laundry.

Alcohol was usually forbidden, but the men relaxed by smoking pipes, playing cards and
holding men-only buck dances.

1 FROM AUCKLAND WAR MEMORIAL MUSEUM
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The all-important cook was up at 4 a.m. to prepare a huge breakfast of porridge and meat
stew. The men had jam sandwiches for lunch, but expected a dinner of soup, meat and
vegetables, and pudding.

The cook announced meals by blowing on a bullock horn, which also raised the alarm if
there was an accident. Injured men could face slow death or a painful trip to reach medical
help.

Most bush camps were all-male, but sometimes the wife and children of the boss lived
there too, the woman cooking for the men.

TREE FELLING

Gangs of bush men felled trees using axes and two-man crosscut saws. A scarf (wedge-
shaped cut) was chopped in the trunk, on the side where the tree was expected to fall. The
tree was then sawn through from the other side. Usually trees were cut singly, but a skilled
bushman could fell several at a time in a drive. He did this by chopping scarfs in a line of
trees up a hill, and then felling the highest tree, which took down the others like a row of
dominoes.

Bushmen sometimes admired their beautiful surroundings, even though their work
eventually destroyed many native forests. They learned bush lore, such as how to extract
Matai beer— drinkable sap — from Matai trees.

LEFT: FOUR MEN USE TIMBER JACKS TO SHIFT A HUGE LOG. THE
TIMBER JACK WAS A NEW ZEALAND ADAPTATION OF THE SCREW
JACK, AND WAS WIDELY USED IN THE BUSH WHEN OTHER
METHODS OF MOVING LOGS WERE UNAVAILABLE. THE JACK HAD
A SPEAR-SHAPED BAR FITTED INTO A STOCK, WHICH CONTAINED
A RATCHET OPERATED BY A SYSTEM OF COGS. TURNING A
HANDLE MOVED THE BAR UP OR DOWN. ONE END OF THE JACK
WAS HELD ON THE GROUND, WHILE THE SPEAR END OF THE BAR
WAS FITTED UNDER THE LOG. THE HANDLE WAS THEN TURNED
CLOCKWISE TO MOVE THE BAR UP AND ROLL THE LOG SIDEWAYS

FELLING TREES WITH WOOD

The hard wood of one native tree, the
Rata, was used to help fell other trees.
Early bushmen made strong axe handles from Rata, and it was also used to build sawmills
and sawmilling machinery. The sleepers of tramways made to transport logs out of the
bush were often Rata.
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TRANSPORT

Trees were sawn into logs before being taken to the mill. During this process the logs were
moved using the timber jack (a New Zealand adaptation of a screw jack). Teams of bullock’s
hauled logs to the mill, and in rugged areas, chutes, rolling and skidding roads and bush
tramways were used. Driving dams helped float Kauri, the only buoyant native timber,
down rivers — when water was released from behind the dam, the logs cascaded
downstream with it.

About 3000 Kauri dams were built in New Zealand in the 19th century and early 20th
century. Called driving dams, they were built to transport large quantities of logs
downstream from areas with no roads.

They played a significant part in the destruction of the forest, in making the removal of
trees from inaccessible areas possible, and in the forest damage and soil erosion caused by
the massive surge of logs and water. Even so, it is difficult not to recognize the impressive
feats in building them without engineering drawings or calculations.

The Kauri dams withstood the pressure of tons of water, and a massive force of logs and
water surging through them when the dam was tripped. Many Kauri dams are still in place
today.
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ABOVE: JUST ONE OF MANY PLANS FOR A DAM. BASICALLY WHEN THE WATER REACHED THE TOP THE GATE IN THE CENTRE WAS TRIPPED-OPENED AND
THE WATER WOULD RUSH THROUGH TRANSPORTING THE TIMBER LOGS ALONG WITH IT.

BELOW: A SUBSTANTIAL TIMBER DAM WITH TWO TRIP GATES IN THE CENTRE.




ABOVE: LOGS WAITING FOR THE GATE TO BE TRIPPED OR OPENED.
AT LEFT A PICNIC BY THE POOL THE DAM HAS CREATED.

BELOW: LOGS BEING WASHED DOWN STREAM AFTER THE DAM HAD BEEN OPENED OR TRIPPED.
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ABOVE: THE DEATH OF ANOTHER NORTHLAND GIANT
SUCCESSIVE STAGES IN FELLING A KAURI TREE

SAWMILLING

Once the gate way into the Hokianga and Kaipara Harbour’s had been navigated the export
of Kauri and other timbers began in earnest and prior to about 1840 the timber industry for
these Harbour’s had been confined to the preparation of spars for ships initially for the
British Navy and small quantities of pit sawn timber for supply to the early settlers and for
export.

Mostly Kauri, but puriri, rimu and the white pine (kahikatea) were also cut in quantity.

Some timber was milled near the logging site. Logs were jacked into position on a platform
over a pit. They were then cut up by two men using a crosscut saw, one standing on top of
the log and one beneath.
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Pit-sawing could not keep up with the demand for timber, and from the 1840s, water-
powered sawmills were built. After 1865 steam-powered mills appeared.

Sawmilling was skilled work. Sawyers had to judge how to cut a log to get the correct size
and grade of timber. Like logging, milling was risky. Early machinery lacked safety guards,
and there were some gruesome accidents. From the 1890s sawmill and timber workers
unions helped improve conditions of work.

LEFT: SOME OF MY RELATIONS PIT SAWING
TIMBER IN THE WAIKATO

Small individually owned
mills dotted the shores of
the Harbours and navigable
rivers with varying success
until 1888, when the giant
Melbourne-based Kauri
Timber Company swept in
with new technology and a
firm financial base.

They bought up existing

mills throughout the Kauri lands and established new ones.

Within thirty years the hills were stripped of most usable timber and little but scrub and
bare stumps remained, bordering Harbours, which had lost their pristine clarity through the
dumping of sawdust and the beginnings of soil erosion.

With the timber dwindling the Kauri Timber Company moved on, closing most of its large
mills and leaving a population searching for new employment.
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TIMBFR MILLING

HOXTANGA AND KATPARA HARBOURS

HOKIANGA

The prosperity of Hokianga was built on flax, Kauri gum and Kauri timber. Timber mills were
well established by the 1880’s and milling operations were conducted at Kohukohu,
Rangiora, Koutu, Waima, Rawene, Horeke, and Waimamaku. The chief gum areas were
near Taheke, at Koutu, and around Rangi Point.

Europeans relied for their living almost exclusively on local resources: Felling, sawing and
preparing timber for exporting and also for the local market as European settlers
demanded. The ship-building industry that developed at Horeke was of course also based
on timber resources.

By 1827 the timber industry on the Hokianga was in full swing as a notice that appeared in
the Sydney Gazette May 1827 would indicate...

A branch of commerce had been entered into by Messrs Raine and Ramsey. The speculation
consists of an extension of trade with New Zealand. A cargo of produce was brought up the
other day in the barque “Faith” consisting of spars, fine deal planks, and forty tons of flax.

A few days later the same journal stated...

About fifty English men from this port (Sydney) are at Hokianga, sawing timber for deals
and instructing the Maori in shipbuilding.

In October 1827 when Earle Augustus, the artist and author, visited the Horeke settlement
beside the Hokianga Harbour with Captain Kent in the Governor Macquarie, he was
surprised to see that, there were store-houses, dwelling houses and various offices for the
mechanics: and every department seemed as well filled as it could have been in a civilised
country.
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By the end of 1831, then, it could fairly be said that a lively trade in Kauri timber with the
Europeans had been initiated between Hokianga and Sydney: in garden provisions and
pork as well as timber, with the Maori people.

It was at Pakanae, the settlement of Chief Moetara, that all this begun, but Kohukohu
ultimately became the most successful of the timber settlements: it soon became the main
base for the timber gatherers situated upstream from the Narrows of the Hokianga
Harbour.

LEFT: SAILING SHIPS AT KOHUKOHU HOKIANGA

2
HARBOUR.

THIS PLACE HAD BEEN GIVEN THE NAME DEPTFORD,
AND ALREADY THE SCHOONER ENTERPRISE HAD BEEN
BUILT HERE, LAUNCHED AND HAD GONE TO SEA.

2 SOURCE: EARLE, AUGUSTUS, 1793-1838
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WILLIAM WEBSTER

LEFT: WILLIAM WEBSTER WAS THE FIRST SETTLER IN THE WAIRERE BOULDER VALLEY HOKIANGA AND
ERECTED NEW ZEALAND'S FIRST WATER DRIVEN TIMBER MILL.

William was born in 1816 in Montrose Scotland. He was in the
process of studying medicine in Glasgow when the travel bug
hit him and he wanted to try his fortune in the colonies and
left in 1839 for New Zealand. He arrived at Wellington on
Sunday 23.02.1840 on board the Bengal Merchant.

William settled at Wairere in the Hokianga where the big
Kauri trees grew. He brought out with him a sawmill plant.
This was New Zealand's first water driven timber mill.
Production started in 1845. His genial nature caused the
natives to place great confidence in him. For years in the early days he held services
amongst them, and before there was a doctor on the river, he attended to their ailments
with considerable success.

In May 1841 William had a happy reunion with his brother John, who decided to join him
and help him to get the mill going.

In 1842 they were joined by a third brother named George. He stayed with William and
John, but went back to Scotland in 1845 when the troubles with Hone Heke began.

A flood damaged The Webster's saw mill. The timber business declined and he abandoned
operations. He sold the mill and parts of the machinery were put at Mahurangi in a flour
mill. The circular saw etc. was sold to Thomas Henderson.

In 1851 William married Annabella or Hana whose mother was a close relative of the big
Ngapuhi chief Nene. Her father was Colin Gillies, a Scotsman who landed in NZ in 1825.

This marriage of William’s is believed to be the first legal marriage between Maori and
Pakeha.

Hana and William had 7 children, 2 girls and 5 boys.

John Webster quotes from his journal ‘Reminiscences of an Old Settler in Australia and
New Zealand’.

In July, 1844, | made the acquaintance of Dr. (now Sir John Logan) Campbell. He had come
to Hokianga to arrange with Mr. George Frederick Russell for a cargo of hewn Kauri spars
and baulk timber, for the Home market (London). All squared by the Maori.

In September of the same year a ship arrived for the above cargo, Captain Daldy in
command.
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One day Mr. Russell, Dr. Campbell, and Captain Daldy came up to see the mill at Wairere.
The former gentleman had written to my brother that the party were coming, so we had a
log on ready. The water was turned on, and a fair amount of cutting was shown them.

I may here remark that this mill never paid my brother. He spent many thousands of pounds
on it, but it was always breaking down. He was no engineer and had never learned to work
a mill, but he had the confidence of my friends at Home. Nearly up to the time of his death,
at the age of 89, he still persevered with that mill. At one time he tried steam. That also was
a failure. He died in 1895.

Returning to Dr. Campbell, he proved afterwards a lifelong true friend of mine. He is a few
months older than me. There were many years before us, the events of which will be related
at the proper time.

My brother married in 1850. One of his daughters married Mr. Cardno, an Auckland
merchant, another married Mr. J. McKell Geddes, also of Auckland, and now sole proprietor
of Brown, Barret and Co.'s business.

LEFT: KOUTU POINT HOKIANGA HARBOUR
(LOGS WAITING IN LIMBO FOR TRANSPORTATION AND
MILLING)

ABOVE: COMMERCIAL SHIPYARD AT DEPTFORD/TE HOREKE HOKIANGA HARBOUR
DEPTFORD DOCK YARD CENTRE LEFT HOKIANGA HARBOUR THE SHOWRACKKI, [1.E. HOREKE] COMMONLY CALLED DEPTFORD DOCK YARD, A SHIP

3
BUILDING ESTABLISHMENT, BELONGING TO SOME SYDNEY MERCHANTS IN THE SHUKEANGHA [1.E. HOKIANGA] RIVER, NEW ZEALAND [PICTURE]

3 SOURCE: NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA
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SHIPS MADE FROM NEW ZEALAND NATIVE TIMBER

Shipbuilding was one of the few European manufacturing industries to predate
colonisation. But the timber and flax resources were never much good for naval spars and
rope, as once hoped. However, after Ngapuhi chief Patuone visited Sydney in 1826 to
promote the Hokianga as a trading base, New South Wales merchants opened a mill and
shipyard there, naming it Deptford after the famous Royal Navy establishment in England.
They built several ships, including the big barque Sir George Murray in 1830.

The story of Horeke shipyard - Deptford as it was sometimes called - is one of shipwreck
and seizure, bankruptcy and death. Yet so far as actual shipbuilding was concerned the
enterprise was a notable though short-lived success. Promoters of the venture were
prominent Sydney merchants, Thomas Raine and Gordon D. Browne: David Ramsay, Raine's
partner in other undertakings, seems also to have had an interest. Superintendent of the
yard was Captain David Clark.

A small piece of land on the foreshore at Horeke was bought from Chief Muriwai in
November 1826. In October 1827 the first vessel from the shipyard, the 40-ton schooner
Enterprise, reached Sydney under Clark's command.

Returning to Hokianga after a second voyage under another skipper, the Enterprise
foundered in a storm north of Hokianga heads on 4 May 1828 with the loss of all hands.

The Enterprise was not the first European vessel launched in New Zealand.

Over 30 years earlier, in January 1796, a small vessel called Providence sailed from Dusky
Sound where she had been built - begun in 1792-93 by a sealing gang and completed by
another party whose own vessel had been wrecked at Dusky in 1795; and in January 1826
the 55-ton schooner Herald was launched at the Paihia mission station in the Bay of Islands,
only to be wrecked at Hokianga heads, but without loss of life, two days after the Enterprise
disaster.

The next vessel laid down at Horeke was the brigantine New Zealander, 140 tons, which
may be seen on the stocks in the above sketch, redrawn from Augustus Earle’s watercolour
of Horeke in March or April 1828. The New Zealander arrived in Sydney on her maiden
voyage in December 1828. In March 1829, on her second voyage, Clark made the Tasman
crossing in six days which earned for the brigantine the reputation of the fastest sailor out
of Port Jackson.

The largest of the Horeke built vessels was the barque Sir George Murray (named after the
Secretary of State for the Colonies).
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Arriving in Sydney on 18 November 1830 she was immediately seized by customs officers
for sailing without a register.

FROM THE RIVER A FAINT PICTURE OF A SHIP BEING BUILT

New Zealand not being a British possession, the New South Wales Government had refused
a register to the New Zealander (although one had earlier been issued to the Enterprise and
possibly also to the Herald), the question being referred to the British Government and the
vessel meanwhile being permitted, at her owners risk, to sail between New Zealand and
New South Wales.

After the seizure of the Sir George Murray the matter was again referred to Britain. By this
time however Raine, Browne, and Ramsay were all bankrupt, their failure having followed
Raine's inability, because of the severe drought in New South Wales, to fulfil his
government contracts for the supply of bread and milk.

At an auction in Sydney in January 1831 the Sir George Murray together with the Horeke
establishment where she had been built, was sold for £1,300 to Thomas McDonnell, an East
India Company commander and formerly a lieutenant in the Royal Navy.

Risking the want of a register, McDonnell fitted out the barque, and on 30 March 1831,
with his family, servants, and a number of settlers, sailed for Hokianga.

Although the New Zealander had apparently already changed hands, she remained under
Clark's command until 10 April 1831 when, after an eight day crossing and with the usual
cargo of sawn timber, pork, and potatoes, Clark for the last time sailed her into Port
Jackson.

The Brigantine, of which he had once said he would much rather part with life than see her
destroyed, then went into the whaling trade, and Clark returned to Hokianga where he was
drowned six months later at the age of 65.

His infant son grew up to become Hori Karaka (George Clark) Tawhiti, member of the House
of Representatives for Northern Maori.
In January 1833 the New Zealander in her turn was seized in Sydney for sailing without a
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register. Her owner entered into sureties for double the value of vessel and cargo and once
again the question of registers for New Zealand built vessels was referred to the British
Government. Apart from a Pacific cruise later that year, the New Zealander remained in the
Sydney - New Zealand run until wrecked on the Mahia peninsula on 7 August 1836.
Meanwhile the Sir George Murray was rumoured to be sailing under a foreign flag. In 1833
she obtained an East India Company clearance at Macao, and this was endorsed in 1836.
Her subsequent fate is unknown.

Several small craft may have been built at Horeke during McDonnell’s reign, but the name
of only one has survived, the 35-ton schooner Tui.

During his stormy 12 months (1835-36) as honorary Additional British Resident, McDonnell
sailed in the Tui to Kaipara; a voyage which he claimed opened that Harbour to European
shipping. McDonnell was primarily a timber trader, and throughout the 1830s Te Horeke -
to give it its correct name - was the principal trading establishment on the Hokianga, until
the house on the hill, originally built for Clark, then occupied by Gordon Browne and
afterwards McDonnell's home for over 10 years, was burnt down in 1842.

McDonnell was a keen horticulturist and among his other introductions to New Zealand
was the Norfolk Island pine, the well-known trees at Waitangi and Te Wahapu in the Bay of
Islands being the sole survivors of a box of seedlings given by him to Mrs Mair in 1836 or
1837.

The large pine in front of the Horeke hall was probably planted about the same time, in
what was then McDonnell’s garden.

The shipyard plaque stands as nearly as can be determined on the site where the Sir George
Murray was built, the Enterprise and the New Zealander having been laid down a short
distance upstream.

In the old Wesleyan mission cemetery at Mangungu, about a mile down Harbour, the
tombstone of the first superintendent David Clark may be seen lying flat on the grass. The
guotation from Lamentations I: 12
are still appropriate:

% “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass
by”.

- LEFT: THIS PLATE CAN BE FOUND IN HOREKE AT THE ENTRY TO
| THE PARKING OF THE HOREKE LODGE. IT MENTIONS THE
| SUPERINTENDENT DAVID CLARK, WHOSE HEAD STONE IS IN

4
THE GRAVEYARD OF THE MANGUNGU MISSION HOUSE.

4 SOURCE: NEW ZEALAND HISTORIC PLACES TRUST
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THOMAS MCDONNELL

To judge from Buller’s description of the place in the late thirties (confirmed by Charles
Heaphy's watercolour), McDonnell lived in some style, with a large house, imposing
gardens, and several pieces of cannon. He was indeed by virtue of birth, experience,
possessions, and pretensions the leading settler in the Hokianga. Reputedly a younger son
of the Earl of Antrim, he was born in Ireland in 1788, rose to the rank of lieutenant in the
Royal Navy and served with the East India Company. He would thus have had much in
common with Markham, but they failed to meet, for McDonnell was in England during
1834. He returned in the following year and, to Busby's indignation, was appointed
Additional British Resident, an honorary office granted as a result of his own solicitations. In
the 12 months or so he occupied the position McDonnell succeeded in stirring up discord
along the whole length of the river. During the early months of his regime, he combined
with the missionary William White in a futile attempt to enforce temperance, but after this
short-lived alliance the two headstrong autocrats engaged in a feud which embroiled their
neighbours, Maori and European, and continued after the Additional Resident's resignation
in July 1836 and White's dismissal in the same year. McDonnell failed in his efforts to
dispose of his property to the New Zealand Company and gradually declined in fortune and
prestige. Lieutenant Morton Jones, of HMS Pandora, described him in 1852 as a “pleasant,
plausible, garrulous person, shunned because of his reputation, and living in an atmosphere
of decay and fallen greatness”. He died in 1864.

George Frederick Russell, who is elsewhere termed McDonnell’s manager or agent, also had
some claims to gentility. A note in the Hocken Library's transcript of Markham designates
him a relative of Lord John Russell. Settling in the Hokianga about the end of 1830, he
married a niece of Nene. In the late thirties he shifted across the river to Kohukohu where,
in 1869, James Buller met his well-educated half-caste daughters and their husbands,
flourishing traders. Russell himself died in 1855. °

5 SOURCE: - EARLE, 25; DAVIS, PATUONE, 23; YATE, 29; BULLER, 28, 144; RAMSDEN, MARSDEN, 75-6; RAMSDEN, BusBY, 35N, 103-40 PASSIM,
163, 178, 314; DNZB, 2: 8-9, 263-4; R. M. R.
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A POT WHICH BOUGHT A THOUSAND ACRES
EVENING PoOsT, VOLUME XCVII, IssUE 38, 15 FEBRUARY 1919, PAGE 16

» AN OLD CANNON

Two wvery interesting additions have
been made to the. valuable and diversi-
Hed - collection of relics of - early settle-
ment in New Zealand now displayed in
the Old Colonists’ Museum, at the Auck-
land City Art Gallery. During a visit
to Hokianga made by Mr. T. W. Leys
last year (says the Auckland Star) his
attention was drawn to a large iron pot,
formerly used on a whaling wessel for
trying out oil. This pot had been ac-
cepted by the Maocris in the early days
of the settlement at Hokianga in payment
for 1000 acres of land. I§ was lying by
the roadside at Horeke. In the same
locality was a large caonon,. which, in
1831, formed part of the defences of the
fort 'established by Lieutemant Thomas
M'Donnell, R.N., to protect the ship-
building yard krown as Deptford, at Ho-
reke, which he bad purchased from Messrs.
Raine and Ramsay. This enterprising
Sydney firm built several vessels at Ho-
reke, inecluding the Sir George Murray,
a vessel of 3D4 tons.. Bhe arrived. at Syd-
ney in November, 1830, with a cargo of
timber and flour, and the Gazette of that
date says: “She is a fine veasel, and, con-
sidering that she was . built entirely,
equipped, manned, and laden at the un-
civilised islands of New Zealand, she ve-
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civilised islands of New Zealand, she re-
flects the highest honour upon the enter-
prise of Captain Raine and all congerned
in her construction.”” Lieutenant M‘Don-
nell, R.N,, bought the Sir George Murray
for £1300, January, 1831, and also
about the same period became the owner
of the dockyard .at Horeke, for which
place he &ailed from Sydney with his
family on the 3lst March,” 1831. He
undertook contracts for the supply of
gspars to the Admiralty, and in 1835 was
appointed Additional Bntish Resident in
ow Zealand. His eldest son, Lieutenant-
Colopel Thomas M‘Donnell, bad a distin-
nished career duoring the Maori war.
e cannon which formed part of the old
fort at Horcke was loaded and fired every
New Year's Day, up to recent years, at
the request of the natives who owned it.
Upon the suggestion of Mr. Leys nego-
tiations were entered into for the transfer
of these very interesting relics to the
Old Colonists’ Museum at Auckland, for
aafe custody, and through the efforts of
Mr, Arthur Potter, of Kohukohu, the
natives of Utakura and Horeke have
now donated the whaler's pot and capnon
to the mnseum., They have been placed
outside the entrance door in Kitchener-
il':rﬂm, with a tablet briefly noting their
1story. .




KOHUKOHU TIMBER MILL

In 1881 Yarborough and Andrews took over the timber mill that had been established at
Kohukohu in 1879 by Greenfield and Stewart Merchants of Sydney, operated as the
Hokianga Sawmill Company Ltd. The depression of the 1880’s created hard times - the mill
closed in 1886, but only briefly.

In 1888 a group of Melbourne financiers bought out most of the surviving Kauri mills in New
Zealand, including Kohukohu, and formed the Kauri Timber Company, which became the
dominant player in the industry from that time on. With the mill back in full production,
Kohukohu experienced a growth in population, employment and town facilities. 1907 was
the peak year for production and export of Kauri timber, after which a steady decline set in.

The Kauri Timber Company's Kohukohu Mill closed down in 1909, and was demolished in
1912. Many of the surviving Kauri buildings in Kohukohu were built at that boom time from
1890 onwards.

Kohukohu’s population grew from perhaps 50 people in 1870 to at least 600 people in
1910.

After the Kohukohu mill closed in 1909, Rangiora timber mill, other mills in the Hokianga
and the new dairy factory at Motukaraka (opened in 1908) maintained the economy to a
level that allowed Kohukohu to continue to operate as a busy commercial centre. The last
timber mill that operated in Kohukohu opened in 1923-24 and closed after it was destroyed
by fire in 1937. This mill supplied native timbers for building and manufactured kahikatea
butter boxes that were sought after by Northland dairy companies. Employment generated
by this mill helped bring the population of Kohukohu to a peak of 580 people in 1932.

TRAGIC NEWS FROM PAPERS PAST
TARANAKI HERALD, VOLUME XXVII, IssUE 3096, 21 APRIL 1879, PAGE 2

TERRIBLE ACCIDENT,

A man named Isaacs, working at
Brownlie’s sawmill, Hokianga, got
struck by the circular saw on the head,
and his skall horribly gashed.
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HAWKE's BAY HERALD, RORAHI XXII,
PUTANGA 7650, 25 KOHITATEA 1887

HOKIANGA SAWMILL COMPANY
(LIMITED.)

[In Liguidation.]
1ENDERS,

HE undersigned as Liguidators of the
sbove Uompany hereby call for tenders
for tte PURCHASE of the Freehold a-d
Leasehold Proper:ies of the’ Company, Mill,
Machiner , and Plavt—1}imber and other
Stock to ke taken at a valuati, Tenders
will be received vp till noun of TUEEDaY,
the 22ud Februay, 1887, by the Liquidaturs,
or may be lodged with

The Dunedin Iron and Woodware Company,
Limited, Dunediv,
Btewart & Co., Timber Merchants,
Wel ington,
Captaia J. H. Dslton,
Pic'on,
J. T. Browp, Timber Merchant,
Chr stchuiet,
The New Zealand Loin & Mercantile Ageacy
Compavy, Limited,
Napier, Nelsoo, and Wanganui,
The Company's Manager,
Kohukohu,

from whem or from the Liquidators prnted
paiticulars g ving the fullesy details of tbe
property offered, with foims of tender, may
be obtaine ,

A tender vy te'egram veaching the Ligni-
dators prior to the ume L,r recervirg tenders
will ba reco.nised, proviced that a written
tender is lodged as above simultazeosly,
The lowest or any tender not necussarily
accepted.

Liguidators
J. M LNE Hokianga Saw
J.AITKEN CONNELL | Mill dJUumpany,
Limite~,

Auckland, 14th Janunary, :887,

This is one «f {he best Kauri propertics in
the North Island, and the shll and
Machinery of ihs most powerful description
ang in first-class order. (Bee prioted par-
ticulars and report.) 130 h tu £ f9

F—
- o m —— —_ - —

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XIX, ISSUE 50, 29 FEBRUARY 1888, PAGE 1

Dividends. .

OKIANGA SAWMILL COMPANY
(LIMITED),

IN LIQUIDATION,

A First Dividend of One Shilling in the £ will
be payable at «he Office of J, Aitken Connell,
Government Insurance Buildings, Queen street,
Auckland, to all Creditors of the above Com-
pany who have satisfactorily proved their
ClaimfbﬂlNFﬁ%%, the 2nd March next.

J. AITREN CONNELL,}L‘“““““’"

Creditors who have not yet proved, please
send in proofs of debt.
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KAIPARA

The Kaipara Harbour is one of the largest in the world, extending 60 km long, covering 947
square kilometres.

At the peak of timber trading it was the busiest Harbour in New Zealand, with many ships
leaving on a high tide during the day, loaded with Kauri timber from mills around the shores
of the Harbour and the Wairoa River.

The entrance to the Harbour, where it meets the Tasman Sea is 6 km wide with treacherous
sandbars that form 5 m below the surface two to five km from the shore. These sandbars
move constantly and the Harbour entrance is known as the Graveyard due to the number
of shipwrecks claimed by the sandbars.

The first European shipwreck was the Aurora that was lost in 1840. 43 shipwrecks have
occurred at the Harbour entrance with 113 recorded shipwrecks along the Pouto coastline.

In 1839, European’s settled in the area and begun to mill the New Zealand native tree Kauri,
as it was in high demand as a construction timber. By the 1860’s Kaipara Harbour was the
biggest timber exporting port in the country. The towns of Dargaville and Helensville grew
with the timber industry, with ships up to 3000 tons being loaded and heading out through
the Harbour entrance to other ports in New Zealand and Australia.
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NORTHERN WAIROA

AUCKLAND STAR, VoLUME XXXVIII, Issue 301, 18 DECEMBER 1907, PAGE 6

VIL

The unmensity of the Northern Wai-
roa district 15 due primarily to the
length of the finest navigable river in
the Domuinion. Steam boats of all de-
scriptions daily ply upon 1its surface and
bring into touch the many settlers wath
the river towns. Hardly less important
to the river is the Kaihuisection of ral-
ways, which traverses the 17 miles be-
tween Dargaville and Kaihu, the pre-
sent terminus. By its means a large
volume of trade 1s transacted with the
bushes, gumfields, and farmers. In fact,

all the settlers residing for many muiles
within the eastern confines of Hokianga
County transact their business through
Dargaville, and so severed are thewr 1o
terests from their own couniy that a
movement is on foot to incorporate the
whole of the Waipoua district mn Hobson
County, Daily the train Jeaves Darga-
ville, carrying stores of all descriptions,
and returning with long rakes of kaur
logs, trucks of sawn timber, sleepers.
and kauri gum, and the line is rightly
looked upon as one of the best paying
the Railway Department possesses

The townships of Dargaville und Man-
gawhare embrace the streteh of flat lands
shich are the entrants to the valley,
and through which the Kathu Creek
winds it way from the ranges of Tuta-
moe to the Wairoa. A considerable
area of rich alluvial flat appears to be n
1ts native state, and one cannot help
expressing surprnise that such valuable
territory 15 not laid down i grass. But
although native growth 1s the predomun-
ant feature, and a wide extent of pro.
perty appears uncared for, such 13 not
altogether the case, for the same land
is feeding many cows and horses, and at,
no distant date will be closely cult:-
vated. Leaving Dargaville by train, that
class of land 15 passed for some three
miles, when Flaxmil] Station 1s reached;
and a wealth of floral beauty 1s ob-
served on the creek banks with the
white-blossomed, powerfully-scented ti
or cabbage tree, and the surprisingly

large stems of the crimson korarn, or
fiax stems.
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In olden days Floxmill was a place of
great umportance, n fact 37 years ago
it was the most important centre in
Northern Wairoa, and the busiest bhub of
mdustry 1w the MNorth. At that time,
Mr, E. T. Tinpe, representing a Liver-
pool syndicate, arrrved from England,
and noting the plentitude of the wild
flax, decided to erect a manufactory for
the treatiment of phormium into rope,

twine, paper, and matting. Extensive
bulldings were erected, modern machin-
ery was imported, and special tamilies
used to spinming and such woik weie
brought from the Old Countrv. Mr.
John Mitchelson, who with s brothers
has just retired from business in Darga-
ville, was an enzineer and fitter em-
ploved in the construction of the null,
and 1t 1s interesting to note that at
the same period, the Hon. E. Mitchelson,
who was then a building eoutractor, was
engaged erecting the Kopuru sawmll.
Mr. Tinne started on a somewhat huge
scale. buwitable areas were planted 1n
flax, 1n fact the land on which Darganille
now stands was one of the best phor-
mium fields. For ten years the industry
was carried on, the output was materal
of the finest, and old established Auck-
land merchants will remember the satis-
faction they evinced in using the twine,
wrapping paper, and other Wairoa manu-
factured goods. But the markets ot the
world were restrcted at thai period, and
the carriage of goods was an item of
heavy expense. DBy the time the output
had been conveyed by vessel to Helens-
ville, thence wagaoned to Riverhead, and
carried by boat to Auckland, serious -
roads were made upon its marketable
values, and after ten years of hard,
pluchy striving, Mr. Tinne was forced to
close down, and all that to-day remains
of his enterpmise 1s an empty portion of
the huge building. The scale on which
the industry was conducted may be
gauged by the current report that over
£100,000 was sunk in the venture.

Flaxmall 15 now a trading station of
Messrs. Marnner and Wuhams, gum
merchants. and quite an air of briskness
pervades the picturesque creck side ham-
let. A modern flaxmull 15 in the vieinity,
and grves employment to a large body of
men, and inereases the volume of train
freightage.  This 15 the lower boundary
of Messis. Marriner and Wilhams’ gum

land property, which comprises 40,000
dlres.

As the train speeds onwards the qua-
lity of the land improves, and at Taita

it oears every appearance of being highly
reproductive  Away on the right, clear-

ings can be discerned on the range divid.
ing the Kaihu und Awakino valleys.
Several fertunate seftlers are there locat-
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¢d, and have started cream supplymng on
a broad scale to the district butter fae-
tory. There 1s still a fairly large parcel
of Crown lands lymng idle, and which,
when opened for selection, will be
snapped up. From Taita on to Maropiu
the train passes through the property of
M. Jas. Trounson, and finer land can-
not be seen. Every paddock 15 a fatten-
ing one, and one can only lament that
the valley af this part is not many mules
wide, At Maropi is a store and hotel,
and from there a road leads over the
range wio the Awakimo Valley, where
several scttlers are raisimg stock on good
bush land. The country here is pretur-
esque and increases so as the tram speeds
Kaihuwards. At Ahikiwi the Kathu
Creek 1s crossed, and the eye notes with
pleasure the wide, pebbly, purling stream,
which runs almost parallel to the rail-
way, and the improving sceme attractions
of the vieumty. (lose to Kahu 1s a
scenic reserve, an jsland of some ten
acres, embowered i1n native hush—the
most charming of all pieme spots, and
where young and old of the Wairoa hold
their summer pienics.

Kaihu 1s a township of importance, as
befits a terminus. It contains plenty of
stores of every deseription, and repre-
sentatives of all trades ply their callings.
The town 15 mn many respects umque.
When the line was carned to its pre-
sent pomnt, business men experienced a
barrier to their efioits in securing build-
Ing sites, as all the land belonged to the
patives. The Raillway Department ac-
quired the area necessary for a station—
far more than sufficient for its wants—
and a portion of which was leased in
small sections; so as one steps from
the train he alights in the mudst of quite
a collection of commercial emporiums.
The architecture of Kaihu is peculiar,
but a visible appearance of betterment
15 apparent on every hand. The earlier
buldings are conspicuous by their
quamt, angular, and stunted construe-
tion; but the modern evidences bespeak
taste and a superlative degree of com-
fort. As noticeable in the pretty resi-
dences to be seen nestling under the
bush-clad heights.  .e native popula-
tion predominates, and it would cheer
the hearts of Di. Pomale and Dr. Buck
Lo witness the cleanly, healthy condi-
tions under which they exist. There
arc two parties, under the chieftains Te
Rore and Rilahana, and ail live in con-
cord and prosperity.
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At the upper portiom of the township
is Trownson’s sawmaill, which gives per-
manent employment to a large staff.
Here are also the booms, where the
logs floated down from the upper bushes
are arrested and loaded on rTailway
trueks for Dargawville. This also is the
point where the Kaihu waters, dammed
back by the mass of logs at thhe booms,
on two ocecasions broke through the
mill property and aectually diverted the
w hole large stream from its ordinary
course into the towmnship, wrecking mill,
residences, bridges, and line, and entaoil-
ing a severe loss upon those adjudged
responsible for the damage. Such an
cecurrence is unplikely to happen again,
as the waterway is kept free and the
creelk banks have been piled at great

cost.

hunting ic. The Siate school is al-
Ways anpifrihimtor of place and people,
and one has only to observe the scores
of bright, clean, well-dressed children to
base a correct opinion of the character
of the parents. The children of Kaihm,
pakeha and Maari, are a bomny lof, and
it is a pleasure to observe them troop-
ing mto the school grounds. There is
one Institution in Kaihu which, at its
inception, caused a wave of excitement
amongst a large section of the popula-
tion, and that is the Opanaki hotel.
When those interested m the matter
first conceived ithe idea of having a
publicans’ license transferred from Hoki-
anga, 1o Wairoa. the trouble began, and
it was not confined to the distriet re:
sponsible for the disturbance.  Puble
meefines were held in Avekland and
elsewhere to protest against the move
ment, the assistance of our legislators
was invoked to veto the proposal, and
for a time a battle royal ensued be-
tween the temperance and the brewer
sections. with the result that Kaihu has
a commodious and well-appointed hostel-
ry which is dominated not only by a
licensing bench, but by the native own-
ers of the property, who at any time
may issue a prohibitory mandate agamst
any Maori being supplied with liquor.
The system has worked admirably, and
I am told that natives seldom visit the
hoteil.
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WAIPOUA TIMBER MILL
WHATORO TIMBER MILL
DONNELLY’S CROSSING TIMBER MILL

For years the idea of establishing a State saw mill at Waipoua was discussed by politicians
but from my research it would appear that that idea was changed with the establishment of
a State mill established first at Whatoro (1920-22 BURNT DOWN) and then at Donnelly’s
Crossing (1922-24 CLOSED DOWN)

Note: A private mill would operate at Donnellys Crossing for many years after the closing of
the State owned mill.

Selective logging was adopted with the Kauri being transported out to Donnelly’s Crossing
at the rail head for milling.

The Waipoua was purchased by the crown in 1876 and was set aside for forestry rather
than settlement. However after the Second World War there was much pressure to harvest
the Kauri and convert the land to pasture. In 1947 the Waipoua Preservation Society
petitioned 52,000 signatures and presented it to parliament and the 9105 hectare,
Waipoua Forest Sanctuary was declared in 1952.

Today the surviving Kauri forests are probably about 1% of the vast forests that once grew
in Northland. The Waipoua forest was probably protected initially by its inaccessibility. The
rivers in that area were not large enough to transport logs to the mills.

In October 1923, the Minister of Public Works, Gordon Coates, directed his department to
conduct a survey of the central route to determine its feasibility. The district engineer in the
Dargaville office who had surveyed the route options favoured the coastal route which
would be more speedily constructed and would cost less in maintenance. The district
engineer in the Whangarei office favoured the forest route which would better serve the
timber trade and railway. The coastal route, he reported, was “unoccupied except for a few
Maori” and the remainder of the land was not likely to be farmed to any extent.

Coates, like his fellow dairy farmers, favoured the forest route, as did the Department of
Public Works who operated the railhead and a saw mill at Donnelly's Crossing.

In June 1926, he finally sought and received the agreement of the commissioner of state
forests to the inland route.
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From papers past we get news of the day stating much discussion on where a State Mill
should be situated and whether or not the Waipoua reserve be opened up for felling...

NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 23 JuLy 1913

At Kirikopuni extensive work i
being carned on, and nine miles of
tramway have been laid from bush
points to the main river bank. - The
contractors are Messrs. T. Hawkins,
J. Howard, Finlayson ‘Bros., and E.
Baldwin, who have ‘undertaken the
delivery of logs representing 20,-
QO{),UUOft, and to weekly -deliver
250,000£t. 'In the Manganui Stream

over 10,000 logs are awaiting the

winter floods. Three white nina nnn.
1,000,000ft of millable timber will

be standing in the Manganui Valley
—a territory which ~has furnished
over 100,000,000ft to Wairoa mills.

| The kauri output of the Northern
Wairoa totals, 1,000,000 000ft, and %0

inexlraustible has thé 'supply seemed,

that- many even:yet refuse:to believe
ihat the: kauri era is. a.pproacllmg its
end: < “But with the exception of some
10,000,000t in the Mangakahia Valley,
12,000,000t -at Kirikopuni, and 30,000,-
000ft-in.the upper portion of the Kaihu
Valley, there remains only the Wai-
poua State Forest to furnish future
requlrements The output to date of
white pine approximates 600,000, 000ft,
and the three districts queted also
pmctlcally contain all the, kahikatea
areas worth ‘agsessment, Tlley alto-
gether contain 300,000,000ft of milling
timiber, which, if available for present-
day milling, would furnish sufficient
logs for eight years, but as two-
thirds of the gquantity are within the
conﬁnes of the State forest, there re-
m'uns in sight ouly 100, 000 ﬂﬂﬂft, to
meel  general needs. The proprie-

+ﬂ'l'l:‘f np L TN tlhhnn et iNal \lfﬂ;'ﬂhn o ry TEF
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NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 27 MARCH 1915

The throwing open of the Waipoua
State kauri forest in the North of
Auckland district, which is recom-
mended by the Forestry Commission
in their report, will, if given effect to,
have an important bearing upon the
progress of settlement in that part of
the Dominion. , The commission re-
commends the ‘dftmﬂ' of the reserva-
tion on the whole of the area, with the
exception of a park of 200 acres. Mr
J. G. Coates, member for Kaipara,
has pointed out that the result of the
removal of the reservation wquld be
that approximately 24000 acres of
State forest, and from 16,000 to 20,000
acres of ordinary Crown lands adjac-
ent to the forest, would be available
for settlement as soon as the timber
was removed. The quantity of timber
in the State forest is estimated at not
less than three hundred million super-
ficial feet. The question as to whe-
ther the proposed State sawmill should

be established in the Waipoua forest
or on the Northern Wairoa River, is
one which, it is stated, remains to be
decided. Whether millers shall be
permitted to purchase the timber on
the Crown lands adjoining the Wal-
poua forest, with a view of its early
removal, thus pmpa.rmg the way for
rapid settlement, is another question
which will probably come up for the
Government's consideration.

-~ An “impression i5. general that
when the State sawmill comes into
‘-cperatiou the Waipoua forest will be
‘rutblessly attacked ang the logs be
~converted at once into timber for
"export but the qfﬁclals state - that
‘the output will be restricted and ar-
ranged to meet -State requirements

.cmly. and that a forest comservation
policy will be rigidly adhered to. If
tl.e latter be followed out, the War-
pova forest “should provide sufficient

kauri to covér public works for the
next 20 years,

- CON TRACTS BEING WORKED

In the Awaklno Valley:the felling
zu:uT crosscutting of ‘white pine has-
heen temporarily suspended owing
to Ulrre be,mg over 4000 logs lying
in the: ereek bed awaiting a 490d,
.At Omu, McCraith Bros. are working
&,000, U‘JOft of mixeq standing busy,
the logs bemg conveyed a distance

of..three ~m1!es by locomotwe puwer
to tidal water. o |

The -timber industry shows con-
tinued activity in the Northern Wai
roa’ district, and the seven river aaw-
-mills are constantly engaged in mest-
ing orders ‘for the Australian, South
island and local markets. The white
-pme output now largely emeeds that
of the kauri, for, with the exception
of the Kirikopuni, Mangakahia, and
Kaihu districts, the erstwhile great
*ka&‘n te1ritor}r has been denuded nf rtv
growtl. .
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In the Mangakahia Valley some
thousands of kauri logs are stranded
in the main stream and its tributa-
ries, and represent gome millions of
feet of fimber of a value approxim-
ating ,CIG,OUO._ At various points
of the waterway there are hundreds
of white pine logs which .the winter
rains, in company with the kauri,

will sweep out into the Wairoa Riv-
er.” Bush work on an extensive

scale is being carried out by Messrs.
Finlayson Bros., who increase or de-
crease the log supply according to
milling exigencies.

WAIPOUA STATE FOREST
NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 25 MAY 1915, PAGE 2

seryvasRRs aun eapyes v wasag ,-vw,-v-,—--- -

meet  general needs. The proprle-
tors’ of more than one Wairoa saw-
mill have assured themselves of the
position, and aré .already making
prov1smn for closmg down' w:thm
the next few years

" WAIPOUA' STATE 'FOREST. -

In regard to the timber st‘;ndmg
in the. Waipoua State Resgerve,which
is in 'Hokmnga County, but adjacent
to the Kaihu Valley in Hobson, the
Government has already indicated
its intention to erect a State sawmill
and provide the Public . Works De-
partment with its timber require-
ments Three officials recently tra-
versed the forest and visited sug-
gested’ sawmill Bltes at Koutou (Ho-
kianga), . Upper Kaihu Valley, Dar-
gaville,.and Helensville. At each eof
these places, th,ey heard ev1dence in
favour of the respective sites, and
wili forward on their report to the
Minister for Lands.

In ‘the Kaihu Valley there is brisk
movement At Rotu, ‘Fisher Bros.
are working a wh;.te,pme clump of
2,000,000ft. At Taita M. Brown is
working 6,000,000ft, and ,in that
viecinity T. Hawkins is engaged de-
livering 2,000,000ft; whilst at Mai-
tahi B. Baker has in hand the .sup-
ply of 10,000,000ft. Connected with
these contracts.there are two tram-

lines served by locomotives. They
cover five mileg of country, and a
steady output is assured. As a re-

sult special railway trains run al-
most daily from the skids to Darga-
ville, to where the logs are conveyed,
and from thence are towed to the
mill centres.




SAWMILL AT BARGAVILLE,
PITITION TU MINTSTEE,

Unider the wtiepieies of the Raipara
| Chamber of onmerce he |.'T'L':~I||I‘J|[,
Mr R
petition, to
tor of Lands, requesting that the pro-
posed State sawmill in comnecion with
the Wamona sfate Morcet should e
etoeted at Duronville,  The  pefition
will he eiveulated Loy signature up and
down the Wairog River,
i sel forth in the fotlowiny tormgs-

Y1) That, i the opinion o vour
pelitiovers, the proposed Siale Sawnl!

url! !H[‘ .F] |‘-\ i]]-l;}}:unpl.i :I
e aadresied to the Mine

The peiifion

to be used for the parpose of eutting
the Waiporse Nate Faredl Tiwhor
should be erceted wf Darzaville,  (2)
That an adwivable site on the hauk of
the finest navioable viver i 1le Do

Lo, il whieh il et of e
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vessels being Tooded with earvoes fo
elsewhere in the Dominion, or for ex
port; (3) That the timber loaded o
the frucks at the Waipoun Forest could
he unloaded ot Doreaville at the mill
breaking-down saw, with consequently
cousiderable handiing saved; (1) That
abour eonditions will he maost favoulr-
abile Lor o swmill erected wi Dargaville
cn aceount of the fuct that o Jarge
number of sawmill empdoyees are resi

-

dent 1 thix distvict, (5) That in the
wear fulure mauny of these wen will be
out of employvment consequent upon the
wills now working being shut down on
account of Aheir respective  thmber
stocks heing all cuf.  Your petitioners,
therefore, humb!y pray thac vor will
Lavourably eousider fhe request of your
petitioners.  Nud vour petitioners, us
i daty heund, will ever pray.”’

- “In all the workings 170 men are
employed, and in the sawmills the
workmen total 200. The weekly
wages disbursement: exceeds £ 1000,
and if to this were added. payments
made to the crews of the many tim-
ber-carrying vessels which trade to
Kaipara, that amount would be con-
siderably enlarged. At present,
Wairoa mills produce annually 40,-
000,000ft of marketable timber, the
bulk of which is exported to Sydney
and Melbourne.




KAIPARA AND WAITEMATA ECHO, 26 AUGUST 1915

. The extensive  kauri areas of the
lI\crthern eroa, suys an exchange,

have in years past proﬁuceﬂ many
millions of feet of timber and are still
producing large quantities. This con-
stant drain ecannot  be maintaned
for ever, and the fact that the last log
in the Mangakahia’ is expected to be
delivered into the main stream in an.
other year’s time, tangible evidence
of the complete decimation of the for-
ests, The area of Kirikopuni as a tim-
ber producmg territory will follow suit-
and then all logging a.ctwty will be
centred in the Kaihu Valley, where.
some 50,000,000 feet of mixed timber is

available. Further yet is the Waipoua
State forest, which is estimated to con:

‘tain 100,000,000 feet of kauri and the

same quantity of other timbers.
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GREY RIVER ARGUS, 4 FEBRUARY 1916

WHEN in Wellington some few days ago,
Mr Dargaville conferred with the Prime
Minister on the question of the estab-
lishment of a State sawmili,  This (Fri-
day) morning Mr Dargaville received a
letter from Mr Massey with reference to
the petition of the residents of Darga-
ville asking for a State sawmill in con-
nection with the Waipoua forest. Mr
Massey said: With reference to a State
gawmill, the matter has been very fully
gone into with the departmental officers
who have received their repart from the
Commissioners, Several of the schemes
that had been submitted to, him would
involve a very large expenditure, and in
view of the war the question would
be held in abeyance. In the meantime,
continued the letter, in order to ensure
the safety of the feresttwo extra rangers

would be selected to guard it.—Darga-
ville “Times.”
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NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 15 AUGUST 1913

WAIPOUA STATE FOREST.

In a reference yesterday to the
Waipoua State forest (near Darga-
ville) Mr. Massey said it Wwas almost
a miracle that the forest was not
burned down last year, and if the
present state of things are allowed to
continue the Waipoua forest will of
a certainty go up in fire and smoke,
«1 entirely agree with the Commis-
sion’s recommendation regarding the
forest. I don’t say that private saw-
millers should be allowed to exploit
it, but it should be kept for State
purposes, The Public Works and
Railway Departmerits are using an
enormous quantity of timber, and if

the Kaihu railway were continued to
Donnelly Crossing, the forest could

be tapped, a State sawmill put up,
and the Government’s timber require-
ments filled so long as the supply
lasted.” Mr. Massey further stated
as an indication of the timber value
of the forest, that the kauri royalties
alone would amount to £500,000,
and the royalties on other timbers
£950,000, or three-quarters of a
million altogether in royalties. He
went on to point out how exceedingly
difficult it was to preserve a kauri
forest from fire owing to its inflam-
mability, and declared that it would
be far better to set apart for settle-
ment purposes most of the kauri area
fit for settlement, reserving special
areas for scenery purposes. Some of
the best pieces of the Waipoua State
forest could be so reserved.

NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 25 APRIL 1914, PAGE 7

THE CO-OPERATIVE SYSTEM.

Railway workers on the North
Auckland construction works, in a
petition to Parliament, protest against
the introduction of the contract sys-
tem, and urge a continuance of the
co-operative  principle. They state
their firm opinion that the co-opera-
tive method is sound in principle, and
if administered efficgatly and fear-
lessly, is nndoubted@the most equit-
able svstent for the fonYnion and the
workers. “There are ceftain features
in connection with the system of co-
operation which we helieve you can
easily remedy” (the petition is ad-
dressed to the Minister of Public
Works). Petitioners quote the ex-
perience of the Chief Railways Engl-
neer in New South Wales, where con-
struction by contract cost £4300 a
mile, and by day labour 3221 a mile,
thus effeteing  a saving of nearly
£1000 a mile,




The member for Kaipara, Mr J. G.
Coates, has been advised by the Minis-
ter for Railways that the Public Works
Department will hand over the com-
pleted railway extension from Kaihu
to Whatoro at the end of this month,
when the line will be opened for traffie,
The extension is three miles in length,
It was under formation by the Kaihu
Valley Railway Company 21 years ago,
but when the Government took over the
company’s interests it decided not to
complete the work; although several
thousands of pounds had been expended
in earth cutitngs and bridges,
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During the recent visit of the Minis-
ter for Railways to the distriet, he
inspected the works under progress, and
it was pointed out to him how by fol-
lowing the private line scheme, the im-
mense Waipoua State kauri forest could
be tapped at a cost not exceeding £2500
a mile. This forest contains 80,000,
000ft of kauri and 120,000,000ft of
other milling timbers, and the State has
already determined to utilise the bulk
of the valuable asset in providing need-
ful timber for Government works.
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KATHU VALLEY EXTENSION
BIG TIMBER, AREA TAPPED
Telegraph.—Press Association
DARGAVILLE, April 24

The line extension pierces Hokianga
County for some two miles, and con-
nects with the Taheke Road at the
Waima Bridge, whence it is an easy
day’s journey by horse or vehicle to
Kawakawa.

STATE SAWMILL

EVENING PosT, VoLuME ClII, ISSUE 122, 26 MAy 1922

. ()Y TRLRORAPH.—PRESY ASSOCTATION.)

- DARGAVILLE, This Day.
The State-owned sawmill near What-
oto, on the Kihu line, was totally de
stroyed by fire ‘this morning,  The ‘loss
is very heavy. A large number of men
were employed, - |

HAWERA & NORMANBY STAR,
VoLuMmeE XLVIII, 11 OCTOBER 1924

- The sawmill at Donnelly’s ‘Crossing,
a fine up-to-date mill, which has becn
running about. two yeéars, closed down
last night. Nothing ig known as to
the future of the mill, whether it will
he sold to private enterprise or pulled
down. There are still millions -of feet
available for cutting in close proximity
tp the mill, It is not known why the
mill has heen elosed. Tt is a distinet
loss to the distriet, as the monthly pay
out was £3000 sterling, ;

THE STATE SAWMILL
KAIPARA AND WAITEMATA ECHO, 25 MARCH 1915

A CORRESPONDENT signing him-
self *“* Waima Farmer,” writing to
the Dargaville * Times,” says :—
‘It is pathetic to witness how
certain Dargaville people are
tumbling over themselves +to
benefit their fellow creatures in
the matter of the proposed State
sawmill. Anything and every-
thing with them begins and ends
in Dargavwville, -which in their
idea is the hub of the universe.
Dear me! 1T wonder how long
Dargavwville would last without
its back residents. It strikes me
that the business people of the
baby borough don’t know who is
feeding them. In the Xaihu
district we have now the bulk of
all the standing timber in the
Kaipara, and to. get all the
trickles of profit from converting
the trees into lumber, time dear,
generous people of Dargaville
want the sawmill built in -the
centre of their town properties.
1f they were given their way
there would be only one settle-
ment in Kaipara, and that would
be «their own. The people of
Kaihu, Waima, Aranga, and the
other settlements bevond Kaihu
will have more to say about the.
matter, and are forwarding a
claim that the sawmill be erected
close to the bush, so that every-
thing worth cutting up will be
used. If the mill is erected in
Dargaville not a foot of land will
be brought into new - settlement,
but if it is erected in the bush,
thousands of acres will become
farms and help to fill the hungry
borough jaws.
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MANGATU/MUNGATU

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXVI,
ISSUE 95, 22 APRIL 1895

The felling of kauri near Kaihu is
occupying & number of men; it will
quite alter tho .. approach o our
settlomend, and no doubt help to im-
prove the road by admitting the sunlight
and wind. A few more houies bave been
completed, and, as ib appears to be the
custom, & dance was held in Mr Dunn's
new house, The new grass is doing woll,
and should give abundance of feed during
the winter. I hear the National Associa-
tion are feeling the pulees of the settlers,
striking ouo sbraight, and drawing a very
black picture of what is before us under
the present ruls. The sections vacated are
finding new occupiers, g0 our numbers are
not leesened, besides vhore have been two
births during the month, Advance Mun-
gatu |—(Correspondent. )

ISSUE 126, 30 MAY 1896, PAGE 3

NORTHERN WAIROA

The Mungatu cooperative settlere are
now busy felling, splitting and sawing, in
order to gev their houses ready before the
winter sets in, [mmense quantities of
timber are now being seat out of the
Valley, no less than four sets of skids being
kept constantly at work,
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MAUNGANUI BLUFF

At Maunganui Bluff/Aranga, WB Stephens ran a small mill cutting Totara railway sleepers
and timber for local settlers. He employed about six people and milled about 300,000 feet a
year.

NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 3 DECEMBER 1906, PAGE 2

A rather serious accident happened at Mr Stephens' sawmill, Maunganui Bluff, a few days ago. Mr F. Kohn
was engaged working at the circular saw, when in some unexplained manner a flitch, in the course of being
sawn, struck, him heavily on the shoulder and head, inflicting severe scalp and face wounds. The injured
man was unconscious for some hours till surgical aid arrived. He was then conveyed to the hospital.
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OPANAKI/KAIHU TIMBER MILL

1898: JAMES TROUNSON

After his move from Paparoa to land near the Flax mill at Parore just north of Dargaville
James purchased large tracts of land in the Maropiu area and to the North of
Opanaki/Kaihu including the area’s known as Siberia and Waima.

To mill the timber on his land he built a saw mill just north of the Opanaki/Kaihu town ship
on the banks of the Kaihu River. By this time the railway had reached Kaihu from Dargauville,
and in 1904 James let a contract for the felling and the delivery of four million super feet of
Kauri per year from Siberia and his Waima forests. The contract was estimated to extend
over four and a half years and the labour to cost 40,000 pounds. This entailed construction
of a gigantic tramline to Siberia from the top of the Kaihu hill all the way down to the mill at
the Kaihu River. This became a centre of attention for many visitors to the district.

Floods were an all too frequent menace and caused considerable losses of cut logs at both
Maropiu and Kaihu.

The big flood of 1907 caused logs to be strewn from Kaihu to Dargaville, and even left logs
on the railway line at Kaihu.

The 1917 flood again broke the boom at the Kaihu mill and Kauri logs and heads piled up
against the Ahikiwi railway bridge, causing massive flooding in the valley, the water lapping
the lower branches of the Puriri trees on the Maropiu flats.

Logs were reclaimed painstakingly over a long period. Even as late as 1968 a log was found
at Maitahi with James Trounson’s brand on it.

Early in the 20" century James retired from active work in the Northern Wairoa, leaving his
sons Edmund and Vivian to attend to his interests: Edmund, his timber interests, and Vivian
his farming interests.

He built a house at Maropiu for three daughters, Mary, Annie and Kate, and in 1901 he built
a new home for himself on Northcote Point in Auckland known as “Quinton”. This house
was of colonial architecture and was built entirely from one Kauri tree chosen by James
himself. There were no joins in the wood and even the rafters in the ceilings were made
from long lengths of the same Kauri. The timber was brought down from Kaihu by train to
Dargaville and then to Northcote Point by scow.

In 1921 James Trounson gifted some of his land North of Whatoro which was covered with
a magnificent Kauri forest, to the people of New Zealand. Today this place is called
Trounson Park and is now run by the Department of Conservation.




QUINTON VILLA

VILLA AT 2 PRINCES STREET, NORTHCOTE

BuLLOCKS HAULING LOGS INTO TROUNSON’S MILL
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ABOVE: THE STEEP TRAMLINE ON WHICH TIMBER IS BROUGHT FROM THE SIBERIA BUSH KAIHU 6

BELOW: THE FIRST LOG COMING OUT OF THE “SIBERIA” BUSH

6 JJ MAXWELL NZ WEEKLY NEWS
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ABOVE AND BELOW: BULLOCKS BRINGING IN THE LOGS TO TROUNSON’S MILL AT KAIHU
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LEFT: TRANSPORTING LOGS FROM SIBERIA WEST OF
KAIHU AT THE TOP OF THE HILLS DOWN TO THE MILL
BESIDE THE KAIHU RIVER.

LEFT: JAMES TROUNSON'S MILL AT KAIHU

LEFT: THE KAIHU MILL AFTER THE FLOOD OF 1907
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MAROPIU

ABOVE: HAULING A LOG OUT TO THE TRAMLINE IN MESSER’S BONELLA AND YOUNG’S BUSH AT MAROPIU

In 1904, the tramway at Maropiu, Northland, had such a steep grade it required a
brakeman riding on each bogie (small cart). They both wound hand cranks that pressed
board brakes onto the faces of each wheel. It was very dangerous work. On a nearby tram
in that same year, a brakeman was crushed to death by a log when a bogie wheel collapsed.

7
LEFT: BRAKEMAN ON THE MAROPIU TRAM LINE

7 PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN BY... APG-1398-1/2-F
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ABOVE: LOGS AT THE MAROPIU RAIL STATION 1912

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXXVI, ISSUE 251, 20 OcTOBER 1905, PAGE 4

SEQUEL TO AN AOCIDENT.

(By Telegraph.—Preas Assotintion.)

DARGAVILLE, this day-

A serious accident occurred in the Tos
tamoe Bush yesterday. A bushmail
named Peter Coburn was breaking dowsa
two kauri logs on a trnck on a steep ian~
cline, when the inside rail broke apd
shot the log over Coburn. Twenty-
two men took five hours io carry the
sufferer over the roads to Maropiu. AS
many places the men were waist deeP-
in mud and slush. A special irain Was-
run from Maropiu to Dargaville, o
burn was finally taken to the Norther®
Wairoa Hospital, where he was fousd
to have been injured internslly.
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THE AWAKENING OF THE
CNORTH. =

New Zealand Herald, Volume XL, Issue 12182, 30 January 1903, Page 7

_lh‘."o. II.

MAORI CULTIVATIONS IN THE
EATHU VALLEY.

lelie——

THE WAIRUA KAURI FOREST.
[6OY OUR SEFRCIAY. REFORTER.]

I z.rrr Dargaville by a fast and furicus tim-

ber train, and made o halt at Afaropin.
Maropiu is abount midway up the Kaihu
| Valley, and is = big tilnber-working cemtre.
Messrs. Mitchelson Bros. hold extensive
kauri foresta here, and contractors are at
| work szeading down logs to the railway line.
Whell-built tramways have been carried into
. the bush from the walley, and run back in
the hills some miles. I followed one of these
ttamways to Stokes and = pamp.
The mt“;jﬂ:dﬂﬂ——thu =l OTx
ench hand for beimg easily ploughable,
0o far as steepness - Inplzc- here
camps or fires had there was a con-
siderabie amount of grass, showing that the
land would make pasture if the proper kind
of grass seed were sown, after the bush is
clearoed. Some people complain of the
North being broken countxy, n0o far as
I have seen the western part of it at an
rate is™quite easy country com wi
the famous oral districts of North Can-
terbury, and is simply level country com-
pared with much of 0. a
One m::t help being l-tonit::hed at the
costly wor necessary to bring timber down
to e mills. The tramway, though on
temp:n:a, was as substantial a= some -
WaYS, skill was shown in ita com-
atauction. way that it was carried ovexr
waterccurses and spurs filled one with ad-
miration for the encineerinoe caoabilities of




or spend years in obtaining certificates or
diplomas. Anyone who sees their works and
their working, however, must give them their
admiration, and if ever this country needs
skilled men to mn;'e- howl:y guns and con-
struct roads throug ground a call on
the timber-workers wlm bring some thou-
saunds of the most active and resourceinl fel-

weights with an ease that seems marvellous.

the Alaropin Bush was quiundeﬂ at the
time of my visit, but the work of exten
mrnud. into the min to commmunicate wit
tramway was go on apaoce.
T loft Stokes and McGregors Camp and
tramped over a low to Snowden’s
Camp, and here too road-miaking inatead of
felling and hanling was carried on, so
L descended to the vV in, strik-
ing it near the Maori settlement: of Ahikiwi.
At Ahikiwi i the Ngatihia n, a8 seac-
tion of the great Ngapuhi tribe. The whole
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thin Ccrop.
I followed the course of the Kaibm River

bBacik Tto Maropin. throngl Inxnrisand grass owm

the Sats, and beaches of shingle and ssaad.

Rapids altermnated wiitlay poois, Doaking

beauntiful fishing water, =a af the stream

light of o glers, I e d imch of it
= of » Fox every

can be ffAahed, on«ck m pools shonld

carry big -

On the previous day I bhad seen from the
bank of the river mear the Adaropia r.:i.l.wn;-[r
station three fish in the water runnimg, 8o
shkould » about three-q
esackh in weadight - T-they were mob »
trout they wevre close relations. X am o=
sure ey really were trout as a moaa can be
without baving the fishx before hinn om the
m, and @& Mmori who lives by the rwiver

trout fish,”” which. of course, shounld clinch
the mmoatier. x ities of
‘dtiwves Tives, but saw Do othexr H=l
resepabling troot. hoswesver, o anyomncs
who knows= the shy bhabits of trout,. i=s no ar-
&t that otihve~ Asih were mot -

On lemvi Adnropin I went :E to Foaibh
or Opanake, at the termninus of e line, and

throungihh the o of Afr. Tromna»som: TWas
able to see some of € finest kaunri bush lefi
ml&:awm,mdmofthamm“-

l:rrn:I lopes going < n to e > the
- = down T,
Mw B ont gmand
and bhbloe lines of ferm and -
= . 1Dm the Enaaock forest-
cow img to endiess
e Tode il thounglh im
reality the the sesvwrardd mm
Tl '-'bra-d ollE v PEain * in
T L . - f- = ] o
dination It g countay . =l
ones dare not say mmch to .Enel:landars p 1~
T ous, was o daric, good-
loam, nt least two feet » saad thve saky-
hges ‘ihere ) L Bt M gl
amnces there must be tens
acres of this class of coun . covered witih
sOoTAR and ferm ithat should reguire Yittle
Iabouir to tarn it into Tihe ubiguitous
danthonin wasn in evidence, its white
-ten?_-h“ing np in littlo wrhere the
sumdigmer iz Eraus
v requires encouragement to turn that
Eaez o oy me land into good
mess.
-~ mﬂn hounr"s ride from XKaibu is the
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BIreeE Pﬂlﬂlm
Afoutmhnur‘-ﬁdafrcm]{ﬂhuinthn
Kauri Park, given by Mr. Troumeon, wsen.,
to the public of this conntry. It lies along-
side the rasin road, and a magnificent
piece of forest. I did mot enter it on this
occasion, for before ruah:ng it we
branched off enly to the left, and entered
£ gt Nl'i ; G-ig.not tio m
oresis ew i
with trunks twenty and thirty feet in cir-
cumference, rize like steady columns. sixty
snd seventy feet in height. sometimes with-
out a perceptible taper and often without a
branck. .And above these noble silver-grey
columns towers the reading head of the
tree. The und wth, in strange conlrast
to the massive uri. consists v of
slender, graceful Iancewood, and m-like
spiderwood, with giant ferns an kie-kie,
kauri grass and toe-toe in great fusion.
I have ridden through manv ot New Ziea
land’s foresta but none impressed me like
this Wairua Bush. Mr. Whitehsad, who
wu« guiding me, told me how many millions
of fect gf tiiu}her tthehr: were in thedut?ndin
kaurix, but or the fizures. and auiter al
the quantity is tﬁ:hiﬁahhg rapidly, for men
are at w cutting down the trees as fast
ax they can. and tumbling them into the
Wairua Creek so that floods can them
to the booms at Kaibu. Thumdg
this bush is almost level, and im fact

dug out, no doubt men will turn their -
tion to wsettling even the kauri country,
which has a bad name among

think grass should grow without any

ﬁn‘.!.‘-’.'l_.f{_i_._ asewi Thmelh iz an indnstrv that




trouble.

Working kouri bush is an industry that
twe Wa 0 ves one &
ter insight into the actual wurk than ony
aumbar ‘of words, n0 matier how skilfully
utilised. The crosscutters were at work on
a tree, and the sharp-toothed ssw wieided
by four men bit into the green timber ab &
marvellous rate, 1o half an hour the tree
oas all bat cut throagh, and the great pine

foll crashing into the undﬂnﬂh. To
saw the trun‘\ into lengtbs sud to dray these

the
lock tesms is the gecond and the thid
The slow, patiemt bullocks

0D,
hntehudnntothlogdmittnhoﬁid;,
where it is on to & sledge or cate-
marsn, wh :tltilll'lllldnggdomu
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MANGAWHARE

WEST BANK AT THE MOUTH OF THE KAIHU RIVER

T. S. FORSAITH was one of the earlier exporters of timber from Mangawhare at the mouth
of the Kaihu River: from his biography we have the following...

In 1834 he sailed as fourth officer in the Hoogley which was under charter by the
Government to transport convicts to Botany Bay. In July 1836, in the Lord Goderich, he
again visited Australia and on the return voyage called at Hokianga to collect a cargo of
Kauri spars.

On 17 May 1838, at the Congregational Church in Old Broad Street, London, Forsaith
married Elizabeth Mary, daughter of Robert Clements, of Hoxton — their wedding being one
of the first legally celebrated in a dissenting place of worship.

Later in the same year he chartered the Coromandel, loaded it with trade goods and
lumber making machinery, and immigrated to New Zealand.

In 1839 he purchased two blocks of land in the Kaipara district and established a trading
station on the northern Wairoa River. He also erected a mill to cut Kauri spars (then selling
at £17 each) for the British Government, and imported cattle and farm implements to break
in his land.

HIS LAND PURCHASES...

1839. 10 September. Mangawhare:

| Tirarau hereby agree to sell Mangaware to Mr. Thomas Spencer Forsaith for 50 Pounds in
money and one coat. These are the boundaries of this Land, viz. On one side by the River
Kaihu, following its course until it reaches the foot of the hill called T. S. Forsaith. [400
acres] Motuaronga the which hill (or elevated Land) forms the boundary on the other side
extending to the Wairoa River.
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1839-2,000 acres...
Forsyth buys off Wiremu Tipene of Ngati Whatua:
Deeds—No: 337: Hokorako Block, River Arapaoa, Kaipara District

Now this Indenture witnesseth that in consideration of Twenty-five pairs of blankets, ten
waistcoats, ten pair of braces, one cloak, ten coats, twenty pairs of Trowsers, twenty shirts,
five pieces of handkerchiefs, one piece of Dungaree, six pieces of gown print one dozen
Comforters, five single fowling pieces, two boxes percussion caps, fourteen razors, five cloth
Caps, two bags of Sugar, two bags of Flour, four Casks of Powder, two casks of Tobacco, Six
Iron pots, one cask Ball, two boxes Soap, one box pipes, five boxes, a cow and calf, one boat,
two double barrel fowling pieces and thirty Sovereigns lawful coin of Great Britain in hand
well and truly delivered by the said Thomas Spencer Forsaith

HASTINGS ATKINS 1851

On the 3 June 1851 Hastings Atkins bought the Mangawhare property off T. S. Forsaith for
175 pounds. The acreage was now 351.

The first serious attempt at exporting timber was under taken after 1851 when Mr. Atkins
and his agents Matthew Marriner and Messrs’ Brown and Campbell formed an exporting
business at Mangawhare.

The purpose of the Mangawhare business was to export timber and Kauri gum, these being
secured from all over the district including the Kaihu River Valley.

In 1852 Atkins obtained a timber license as per the following news clip (page 167) and in
1857 it is recorded that he is sending to Portsmouth, England aboard the barque Signet a
consignment of 50 Admiralty spars, 28 Tons of Tanekaha bark and 330 tons of Kauri gum.

In 1862 Mr. Atkins retired, and the business was taken over by Dr. Campbell of Messrs’
Brown, Campbell and Co.




ABOVE: BROWN AND CAMPBELL AND COMPANY’S STORE AT MANGAWHARE
ON THE BANKS OF THE NORTHERN WAIROA RIVER

BELOW: LOGS ARRIVING AT THE MOUTH OF THE KAIHU RIVER FROM THE KAIHU VALLEY FORESTS 8

8 IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THIS LOCOMOTIVE “F” 216 SPENT THE WHOLE OF HER LIFE ON THE KAIHU SECTION, HAVING BEEN ERECTED THERE IN
1888. SHE WAS KNOWN As K.V.R. NO. 1 (I.E., KAIHU VALLEY RAILWAY No. 1).




NEW ZEALANDER, VOLUME 8,
ISSUE 658, 4 AUGUST 1852
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Commissioner of Crown Lands' Office,
Auckland, 14th July, 1852,

OTICE.—TIMBER LICENSES for the
undermentioned persons are now ready
for delivery at the Colonial Treasurer’s Office.
Parties are requested to take them out forth

with,

Nunes.

Hastings Atkins +...
Robert Anderson,,,.
John Brown.,......
Henry Brown ......
William Menary «...
G. F. Russell sasaee
Richard Binns,e... .

William Bayett ««..

Localities and date of appli-
cation.

Wairoa District, Kai-
para, Oct. 14, 1851,

Wai Werawera River,
Dec. 1, 1851,

Okura Creek, Dec. 30,
1851.

The Okura, Dec. 31,
1851,

North Shore, April 14,
1852.

Hokianga, May 20,
1852,

Pura Creek, Mahu-

rangi, May 5, 1852.
Manukan, June 7,
1852.

Eowarp Mavwr,
Commissioner of Crown Lands

NEW ZEALAND SPECTATOR AND COOK'S STRAIT GUARDIAN, VOLUME IX,
ISSUE 923, 7 JUNE 1854, PAGE 3

Disastrous Fire At Kareara.—We regret
having to report the occurrence of a calamitous
fire at Kaipara, by which the large store of
Hastings Atkins, Esq., has been cousumed, and
property to a large amount completely des-
troyed. From the extended nature of Mr.
Atkins’ engagements in the important timber
trade of the Kaipara district, and the conse-
quent necessity of his having a considerable
supply of goods and provisions’ on hand, the
store was one of the largest in the Province
(out of Auckland) and at the time of the acci-
dent contained not less than £2200 worth of
property, the whole of which was cousumed,
with the exception of a few cases of tobacco.
The cause of the fire has not been ascertained,
but it is supposed to have arisen from the neg-
ligence of some person smoking either in the
store or close by it;  this catastrophe ought to
be an additional warning to those who are ad-
dicted to smoking, or who are employers of
smokers, to exercise double caution in the
practice near wooden buildings, as one occur-
rence similar to this at Kuipara might involve
a-whole street or a great portion of our city in
ruin,—New Zealander,. April 22,

mll‘ﬂ TJﬂl?ﬂ'h\Yﬂ'ﬂ ‘h‘ﬂﬂhn _’Tllv'\.r\ -\nm:nr] A‘ oAW

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE PORT OF AUCKLAND
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XIV, IssUE 1043, 26 JUNE 1857, PAGE 2

June Eﬁ—gignet, barque, 539 tons, W. C. S. Lewis,
master, from Kaipara, with 50 admiralty spars, 28
tons tanckaha bark, and 330 tons kauri gum shipped
by Hastings Atkins. _
England :—Hastings Atkins, Ada Mairiner, Rhoda
Marriner, Annie Chapman.—Brown and Campbell,

agents.

Passcngers for Portsmouth,




~58 ~

PORT OF ONEHUNGA
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XVIII, IssUE 1518, 4 JUNE 1862, PAGE 3

Katpana,—The following is the report of Capt W. H. Yule,
ship City of Manchester, dated Kaipara, May 20th, which has
' been handed to us (DAILY SouTHERN CRroSS) for publication ;
~= Arrived off the heads of Kaipars from Auckland on the
' 12th inst , after & passage of seven days. Could not see any
distinguishing or leading marks on the‘heads, as per chart.
Brought the north head to bear N.E. (magnetic), and steered
- in boldly for the head on the same bearing, when o fine open,
" broad channel presented itself to my view, bearing 2 N E.
course right through, carrying7 fathoms at half ebb, wind
- N.W. I conmder Knipara o safe place to enterin any weather.
From reports in Auckland pnd elsewhere I expocted to havo
had great difficulty with my ship, cOUPLED WITH DANGER,
" which made me take a pilot with me from Auckland to thké
the shap through the heads, which I should not have otherwise
~done I would advise every ship-master who, may chancs to
come this way to make the land a Jittle to the north of the
' heads, say 8 or 10 miles. By doing so the heads cannot be mis-
taken, and no diffienlty nor danger need bé apprehended, as
you sail along the land, say 6§ miles off, and bring the north
head to bear N E. (magnetic), steer hnldiy i, and & fine open
chaunel will burst on your view, about 14 mile wide, as near
as I could judge I cannot see why Kaipara should have such
& mighty bad name, as ships of the largést fonnage can enter:
at any time of tide, It has the advantage of ;u‘}ii;yu other ports
on the west coast, which are bar harhours, whéreas Kaipata
has no dafficulty such as that to surmount ;*and shounld it be
my lotto be on a'lee shore {n this locality I' shouldimake
directly for Kalpara, having sa mugh confidence in it myself.
Mr Matthew Marriner offers every facility for the loading of
!hllii (0w agent for Mr. Hastings Atkins) under bis consign-

ment.,” R ReY?
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XX, ISSUE 2090, 31 MARCH 1864, PAGE 4

WWE are glad to find that the -pirnit of enteiprise 1s
abroad ; and as a necessary result of the judicious
application of capmtal, we expect to find that our
provincial resoumces will be rapidly developed. From
a recent tour in the north of tlus province, we are
enabled to state that incaleulable wealth 1s lying
dormant, which a httle eneirgy and capital would
woon convert into money. There areimmense fo1rests,
and hundreds of thousands of acresof the most fertile
land lymng waste. 1t is satisfactory, however, to
know that something 1s bewng doue to develop at
least one branch of industry in the north. We
refer to the timber trade. Mr. John MeLeod
established the pioneer steam saw mmil on
Kaipara a year ago, and 1t 18 now as complete an
establishment asany one might wish tosee., He hasg
hkewise opened up a new trade with India m squared
timber, which promises well for this country, as it
has been found that kauri is theonly wood whieh the
whice ant does not attack, The effect of Mr. McLeod’s
enterprise has been to bring four vessels a mounth, on
an average, into the Kaipara. Another steam saw
mill has been erected on the upper i1each of the
Orunawharo, by an Albertland settler ; but when we
visited the settlement it was not quite com-
pleted. DMr. Bonar, of Kaukapakapa, is building
a steam saw mll on the airoa, below Mr,
Marriner's; and we believe the maclhinery for
another steam saw mill for the Wairoa is coming
out from England. Hokianga is likewise to have
its steam saw mill, arrangements for the erection of
which are, we have been given to understand, being
made by Mr. Webster and a gentleman in Sydney.
In enumerating the mills to the north of Auckland
we must not forget the extensive works of Measrs.
Henderson and gi'acfarlnue, on the Waitemata, or of
the old established concern at Pakiri, on the East
Coaszt. South of Auckland we have four
saw mills in full operation on the Manukan,
and a floating mill is being taken to the Waikato by
Mr. Gibbons, the proprietor of two of the Manukau
mills. On the west side of the peninsular of Coro-
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WHAPU

EAST BANK AT THE MOUTH OF THE KAIHU RIVER

TIMBER BUSINESS

It was not until Hasting Atkins bought out T S Forsaith at Mangawhare that the timber
business at the mouth of the Kaihu River began in earnest and then after the arrival of
Joseph Dargaville 1871 we had merchants operating each side of the Kaihu River employing
hundreds of men in this growing business.

As the mill settlements grew, so too did the demand for service industries. Homes, stores,
hotels, churches and schools: rugby and cricket clubs were formed and other recreation
clubs; people were settling in and so roads and a railway line had to be built to help with
the ever ending demand from the worlds populous and immigrants. In deed a very busy
time.

1871: JoSEPH MCMULLEN DARGAVILLE

In 1869 -70, Irish Entrepreneur by the name of Joseph McMullen Dargaville joined the
Melbourne firm of ‘Must and Company’ as their Auckland agent and opened a business as a
wholesale merchant in Hobson's Buildings, Shortland Street.

In 1871, Joseph, travelled to the mouth of the Kaihu River then known as Whapu and
decided to set up shop for his firm Must and Co on the East bank initially and then for
himself as follows...

Note: Dargaville commuted frequently from Auckland until late in 1871, when he
promoted Edwin Mitchelson, a member of his staff, to local manager.

Recognizing the trade potential of the relatively undeveloped resources of Kauri timber and
gum, Joseph initially leased from Parore Te Awha four acres on the adjacent Kaihu River
and then eventually in 1872 he purchased from Parore and others the Tunatahi block of
171 acres, and at the junction of the Wairoa and Kaihu rivers founded and developed the
town of Dargaville. He set up a trading post and built up a prosperous timber industry that
by 1876 was reputed to employ over 400 men.

At his own expense he built a large store and gum shed, and tramways and wharves to
service the expanding overseas trade. In time, cottages and two hotels were erected and in
1874 a spacious family home was built on a prime site in the town. He donated land for the
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Anglican Church and for a school and was one of the original promoters of the Kaihu valley
railway connecting Kaihu with Dargaville.

In 1876 Joseph Dargaville sold part of his timber interests to the Union Sash and Door
Company and Edwin Mitchelson took over his merchant businesses. Dargaville continued to
own, almost exclusively, the land and buildings of the township, from which he derived
considerable income through leasing. To gain the maximum economic advantage from his
estate he established the Dargaville Trust in his wife’s interests and transferred the
management of his property to the trustees.

NORTHERN WAIROA KAIHU

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VoLUME XXXII, IsSUE 5324, 4 NOVEMBER 1876, PAGE 5

NATIVE GATHERING AY
NORTHERN WAIROA,

Tax largest and most influential ; were at first very high in their demands,
thggll,aori ““upper crust” whiohmhu o asking ’ £500 for the 170 acres; ulti

place bere for some time was held at
whare last week. The meeting was
. cbiefi,h!‘l from H ! Mabw
ipara, and this district. ~ Amongst thos
present . were -Parore Teawba, Tirang
Kuknpa, ‘L Rore Taobo, Pirika Ngi, Tiogir
Kinaki,' Tawha Moetara, Pairama N,
Te. Hamara Taumatini, Hemana Whiti, Ty
Kene Nene Matitikuba, Mibaka, Tauraq, £y,
The object of the meeting was to :
the alienstion of iece’of land situated of
the junction’of the Kailfy-and Wairoa riven,
on which are. the busicess premises of Messr,
Must and Co.. - The land*contains abou 179
acres, and ‘was at one time given to-one of
Mr. W. A. Marriner’s children, and mbes
g:htly leased to' Meears. .\h*t,and Co,.

natives,-- It seems that ¥Mr, Marriner’y
title to the land had never been com
the vendor’s right to the disposal of it having

been ' disputed,} and I.believe an advers
judgment given in the Native Laods Court,

he, land has since then become very valuahly
as a business stand, and J. M. Dargavilly
Esq., wished to purchase it. | The natives,
keenly slive, to the value of the property,

they agreed to sell to the highest bidder,

Mr. Dargaville became;the purchaser for£171,
—At  thé" same meeting Mr. W, A
Marriner, .as native | interpreter, nege
tiated with’ the Upper Kaihu chiefa on
behalf of Mesars, Bonar ‘and Johnson, of the
Aratapn Saw-wills, for| the purchase of a3
extensive, forest of kauri timber on the
Kaibu river. | This was effected in considers
tion of the sum of £250, the first instalment
of £50 being ‘paid at the completion of the
transfer,—Mzr.' Preece, on behalf of the Go-
verament, offered to treat with the natives
for| the purchase of a kaari forest in the
Kaihii district, but the owpers, . thinking I
suppose that they had trapsacted busines
enoughatone meeting, declined to entertainhis
ro —The Rev. F. Gould was s
Kh,ng&wlun ‘on qnndn'y, and held Divine
service in Maori/ There~ was a good
attendance, and after the service he ex.
pressed his satisfaction at meeting such a
intelligent and appreciative native andienok
Mr, Gould left here for Ancklsn'l‘ll (;n Th“
day last. natives remained for two or
th!ée,_dayl {:;ayinge@oﬁ others’ society sad
visiting theit| friends, and dirpersed well
satisied with the amount of business dooe.

15.44 Sale of Tunatahi block [Dargaville], July 1872

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME VI, ISSUE 1688, 16 JuLy 1875, PAGE 2

BusSivESss is very brisk in the various bushes
arownd here, especially in the work of
felling ard squaring timber. Since my last
the barque * Harriet Armitage’ has taken
her departure, with a load of sguared timber,
for China. —\We have mnow a skating rink
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Ax absurd rumour has gained currency in the
South to the effect that Sir Jalinus Vogel
and Mr Thomas Russell have entered into a
contract with the Admiralty, on behalf of
the New Zealand Government, by -which a
large portion of the New Zealand kauri
forests are to be reserved for the purpose of
supplying the British Admiralty with timber
for shipbuilding purposes. The true
facts of the case, we believe, are these :—
During his residence in England, and in his
private capacity, Mr. Thomas Russell has
pressed upon the attention of the Admiralty
the valuable qualities of the kauri pine for
shipbuilding, and has succeeded in arranging
for its use to a very large extent at the naval
dockyards. With this view he has entered
into a contract with the Admiralty, on his
own behalf, tosupply two and a-half million
feet of timber per annum, in the form of
spars and balk timber. This important con-
tract has been sublet to Mr J. M. Dargaville,
who, as is well known, has acquired rights
over extensive kauri forests on the Wairoa
river, Kaipara, and elsewhere, and has now
some large contracts on hand for supplying
logs to mills, particularly to the Aratapu
sawmill. The Shortland Sawmill Com-
pany, in which Mr. Russell is a share-
holder, has also wundertaken part of the
contract. The arrangement wiil no doubs
tend €0 bring the kauri into still greater re-
pute, and by increasing the demand -will
tend to accelerate the present wvery rapid
process of denuding the lands of the province
of their timber. HWven at the present rate
of consumption, the time is not far distant
when the kanri pine will be a rarity. The
tree is one of wvery slow growzh, and no
measure, however comprehensive, for the
conservabion of forests can possibly keep up
such a supply as that no w peing drawn from
this province.

About 1910 at the township of Dargaville another saw mill was established and continued
to operate up until the 1950's. The greater part of its life span was catering for local needs
rather than export. The mill was established by Anderson and Sundberg, and was known as
Anderson's Mill for many years.

In the latter part of its life it was owned by the Rope Family.

In 1954 a new company was formed by Morse and Ramsey which continued until 1970,
when the mill was dismantled and re-erected at Parore, a little North of Dargaville. The
original mill site was upgraded and now forms part of the waterfront area of Dargaville. The
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extent of the site was from the Northern Wairoa Boating Club to that land now occupied by

Woolworth’s supermarket.
Another mill was owned by Woolsey Allan. °

FIRE AT DARGAVILLE
EVENING PosT, VoLuME XCIII, ISSUE 44, 20 FEBRUARY 1917

DARGAVILE, ThisgDay.
At 12.45 .o'clock last night he fire
bell soanded an alarm. It was found
that Woolsey Allen's mill was ablaze,

- When the brigade reached the scene
the buildings and a large stock of
fimber were a mass of flames, and there
wag no chance of saving ' anything.

Anderson’s mill, mnhguuus, was In
d&-ﬂgﬁl’. , T ' "

Luckily, the wind was blowing from
the right quarter, and & plentiful supply
of water and the leroic efforts of - the
brigade prevented the fire spreading,

Anderson lost five hundred thousand
feet of timber, part of which was being
loaded on the Ea.r us Margra, -

Allen's msurmﬂas total £1900; An.
derson's insurances are not known.

9 SOURCE: (EXCERPTS FROM “SAWMILLS ON THE KAIPARA” BY RAY HILL-TAYLOR)

BusH ADVOCATE, VOLUME XIX,
IssUE 851, 21 OCTOBER 1907

SEVEN DROWNED.
,[Pm:sa ASSOCIATION.] .
- AUCKLAND, To-day.
Wallace Bros.’ launch, containing

a fishing party of 12, capsized on the
- Whangapae bar on S‘mndav evening,

“Seven were drowned, inclnding: —
David and Harol(] Wallace, flax-
‘millers.

- W. Adamson, cierls
.Ra.“ ini ‘Riri and ’I‘hos lmhe mill-

hands.
George Harris, saddler.

- Arthur Po plm\ ell, a boy.

. Those. saveﬁ

jun., m11 manager ; .N. Irving, bush
contractur R. Blundell engineer of
the launeh Wi Hare and Tepaa, nnl]

were : ’ﬁoolsev Allan,
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A SAWMILL ACCIDENT
ASHBURTON GUARDIAN, VOLUME XXXIII,
Issue 8821, 18 MARCH 1914

- DARCAVILLE, March 17,

Late this afternoon Harold Ander-
son, proprietor of .o Dargaville saw-
mill, et with au” accident while dog-
ging o log preparatory to hauling 1t-up
to thowsaw. Tho wedge slipped and 4
chip off thie log cntered his right eye.
The Anes~ npeued his romoral to the
Auckland Hogpital: immediately., it
feared that liswill Jose the right eye.
Ho was takew by launch'to Helensville
this evenme.”. . .

-

LOCAL AND GENERAL

NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 28 JANUARY 1920, PAGE 2

The Te Kopuru sawmill (yhich has
just been closed down) was the third
built in the Northern Wairoa dis-
trict. The promoters were DMessrs
Henry and Charles Walton and W. S.
Graham, the owners of up-river pro-
perties, which carried considerable
Lauri forests. The machinery was
chipped from Fngland on the Cossi-
rore, about the year 1866. The ves-
sel got as far as the Bay of Biscay,
vwhen she was found to be in  a
leaky condition and put back to port.
Captain Wilson took command, and a
frosh starl was made. When o the
ship arrived at Te Kopuru it was
faund that the machinery was much
damaged, and the purchasers refused
to take delivery. Two engineers,
Messrs Shepherd and Firth, had been
sent out by the makers of the ma-
ciiinery to sce to its erection, and
others were also on the ground ready
to go on with the work, so that the
delay was costly. Long litigation en-
sued, and the workmen were disband-
ed. Mr Firth was drowned in the
Te Kopuru creek, and was buried on
the bank. Ultimately the machinery
was put up to auection by the old
Auckland firm of Messrs Cochrane
arnd Son, Mr Samucl Cochrane being
the auetioneer. A peculiar feature
of the sale was the announcement
made by Mr Cochrane that the money,
according to his instructions, was to
e paid in sovereigns, but he was
preparcd to take the responsibility of
acecepting Bank of New Zealand
retes. The purchaser was Mr Alley,
who bought it for the original pur-
chasers.
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POVERTY BAY HERALD, VOLUME XLV,
Issue 14784, 11 DECEMBER 1918

It is reported from Dargaville that
the Te Kopuru mill of the Kauri Tim-
ber Company, has closed down, and
that the company’s bushes in the
Northern Wairoa have been cut out.
For many years the Te Kopuru miil
registered the largest output of tim-
ber of any mill in the district, and
some years ago more timber was ex-
ported from the Kaipara harbour
than from all the other New Zealand
ports combined. The industry has a
striking record in the Northern Wai-
roa, at one time employing many
hundreds of men in the forests, on
the rivers, in the mills, and in con-
nection with the shipping of the tim-
her to oversea ports, But the larger
mills have passed away, the Tatara-
riki sawmill being thg only one of
considerable dimensons now remain-
ing. Next comes Mr Anderson’s
mill at Dargavillee  Three other
small milling plants are engaged cut-
ting up the smaller kahikatea and
rimu in isolateq portions of the coun-
try. For the last year or two only
twenty to twenty-five men have been
directly employed at Te Kopuru.

The Craig liner Thumata Jeaves Darga-
ville wharf this afternoon direct ~for
S{dney with six hundred thousand feet
of timber from Anderson’s mill. A
special steamer has arrived from Auck
land with mails to.be despatched by the
[humata for Australia, . |
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EDWIN MITCHELSON AND CO. 1876

LEFT: EDWIN MITCHELSON. 10

In 1871 Mitchelson joined the firm of J. M. Dargaville and
Company, timber and Kauri gum merchants. He was soon
promoted to manager of their store and trading concerns.
The area's first post office was located in this store and
Mitchelson was postmaster from 1871 to 1880.

In 1876, when Joseph Dargaville sold the timber interests,
Mitchelson took over the other enterprises. With his
brothers Richard and John he founded the firm of E.
Mitchelson and Company, which later extended its activities
to include the timber trade. He was also involved in
founding the shipbuilding industry on the Kaihu River. He
owned several ships, including the fine schooner Huia,
trading regularly between Kaipara Harbour and Lyttelton. Mitchelson along with Mr.
Dargaville was one of the original promoters of the Kaihu Valley railway.

When Mitchelson moved to Auckland in 1881 he established a branch of E. Mitchelson and
Company, with offices and a gum warehouse in Little Queen Street. From the 1890s the
output from the saw mills he had built at Aoroa and elsewhere in the north was prodigious.
In December 1898 a new company, Mitchelson Timber Company, was formed and the head
office transferred from Dargaville to Auckland. At the peak of sawn timber production in
1907 the company held cutting rights to Kauri on Crown lands in Hobson, Hokianga and
Whangarei counties.

10 SOURCE: ALEXANDER TURNBULL LIBRARY
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A BIG RAILWAY CONTRACT

MARLBOROUGH EXPRESS, VOLUME XXIII, ISSUE 17, 21 JANUARY 1887, PAGE 2

(URITED PRESS ASSOCIATION,)

AUOKLAND, Jan, 21.

Owen, the contractor for the Kaihu
Valley railway, has arrived from Sydaey,

and means to

start operations at once,

giving employment to 100 men. The first

gection of 16%

miles is to cast £58,000,

including rolling stock, railway stations,
and other buildings. The railway will tap
a splendid kauri bush, containing 300 mil.

lions of feet of

timber, The railway plant

and rolling stock will be brousht direct

from HEngland,
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American timber can be put into any of the
Australian markets at nearly one-half the
cost of our kauri, and hence it will be seen
that unless we can produce at a cheaper rate
the industry is a thing of the past, and Sir
Julius Vogel will be able to conserve the
kauri forests of New Zealand for generations
yet unborn, Last year the Union Sash and
Door Company, the largest timber concern
here, lost £18,000, and having a big over-
draft with the Bank of New Zealand, the
company is now forced to curtail and shut
down its mills till lower wages rule. The
Americans haye the great pull of usin that
they can get their baulk timber down in
winter while the ground is frozen and the
rivers o sheet of ice, When tho ice thaws

the timber moves off down stream with little.

trouble or expense. Hero the timber has to
be got ont in winter, and has to be hauled
over some fect of mud instead of slippery
frozen ground, and great dams—costing hune
dreds of pounds—have to be built, to catch
a head of water sufticient to drive the junk
timber out into the main stream, All eyes
just now are turned towards the Kaihu
valley, where a contract for some 20 miles of
railway has just been let by a private com.
pany, in which Messrs E. Mitchelson, J, M.
Dargaville, and others are largely concerned,
This line will open up one of the finest kauri
forests in the colony, and when completed
will give the industry another * boom,” as
the timber will be got out cheaply and ex-
peditiously, which is the whole secret of
success in this business, I have known as

peditiously, which is the whole secret of
success in this business, I have known as
much as £2000 worth of logs to lie in a
stream 18 months waiting for a fresh, which
simply means ruination to any company.
The Kaihu valley line will not only open up
a great extent of forest country, but alsoa
large area of very fine agricultural land,
much of which is suitable for fruit culture,
The line is to be finished in 18 months, and
some of this land will come into the market
in ghout a year's time. The company is
building the line under the old District Rail-
ways Act, and gets some 20,000 acres of

land, \

North Auckland, by the way, is very poorly
off for railways, the main trunk ending at
Helensville, 38 miles north of Auckland,
There ate small coal sections at Whangarej
and Kawakawa, and -the Kaihu, now.in
course of construction, is all that the district
can boast of in the way of railways, Itis
little better off for roads, though here and
there—at Whangarei and the Bag of Islands
—are some few miles of macadamised high-
ways. There is a main north road running
through the district, but in many places it
is only a clay track, Fortunately the dis-
trict has numbers of fine harbours, with
navigable ivers running from them into the
interior, and nearly the whole of the traffic
of the North is carried on by steamers ; and
as showing the progress of the colony, I may
quote the fact that the speedy and yacht-
like 5.8, Wellington, which only & few years
ago was one of the chief coasting boats, now

plies between Auckland and Northern ports,
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OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 1842, 11 MARCH 1887

To return again to the North Auckland
distriet, I may point out that land which a
few years ago was considered absolutely
valueless—~the “ gum ranges” from which
the kauri gum is obtained—has proved itgelf
eminently adapted to fruit culture, particu-
larly to apples, pears, and pluras, f
very week there have been on exhibition in
Queen street some of the finest apples dnd
plums ever seen in Auckland, grown by a
Mr Parr, 2 nurserymen, at Waikomiti, a few
miles from the city, on the *hungriest" of
looking land. One of the apples weighed
270z, This gum land was always considered
next to valueless, but latterly quite a quan.
tity of it has been put down to frult, and
agreeably surprising results have been ob-
tained—in fact, for certain fruits it cannot

ba beaten, At Mangapai a Mr Knaggs has

an orchard—about eight acres—on gum land,
off which he nets every year about £200,
The forests in burning off no doubt depo-
sited in the soil the elements of potash
which fruit trees feed so largely on, and
hence the results, This same gum land gave
to the North its bad name for 8o many years,
and people going North in search of land

used to get so disgusted ab meeting with

nothing but barren gum ranges for the first
50 or 60 miles that they turned back with-
out reaching the great fertile valleys of the
Far North, and gave the district the cha-
racter of being a barren waste. These gum
lands have been of immense value'to the
province, for they have not only supported &
large number of men all through the bad

ust this

pryvrasavyy avT Ty T Tt W La

large number of men all through the bad
times, but have always been a great assiste
ance to the small cockatoos, who during dull
times could go and dig gum to raise a little
cash, To the settlers generally, too, the
gumdiggers' camps have been of grent
benefit, “affording & good market -for
butter, cheese, bacon, beef, &c. Thousands
of diggers roam about the North, and the
value of the industry is shown by the annual
amount of gum exported--namely, £299,000,
The kauri timber industry has also been &
great support to the North, the mills and
bushes thronghout North Auckland employ-
ing some thousands of men, and these again
have always provided first-class markets for
settlers’ produce, Till quite lately the gum
industry was quieter than it had been for
very mahy years, owing to the nnprecedented
low prices, but it has taken a rise lately, and
now all the fields are again well manned,
and good wages (in the case of an expert
digger as much as £3 105 a week) are being
made. The greatest novice will not make
less than 80s, but it is very hard work®and
long hours, the gum gathered in the day
having to be “scraped” ab night, The
timber trade is still terribly depressed, and
[ learnt from Mr E. Mitchelson yesterday
that the Aratapu mills (the largest in the
province), in the Northern Wairoa, will
‘ghut down” and dismiss all hands next
week, High wages have ruined the, timber
industry, and before it can again be revived
successfully the workpeople will have to be
content with at least 25 per cent. less wages,
American timber can be put into any of the
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4

THFE KAURI TIMBER COMPANY

THFE UNTON STEAM SAW, MOULDING, SASH AND DOOR
COMPANY,: 1864

L Lerm: M

The Kauri Timber Company was formed in 1888 by a
group of financiers in Melbourne, Australia and
»  quickly gained a monopoly of the Kauri industry by
' ,' the takeover of a number of the distressed milling
companies.

It owned and operated as many as thirty mills at one
| time, and shipped Kauri to Australia and the west
| coast of the United States.

,: With the depletion of Kauri resources, the company
diversified operations into other timbers, by taking
& over other milling companies including White Pine

= Company in 1902, Ellis and Burnand in 1904, and
Butler Brothers in 1907.

In 1961 the Kauri Timber Company was itself taken over by Fletcher Timber Ltd, which is
today New Zealand’s second largest forestry company, operating in a number of countries.
The depressed state of the Kauri industry continued until 1897, by which time 75 per cent
of the Kauri forests had been cut. Production then increased in a final great boom period
that reached a peak in 1907. From thereon Kauri production declined, and minor quantities
were milled from 1920 until 1973 when Kauri became protected. The supply of logs from
private land had almost ceased in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, but continued from
State forests.

11 SOURCE: PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVE, ALEXANDER TURNBULL LIBRARY, REFERENCE: PACOLL-5792-06
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By 1890 the Australian registered Kauri Timber Company owned and milled huge areas of
Kauri forest in this country for use in Australia and the West Coast of America. It owned and
operated as many as 30 mills at one time towards the close of the century, at a time when
an estimated 35,000 square kilometres of land was either milled or cleared for pastoral
farming.

Some of those mills included the Hokianga saw mill company: New Zealand timber
Company: W B Jackson and Jackson gum company all in the Hokianga district and also the
Kaihu Valley Railway Companies timber only.

The company was registered in Melbourne, Victoria on July 4 1888 and re registered on
August 31 1920.

In 1957 Industrial Products of Australia was acquired. This subsidiary had steel franchises
covering Western Australia. In October 1957, Leask Corporation Pty. Ltd of Waitara, NSW
was acquired.

In June 1961, it was announced that the company had sold all its New Zealand interests to
the Fletcher Trust Investment Co. Limited and the balance of some minor interests was sold
to the same company in December 1961.

A significant chapter in the history of industrial relations in New Zealand was the
Waterfront Strike of 1913. This dispute began on the Wellington waterfront between
waterfront workers and the Union Steam Ship Company over wages. The dispute soon
spread to other industries around the country.

The labour movement and trade unions in New Zealand remain an important aspect of
industry in New Zealand.

The following photograph shows the infamous Massey’s Special Constables outside the
gates of the Kauri Timber Company on the Auckland Harbour, controlling the workers
during the 1913 Waterfront Strike.
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NEWS OF THE KAURI TIMBER COMPANY FROM PAPERS PAST

A KAURI TIMBER SYNDICATE
STAR, ISSUE 6202, 3 APRIL 1888

SATISFACTORY NEGOTIATIONS.
According to the Northern Advertiser, five

gentlemen have come over from Australia
with & view to bringing the proposals to
purchase the Auckland kauri forests and
wills to & point,  After inspecting the
machinery at Te Kopuru and Aratapu, they
proceeded up the Kaihu Valley to have a
look at the forests, They went part of the |
way hy rail and parb on horseback, Of
course, Jike most business men who have 8 |
large trausaction to carry through, they
-are disposed to be reticent, hub they did
not attempt to conceal their admiration of
tho immenee kauri foreats ab the head of
the valley, and the splendid tract of
country in the vicinity of them, Judging
from the general tenor of their converss.
tion, it would appear that, so far, no
insurmountable difficulty has arisen in the
way of completing negotiations, and that
as soon ag cerbmn details sre agreed upon,
the purchase will be'made. The names of
the visi'ors are Messrs Blair, Walker,
Campbell, Sharpe, snd Christian,

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XIX,
Issue 133, 6 JUNE 1888

'SINCE we wenb to press yesterday some

further information has transpired regard-
ing the properties purchased by the Mel-
bourne timber syndicate.  The properties
comprise 430,000 acres of timber land’

270,000 of which, however, is leasehold.
The amount of growing kauii on these lands
is  estimated at 1,600,000,000 feet,
and the sawmills purchased are equal to an
output of 100,000,000 feet per annum, ex-
clusive of manufacturing machinery. The
following is & complete list of the properties
purchased:--Mercury Bay Timber Company,
Auckland Timber Company, Henry Brett
(Kaipara district), Hokianga Sawmill Com-
pany, Shortland Sawmill Company, Port
Fitzroy Company, Helensville Timber Com-
pany, Kopuru (Dr. Campbell), Javeer and
Parker, Coates and Kendall (Kaipara dis-
trict), Dradley, Cairns and Munder {(Kai-
para, Williami Meikle (Mercury Bay), J.
Wigmore (Whasgaroa), Coulthard Brothers
(Drury), Lane aud Brown (Whangaroa), P.
Lanigan (Ngurura), . 'T. Dulaur (IKai-
para), Blair and Son (Kaipura and Thames),
New Zealand Thnber Company, W. DB.
Jackson (Hokianga and Whanguaroa),
Jackson Gum  Company  (IHokianga),
Whitelaw and Day (Whangavei), 1. M.
ITouston {Mongonui), Union Sash and Door
Company, Schappe and Anscnne (Mercury
Bay), Whanmaioa  Sawnmall Company,
VWhangarvon Rafting Company, Kaihu Val-
ley Rulway Cowmpany (tunber only), Jas.
Chuvistic  (Whangarvas), Hure Brothers
(Whangaron).

The gentlemen composing the syndicate
are :—Geot ge Holdship, Hurvey Palterson,
John Sharp, William Smith, (eorge Napier
Turner, William Harper, John Moodie,
George Lush, George Shaw, Robert J.
Harvey, George Haymann, Matthew Lang,
Matthew Henry Davies, Edwin C. ILlliot,
John H. Patterson, Alexander Fraser Ro:s,
Michael Willis Ferguson, David Blur,
Charles IP. Orr, Thomas Christian,
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THE PEOPKRTIES TRANSFERRED,

The properties which have been trans.
ferred, aud which are mow held by the
syndicate, are the following 1=Meroury
Bay Timber Company ; Auckland Tinber
Company; Henry Brett, Kaipara distriet;
Hokianga Sawmill Company; Shortland
Sawmilt Company ; Port Fitzroy Company
Helenaville Timber Company ; Kopuru (De
Campbell) 5 Jagger and Parker; Coatos
and Kendall, Knipara distvict ; Bradley,
Cairns, and Mander, Kaipara; William
Meikle, Mercury Bay; J.Wigaiore, Whangse
roa ; Conlthard Brothers, Drury ; Laneand
Brown, Whangarea ; P. Lanigan, Nguraru
E. T. Dufaur, Kaipara; Blair and Son,
Ksippra and Thawes; Now Zealand
Timber Company; W. B. Jackson, Hoki.
angs and Whangaroa ; Jackson Gum Cone
 pany, Hokisnga; Whitelaw snd Day,
L%hangarei; R. M. Houston, Mangonuiy
Union Sash and Door Company; Schappe
and Ansepne, Mercury Bay; Whan
Sewmill Company; Whangavoa Rﬁri:;
Company; Kaihu Valley Railway Coms
pany (timber only); .James Christie,
Whangatoa ; Hare Brothews, Whangaroas
and geveral others, with whom contracts
have been made to deliver their tinber at
a fixed price,

THE KAURI TIMBER SYNDICATE
STAR, ISSUE 6264, 14 JUNE 1888

WUI :

Wolearn from the Aucklaud Herald that
the properties which have been acquired
by the Kauri Timber Company comprise
about 160,000 acres of freehold and 270,000
acres of leasehold lands, with growing
keuri, exclusive of other {imber, estis
mated at 1,600,000,000ft, with twentye
eight sawmills, capable of ~sawing
100,000,000f6 per anuum, exolusive of the
resawing, planing, aud menufacturing
machinery. The terms are, in most cazes,
a cash deposit, and the balahoo within
four months, . g

THE PRESENT SYNDIGATE:-

The principal members of the syndicate
aro the foilowing, all of them well-known
in Melbourne :~George Holdship, Hatvey
Patterson, Johu Sharp, Willism Smith,
George Napier Tarner, William Harper,
John Moodie, George Lush, George Shaw,
Rubert J. Harvey, Georye Haywany,
Matthew Lang, Matthew Heury Davies,
Edwin C. Elliott, Jobn 1, Patterson,
Alexander Fracer Boss, Michael Williy
Fergoson, David Blair, Chaxles P, Opr,
Thomas Christiss, -~ . -
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KAURI SYNDICATE
ASHBURTON GUARDIAN, VOLUME VI,
IssUE 1887, 7 JuLy 1888,

THE GREAT KAURI SYNDICATE
WANGANUI CHRONICLE, VOLUME XXXI,

The prospeclus of the Kﬂlll'i Timber IssuE 11299, 18 JuLy 1888
Company is published with a capital of A GIGANTIC CORPORATION. |

£71,200,000; 100,000 shares are re: — |

; CAPITAL—ONIS MILLION AND A
served for New Zealand. | QUARTER.

Sypxey. July 7.

THE KAURI TIMBER COMPANY
MARLBOROUGH EXPRESS, VOLUME XXIV,
IsSUE 148, 12 JuLy 1888, PAGE

(USITED PRESS ASSOCIATION. )

. Auzwzaxy, July 12
The' prospectus of the Kowi Timber
Company, veceived from Sydney, shows

; (BY TELEGRAPH).

(8PECIAL To CHRONICLE)

Avckranp, July 17. |

The Star referring to the new Kauri'
Timber Company says :—* The publication 1
in our columns to-day of the prospectus of
the Kauri Timber Company places the

that the Company has o capital of
£1,200,000 10 600,000 shaves of £2 cach,
of which 450,000 are offered in Melbowrne
at s on application, is on allotment, 8%
in two months, and 3 in thrce months,
The remaining 150,000 shares ave retained
for vendors wha guaranteed  dividend ag
the rae of 10 per eent for four yests on
tbe paid-up capital,

public in possession of complete particulars
of this gigantic corporation, and some con-
ception may be formed of the number, and
value, and properties that have been
secured by the syndicate. Whatever may
be the after effect of the amalgamation of
so many sources of wealth under one head
on the future prosperity of this provincial
district and the colony as a whole, we have
no hesitation in expressing the opinion that
the enterprise will prove enormously
profitable to the shareholders. The im.-
mense saving in the cost of management
alone, brought about the by extinction of so
many small interests, and the substitution
of one head with one poliey, should alone,
even ina time of depression, enable the
kaliri timber industry to be kept at a paying
point, Another circumstances that induces
us to think favourably of the Company as a
remunerative method of investment is that
the names of Mr David Blair and Mr George
Holdship appear on the prospectus as
managing directors.- To Mr Blair belongs
tha eradit nf havine eanesivsd tha ilan af




managing directors.- To Mr Blair belongs
the credit of having conceived the idea of
bringing under one corporation the great
kauri properties in this district, It first
occurred to him six years ago, buf the time
was not then tipe, as owing to the general
‘prosperity that existed in connection with
the timber trade the sum that would have
been required to secure the properties was
an insuporable barrier. He, however,
quietly bided his time, and has realised to
the full the truth of the axiom that. *every-
thing comes to him who waits,’ The pros-
perity of six years ago took wings and has
flown, and Auckland’s extremity proved
Mr Blair's opportunity. In November last
year Mr Blair conceived that the time had
arrived for putting his plans into execution.
He consulted with Mr Garlick, of the firm
of Stewart and Garlick, brokers, with the
view of acquiring the varions properties, and
during the next few months & good deal of
progress was made, - My Holdship, whose
long and successful connection with the
Auckland Timber Company rendered himan
important factor in the matfer, was away in

‘| England at this time, but on his return early

this year -he was consulted by Mr Blair, and
came to New Zealand armed with full power
to negotiate for the purchase of the various
properties, If is doubtful if, without Mr
Holdship's assistance, the concern could
have been' made & genuine smccess, 'the

| prestige of his namealone being of incalenl-

able value to the syndicate, The negotia-
tions which Mr Holdship undertook were of
the most delicate nature, He had to recon-
cile trade jealousies, overcome legal and

| buginess difficulties which stood in the.-way
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cilo trade jealousies, overcome legal and

{ business difficulties whick stood in the way

of the transfer of some of the most important
of these properties, and it appeared more
than ‘once probable that the negotiations

| would have to be abandoned. Mr Holdship
| persevered, . and, in' conjunction with Mr

Blair, finally succeeded completely in set-
tling the. basis' .upon which the ‘Company
has been formed, The other directors in-
clude some of the best men in Melbourne,
and the Board will be thoroughly represen-
fative of the commerocial, mercantile, and
banking interests of Vietoria.  Itis probably
the strongest directorate that has ever satat
the head of & business undertaking. Glane-
ing ot the prospectus, we notice that the
properties secured represent 1,563,000,000
feet of kauri, worth, at the lowest valuation
of 18 per foot, £781,600; 28 sawmills.in
full working order, valued at £400,000:
and stocks of timber worth £117,000, the
total value under these three heads being
£1;308,600. These figures seem to be based
on a very modest valuation, and take no
account of the value of the 146,000 acres of
freehold and 257,000 acres of leasehold land,
the gum deposits, and other timbers, kahi.
katea, vimu, and totara which grow densely
botween the kauri elumps. Since the issue

of the prospectus 150,000,000 feet more
timber and 25 per cent. more land have been
secured, making the total kauri controlled
by them 1,700,000,000 feet.. This, speaking
broadly, includes all the kauriin the colony,
except some 300,000,000 fect on Govern-
ment land. It is believed that the Com-
pany will be able to maintain the output at

the present annual rate of 0,000,000 fzet
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pany will be able to maintain the output at
‘the present annual rate of (0,000,000 feet
per annum, and that year by vear, as the
" appreciation and demand for kauri iner enses,
& larger business may be expested. Recent
 opinions of experts on kuuri place a_higher
estimate on the valuc of .,}“, wood than has
“been accorded to it. Allison Smith,
Locomotive Bupuriutenﬂﬂnt on the ViE-
torian Railways, while under examination
before the Forest Commission in April last
year, said, in reply to a question: * It is the
most useful timber I have come across any-
where. It is useful for house-building, for
ship-building, for rolling stock of every de-
soription ; in fact, for every purpose you can
put timber kauri is useful. I do not know
 mote useful tree in the world,’ In the
report of the experts, who experimented on
the colonial timberssent Home to the Indian
and Colonigl Exhibition, the ramark appears
that kauri ‘is uuduuhtedl]r the-best of all
soft woods.” 'The promoters of the Com.
pandy .have reserved about 100,000 shares
for New Zealand, though there appears but
little doubt but: tha tha whole capital would
without difficulty be subscribed in. Austra-
lia. Itis very desirable on public grounds,
however, that there should be a fair .repres.
gentation of New Zealand capital in the
venture, and we therefore hope that the
application for shares on this side will at
least equal the reservation, while a guaran-
teed {li?idenﬂ at the rate of ten per cent. for
four years is an earnest of the confidence of
the promoters that the Com a.n will bea
huge financial success,. and 8 d prove &
strong inducement for ua.p:tahﬂts t{- specu-

late. .

_
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POVERTY BAY HERALD, VOLUME XV, ISSUE 5232, 26 JuLy 1888

THE WANGANUT HERALD, JULY 26, 1508,
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Neither is any estimate included in respect of large Gum Deposits to
be f-:_n:nd on the l:uu!i.ﬂ which the company will acquire, and from whiech a
considerable re venue is expected.

Nor for the large quantities of Kahikatea (White Pine), Rimu, and
Totara timbers, dense forests of which ocecupy part of the lands the Company
is to acquire, and which are of great value.

Part of the property acquired from the NEW ZEALAND TIMBER
COMPANY LIMITED comprises some 26,476 ACRLES OF FREEHOLD,
which bhra a frontage of Bl miles to the COROMANDEL GOLDFIELD, and
it is generally believed that large and payakle gold and silver deposits arc to
be found thercon.

The company will also be entitled to all or any countracts made by the
Vendors, not specificd in this prospectus, without further payment than” the
coat for which the Vendors obtained them.

The Vendors are, by the agreement with the Company, to receive
150,000 fully paid-up shares ; and the Company is tc take the position of tho
Vendors nnder the contracts, to recoup them such part of the purchase.
money »3 has already been paid, to {)mvide for payment of the balance, take
the legnl transfers, ete., and generally carry out the contracts, inclunding
certain obligations of the various concerns according to the terms of the
contracts, but the Vendors are to receive all discounts to be allowed there-
uader for prompt payment.

The Directors are in a position to sccure the services for a definite period,
' ab remuncration to be fixed, of Messra David Blair, of Melbourne, and George
 Holdship, of Auckland, and, with their experienced management and imme-

diate knowledge of the trade, as well as the economy and efliciency of a united

control of the whole of the properties, the Dircctors confidently anticipate
_increasingly satisfactory dividends, and the Vendors guarantee the first four
" yearly dividends at the ratc of ter per cent. per annum, either personally or
by the guarantee of a Guarantee Company.

Tho first annual meeting to declare dividends will be held in October,
1889.

The Annual Export of Kauri Timber from New Zealand, according to
the latcat statistics, is estimated by the Vendors as follows, viz. :—

! To Victoria ... 10,000,000 feet.
| ,» New South Wales ... 10,000,000
y» South Auetralia

Western
.s,t Queensland ’ 5,000,000 ,,

sy Fasmania

MAKING A YEARLY EXPORT OF ... 25,000,000 feet.

The Annual Consumption in New Zealand and
the adjacent Islands has been carefully estimated at 35,000,000

"

MAKING AN ANNUAL OUTPUT OF ... 60,000,000 feet.
P ————— ey

The Directors, from their long experience of the trade, are confident
that the Company will not only be able to do business to this extent, but that
year by year, as the appreciation and demand for kauri increases, a larger
businexs may be expected.

Taking, however, the full extent of the Company's business to be
anoually, as above, the profits, after making all necessary deductions for
Sinking Fuund, etc., are estimated at much more than amply sufficient to pay
the guaranteed dividend.

The only charges to be borne by the Company, beyond the expenses of
completing tho contracts, are the usual charges for brokerage, advertising,
and other preliminary expenses.

The Memorandum and Articles of Agsociation, with the various contracts
hereinbefore referred to, or certified copies thereof, plans of the propertice
and the Agreement between the Vendors and the Company, are now lying
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THAMES STAR, VOLUME XX, ISSUE 4683,
7 AuGusT 1888

AUckLAND, This day,
Noarly 90,000 chares in the Kauri Time
ber Co. have been taken up by the public
io New Zealand, The Syndicate takes the
balance.~ Mr Blair returns to Melbourne

by the Sydaey steamer this afternoon,

BAY OF PLENTY TIMES, VOLUME XV,
ISSUE 2328, 3 SEPTEMBER 1888

_ Srosgy, September 1.—The share
Jist of the Kauri Timber Company is
closed. . Nearly all the ehares have
been taken, -

OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 8321,
23 OCTOBER 1888

The Kauri Timber Company have now s
far completed its arrangements that the
shareholders in the various timber companies
are being paid for their irterests, Probably
a quarter of a million will be released in this
way, part of which is being reiuvested in the
company’s stock, The effect cannot fail to
be otherwise than beneficial to trade i ‘all its
branches, besides giving relief, financiall v, to
many business people who have suffered by
the depression in property. So far the com-
pany is paying but little attention to the
local demand for timber, which is rather
limited, through the cessation of building
operations, but is devoting itself to
the export trade to the Australian
colonies which s likely to assume
considerable proportions, The shutting down
of a number of milling establishments, and
the amalgamation of Interests, has led to the
discharge of a goodly number of men in this
branch of industry, and most of these are
heading for Victoria, in default of work
neater home.  They all express their inten-
tion of returning at the earliest possible
period, and the slightest revival in the
domestic timaber. trade will see them back
again, It is as yet too early to judge, with
any degree of accuraey, as to the wisdom or
unwisdom of concentrating the control of
the timber industry in the hands of 2 huge
syndicate, and most people are reserving

their judgment, being content to live and
learn.
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STAR, ISSUE 6383, 31 OCTOBER 1888

AUCKLAND, Oct. 30.
The business of the Kauri Timber Com-=-
pany has been got into working order, and
Mr G. Holdehip, the managing Director'in
New Zealand, leit for Melbourne to-day.
The export trade has been very briek at
all the timber cenires, and through having
to fill a number of large orders from the:
South and from Melbourne, the immense-
stocks at Aratapu, Tairu and elsewhere are.
being rapidly diminished. It is probable,.
therefore, that at an early date operationss
will have to be resumed at the wvarious:
centres of mills owned by the Company.
It ise said that the Syndicate have paid.
over half a million pounds in purchase-
money to former owners in this district.
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EVENING POST, VOLUME XXXVII,
IsSUE 92, 18 APRIL 1889

L Lt

AvucgranD, 17th April,

An argument of points of law in an im.
orfant matter as between tho Kauri Timber
mpany on one side and the Kaihu Valley
Railway Company on the other was set down
for the sitting of the Suprome Court in
Banco to-day, befors My, Justice Gillies,
' he argument was on an application made
under the Land Transfer Act, 1885, for an
oxder 4o remove & caveat lodged by the
Kanri Timber Company against the property
of the Kaihu Valley Railway Company, The
caveat forebade the dealings of the Kathn
Valley Company with this property, on the
ground tbat they had entered into an ogrece
ment with the Kauri Timber Company to
sell all tho kauri timber on their land to
that company, Part of the agrecment was
that the Timber Company was to advance
the Kaihu Valley Company £200 against
the timber to bo supplied and on the secarity
of the land, The grounds of the apElicatinn
were that no estate or interest in the lands
passed to the Kauri Timber Company ; that
the agreement had not been exccuted by the
Kaihu Railway Company; and that it was
ultra vires, Mz, T, Cooper appeared for the
Koihu Valley Company and Mr, E. Hesketh
for the Kaun Timber Company, By consent,
proceedings were removed to the Conrt of
Appeal, to bo argued at the ensuing sitting,

EVENING POST, VOLUME XXXVII,
Issue 102, 1 MAY 1889

Mr. Fallon, contractor of the last two and
s half miles of tho Opunake scotion of the
Keihu Valley Railway, has beon notified by
the company to oeaso operations for the
progent, thus throwing nearly 100 picked
men out of employment, This is one of the
rosnlts of the action taken by the Kaun
Timber Gﬂmqnny agaivt tho proporty of
the Railway Company. ;

A LIVELY MEETING OF CREDITORS
EVENING POST, VOLUME XXXVII,
Issue 109, 9 MAY 1889

The motion for the romovallel the caveat
lodged by the Keuei Timber Company to
protoct it8 Interest under on agroement for
the salo to it of the timber growing on the
lands of the Kaibu Valley Timber Company
i otill being argued in tho Court of Appeal,
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EVENING POST, VOLUME XXXVII,
Issue 123, 25 MAY 1889

In the case of the Kaihu Valley Railway Company v the Kauri Timber Company, which was a
motion for the removal of a caveat lodged by the Kauri Timber Company, the Court ordered
that the caveat should be removed on the ground that the argument regarding the sale of
growing timber was ultra vires, as being an undertaking to carry on business as timber
merchants. Costs were allowed on the highest scale.

OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 2099, 17 MAY 1894, PAGE 13

SUPPLY OF KAURIL.,

The first lot of kauri logs from the Kaihu
Forest was brought down by rail on Tuesday
from the Kauri Timber Company’s forest near
Ahikiwi, The company could supply 200,00026
of kauri per week for the next 15 years before
the Kaihu forests would be exhaunsted. 'The
Crown owns a large quantity (some 50,000,000£t),
which will eventually come out over the railway
line also, and Mr John Owen’s 40,000,000ft ara
in addition to the above.

MMATIE AWATYIVITF MTTA TOT A ARTT™hO
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXVIII,
ISSUE 298, 23 DECEMBER 1897

The followinz are the report and halance-
sheet o the Kenrl Timber Compuny for
thie st year i~

The ditectors’ report i« as follows i~
“Your directors, insuhnitting the balance:

sheel for the mnth year ot the Conpany's
operations, o 3lst Ausust, 1807, have Lo
teport as follows: The increased Lusiness
referted to I their fast report has Leen
well mentaiued throughout the past year,
but lias necessitatell & considerable sam of
moncy being put into log +tocks, and a
consequent Lemporary mcrease of the
Company’s indebledness to their hankers,
A further sum of £13,000 has bheen paid of
the debentures on sabisfactory terms, The
balance-sheet has been prepared, under
legal addvice, to confor with the require-
nients of the new Companies Act.  This
imvolved some alteration in the form of the
aceounts, inclading the insertion of the
item of £197,0%2 45 7d, representing the
value of timber «cut W the ordin-
ary  operations  of  the  Company
during the mne years of its existence,
Owiue Lo his vepartme for Europe in May
ast, Sir Frederick Saroood resiened his
seat on the directorate, Lub has been
actively engaged whilst i London in
furthering the interests of the Company
there, and will now shortly return to Mﬂf-
hourne.  No steps have been {uken to fili

election,

hourne.  Nosteps have been (uken to flf
the vacancy, as your directors foel con
dent that the sharcholders will eonenr
with them 1n the desire that Sir Frederick
Sargood should on arrival resume the seat
e lias held on tie Board since te forma-
tion of the Company. Messrs Lush and
Harper are the veliing divectors, and,
being eliuible, ofier themselves for re:

- “That the assets and liabilities of the
Company on the 3lsb day of August, 1897,

were as follows i~

LIABILITIES,

(apital--
430,000 shares of £2 cacls
Less uncalled 185 per share

190,000 shares w-ued as pald
up Lo £2 per shure

Dehentures and acerued in-
terest secured by mort-
eages over portion of the
Wsels g Company .

Premuum payable on re-
demption of debentures

Sundry creditors

Due to contractors, account

Ioﬁ% C
‘Debenture sinking fund
and accrued  Irterest
under conditions of de-
bentures

‘[ive insurance fund .,

. 500,000 0 0
05,000 0 0

495,000 0 0
am.om 0 0

A ———

%00 00

w200 00
oo 10000

LU I

oo ST ]

BT

A 23
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Uneclaimed dividend "
Total . . £1,198,750 14 ¢

*These funds although they have been trans-
ferred from profit and loss account for the
speceial purposes mentioned are nol rescrve
funds,

Contingent liabilities—
Bills under discount

ASSETS.

Real Estale (not including stand-
ing tinber thercon) at cost as
apmoximately apportioned

Icascenolids, Leaschold Forests.
Mills, Buildings and_ Timber
standing on Freehold Lands at
cost as  approximately appor-
tionerd lecs deduction for timber
cut, LINT.502 1s Td, Veosels and
Iush Plant ;lLt'oc:t.hn[l'm" Gear,
Furniture, and Stocks at Valua-

£12,71+ 13 6

£148,153 13

&

_tion . . T0N127
Kanri Frechold Goalidl  Hotates
Sharesat Valnation 15,000 0

Bills Receivable

£2,081 13 6
Sundry Debtors 7

S2,806 0 7

54,927 14 1
Less provision for Bad
and Doubtiul Debts 2,410 1 1

52,517 13 0
3,707 15 10

Cash in hand and at Bankers
Progress Payments to Contractors

Account Logs . 0,215 3 O
Consiggnments Less Drafts . 261 9 0
Diebenture Simking Fund Invest-

ments Commercial Bank Pref.

Shares at Cosu £3,000 13 5
Cash in Bank 511 18 5

e 4,097 T 10

Cashin hand of Truatecs, Execu-
tors and Agency Co. [Ii‘td.) for
redemption of Debentures 223 16 10
Debenture Bxpoenses 20,827 T
Premium payable on
Itedemption of De-
bontures ..} are 10,500
Preliminary Kxpenses | not (,000
Accumulate 1 Aasels 7 represented
Depreciation  being | by
for timber cut olf| Asscts.
Company's Land
sinceformnation of Co.

Dalance Dr. Profit and Loss Trad-
ing account .. .. .

These
items

(=]
D0

197,502 4 7

13,605 19 7

£1,198,550 14 0
CONTINGENT ASSETS—

Bills under Discount,

per contra L &12744 13 6
ProriT AND LOSS ACCOUNT—

To ManagementandO{lice Salaries, |
Printing and Stationery, Rents, |
Rates, Taxes, Directors’ and
Auditors’ IFees and all Expenses

al Head Office and Branches £15335 1 4
Del Crederc for Bad and Doubt-

ful Debis . .. 3,717 8 0
Repairs Mill and Plant . .. 7,999 12 6
Fire Insturance .e 3,266 17 2
Interest Paid and Accrued Lo 1T AT 4
Balance carricd down o MG 12 1

£102,281 8 &
£10,852 11 8
27,246 12 1
Tolal nt T, of Proflt and Loss .
Acveount. . .. . .. £13,605 19 7

RBalance from st year .
Proiit for y car brought down

By I'roflts on Timber and Stores
sohd, Gum and Flax Royalty, cw.£102,2"?3

3 0
Transfer Koes 5 5

£102,281 8 5

TiMBER WORKERS' DISPUTE
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXXII,
ISSUE 99, 27 APRIL 1901

— e

Mr. R. Goring Thomas, Clerk ol
Awards, has fixed a meeting of the
Coneiliation Doard for the Tth of
May, at Aratapu, to enquire into a

case filed by the North Auvki-tmd
Timber Workers' TIndustrial Union.

Those cited ave the Kauri Timber
Company, Mi{chelvon Timber Com-
pany, New Zealand Timber Company,

Proprietary Opua. Soote Brothers,
fane & Brown, National Mortgage
Aecncy Company (Northern IPine

Sawmills), Manders & Bradley. W.
Allen, James Trowenson, W. Chad-
wick, Smith Brothers, and Waikare
Sawmilling Company. 'The Union
asks that a minimum wage be fixed,
that forty-six hours be a week's
worl, that overtime pay and holidays
be fixed, that all wages be paid on
Friday, that provision be made for
old and incompelent men, and that
boys commence at 13/ per week,
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EVENING POST, VOLUME CXL,
IssuE 115, 12 NOVEMBER 1945

L ———— AUCKLAND STAR, VoLuME XXIII, IsSUE 118, 19 May 1892

COMPANY DIVIDENDS, The body of a man named James

| " el Timber . Miller, who was until recently night
The divectors of Kaurl Timber Company an S Kohukohu  Sawmil

nountd that: subject to audit -they ave - chmon a6 the Hobwiohs, ST
soved o recommend o dividend of 3 per cent %,};’;.‘;g;’j“gn May b rowEe

for the half-year ended August 31, making

with the interlm diidend paid In June, 8 per

cent, for the year,

VI Y T |

ABOVE: TIMBER MEN CROSS CUTTING AN ANCIENT KAURI
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ABOVE: BOOM AT KOHUKOHU HARBOUR, HOKIANGA NORTHLAND
SHOWS THE LOGS CLOSE TO THE SHORELINE, AND A WAKA NEAR THE FOREGROUND 12

BELOW: THE BARQUE “ASHMORE” (LEFT) AND THE SCOW “KORORA” BEING LOADED
WITH KAURI SPARS AT KOHUKOHU: SHOWS A BOOM IN THE FOREGROUND >

12 SOURCE: PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN CIRCA 1910s, BY THE NORTHWOOD BROTHERS.
13 SOURCE: PHOTOGRAPHED BY HENRY WRIGHT IN 1893
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BELOW: SAW MiLL AT KOHUKOHU ON THE NORTHERN SHORELINE OF THE HOKIANGA HARBOUR, NORTHLAND
14
(SHOWS LOGS FLOATING IN THE WATER IN FRONT OF THE MILL, AND BUILDINGS OF THE TOWNSHIP ON THE HILL BEHIND)

14 SOURCE: PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN CIRCA 1910s, BY THE NORTHWOOD BROTHERS.
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THE KAURI TIMBER COMPANIES SAWMILL AT WAIMAMAKU

HAWERA & NORMANBY STAR, VoLUME XLVIII, Issue 8018, 22 JuNE 1904

The Waimamaku correspondent of the New Zealand Herald writes “The first bush to be worked in
connection with the Kauri Timber Companies new mill has been opened. It is estimated to contain half- a

million feet of Kauri. The timber is easily accessible, and it is thought will be sufficient for the winter. In the
summer some of the, larger bushes will be opened”.

BeLow: WAIMAMAKU TIMBER MILL
(ESTABLISHED BY THE KAURI TIMBER COMPANY 1904) i

15 SOURCE: PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN BY THE NORTHWOOD BROTHERS CIRCA 1910.
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ABOVE: STEAM ENGINE SHUNTING A LOG TOWARDS THE MILL AT WAIMAMAKU

BELOW: A GIANT KAURI FELLED IN MESSRS.” FAITHFUL AND HOW’S BUSH WAIMAMAKU
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LOADING UP BuLLOCK WAGONS AT THE KAURI TIMBER COMPANIES YARD WAIMAMAKU 16

16 PHOTO’S SOURCED FROM...

Q‘ DIGITALNZ
A-TIHI O AOTEAROA
HELPING TO MAKE NEW ZEALAND'S DIGITAL CONTENT EASIER TO FIND, SHARE AND USE.

Top oF FORM
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UNION STEAM SAW, MOULDING, SASH AND DOOR COMPANY 1864

1873: The Union Sash and Door Company buy the timber mill at Aratapu on the Northern
Wairoa River.

1874: The Union Sash and Door Company obtain large forests in the Kaihu River Valley for
their mill at Aratapu. Local Maori benefit from the cutting rights at Opanaki/Kaihu

1876: Joseph Dargaville sells part of his timber business to the Union Sash and Door
Company at Whapu at the mouth of the Kaihu River.

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XX, ISSUE 2155, 16 JUNE 1864, PAGE 3
UNION STEAM SAW, MOULDING’S, SASH, AND DOOR COMPANY

A new projeck under the style of the * Union Steam
Saw, Moulding, Sash, and Door Company,” with &
capital of £25,000 in 5,000 shares of £5 each, is an-
nounced in our advertising columns to day, The ad-
vertisement states that five shillings per share is to be
paid on application, one pound on allotinent, a call of
one pound five shillings per shaie if needed three
months after allotiment, and the 1emainder at intervals
of not less than thiee months ; and that it is intended
to allob only 3,000 shaies for the present, 2,000 of
which have alveady ULeen applied for. Mr. David
Nathan's name appears fitst on {he list of directms
and further particulais can be obtained from Messrs’
C. Authur and Son, Queen street.

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXI, ISSUE 2350, 31 JANUARY 1865, PAGE 5

The first half-yearly meeting of the Union Steam Sawmill Sash and Door Company (limited) was held at
Messrs’ Arthur and Soil's Chambers, Queen-street, on Friday, January 20. Mr. D. Nathan was in the chair,
and the report, which was led by the secretary, was most satisfactory. A dividend of 20 per cent, per

annum on the paid up capital was declared, and a considerable amount was carried forward as a reserve
fund.
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME I, ISSUE 477, 21 JuLy 1871, PAGE 2

SASH, AND DOOR COMPANY. °
Tug halt-yearly meeting was held at the office
of Mr. F. A. White, Shortland-street, yester.
day afternoon, G. 8. Kissling, Esaq., in the chaiy,
The directors’ report and balance-sheet wgas
read, from which it appears that a net profit of
£1,342 Bs. 4d. has been made during the half.
year ended 30th June last. DBlessrs. Stone ang
Howard, retiring directors, were re-elected .
and Mr. John Buchanan was re-appointed
auditor. Votes of thanks were .tendered tg
the manager and secretary for their valuabls
services. A dividend at the rate of 20 per cent,
per annum is declared payable at the office of
the company on and after the 22ad inst,

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII, IsSUE 4651, 22 JuLy 1872, PAGE 2

The ordinary half-yearly meeting of the Union Steam Sawmill Sash and Door Company (limited) was held
on Saturday at the office of Mr. F. A. White, Shortland-street ; 0. J. Stone, Esq., in the chair. The affairs of
the company appear it a very satisfactory condition, and a dividend of 12 per cent, was declared, payable
at the office of the company on and after the 24th instant.

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXIX,
IssUE 5075, 26 NOVEMBER 1873

15 oron=The Antaa Sow Ml havo "

chnged hans, They arevow theproety . |
o the Uon S and Door Company, Eq;l;l:: gﬁf:riﬂntﬁfﬁ?hﬁf ]d“l';f” ftlt:al;
Hukod, The esale aniop— g iy by' be neivg owaers 1 fhe

Ui’ Ssb sud Do Company, at
Auckloud, for the sum of £2050,

VY

[ ] ada - .
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXII,
Issue 5330, 11 NOVEMBER 1876

ARATAPU : PUBLIC MEETIN(,

On Monday evening a pubhic meeting was
held 1n the Aratapu District School to take
into consideration the advisability of erecting
o ha'l m Awatapu.  Theie was a very
numerous attendance Mr. H. K. Steh
bemg voted to the chaw, and Mr. W. M.
Higgs appowntcl secretary.  The matber was
fully discassed, and 1t was nltimately 1e-
solved * That as the ouly avalable building
(the distict schaol room) beng totally -
adequate  for the 1equircments of the
place, a  hall 18 absolutely  necess
sary, and should be abt once ereeted
The appomtmenl of a committee to collect
the necessary  funds and  manage or
supontend the erection of such hall,” was
the next busmess upon the Doard -=The
meeting unammounsly clected Messs. Hart-
ley, Dodd, and Cluk, who, with Mr. Higgs,
will act ay such commttee.—Then followed
a libtle diccussion on the question of ways
and means, or more propuly the mode of
rasing funds necessary for the erection of the
hall.  Arter vanous propositions it was
resulved that tne commttee shounld petition
the directors of the Union Stean Sash and
Door Company to supply the neccssary
timber,\doms, and sashes, and that a sub-
<cription list be at once opened to defray tho
cost of ercetion.  Accordingly the list was at
once onened aud laid upon the table,
when  wnpwards  of  £50 was  most
readily subscribed. 1t thevefore appears
there will be no difficully in obtaining the
cost of the labour of ervoction, and as I
have no doubt that the Union Steam Sash
and Door Compauy will provide the neces
gary materials, we may look forward to
liaving a good commodious and substantial
hall in Artapu ab an early date.  The size
proposed is 26t wide and G0ft. long, inside
mensurement, or 10ft. longer and 1ft, wider

U the hall ab Kahn. ~At the close of the
above meetmg W reference to - the hall,
another meebmg washeld w the swe plae,
for the purpose of appomting o uhu‘rch conl-
mittee (Weslevan), shen Mesis Chadwiek,

Power, Wrigley, Walker, and Hautley wete
duly cleeted as a committee Lo act with the
Rev My, Oshorne for the well-being of the

Wesloyan portion of ow wpudly-increasing
commumby.

s d TYF ¢ ir o g

UNION SASH AND DOOR COMPANY
WAIKATO TIMES, VOLUME XXVI, ISSUE 2124,
18 FEBRUARY 1886, PAGE 2

AT the adjourned annnal meeting of the
shareholders on Tuesday, the following
committee report was read and adopted, to
be incorporated with the directors’ repurt :
—The balance-sheet for the year 1885, and
the books of the Sash und Door Company,
disclose a state of affairs which could not
have been espected by the shareholders
from the accounts »f previous years and
the repeated aseurances of the directors,
For some years (with the exception of the
Opunake Bush, near Kuipara) the proper-
ties and stocks of the company have been
valued at eatensive amounts, and, in the
process of ve-valnation which bas recently
taken place, the whole of the reserve fund
has disappeared, npwards of £4000, under
the head of ' prohts” of lList year have
been absorbed, and the Opunake Bush,
which originally cost £2495 85, iz now valued
at £37,500(vic.); that is to say a sum of
upwar(is of £80,000 1epresents the amount
of the over-valuations as adwitted by the
directors. The question of course arises:
Whether the exi-ting valuations are reason-
ably fait? Taking the business of thecom-
pany as a going concern, we think they
are. As an example of the mature of
the purchases and the character of
the valuations, we may instance the
Matamataharakeke bush,  The price agreed
on three years ago was £10,000. Of this
sun £5000 has been paid ; £1000 a year,
with interest added, has to be paid till the
whole is liquidated. Nt a stick of timber
has yet been cnt fromn this bush, nor hax the
company derived one penny profit out of
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ba carried on 50 a8 to make it pay & fair
dividend to the shareholders, The anuual
salee are from about £87,000 to
£100,000. The gross profits last year
from all sources were £22,400 ;
Against thishas to be sot, Depreciution and
Royalty, Bad Trade Dabts, Office Expenses,
ete., Intereet and Insurance, which together
last year amounted to £19,700 ; leaving only
a balance of £2,700. The bad debts of
last yoar wore, however, large, amounting
to £1,600, Somo reduction might be mide
in offico expenses, so that perhaps the
balance, under good management and with
no further fall in the prico of timber, might
reach from £4,000 to £5,000. A dividend
of 5 per cent. on tho capital would absorb
about £7,600. The estimated probable
balance would give a dividend,of bout 3 per
cont. wers there no liabilities to be prnvieﬁd
for, The general outlookis not cheering, but
there is one feature in it that may remove a
little of its gloom, The Opunake bush ia
untonched ; it is estimated to contain 150
million feet of timber, At present this
timber cannot be got out, but the Kaihu
railway will run through the buzh and when
finished the timber will be a% once avail-
able at a small cost. Large profite may
be fairly expected, aud better dividends
paid, In the meantime, with proper
management, we think the business of
the Company might be carried on with-
out further loss, Weo think the Articles of
Association should be  reconsidered,
with a viow of givinﬁ tho Sharcholders
gome real voice and share in the appoint-
ment of Directors ; us mattors are at pre-
geat, it is the Dircctora thomaelves who, to
all intents and [purpotes, have the sppoint-
ment of their co-Directors, The honora-
rium to Directors, under the prosent cir-
cumstances of the Company, we
think should be reduced one half, snd
the number of [Directors to five.

the number of [Directors to five.
We think the Articles of Association
gonerally give to abzolute a power to
the directors, Wo consicler the diroctors
(with the exception of Mr Waro, who has
only been recently appointed, and to whom
the revaluation is entirely due) responeible
to the shareholders for the present financial
condition of the Company, An animated
discnssion ensuod upon tho reading of the
report, The meeting was still proceeding
when we went to preee,

The Citairmay moved the adop*ion of the
directors’ report and balance shest,

Mr R. (3, Woop moved as an amendment
the addition to the motion of the words
“togrether with the report and accompany-
ing nccounts of the Committes appointed
by tho eharcholders and read before this
meetiog to-day.”

Mr J, M, McLacuray seconded the
amendment,

Mr Upron considered it was clear that
the directors had blundered, and he ac-
cused them of systematic over-valuation
until they were £100,000 to the bad, when,
inordertosetthemselvesright with the share-
holders, they wrote everything down to the
bone. Thuas, in one year, Tairua was written
down by £5,490, Aratapu by £7,815, Mata-
mataharakeke £7,363; Aratapu log stock,
£14,1564; Tairua log stock, £11,750; and
Mechanica' Bay plant and buildings, £3,627,
To ask them to believe that the property
had depreciated by £80,000 in one year
was to believe them fit subjects for the
Lunatic Asylum. He did not say that the
over-valuation of previous years had been
conecioualy made by the directors, but that
did not leseen their responsibility to the
shareholders, They should zee that they
were not misled by inefheient officers,
But for the fact that they had placed £35,000
on the balance-sheet in anticipation of the
Opunake bush being worked, the share-
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might reach from £4000 to £000. A
divident of 5 per cent, on the capital wonld
absorb about £7500, The estinated
probable balance would give a dividend of
about 3 per cent, were there no liabilities
to he provided for. Leaving out of view
the bank overdraft of £17,000, the company
is under agroement to pay off the
dehentures at the rate of £2500 a-year,
and to pay for the next five years about
£1000 a-year on the Matamataharakeke
bluck. 1f thess ~ums cannot be obtained
by the sale of some of the property,
of the company. there s no vther source
but that of prouts wicnee the woney can
be had. Hith. 1to these payments have been
made by having recoutse to the sinple ex-
pedient of an overdraft, but we think the
overdraft onght not to be increased. There
is a property at Kipara of about 13,000
acres, of the Dargaville purchase, from
which all the tinber has been taken, and
the land which is not being used by the
company is valued at 7s 6d per acre ; if this
could be sold for about that sum tim pro-
ceeds could not be better used thun in pax-
ing off a portion of the debenturs debt, As
regards the policy of selling some of the
bush properties of the company, that is a
uestion that requives more consideration
than we have been able to give it before
offering an opinion, The general outlook
is not cheering, but there is one feature in
it that way remove a little of its gloom.
The Opunake bush is untouched ; it 1s esti-
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The Opunake bush is untouched ; it is esti-
mated to contain 150 million feet of tim-
ber. At present this timber cannot be got
out, but the Kaihu railway will run through
the bush, and when finished the timber
will be at once available at a small cost.
Larger profits may be fairly expected, and
better dividends paid. In the meantine,
with proper management, we think the
bustness of the company might be carried
on without further loss, 1t is understood
that the Kaihu Rwulway Cowmpany have
disposed of their debentures, and that
financially they are in a lmsit.iuu to go on
with the work. Probably in a year and
a-half the railway will be open for traffic.
We think the articles of association should
be reconsidered, with a view of giving the
shareholders some real voice angl share in
the appointment of diregtors ; as mntters
are at present, it is the directors them-
selves who, to all intents and purposes,
have the appointment of their co-directors,
The honorarinm to directors, under the
present circumstances of the company, we
think should be reduced one-half, and the
number of directors to five. We think the
articles of association generally give too
absolute a power to the directors. We
consider the directors (with the exception
of Mr Ware, who has only been recently
appointed, and to wham Lthe ve.valuation
is entirely due) respansible to the share-
holders for the present financial condition
of the aompany.—R. W. Moony, Chair-
man of the Committee,

NELSON EVENING MAIL, VoLUME XXII, ISSUE 93,
23 APRIL 1888

The Nerthern Advertiser informs its
readers. that arrangements ars shortly to be
made for commencing the work of opening
op the Kaihu:bushes, Tne Union Sash and
Door Oompany ‘slone will require fo draw
about & million feet per month from fheir
bushes, -and the Railway Company will pro-
bably - bring out about half that quantity
from their own forests later on,
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UNION STEAM SASH AND DOOR COMPANY
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XVII,
ISSUE 49, 27 FEBRUARY 1886

The adjourned annual meeting of the
sharoholders of the above Company was held
at 2 o'clock on Tuceday afternoon, February
16, About 30 shareholders wcre prosent,
Mr W, Ware (Chairman of Diroctors) pre-
gided, and in opening the proceedings
stated that the businces of the meeting was
the recoption of the report of the Commit-
tes appointed {o oxamine the eccounts,
propstties, anu revaluations, and the election
of directors and anditors, Mr R. W, Moody
(Chairman of the Investigation Committeo)
distributed printed copiesof theirrey ort,from

which we make tho following extracts:—
The Balance Sheet for the 1883, and tho

books of tho Sash and Doo- Company, dis-
close o ttato of affairs whish could
not havo been oxpected by tho Share-
holders from the accounts of previous
years and tho repoated nsenrances of
the Directors, Foisomo years (with
the exception of the Opunake Bush
at Oara) the properties and stocks of
the Company have been valued at excessive
ameunts, and, in the process of revalua-
tion which has recently taken place, the
whole of the Reserve Fund has disappeared,
upwards of £4,000, under the head of
“ Profita "’ of {ast year, have been obsorbed,
and the Opunake Bush, which originally
cost £2,485 88, is now valued at £37,500;
that is to say, & sum of upwards of £80,000
ropresenta the amount of tho over
valuation a8 admitted by the Directors,
We regrot to be obliged to draw attention
to the fact that for some years accumulated
bad debts of bush contractore, whichlast year
amounted to about £12,500, have been ro-
garded in the Annual Accountssubmitted to
the Sharoholdera asgood. In the revaluation
this sumof £12,500 has been entirely written
off. As regards the future, looking at the
amount of capital and indebtedness, it is
worth considering whether the business can
be carried on so as to make it pay a fair
dividend to the shareholdere, The anuual

WANGANUI CHRONICLE, VOLUME XXX,
IsSUE 11485, 13 MAY 1887

DNINECEE NEL0QEVTL @3 il 51 1L e, '
The Taranki Yorelds Welling'on cor es-
yondent 80y8  {hub—~Aucklind has 10at
fowna good mamber in Mr, Mouk, whe i3
well-versed in- evorything pertuining to th)
imber trade, and is gising this subject
reout deul of avtontion,  He is wnious to
have something dono to prevent the orrible
most of forest timber by fire, and has
whhotity for saring that the loss in Kaihn
Bush wicno from this evnse i+ Dabween
10,000,000!t, and 15,700 0UbE-, the Union
Jash and Dorr Gompasy have b d & com-
ndilee of practical men ingniisz info th-
0 e3 which they have sustyined 1y their
pushes from fire, and th 1t Sw.us 810w a
dplowsble cestruction, M, wenk  eage
that he will oppose thy ve of £16,007 fir
Professos Kiek's troe plunding depsriment
while sneh fearful devestation of the aur
forests 18 ullowed to contiune witnout hia-
dronce,
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THE TIMBER BOOMS ON THE KAIHU RIVER

Kamo Varney Ramway,

The short section of this line, about 55 chains in length, beyond Opanake
Station, which my predecessor stated last year was already formed, has since
been completed by the laying of the permanent-way. This extension brings the
line to a point on the Kaihu River where timber-booms and skids have been con-
structed by private enterprise for the purpose of arresting logs in and removing
them from the river for carriage on the railway. A considerable increase in
traffic by reason of this extension is already assured, and a further extension of
the line will be tuken in hand as soon as the requirements of traffic demand it.
The vote taken last year was for £3,000, but, as operations were not begun until
near the close of the year, scarcely any expenditure came to charge before 31st

March last. A similar vote is proposed for the current year.
17

17 Source: D-01 PUBLIC WORKS STATEMENT, BY THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS, THE HON. W. HALL-JONES. 2ND OCTOBER,
1896
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NEws IN BRIEF
EVENING PoOsT, VOLUME LV, IssUE 130, 3 JUNE 1898, PAGE 2

There has been a wonderful drive of log:
to the booms at Kaihu, Kaipara district,
amounting to about 4,000,000ft of kauri and
totara.
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ROBERT P GIBBONS

11 December 1916, Order in Council approves plan M D 4698 of a timber-boom for Robert
P Gibbons (Limited) on Kaihu Creek, Kaipara Harbour. A second Order in Council licenses
Robert P Gibbons (Limited) to occupy foreshore at Kaihu Creek as a site for a timber-boom.

Source is entitled “Return showing the Orders in Council which have been issued during the
year ended 31st March, 1917”. All the Orders in Council listed in some way relate to
maritime activities, and those that mention the names of persons have been indexed. In all
cases the mentions are very brief, and each index entry contains all details available in the
source. Entries in this list include the names Na Himi Hare and Catherine McCallum.

Note: the entries for Robert P Gibbons (Limited), T M Lane and Sons, and A S Andrewes and
Sons, have been indexed here both under the name of the firm and of the individual, but
the full entry appears only under the name of the individual eg the entry for Robert P
Gibbons (Limited) is found under Gibbons, Robert P. *2

18 SOURCE NZ MARITIME




~ 104 ~

THAMES STAR, VOLUME XXXIX,
IssUE 10471, 22 NOVEMBER 1904

| The largest white pine sawmiller in
the mloa:ﬁia Mr Robert P- Gibbons
of Auckland- Hu_.millltri?l@ ?11 mills,
the two largest of which elone are
cutting timber at the rate of 23,000,

000ft per anoum: The bulk of tho

timber sawl by the six mills iy sent to.

.{ustrali&- S PR SR

CoLONIST, VOLUME XLVIII,
Issue 11670, 4 JuLy 1906

Mr Robert P. Gibbons, who was
vne of the leading sawmillers in
New Zealand, died at his residence
in Auckland the other day, The
. deceased came out from Newiound-
&Iand with his parents in his father’s
'vesgel in 1860, His father was one
| of the founders of the Bank of New
' Zealand. Deceased, during fthe
' Maori war, made & small fortune
supplying goods to the troops. For
some years pash he had controlled
fiva sawmills in the Auckland dis-
trict, and ha was the largest exporter
of white pine timber in tha Colony.

EVENING PosT, VoLUME XCl|,
ISSUE 99, 24 OCTOBER 1916

The damage done by fire last Friday
to the large sawmill at Tangawahine,
near Dargaville,  owned by Messrs.
Robert P. Gibbons,  Ltd., is estimated
at £6000. Almost the entire output of
the mill for many years past has leen
absorbed by the Australian market. Mr.
Frank Gibbons has been manager at
Tangawahine for some years.

RICH ESTATES

BUsH ADVOCATE, VOLUME XIX,
IsSUE 886, 2 DECEMBER 1907

[PrRESS ASSOCIATION.]

WELLINGTON, To-day.
The following are the largest es-
tates of deceased persons finally cer-
tified to for stamp duty last month:
Auckland district—Alfred Price,

£40,779 ;

Robert P. Gibbons,

£37,-

920 ; John Goldsworthy, £8986; Thos.
Radford, £3789; Anne Babe, £3701;

Thos. Cranwell,

£2604 ;

John Me-

L.ean, £2579; Harriet Wade, £1434;
Elsie Dawson, £1153; Catherine Dell,

£1217.
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19
ABOVE: KAURI BOOM ALONGSIDE THE PARKER-LAMB TIMBER CO LTD, AUCKLAND

20
BELOW: A BOOM OF LOGS AT MITCHELSON AND BROTHERS MILL AT AOROA ON THE NORTHERN WAIROA RIVER

<)
pad 08 1

19 SOURCE: NATIONAL LIBRARY. GOVT. N.Z: TAPUHI: -6181-60

20 SOURCE: AUCKLAND WEEKLY NEWS.
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Note: A very special thanks to my Daughter Johanna Thomas-Mold whose brilliant mind
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