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Note:  Please remember that Kaihu or Whapu is the name given to the area at the mouth of the Kaihu 
River now known as Dargaville.  Opanaki was the name of the area known as Kaihu today. The change was 
made towards the end of the nineteenth century.   
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1 

MAMARANUI/TAITA/MAITAHI 
 

 

 

CHURCH 

TAITA MARAE-SCHOOL 

MAITAHI SCHOOL 1923-1931 (EAST SIDE OF THE KAIHU RIVER) 

MAMARANUI SCHOOL 1919-1953 

//////// 
 

ST MARYS ANGLICAN CHURCH 1875:  TAITA 

 

Note:  The main Kainga/Village for the Kaihu River Valley during that early period before the townships of 
Kaihu and Dargaville were established was probably Te Taita.  

During 1838, Parore was visited in the Kaihu Valley during 1838 by the CMS missionary William Wade and 
he quotes from his journal… 

“In the evening we reached the village of Kaihu, and found Parore, the principal chief, sitting in his house. 
At first he received me very coolly, and appeared reserved: but soon became more sociable; I recorded 
both a chapel and a wheat field at Parore's settlement”. 

Note:  Later a missionary cottage, used by the Wesleyan James Buller, was added. 

 

BELOW MAP:  LARGE SQUARES EACH SIDE OF THE KAIHU RIVER TOP LEFT CORNER ARE PLACES OF CHRISTIAN WORSHIP AT TE TAITA … 

 

 

 

1939, ABOUT: Wesleyan missionaries converted 
Parore with about two hundred others at Kaihu now 
known as Dargaville.  

1838 AND 1853: James Buller visits Kaihu 
Valley/Taita periodically with the following copied 
from his journals… 
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LEFT:  JAMES BULLER 

 

Kaihu was the name of a rich valley, just fifteen miles inland, from a 
point which was thirty miles or more down the river. A tribe of two 
hundred, or thereabout, lived there under the chief Parore. They had 
embraced Christianity, and built a church. I visited them periodically. It 
was then a rough journey, and in winter, when the woods were 
inundated, I had, in places, to walk breast-high in water. They built me 
a little cottage, as I always stayed several days with them. It was 
supplied with the prophet’s furniture—“a bed, and a table, and a 
stool, and a candlestick”. A few apple trees were planted within the 
fence that enclosed it. The wife of my old teacher, Hohepa Tapapa, 
had charge of it. When I was expected, she would put it in order: a 
clean layer of fern was provided, boiling water was poured over the 

ground-floor, this was to destroy the fleas, and a new mat was laid down.  

It was the custom of the people to bring to me their little differences: cases of conscience, and texts of 
Scripture for consideration.  

I used to meet them in a large house, separate from my little cot, where a fire burned on the floor, and the 
only exit for the smoke was through the doorway.  

After a fatiguing walk, I was not always prepared to sit up to a late hour, and they were fond of talking at 
night. At last, I hit upon an expedient that answered my purpose. They are given to smoking; I therefore 

stipulated that, after our evening prayer, I would 
stay with them as long as they refrained from the 
pipe: I said it was enough to endure the smoke of 
the fire, without the fumes of the tobacco. The 
appearance of the pipe was to be the signal for my 
leaving. They could not hold out longer than from 
ten to eleven o’clock, and then I retired to my 
needed rest. I had many an interesting sojourn at 
this place.  

 

 

 

LEFT:  ST MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH: TE TAITA 

 

 

BISHOP COWIE OPENS CHURCH AT TE TAITA 

 

On 11 January 1875, Saint Mary's church at Te Taita was opened on land set aside by Te Rore Taoho and 
Parore Te Awha. The service was conducted in Maori and attended by all the community, including settlers 
from Wairoa.  

Included in the guests were the chiefs Te Rore, Parore Te Awha, Netana, Te Moetara and the highly ranked 
woman named Harata. 
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This highly ranked Maori Woman was Harata Rewiri 
Tarapata from the Hokianga district. Later in life she was 
painted by Goldie with an original now in the Whangarei 
Art Museum. Her Iwi was Ngapuhi.   

 

LEFT:  HARATA REWIRI TARAPATA 

 (PORTRAIT BY CHARLES GOLDIE) 

 

Harata Rewiri Tarapata was the daughter of the Hokianga 
chief Te Wharerahi and his wife Tari Tapua. Her uncles 
were the famous brothers Tamati Waka Nene and Eru 
Patuone. Her cousin Ina Te Papatahi, was another of 

Charles Goldie’s most favoured sitters whom he painted at least 20 times.  

Harata was married to the Ngati Whatua chief Paora Tuhaere of Orakei, Auckland and lived much of her 
remaining years there at the Maori Hostel in Mechanics Bay together with Ina Te Papatahi, where Charles 
Goldie “discovered” them as his muses.  

Together these two women take a rightful place in our history, evoking respect and pride in their mana and 
beauty and a vital and “living face” to their Tupuna who visit them after their long journeys abroad to a 
final resting place at Te Papa and the Whangarei Art Museum. 

The painting of Harata Tarapata by Charles Goldie was a magnificent gift to the Whangarei Art Museum in 
2001 by the Prime Minister of the time, the Rt. Hon Helen Clark in which she announced that the art 
museum would receive three major works from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade art collection 
from Embassies and High Commissions around the world. Helen Clark said in this statement… “the art 
museum has an extremely active exhibition and publication program and is acknowledged as a lively and 
vibrant institution…..it is appropriate that the Goldie portrait of Harata Rewiri Tarapata returns to 
Northland as she was Nga Puhi….I am delighted that the Whangarei public will now be able to see them 
(Goldie, Hotere and Mrkusich paintings) in their own gallery”.  

 

LEFT:  PAORA TUHAERE 

 

Paora Tuhaere was paramount chief of Auckland iwi Ngati Whatua 
and well-known as a peacemaker and intermediary between Maori 
and the Government. Tuhaere became paramount chief in 1868 and 
was based in Orakei, on the shores of Okahu Bay.  

 Tuhaere was the nephew of esteemed Rangatira, Apihai Te Kawau. 
His mother was Apihai's sister Atareta Tuha and his father was 
Whanararei of the Te Taou hapu.   

He married twice, firstly to Tupanapana, granddaughter of Ngapuhi 
leader, Te Wharerahi and later to Harata Rewiri Tarapata, with 
whom he had a daughter, Mere. 

He was a Christian lay preacher often speaking at inter-tribal 
gatherings and keen to promote peace.  To a group of Dalmatians 

arriving in Auckland he said, “The laws of England shield us from the hand of the aggressor, we live happy 
and at peace, and rejoice to welcome those who, like you, come to us on a mission of goodwill” 
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He wrote to Native Minister, Sir Donald McLean upon hearing of McLean's resignation in 1877, “Friend, our 
hearts will never forget you and may God give you life” 

In the 1840’s and 1850’s, Tuhaere was involved in land sales for the settlement of Auckland; however, after 
this time Ngati Whatua supported the Kingitanga movement’s call for a ban on further sales of Maori land. 

Tuhaere wrote on his tribe’s history, both their genealogy and their conflicts with other Iwi. He was an 
advocate for the Treaty of Waitangi, reminding the Government of their obligations, and was a member of 
the Maori parliament or Te Kotahitanga movement which sought Maori control of Maori affairs.  

 

LEFT:  COWIE, WILLIAM GARDEN 1831–1902 

ANGLICAN BISHOP, PRIMATE 

 

William Garden Cowie was born on 8 January 1831 at St John’s Wood, 
London, England. His parents were Alexander Cowie, an advocate, and 
his wife, Elizabeth Garden, both originally from Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland.  

William Cowie was a scholar of Trinity Hall, Cambridge, taking Latin 
and English prizes, and passing first class in the civil law tripos and the 
voluntary theological examination. He gained his BA in 1855. 

Ordained deacon in Ely in 1854 and priest in 1855, Cowie was curate of 
St Clement, Cambridge, in 1854 and of Moulton, Suffolk, from 1855 to 

1857. 

 He was appointed a chaplain to the British forces in India in 1857 and served in India until 1866. There he 
made lifelong friendships with some of the most distinguished soldiers of the Victorian era, including Lord 
Roberts.  

He was present at the siege of Lucknow in 1858. While he was stationed at Bareilly between 1858 and 
1863 he founded the Outram Institute and a native Christian village, since known as Cowiegunge.  

In 1863 he served as chaplain to Viceroy Lord Elgin’s camp, and participated in the Afghan campaign from 
1863 to 1864. He was chaplain in 1864 to Bishop G. E. L. Cotton, metropolitan of India, who described 
Cowie as “a sensible & interesting preacher, a good man of business, & a sound & devoted minister of our 
English church, but free from party prejudice & vehemence”. 

 In 1865 he served as chaplain to British residents in Kashmir and wrote Notes on the temples of Cashmere. 
He returned to England in 1866, becoming a curate in Doncaster and rector of Stafford from 1866 to 1869. 

Cowie had his MA conferred in 1865 and his DD in 1869. Selected by G. A. Selwyn, formerly bishop of New 
Zealand, to become the first bishop of Auckland, he was consecrated at Westminster Abbey on 29 June 
1869. On 20 July he married Eliza Jane Webber at Spring Grove, Middlesex. They arrived at Auckland in 
February 1870. Their six children were born within the decade. 

Cowie’s long episcopate in New Zealand was marked by regular visits throughout his diocese, often under 
difficult conditions.  

Under his leadership the number of clergy increased from 28 to 85 and many churches were built.  

He created the Home Mission Fund to support church extension and also sometimes served as a parish 
minister to supply vacant parishes. Lay leadership was encouraged through the bishop’s licensing of lay 
readers and the support he gave to the Lay Readers' Association.  
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He started the Church Gazette in 1872. Published monthly and initially edited by Cowie, it was an 
important means for sharing information throughout the diocese. 

Bishop Cowie encouraged the training and appointment of Maori clergy, ordaining 25 between 1870 and 
1899. However, his attempts to provide adequate financial support for Maori clergy were never 
satisfactorily resolved. 

 He supported the development of the Maori church boards, consisting of Maori clergy and lay 
representatives. Presided over by the bishop or his commissary, these boards, particularly the one in the 
north, gave Maori an active role in discussing church affairs. During Cowie's episcopate Anglicans re-
established contact with Waikato and King Country Maori who had been alienated from the church during 
the wars of the 1860’s. 

Active in education, Cowie was a member of the senate of the University of New Zealand from 1879 to 
1902, and he served on the Auckland University College council from its foundation in 1883.  

Under his presidency, the College of St John the Evangelist (St John's College) was moved to Parnell for 20 
years in order to bring ordination students into closer contact with the University.  

He advocated the need for religious education in schools, supporting the campaign in 1895 to use Irish 
national school books. 

Bishop Cowie was also involved in a variety of community organisations, including the YMCA, the Auckland 
Institute and the Parnell Shakespeare Club.  

He organised the establishment of the Auckland Sailors’ Home in 1882, serving as president of its council, 
leading the appeal for the erection of a new home and laying its foundation stone in 1887.  

Together with the Reverend Joseph Bates he founded the Association of the Friends of the Blind which 
merged with the Jubilee Institute for the Blind in 1890. He was involved with Eliza Cowie in establishing the 
Women's Home. 

Described as a “loyal Anglican Churchman”, Bishop Cowie avoided the party labels within the church of his 
day.  

In an age influenced by a sectarian spirit he co-operated with people from other churches when this was 
possible. He was strongly opposed to the relaxation of the divorce laws but supported women’s franchise 
within both the church and society. 

In 1872, following the murder in the previous year of J. C. Patterson, bishop of Melanesia, Cowie visited 
Norfolk Island, ordaining three Melanesian deacons and publishing his journal as “Notes of a visit to 
Norfolk Island”. In 1888 and 1897 Cowie attended the Lambeth Conferences of Anglican Bishops. His “Our 
last year in New Zealand” was written in anticipation of a visit to England in 1888 to provide information 
concerning the Church and the State of New Zealand. It gives a significant personal insight into the work of 
a colonial bishop.  

Elected as Anglican primate of New Zealand in 1895, Cowie announced his intention to resign as bishop 
shortly before his death at Parnell, Auckland, on 26 June 1902. 

Bishop Cowie was noted for his careful, conscientious oversight of his diocese and his involvement in 
education, social work and community organisations. His ability was as a pastor and not a preacher. Fare 
welling Bishop Cowie before his departure to England in 1888, the Maori clergy of his diocese indicated 
their appreciation of his ministry…  

“The sheep of the flock, of which you are shepherd, are of two colours – European and Maori and you have 
fed us all alike, impartially; none have been starved. For this we thank you” 
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A big man with a handsome face, long beard and fine figure, Cowie was approachable despite his military 
bearing. His achievement was in helping the Auckland diocese in the post-Selwyn era consolidate and 

expand both its Maori and Pakeha work.  
1
 

 

CHURCH MATTERS 1872 1888 

 

TAITA 

 

Riro Mai. Riro Atu. 

 
£ s. d. 

 
£ s. d. 

Ohaohatanga, 1887 5 4 10 Peitatangi i te wharekarakia 10 0 0 

Ra waho 10 0 0 Kawe Rongopai 0 5 0 

Ohaohatanga, 1888 5 12 1 Pouaka mahi watena 0 10 6 

    
Toenga 10 1 5 

 
£20 16 11 

 
£20 16 11 

 

                                                      
1 SOURCE: BY ALLAN K. DAVIDSON 
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NEWS FROM PAPERS PAST 

 

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXX, ISSUE 5434, 22 JANUARY 1875, PAGE 2 
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TE TAITA NATIVE SCHOOL 1876 

 
 

PHOEBE SOMERS 

 
 

 
 

PHOEBE SOMERS (LEFT) 

PICTURED AT MAROPIU 

SCHOOL’S 50TH JUBILEE WITH 

HAZEL AND ISOBEL KERR 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Phoebe Somers nee Dackers, at 95 years, was the oldest living former pupil when Maropiu 
celebrated its centennial. 

She had the distinction of having attended four former schools in the area now covered by Kaihu Valley 
School –Taita Marae, Maitahi/Mamaranui, Maropiu and Whatoro. 

 
 

“Things were a lot tougher in our day than they are now. We have gone from one extreme to the other” 

  As Phoebe Somers looks back to the early 1900’s it is easy to see why her memories are punctuated by 
comments like these as many conditions she describes are hard to imagine by today’s standards. 

  Born in Kamo, she and brothers, Harold (Dick) and George, moved first to Dargaville where her father, Joe 
Dackers, milked for F J Dargaville. Then, at the age of nine, the family went to a small property at Maitahi. 
“It only had a little shack but we kids thought it was great because the walls were all papered with the 
Weekly News”. 

  The Dackers had no car and relied on the train, which ran past their farm for their rare trips to Dargaville. 
“They were very good because they would stop right at the house for us. But we only went to Dargaville 
once in a blue moon and it was a big occasion”. 

  

 Milking was done by hand and Phoebe had to milk about eight cows each morning before school and often 
again at night. “It was hard work and I had to help around the house a lot. Often, so Mum could go to the 
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shed, I’d have to do the cooking and look after the other children. We were pretty self-sufficient. We made 
all our own butter and bread and a lot of people loved Mum’s home-made bread”. 

  Her first schooling in this area was at a small school on the Taita Marae, but she says her father 
successfully joined moves to establish one at Mamaranui: a forerunner of Mamaranui proper and situated 
on the eastern side of the Kaihu River.  Phoebe attended this, walking or riding a horse to get there and 
remembers about 30 children.  

“We rode horses but the Maori kids used to walk and the teacher said we weren’t to give them a lift but 
once we got around the corner we would double bank them”.  

  However, she says floods – which lasted for weeks – often closed Mamaranui School and during such 
times she attended Maropiu, travelling by train in the mornings and walking home along the railway. “If we 
didn’t want to walk home we would tell the teacher Mum wanted us to catch the train and we would leave 
at mid-day” she laughs. “I think in winter when we were at Maropiu we had to leave early to get home 
before dark” 

  “At Maropiu there was a tree across the river so instead of going up to the bridge we crossed that. There 
were a lot of us, the Sears, the Nathans and others. Even if there was a flood we think nothing of it” she 
recalls with a shudder. 

She remembers Mamaranui School – originally called Maitahi - as one classroom but with each class sitting 
separately. At Maropiu the single large room was divided by a curtain.  

She recalls a strong emphasis on Arithmetic - including repetitive chanting of tables to learn them – and 
English. “We wrote lots of essays which I hated because I wasn’t a romantic type of person and couldn’t 
visualise some of the stupid sorts of things others wrote about”. 

“Maropiu had a shelter shed that was too small to shelter everyone and toilets that were a long walk from 
classrooms – especially in the wet.  Swimming – depending on river level - was in a hole just below the road 
bridge”. 

Phoebe recalls little in the way of organised sport or games at school or home.  “We just played kids things 
like hide-and-seek or tiggy. And the teachers never supervised anything; you just went on your own. 
Anything could have happened but fortunately it didn’t”.   

Punishment was a supple jack or strap on the hands and girls weren’t excluded. “Yes I got whacked. Once 
Rose Mitchell and I saw two flies trying to get outside and started laughing. Daddy Haywood said only mad 
people laughed at nothing and gave us the strap”.  

“Daddy” Haywood sticks in her mind.  “He was so cruel. I had him in Dargaville and when I went to 
Mamaranui who was there but old “Daddy Haywood”: “You would be sitting there and he would hit you on 
the head with a book and I reckon that’s why I have bad ears. People certainly wouldn’t put up with that 
now”.   

Other teachers, such as Jim Cox are remembered more affectionately. 

Phoebe also spent time at Whatoro’s school when her family moved there briefly. She remembers a small 
school near the base of the present steep road with more juniors than seniors. As they lived nearby she 
was within easy walking distance. 

She never went to secondary school but says that was not unusual. “Parents didn’t believe in education like 
they do today.  Dick and I would have loved to have gone to high school but Mum and Dad couldn’t afford it 
as we would have had to board”.  
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In 1876 a native school was started at Te Taita but attendance was very variable because people were so 
mobile… 

 

1879 NATIVE SCHOOLS GOVERNMENT REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

1880 KAIHU/TAITA AND PAKIA NATIVE SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED DUE TO LACK OF INTEREST 
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 4667, 9 AUGUST 1872, PAGE 7 

 

 

 

1886 

 

Building work is now in course for the erection of a new school at Taita (near Dargaville). 

Taita School could be made very useful, but its success will largely depend on the efforts made by the 
Natives to overcome difficulties connected with the housing and boarding of children whose parents reside 
at some little distance from the school. Altogether, it seems likely that the schools established during the 
past year should be among the most useful in forwarding the work of educating the Maori race. 

 

1893 

 

The school at Taita (Kaihu Valley) has been closed, there being no sufficient population at hand: but a new 
school is to be opened at once at the flourishing settlement of Opanaki, about six miles away, where the 
Maori people have provided a building for school use. 
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TAITA NATIVE SCHOOL: 1886-1929 
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1888 
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1890 
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1916-17 
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1928 
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1929 
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OLD MAMARANUI SCHOOL EAST BANK OF THE KAIHU RIVER-1915 

ALSO KNOWN AS TAITA 
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1915 
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1916 
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1917 
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1918 

 

 



~ 58 ~ 
 

1919 
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1920 
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1929 
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1931 
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1932 
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1936 
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MAITAHI SCHOOL NOW MAMARANUI 
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1931 
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MAMARANUI SCHOOL 1919-1953 

 

Note:  It would appear that the Mamaranui village was established about 1919 with the local store and 
school. In 1919 there was an old gum shed used for voting. 

 

LEFT:  MAMARANUI SCHOOL POOL IN THE KAIHU RIVER 
 

ABOUT 1950 
EVENING POST, VOLUME CXXV, ISSUE 5, 7 JANUARY 1938, PAGE 8 
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2 

LOWER KAIHU RIVER VALLEY 
 

BABYLON SCHOOL 1886-1916 

FLAX MILL SCHOOL 1917-1923 

MUKA SCHOOL 1925 

PARORE SCHOOL 1922-1952 

 

 
 
 

BABYLON 

1906:   JANE KANE TEACHER AT BABYLON 

 

107 miles north from Auckland on the Kaihu River: Rail to Helensville (38 miles), steamer to Dargaville (83 
miles), thence rail five miles. See also Helensville and Dargaville for time-table and fares. Mails arrive and 
close daily. Post and telephone office, stores, public school, and flax mill here, the surrounding country 
being taken up by settlers. Good pheasant and duck shooting: Nearest doctor at Dargaville, 5 miles.  2 

 

KAIPARA AND WAITEMATA ECHO , 4 DECEMBER 1914, PAGE 2 

 

                                                      
2 SOURCE: WISES INDEX 
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XVIII, ISSUE 237, 8 OCTOBER 1887, PAGE 5 

 

 

 

FLAX MILL SCHOOL ROLL  

 

Elizabeth and Margaret Archibald: Bertnam Booker: Amie, Charlotte, Jack and Katie Craven: Harry Davis: 
Kuata and Raku  Hami: Charles, Florence, Henrietta Harris: Harry Davis: Meri and Smith Hohua: Beara 
and Paul McCarthy: Charles, James and Robert Mackie: Charles, Hariata, Martha and Tuhi Maihi: Po 
Matini: Nellie Neal: Kapo Raihi: Richard Rupana: Kate Tane: Rita Thompson: Walter Tawaewae: Lena 
Watene. 

 

 

NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 16 NOVEMBER 1918, PAGE 2 
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MUKA SCHOOL 

VOTING: THE RAILWAY STATION ROOM AT MUKA (PARORE) 

 

1925 SCHOOL ROLL 
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MOUTH OF THE KAIHU RIVER  
 

 

KAIHU/HOUHANGA  SCHOOL 1876 

MANGAWHARE SCHOOL 1892-1939 

METHODIST CHURCH, MANGAWHARE 1879 

ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC CHURCH SCHOOL, MANGAWHARE 1912-1939 
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HOUHANGA SCHOOL 
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MAORI SCHOOLS NORTHERN WAIROA 
 

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII, 
 ISSUE 4652, 23 JULY 1872 

 
MAORI ASKED TO GIVE LAND FOR SCHOOLS 
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVII,  

ISSUE 4472, 25 DECEMBER 1871 

 
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII,  

ISSUE 4667, 9 AUGUST 1872 
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXII,  
ISSUE 5310, 19 OCTOBER 1876 

 

 

 

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXII, 
 ISSUE 5346, 1 DECEMBER 1876 
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 5788, 15 APRIL 1876 

 

A school building has been built, and the school a full time one, is under Mr Chilman and the appearance 
and behaviour of the children when your reporter visited the school, does that gentleman great credit. The 
average attendance is 43. A night school is held for the benefit of adults, and average 10 attendances. A 
library and reading-room occupies one end of the school building. 

 It is contemplated erecting a public hall which will still, a want that is beginning to be felt. 

 

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 5815, 18 MAY 1876 
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MANGAWHARE 

 

Mangawhare, situated on the Wairoa River, at a distance of about 103 miles from Auckland, is the oldest 
established trading station in Hobson County. Until recently this district was the property of Dr. J. Logan 
Campbell, who sold it to Messrs A. E. Harding and Co. Mangawhare, has a post and telephone office, a 
large hotel, a store with a gum shed, Roman Catholic and Wesleyan churches, two halls, and a county 
wharf. The village is a small one, as, until lately, the land has been withheld from sale, but as it is divided 
from Dargaville only by the Kaihu creek—which is already bridged—the two townships will in course of 
time become one. 

 

THE FIRST HALL IN DARGAVILLE FOR PRESBYTERIANS 

 

For the first three years no church building existed and meetings were held in private homes. But in 1907 a 
large hall situated in Mangawhare and owned by Messrs Harding and Coy, was purchased for £175. A 
tender from Spiers and Gould for £75 for removal and re-erection on the Victoria Street Parore Street 
corner was accepted, and soon the building was ready for occupation. The dedication service was held on 3 

November 1907, and the hall was in use until sold with the section for £775 in December 1910.  
3
 

 

BOTTOM:  METHODIST CHURCH, MANGAWHARE, CIRCA 1910’S: PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN BY ARTHUR NORTHWOOD. 
OPENED IN 1879 THE CHURCH WOULD SEAT 150 PEOPLE.  THIS CHURCH WAS BUILT UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF MR. GITTOS.  

                                                      
3 SOURCE: PRESBYTERIAN PARISH IN DARGAVILLE: REFERENCE TO THE REMOVAL OF A HALL FROM MANGAWHARE, IN A PARISH HISTORY OF ST. 

ANDREW'S, DARGAVILLE (1904-1984). 
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LEFT:  THE REVEREND W GITTOS 

 

The veteran Wesleyan Maori Missionary was born at Ingleton, County 
Durham, England, and at the age of ten came with his parents to New 
Zealand, in the ship “James”. The voyage was a very protracted one, 
nearly a year being occupied in reaching their destination. The vessel 
called at Cape of Good Hope, Tasmania, Wellington, Auckland, Bay of 
Islands, and finally Hokianga, where she loaded with spars for the 
admiralty. 

 As the “James” came up the harbour of Auckland, the guns of a man-
of-war were firing a salute in honour of the first anniversary of the 
Colony, January 29th, 1841.  

Mr. Gittos and family endured many hardships in their new homes in 
common with their fellow-settlers, all supplies having to be imported 
from Sydney, with the exception of such articles of consumption as 

could be obtained from the Maoris.  

Many of the settlers grew their own wheat, which was converted through the medium of a hand mill into 
excellent flour.  

The chief difficulty was in the matter of education for the young, and Mr. Gittos, senior, supplied this want 
by starting a night school for his own and the children of adjacent settlements.  

At the same time he started a small tannery and was very successful in his experiments with the barks of 
various New Zealand forest trees, chiefly Tanekaha and Kowhai. 

 On the outbreak of the war against Heke in 1845, most of the inhabitants of Hokianga were obliged to 
leave their homes and Mr. Gittos and his family were among the refugees who embarked on board the 
Government brig “Victoria”, Captain Richards having been sent to protect and remove all who were 
disposed to leave the vicinity of hostilities. 

 In company with Mr. John Webster and Judge Maning, of Hokianga, Mr. Gittos, then a lad of sixteen, was 
present with some other youths at the first battle of Okaihau, and this scene seems to have been the 
kindling of a life-long sympathy for the Maori race.  

For some years he was employed in the building trade and in 1853 went to Melbourne to further extend 
his knowledge of the business.  

The state of his health however necessitated his return to Auckland where he entered the Wesleyan 
Church on probation, and in due time was ordained and sent to take charge of the Kaipara churches, 
chiefly Maori.  

Life in the Kaipara in those days was one of adventure, well-suited to the enterprising spirit of Mr. Gittos 
whose early experience now proved most valuable, especially in boating and building, and all the various 
mechanical requirements of a life in the bush.  

His skill as a sailor was proverbial, as a healer of the sick and in surgical operations he was very successful. 
His knowledge of Maori gave him a great advantage, and he early instituted schools and Bible classes at all 
the settlements on that extensive estuary. 

 For eight years he and his wife lived a life of solitude, occasionally seeing a few run-away sailors or 
Government surveyors on their way to more remote blocks of land. In 1862, when the first detachment of 
Nonconformists arrived in the “Matilda Wattenbach”, great was the excitement on seeing the tents 
pitched at Port Albert.  
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Mr. Gittos and family visited the settlers on their first Sunday and a service was held in the open air, after 
which a simple meal was partaken of and thus a friendship began which continued all the years of Mr. 
Gittos’ sojourn in the Kaipara; a friendship only enjoyed by those who have sympathized and suffered in 
company; “share and share alike” was the motto of those times. After 29 years’ service Mr. Gittos’ health 
failed and necessitated his removal to Ponsonby.  

After recruiting for a time he removed to the Waikato where he exerted his influence among the “kingites” 
and in spite of great suspicion and shyness, on the part of the Maoris, finally succeeded in winning the 
confidence of Tawhiao.  

Mr Gittos was also very watchful over his people in political affairs in the Kaipara, and succeeded very 
happily in keeping them free from the influence of disaffected tribes.  

At the time of the escape of the Maori prisoners from the Kawan, they came in a body to the settlements 
near the mission stations, and were entertained by the Maoris, but there was no sympathy evinced apart 
from that of relationship; they were allowed to rest awhile and go on their way, the Government at Mr. 
Gittos’ request sending a vessel to convey them to their homes in the Waikato.  

Mr. Gittos’ term of service in his Church extends over forty years, during which period he has lived to see 
flourishing villages where only fern and forests formerly grew; he has seen Auckland rise out of the barren 
wilderness, and all the adjuncts of civilization become matters of every-day life.  

It is a very sore point with Mr. Gittos that the Maoris are on the wane; and that in this connection the 
white man is not free from blame. 

Below:  The Gittos House was built circa 1866 as the Wesleyan mission house on the Otamatea River. 
Pioneer Wesleyan missionary in the Kaipara William Gittos settled at Waingohi, near Oruawharo in 1856, 
but in 1866 he relocated the mission station north to Rangiora on the southern side of the Otamatea river, 
opposite the mission outpost at Tanoa where a raupo chapel seating around 300 people had been built in 
1850 -1. The land at Rangiora was given to the Wesleyans by Rev. Hone Waiti Hikitanga, a chief of Te Uri o 
Hau. The designer and builders of the house have not been identified. William Gittos, his wife Marianne 
and their seven children lived here from 1866 until the mission closed and the family moved to Auckland in 
1886.  

 

GITTOS HOUSE, RANGIORA ROAD, KAIWAKA  4  

 

                                                      
4
 SOURCE:  PHOTO STUART PARK NZHPT  
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NOTES FOR THE NORTHERN WAIROA WESLEYAN CIRCUIT 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING 
AUCKLAND STAR, RŌRAHI XXX, PUTANGA 179, 31 HŌNGONGOI 1899, PAGE 6 
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MANGAWHARE READY FOR A SCHOOL 
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 5324, 4 NOVEMBER 1876 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



~ 133 ~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC CHURCH, CONVENT AND SCHOOL MANGAWHARE 
THIS CHURCH WAS BEING CONSTRUCTED IN 1881 UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF FATHER O’HARA.  

5
 

 

 

The school was originally founded by the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart. It is one of the oldest 
Catholic schools in the country. The school and convent were originally placed next to the church, which 
was in Mangawhare at the time.  

It was not until around 1940 that the church, the school and the convent were moved to the site on 
Hokianga Road across the Kaihu River to Dargaville.  

In 1991 the Sisters were withdrawn from Dargaville and the school was left in the control of lay staff for 
the first time.  

 

                                                      
5
 SOURCE:  NORTHWOOD BROTHERS: PHOTOGRAPHS OF NORTHLAND. REF: 1/2-024653-G. ALEXANDER TURNBULL LIBRARY, WELLINGTON, NEW 

ZEALAND. HTTP://BETA.NATLIB.GOVT.NZ/RECORDS/23117546 
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XII, ISSUE 3326, 24 MARCH 1881 
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THE BISHOP OF AUCKLAND AT NORTH WAIROA 

NEW ZEALAND TABLET, VOLUME XXVI, ISSUE 7, 17 JUNE 1898 
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OBITUARY FOR FATHER O’HARA 

 

DEATH OF A VENERABLE PRIEST 
NEW ZEALAND TABLET, VOLUME XXVII, ISSUE 46, 16 NOVEMBER 1899 
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NEW ZEALAND TABLET, VOLUME XXXVI, ISSUE 13, 2 APRIL 1908 
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NEW ZEALAND TABLET, VOLUME XXXVI, ISSUE 12, 26 MARCH 1908 
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NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 27 MARCH 1919 
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SCHOLARS KAIHU DISTRICT AND MANGAWHARE SUNDAY SCHOOLS 

 

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXXI, ISSUE 125, 28 MAY 1900, PAGE 5 
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