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FARMING THE VALLEYS AND HILLS 
BETWEEN HOKIANGA AND KAIPARA 

HARBOURS 
 

 
 

 
HISTORY REFERENCE JOURNAL ONE 

((SPECIFIC CHARACTERS AFTER 1900) 
 
 

THE PLUNDERERS DIED 
THE SETTLERS BORN 

 
 
 

FAMILY OF NATHAN OR NETANA PATUAWA 
 

 
 
 
This journal covers the trials and tribulations of one first nation family to retain and develop 
their land for farming. This being an example of how it must have been for similar families 
in the north. Included are untold copies of information from archives which help to unravel 
the past when farming in these districts was in its infancy. 
The correspondence between ‘Government Agencies’ and ‘Want to be Farmers’ was never 
ending and must have caused much frustration for those on the land. This became 
commonly known as struggling through the ‘RED TAPE’ of Government Bureaucracy.     
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Note: 
Whanau=Family 

Hapu=Clan 
Iwi=Tribe 

Taua=War Party 
Ariki=Leader/Chief 

Aotea=New Zealand 
Whapu/Kaihu=Dargaville 

Whakatehaua=Maunganui Bluff 
Opanaki=Modern day Kaihu 

“Te Ika a Maui” (the fish of Maui) North Island of Aotea 
 
 

BELOW: COMPUTER DRAWN MAP SHOWING THE PLACE NAMES BETWEEN MANGAWHARE AND SOUTH HOKIANGA 

 

 
 

I AM FROM ALL THOSE WHO HAVE COME BEFORE 
AND THOSE STILL TO COME 

THEY ARE ME AND I AM THEM 
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FOREWORD 
 
 
 
 
Much has been written by past historians about the past commercial aspects of the 
Kaipara, Kaihu Valley and the Hokianga districts based mostly about the mighty Kauri tree 
for its timber and gum, and also the native flax. It would appear though there has not been 
a lot recorded about the early farming “Characters” who made up these districts after the 
pillaging of those natural resources.  
I hope to, through these next compilations’ make a small contribution to the remembrance 
of some of those early farming family characters who settled the thread bare hills and 
valleys of the Kaipara, Kaihu Valley and the Hokianga districts.  
 

1900 TO 1950  
FIRST NATION FARMERS 

 
Between 1900 and 1950, a fundamental transformation in Maori society and the Maori 
economy began. The population expanded rapidly, and it became substantially more 
integrated into the European economy. Agriculture was commercialised; many people 
moved to urban areas and took up new jobs; incomes increased; Maori became eligible for 
a wide range of Government-provided benefits and services; education levels slowly began 
to improve; and living standards — at least as measured by health and life expectancy — 
began to rise. The Maori economy became more similar to the European economy, 
although neither incomes nor living standards were as high. The starting point was not 
promising. While it was becoming apparent in 1900 that, despite the views of earlier 
commentators, Maori as a race were not dying out, in terms of most indicators of economic 
welfare Maori were very badly off. Butterworth (1972, p. 161) summarized as follows: “In 
the 1920’s the Māori standard of living did not even approximate to that of the European. 
Maori, at least in the Auckland province, were still largely Maori speaking, often with only a 
limited command of written and even spoken English. They were poorly educated, partly 
because of the lack of proper educational facilities — few, in fact even reached Standard 6 
and fewer still went on to Maori secondary schools. Their main economic importance was 
as a source of labour to farmers, particularly for their seasonal peaks, and as unskilled 
labour in the timber industry and on rural 15 public works projects. Most Maori lived in out-
of-the-way villages with only limited social contact with European society.” Economic 
statistics for this period are appreciably better than for the late nineteenth century. 
Censuses were conducted every five years (except for 1931 and 1941) and after 1926 the 
Māori census was collected using the same forms as the European census. The later 
censuses include some income information. Demographic data were collected more 
systematically, and are available at annual frequencies from the mid 1920’s onwards. 
Moreover, an appreciable number of Government reports were written containing 
statistical information on the economic welfare of Maori, particularly land ownership, 
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farming, education, health, and housing. The latter reports were written in conjunction with 
the general expansion of government welfare assistance that occurred after the election of 
the Labour Government in 1935. 

 
 
Individualisation… 
The change in Maori land ownership had a huge influence on Maori agriculture in the 19th 
and 20th centuries. The Native Lands Act 1862 was passed to individualise and register 
Maori land in a form that was recognisable under English common law – so that it could be 
readily traded. 
Traditional Maori land tenure was communal, carrying obligations to the wider community 
that were lost under individualisation. 
The establishment of the Native Land Court in 1865 (now known as the Maori Land Court) 
and the introduction of numerous pieces of legislation over the following 50 years, saw vast 
tracts of Maori land move out of Maori control. 
As the loss of land became widespread, Maori looked for ways to retain land, and to 
develop structures to manage land more effectively. These structures were needed because 
Maori owners increasingly owned scattered interests in numerous blocks of land. 
 
 
Solution to fragmentation… 
One solution to title fragmentation was bringing together interests under a single 
administrative structure. While possible as early as 1894, widespread adoption of single 
organisational structures did not take place until 1929 with the introduction of the Maori 
Land Development Scheme by Ngati Porou leader and cabinet minister Sir Apirana Ngata. 
This scheme provided government funding to Maori landowners to develop the physical 
infrastructure of their farms. The potential to develop farms encouraged the amalgamation 
of land titles into single administrative structures. 
In the Maori Affairs Act 1953 the main land management structures established were the 
section 438 trust, and the Maori land incorporation. Under Te Ture Whenua Maori Act, 
1993, section 438 trusts became ahu whenua trusts, while Māori incorporations remained 
unchanged. 
 
Individual farmers… 
Almost 300,000 hectares or 20% of Māori land is not administered by trusts or 
incorporations. Landowners who wish to live and work on ancestral land are required under 
legislation to gain the approval of a majority of the owners. This approval is formalised 
through the Māori Land Court in the form of a lease. Where the number of owners is small 
an agreement can be gained relatively easily. However, owners can number in the 
hundreds or thousands, hence the predominance of trusts and incorporations. 
 
 

http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/glossary#whenua
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NEWS FROM PAPERS PAST GIVES US AN INDICATION  
AS TO THE LAY OF THE LAND AS IT WAS BACK THEN…. 

 
WALK FROM HOKIANGA TO MAROPIU 
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CASUAL RAMBLINGS. 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 9889, 3 AUGUST 1895, PAGE 1 
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1 
JOHN THOMAS NATHAN  

1900-1990 
 

(ALIAS SURNAME NETANA OR PATUAWA) 
 

  
 
 

JOHN THOMAS NATHAN WENT TO TWO WAR’S FOR OUR NATION  
(WORLD WAR ONE AND TWO) 

HIS REWARD WAS FUNDING FOR FARMING…  
 
 
 

WAR VETERANS GET CHEAP MONEY FROM THE GOVERNMENT  
TO HELP SETTLE AND DEVELOP THE LAND… 

 
 
The Boar war, WW1 and WW2 were significant catalysts for some of those early settlers to 
obtain funding from Government Departments for buying and developing their land. What 
a terrible cost these very brave young men endured to obtain this funding; For example, 
they were away from their family’s and loved ones for months and some time for years. 
They had to witness the atrocities of war including the murder of their comrades during 
battles while also enduring nasty diseases and war time accidents. The smell of death and 
the constant nightmares created from this time would haunt them for all of their days as 

they struggled both physically and mentally to 
work their thread bare land. Some would conquer 
the heights others would fall to the way-side 
beaten for ever. Others would pick themselves up 
and rebuild again to keep a roof over their family’s 
heads and food in their stomachs. J T Nathan was 
one of those. A fighter till the end…    
 

LEFT. JOHN THOMAS NATHAN 

 
Note:  Hone (John) and Sarah Nathan farmed 
opposite my family at Maropiu. John was a great 
ole friend of mine and would always stop 
whatever he was doing for a chat.  
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MATEKINO NATHAN 
GREAT GRANDDAUGHTER OF NETANA PATUAWA 

 
Matekino Nathan, daughter of Renata Netana Patuawa and Heni Tane Hohaia was born in 
Maropiu Dargaville on the 17th of September 1916.  Matekino never knew her mother Heni 
and was told she had died when Matekino was a baby.   
For several years she was raised by her father and aunties, but in later years her 
grandfather Ratima Netana Patuawa and grandmother Te Waimarama Emery became her 
guardians.  Matekino was an only child but grew close to cousins from her Uncle Hone (J T 
Nathan) and Aunty Sarah Nathan's family, she considered them her brothers. 
She spent most of the time milking cows and living by the sea.  She remembered having 
fresh cream at every meal and her fondness for seafood.  She rode horses and travelled to 

the beach that way.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                
1 FAMILY WHAKAPAPA NOTES 
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2 
NATHAN /NETANA PATUAWA FAMILY 

HISTORY 
 

 
 
 
 

OBTAINING THE LAND… 
 
From about 1870 the ancestor of J T Nathan (Netana Patuawa) moved south from the Bay 
of Islands and resided near Ahikiwi in the Kaihu Valley. In the Bay of Islands, it is said that 
Netana had been partners in a schooner called the Osprey with Hemi Tautari.  
Hemi was initially a well know merchant and the owner or part owner of several schooners 
that traded between the Bay of Islands and Auckland.  
It is very possible that Netana was an experienced sailor and he and Hemi had some 
connection whether through marriage or close friendship and so became partners.  
Hemi was also well known as an assessor for the licensing of Maori owned hotels. His 
influence would have, more than likely, helped Netana and John Snowden to get their 
liquor licenses at Maunganui Bluff (Aranga) and Maropiu.  
Hemi was also well known as a Ngapuhi chief as was Netana for how else would Netana 
have settled into the Kaihu Valley with ease: with his teachings from Hemi, Netana also 
became a well know entrepreneur and business man, obviously bringing his wealth to 
Maropiu from his days of coastal trading. 
It would appear from the following land records that Netana bought out the shares of 
Parore Te Awha in a large tract of land called Opanaki No 1 which was originally 7300 odd 
acres. It would appear that Netana ended up with about 1900 acres east of the River from 
Ahikiwi to Maropiu and then East of the Maropiu Settlement Road.  After a subdivision the 
titles became known as Opanaki No 1 a to No 1 e of which all of Netana’s children would be 
given a block: Netana became the joint shareholder with Te Rore Taoho in part of that block 
called Opanaki No 1 d. 
It would also appear that Te Rore Taoho became the Trustee of the balance of land. 
 

Note. New evidence shows that Netana Patuawa and Te Rore Taoho were granted land 

by the crown as the first papers show following this. Recently added…Sept 2016  
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SUBDIVISION PLANS SHOWING OPANAKI NO 1 
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OPANAKI NUMBER 1A  
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1894 
RECORDS AND DATES COVERING THE SUCCESSORS TO NETANA (HIS CHILDREN) 

AFTER HIS DEATH ARE AS FOLLOWS… 
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1889 

NATIVE LAND COURT 
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 20, 4 FEBRUARY 1897, PAGE 2 
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1898 
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1903 
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1908
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At ‘Maropiu’ Netana built the local hotel and store of which he was the owner of the hotel 
and half owner with Mitchelson of the store. The hotel was situated opposite the Maropiu 
School west of the Maropiu settlement road in Trounson’s paddock and the store was 
situated near the Kaiiwi lakes turnoff which is now Wyatt’s.  
The Hotel was run by licensed managers. The first being his daughter’s husband John 
Snowden who moved his bush license from the Maunganui Bluff Hotel at Aranga.   
From 1906 the hotel was sold to George Burnett who received a full publican’s license on 
the 6 June 1906. 
The life of the Maropiu Hotel was short lived as it was eventually disallowed a licence on 
the grounds of the hotel being out of repair in 1911.  
Netana Patuawa was an extremely wealthy man for those days.  His will shows he had well 
in excess of 600 pounds invested, interest in land, plus 100 head of cattle, 300 sheep and 20 
horses along with some ploughs.   
He was also a man of benevolence one who also embraced the Anglican faith and who 
provided a wage for pastors. He was at the opening of the new Gothic style church at Te 
Taita in 1875.  He involved himself in community affairs by among other things, arranging 
sporting fixtures and establishing the Maropiu Brass Band. The latter, with its dark blue 
velvet uniforms and gold trim, stayed in existence for over fifty years.  
On his death in October 1896, an obituary in the Weekly News described Patuawa as a man 
much respected for the genuineness of his character and his kindliness of heart, always 
ready to help in the sports and amusements of his people. 
His family would become foresters and farmers with some going on to be people of the 
cloth.  
 

LANDLORDS FOR THE MAROPIU HOTEL 1887-1911 
 

Netana and John Snowden 1887 
Arthur Dempsey 1889 Manager 
Stewart McIvor 1903 Manager 

Arthur Louis Higgins 1905 Manager 
George Burdett 1906 Owner with a full Publicans license 

George Henry McDonald 1907 
Stanley Moore 1909-1911 

 
 
Note:  Stanley Moore was a regular advertiser in the Northland Times in 1909, offering 
accommodation at five Shillings per night or 25 to 30 Shillings a week.  That “Seccombe’s” 
was the Sparkling Ale on Draught. 
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ARCHIVE RECORDS AS FOLLOWS FOR MAROPIU HOTEL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



~ 40 ~ 
 

  
 
 
It is interesting to note that in 1872 the Maori name ‘Netana’ is changed to ‘Nathan’ in a 
Southern Newspaper as follows. Also the name ‘Netana’ a chief of Waikato features in 
the Taranaki wars as early as 1861. This Netana was shot dead by the British forces. 
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 4529, 1 MARCH 1872, PAGE 3 
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DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 3125, 12 FEBRUARY 1872, PAGE 2 
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FROM THE MAORI ELECTORAL ROLE OF 1908 WE HAVE… 
 
 
 

Surname Christian Iwi Hapu Address Sex.  

Netana Pare Ngati 
Maniapoto 

 Maropiu F. 

Netana Tane Wi Ngapuhi Te Whanau Pani Ahikiwi M.  

Netana Wi Ngapuhi Te Whanaupani Maropiu M.  

Patuawa Hipiriona Ngapuhi Te Whanaupani Maropiu M. 

 
Note:  It would appear from my research that Hapu ‘Te Whanaupani’ is prevalent in the 
Whangaroa area.  
‘Ngati Maniapoto’ is an Iwi (tribe) based in the Waikato-Waitomo (flowing water-cave 
water) region.  

 
FROM THE MAORI ELECTORAL ROLE OF 1919 WE HAVE… 

 
John Nathan Ngapuhi Ngati Tautahi Maropiu M. 

Hana Netana Ngapuhi ??? Ahikiwi.  
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NEWS FOR NETANA AND SNOWDEN FROM PAPERS PAST 
 
 

NETANA MEETS BISHOP COWIE 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME IX, ISSUE 2548, 26 MARCH 1872, PAGE 3 
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3 
FIRST GENERATION 
NETANA PATUAWA 

1/. Netana 
 
 
 
 

Netana Patuawa 
Was born about 1829 

Born: Hapu Hokokeha, Iwi Ngapuhi 
He died 30 Sept 1898 

At Dargaville, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 
He married Tarati Poupou (Stewart) 

Her parent’s unknown 
She died age 69 30 Sep 1898 

At Dargaville, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 
Burial… 

Both at Maitahi Maori Cemetery, Mamaranui, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 
 
 

THE MYSTERIOUS ORIGINS FOR NETANA PATUAWA 
 
It has been said, ‘Netana’ arrived in NZ on the Ripiro Coast off the French Man of War 
L’Alcmene which foundered and wrecked ashore on 3/6/1851. He would have been about 
twenty. As yet I have found no evidence... 

It has also been said that the Patuawa family name came 
from the Parent of Netana Patuawa who was ‘Nathan 
Portova’ which is said to be Portuguese. 
The following may be a link… 
Cook arrived in The Bay of Islands late 1769 and although 
the bulk of the crew were English and nominally members 
of the Church of England, Catholics aboard Endeavour 
included a Cork Irishman named John Marra, and a 
Portuguese, Manoel Pereira, who had joined the ship at 
Rio and was punished by Cook for stealing kumara from 
Bay of Islands Maori in November. 1769.     

 
LEFT:  NETANA PATUAWA 
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Note: My research indicates that Nathan is English and Portova is Slavic. I find no 
connection to Portugal for this name.    
 
 
Further research indicates that both Netana and Patuawa are Maori names with Patuawa 
being a very young name. Both of which were not that common in the late 1800’s.   
Netana:  Ne: is that so: isn’t he isn’t she. 
Tana: his, hers or similar. 
Patuawa: Patu: to strike, hit with weapon. Awa: stream, river. 2 
 
Note:  The question I ask is, “if Netana Patuawa was so named at birth and went on to 
become an Ngapuhi Ariki or chief as all of the old news clips suggest: then why wasn’t he 
Maori? He certainly looks Polynesian. Could all of the above be just a legend or myth”? 
 
Netana Patuawa became connected to north-eastern Maori families through his marriage 
to ‘Tarati’ who on her daughter’s marriage certificate (Meri Netana to John Snowden 1885) 
her name was written thus ‘Tarati nee Poupou’. Other suggested names from other sources 
have been: Tarati, born Te Poupou nga Puru. Tarati, Taituna Patuawa. Tarati, Patuawa born 
Puru. 
She was born about 1824 and died about 1906. 
 
Note:  It is very possible that her Hapu was ‘Whanaupani’ which is a Hapu of Kaeo. Close 
descendants of her and Netana claim this Hapu in Archive records. 
 
 ‘Te Hokokeha’ is another Hapu of note alongside ‘Te Tao Maui’-the Hapu (sub-tribe) that 
the Kamira whanau belong to. 
 
Following are some legendary explanations as to how this Hapu came about… 
 
1/.  The name is derived from an incident rather than a tupuna. There are also versions of 
the incident given in evidence by a notable tupuna Ngakuru Pene. He refers to the incident 
naming Te Hokokeha due to the killing and beheading of one of his tupuna. The assailants 
took the head and sold it to the Europeans for powder and shot. But the purchaser gave 
turnip seeds (other versions say flour or flea-powder) instead of powder. The seeds were 
thrown to the ground where they grew. Hence the name taken by the survivors of 
Hokokeha: (hoko is to purchase and keha is a turnip).3 
 
2/.  Te Hokokeha according to oral tradition got its name when a tupuna sold a dried head 
to a pakeha. He thought he was paid in gun pellets. When he opened the bag they were 

                                                
2 HTTP://WWW.MAORIDICTIONARY.CO.NZ/ 

3 REFERENCE MATIHETIHE HAPU PLAN DRAFT, AUGUST 2009 (AUTHOR GEORGINA MARTIN) 
NGAKURU PENE HAARE MANUSCRIPT 
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actually keha (turnip) seeds. Ngakuru Pene was well documented in the Hokianga area: 4  
Some of his descendants moved to Kaihu from the Mitimiti (Te Rarawa) region, after Chief 
Parore Te Awha gifted him some land in return for a favour his father did. He cited Te 
Hokokeha as his Hapu in the land court. The Anania whanau did the same.  
 
3/.  This incident was also recorded in a Land Court minute book from 1902 – The minutes 
record a series of claims by our Hapu mostly in relation to ancestral links, constant 
occupation, “the strong arm of possession”, burial grounds or jurisdiction over things like a 
mussel rock called Te Whatanui. In the minutes Ngakuru Pene said his ancestor had his 
throat cut on the land and that his head had been sold to Europeans in payment of turnip 

seed hence the name ‘Hokokeha’.5 

Matihetihe Marae, at Mitimiti on the West Coast represents the Hapu of Te Tao Maui and 
Te Hokokeha.  
 
Note:  It is interesting to note that Ngakuru Pene, Toko Mikahere, Tana and Wi Anania, 
Netana Patuawa, are all close to Wiremu Rikihana from Hokokeha Hapu of Te Rarawa. 
With some of these families still owning land in the Kaihu Village today. This land, 193 
acres, was gifted by Parore Te Awha in return for a favour that the father of Wiremu 
Rikihana had done for him.  
 

 
 

INSCRIBED INTO THE TOMBSTONE OF NETANA AT THE MAITAHI URUPA IS THE FOLLOWING… 
(ENGLISH VERSION) 

 
 
 
 
  

                                                
4 (READ KARANGA HOKIANGA). 

5 REFERENCE: TOKERAU MAORI LAND COUNCIL MB NO.1, PAGE(S): 93 ; 95 

http://www.terarawa.iwi.nz/matihetihe-marae.html
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CHILDREN OF NETANA AND TARATI… 
Dates are estimates… 

 
 

1/.      Irihapeti (Elizabeth) Patuawa 
1852–1936 
+ 7 Children 

Married Watene 
 

2/.    Wihokoora Netana 
1859–1941 

 
3/.   Hamuera Riu Taia Netana Patuawa 

1869–1936 
 

4/.   Meri rewiti (Rewi) Patuawa 
1869–1947 

Married John Snowden 
 

5/.   Ratima (Thomas) Nathan 
1871–1953 

 
6/.   Eruera Netana Patuawa 

1880–1904 
 

7/.   Aperahama Patuawa 
 

OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS… 
 

HAKI/ HIPIRIONA/PERA/PETI/REHARI/REREPETI/TAIA/TE RUIHI/WANGAEHE/WIRUMU 

 
See land ownership next page…. 
  

http://person.ancestry.com.au/tree/15579025/person/310008937568
http://person.ancestry.com.au/tree/15579025/person/310008937568
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4 
SECOND GENERATION 

RATEMA (THOMAS) NATHAN 
1/. Netana 
2/. Ratema 

 
 
 

 
RATEMA NATHAN/PATUAWA 

He was born about 1871    
He died about 11 APR 1953  

Maropiu, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 
 

He married Waimarama Emery 
Born about 1871 

Died 1823 
At Maropiu, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 

 
Burial… 

Maitahi Maori Cemetery, Mamaranui, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 
Maori Tribe (Iwi) 

Ngati-Whatua 
Maori Sub-Tribe (Hapu) 

Ngati-Torehina 
 

CHILDREN FOR RATEMA AND WAIMARAMA… 
 

1/. Renata Tom Netana 
+ 7 Children 

Married Heni Tane Hohoaia 
 

2/. John Thomas Nathan 

 
 

3/. Abraham Nathan 
 
 

http://person.ancestry.com.au/tree/15579025/person/284286236
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4/. Ihaia (Jim) Nathan 
 
 

5/. Tai Nathan 
 
 

6/. Kamiria Nathan 
Married Mita Eruera (Edwards) 

 
 

7/. Reihana (Ray) Nathan 
Married Keti (Kitty) Raniera Te Rore Taoho 

 
 

8/. Winifred Weheaua Netana 
Married Raumaewa Flavell 
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5 
JOHN THOMAS NATHAN 

1/. Netana 
2/. Ratema 

3/. John Thomas 
 
 
 
 

 
 

John Thomas Nathan 
He was born about 30 SEP 1900 

He died 21 Jan 1990 • Kaihu, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 
Burial 24 Jan 1990 • Maitahi Maori Cemetery,  
Mamaranui, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 

 
 

He married first wife Sarah Jane Beazley 
30 Mar 1921 • New Zealand 

She was born: 1902 in Omanaia, Far North, Northland, New Zealand 
She died 05 Jul 1947 • Maropiu, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 

 
He married second wife Puati Raniera Te Rore 

 About. 1948 • Dargaville, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 
She died about 24 Mar 1969 • Dargaville, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 

 

http://mv.ancestry.com.au/viewer/fd832757-22ff-4875-baac-fe39b5d76cfb/15579025/284286236


~ 57 ~ 
 

 
Puati Raniera Te Rore 

1909–1969 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://person.ancestry.com.au/tree/15579025/person/284286793
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6 
FOURTH GENERATION FOR NATHAN  

 
 
 
 

CHILDREN FOR JOHN THOMAS NATHAN AND FIRST WIFE… 
 

Ngatipare (Pare) Nathan 
 

+ 6 Children 
 

Raroa John Nathan 
 
 

James Ihaia Nathan 
 
 

(unnamed) Nathan 
 

CHILDREN JOHN THOMAS NATHAN AND SECOND WIFE…  
 

Winifred Nathan 
Abt. 1950 • New Zealand 

 
 

Raniera Nathan 
 

10 Nov 1951 • Dargaville, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 
 

 
 

Johnny Nathan 
 
 
 
 
 

http://person.ancestry.com.au/tree/15579025/person/284286239
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Registration 
Number 

Family Name Given Name(s) Mother's Given 
Name(s) 

Father's Given 
Name(s) 

Still 
Birth 

1914/30060 Patuawa Wiki Urikone Ape Aperahama - 

1975/30578 Patuawa Polly Waimarama Netana Ratima Netana - 

 
 

Registration 
Number 

Family Name Given Name(s) Mother's Given 
Name(s) 

Father's Given 
Name(s) 

Still 
Birth 

1916/30555 Netana Te Aumihi Roka Rore Wiki - 

1914/30061 Netana Ruru Waingaehe Ngutahi - 

1915/30148 Netana Penetana Pipi Penetana - 

1928/23190 Netana NR Emily NR S 

1972/155041 Netana Hamuera Hana Taia Taia - 

1916/31373 Netana Teraihi Naiti Paraone W Paraone W - 

1913/26500 Netana Tehira Mere Peter - 

« Start | Prev| 1 | Next | End »   Printer Friendly Page (current)   Printer Friendly Page (all) 

 
 
 
 

  

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
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7 
EMERY FAMILY 

1/. George 
 
 

 
Big thanks to Jenni Nathan for her contribution re these next families who are connected to 
J T Nathan…  
 

 
Notes:  
Such a wonderful treasure to find! Thank you for your generosity in sharing your passion for 
historical research.  
I actually found my way here when searching for information on my great-great-
grandfather Netana Patuawa. Much to my delight, I then found my grandfather's name 
(Hone John Nathan) in one of your journals. Dad's mum was John's 2nd wife, Edith.  
As I've never even been to the North Island, and until recently, had no luck in finding info 
on my Dad's family, finding your website has been rather surreal. Your work has helped me 
fill in plenty of gaps, and prompted a few 'Aha!' moments. 
You mentioned in Journal 3 having lived across from John and Sarah in Maropiu. Do you 
have any photos of the area from that time, or info on the family? 
I've not collected much on this line, but I'm more than happy to pass along anything I have. 
Kind regards 
Jenni Nathan 
 
From: Jenni Nathan [mailto:jennimarama@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, June 24, 2016 2:07 PM 
To: Roger Mold 

Subject: Re: Kaihu River Valley History - The Nathan's 
  
Thank you Roger, I wouldn't know what to ask first, I know so little! My family are from 
Christchurch, and we lived on the West Coat of the South Island for a bit before moving to 
Australia when I was still a kid. Grandma Edith passed away before I was born and I'm not 
sure I ever got to meet Granddad John before we left. Dad and I have been estranged for 
many years, so this line has been quite a mystery. As I plod through it, perhaps I'll think of 
more specific questions. 
One thing I would love to know is if you have any photos of John, Edith, and Sarah? This is 
the only one I have: 
It has 'Dad - JT' written on the back, so I'm assuming it is John. 
Also, Grandma's death certificate has her usual residence listed as Maropiu, and 
Granddad's is Kaihu. Do you know when Granddad left Maropiu? 

mailto:jennimarama@gmail.com
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As well as the above death certs, I have John and Sarah's marriage cert. If these are of any 
use to you, let me know, happy to pass them along. 
Kind regards 
Jenni Nathan 
 
On 24 June 2016 at 05:39, Roger Mold <rangerrodge@gmail.com> wrote: 
Hello Jenni, so very nice to make your acquaintance. Well, well, well this is amazing to have 
a letter from my ole mate’s granddaughter. J T Nathan (John (Hone) Thomas Nathan. Some 
say he was a hard ole bugger but for me he was always a gentleman. I knew Hone from a 
very young age nearly always on a daily basis and have very fond memories of him…and yes 
I have lots of information on this family and now with your enquiry it will prompt me to 
compile this info into some sort of order. Now from memory Edith is JT’s second wife and 
Winnie, Ra and Johnny were her children by him.  
Taita is just down the road from Maropiu so yes he could have been born there. Patuawa 
owned a lot of land and was close to Te Rore who also owned a lot of land. Patuawa split up 
his land and gave portions to his whanau. JT ended up with a large lot and he also got a 
farm right next to us through the war rehabilitation gov’t scheme from the second world 
war. His cowshed was about two hundred metres from our house. 
Now, Aunt Winnie sounds very very familiar... but in name only, I can't put a face to the 
name. Again, sadly, I either didn't meet her, or was too young to remember. My dad is 
Raniera Daniel Nathan, or just 'Ra'. I know he had lots of half siblings, but few full siblings. I 
believe he was also the youngest. Is Winnie's Dad JT? Or Edith's first husband? I have a 
feeling that the reason I remember the name is because she is the closest in age to Dad, 
being only a year or two older (Dad was born in 1951), and he spoke of her often. 
Thank you for the photo. I recognise it from your site, but didn't realise JT was in there. 
Glad to know my photo really is him! I would have had quite a mystery on my hands if it 
wasn't.  
Your family have been in the area for quite some time it seems. Would your Grandma have 
taught my Dad?  
I've attached the 2 death, and 1 marriage reg I have, and JT's military file (although you may 
already have that). They are the main things I've been working from lately. I just realised 
today too that the birthdate on the Military file is very different to the one given elsewhere. 
I'm guessing this is because he would have only been 16 when he enlisted? It also gives his 
birthplace as Taita, which struck me as odd. 
 
Hey Jenni, so sad you didn’t get to meet JT and yes the photo is definitely him.  
So who is your dad? you don’t have to answer I will understand. Winnie (your Aunt I 
presume) has been a mate of mine for as long as I can remember and although I was away 
from the district for forty years we still have a yarn when we meet after all of that time. JT 
always lived at Maropiu and the family land is still there. I recently cut some tea tree stacks 
off there for my garden. With Winnies permission of course. Winnie also has control of Te 
Rore land at Kaihu. Her mothers. 
JT went to both WWI and WW2 a real warrior.  

mailto:rangerrodge@gmail.com
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The photo attached shows JT on the right and sitting is my great Uncle the white face 
William Edward Mold. It shows how my family fitted in with the locals at Kaihu. Although 
European kiwi my dad spoke fluent Maori and my grandma taught school at Kaihu. 
Your grandma was a Te Rore and I believe that is her brother (may be Uncle) sitting next to 
my Great Uncle. 
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GEORGE EMERY 
 

 He was born about 1786 • Reading, Berkshire, England 
Marriage to Elizabeth Blanks Pengelley 

20 Sep 1813 • St Giles without Cripplegate, London, England 
She was born about 1794– 

 

 

 
GEORGE AND ELIZABETH HAD THE FOLLOWING CHILDREN 

 
Birth of Son 

 
THOMAS PENGALLEY EMERY 

1814–1888 
ABT. 1814 • BARNSTON, CHESHIRE, ENGLAND 
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8 
SECOND GENERATION 

THOMAS EMERY 
1/. George 
2/. Thomas 

 
 
 
 

Thomas Pengalley Emery 
 

He was born about 1814 • Barnston, Cheshire, England 
Baptism: 31 Jul 1814 • St. Marys, Walthamstow, Essex, England 

He died 17 FEB 1888 • Te Awamutu, Waikato, New Zealand 
 

He married first wife Ann Long 
26 Jun 1837 

At St Mary, Haggerston, Durham, England 
 

She was born about 1811– 
 

He married second wife 
Mare Ana Rangiamohia 

 
His Parents were 

 
George Emery 

 
Elizabeth Blanks Pengelley 
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HIS CHILDREN WERE…. 
 

Ruiha Emery 
 

+ 13 Children 
 

Tūkawe Emery 
 
 

Thomas Emery 
 
 

Charles Emery 
 
 

Te Tapuae Emery 
 
 

Samuel Emery 
 
 

Kahutoi Emery 
 
 

Rangiauraki Emery 
 
 

Te Rohutu Emery 
 
 

Tamepohe-Thomas Emery 
 
 

Whaene Emery 
 
 

Waimarama Emery 
 

  
Te Huirau Emery 

 
 

Peter Blank Emery 
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9 
THIRD GENERATION 

WAIMARAMA EMERY 
1/. George 
2/. Thomas 

3/. Waimarama 
 
 
 
 

Waimarama Emery 
  

She was born about 1871 
She died about 1923 

 
Spouses 

 
Samuel Hoera Joyce 

 
+ 1 Spouse 

Abt. 
1885 

Age 14 
Birth of Son 

 

 
Samuel Horouta Emery 

1885–1967 
 

 Marriage 
 

Ratema (Thomas) Nathan 
1871–1953 

 
Abt. 1892 • Kaihu, Kaipara, Northland, New Zealand 

 
Her mother was 

 

http://person.ancestry.com.au/tree/15579025/person/310008935791
http://person.ancestry.com.au/tree/15579025/person/310008935791
http://person.ancestry.com.au/tree/15579025/person/310008935774
http://person.ancestry.com.au/tree/15579025/person/310008935774
http://person.ancestry.com.au/tree/15579025/person/310011444819


~ 67 ~ 
 

Mare Ana Rangiamohia 
1830–1904 

Her Grandparents were 
 

Merekihereka 
 

Te Waitiahoaho 
His Parents were 

 
Wharekino 

 
 

Uinga 
 

 
HER GRANDMOTHER’S CHILDREN (MEREKIHEREKA) WERE… 

 
 

Mare Ana Rangiamohia 
 

+ 5 Children 
 

Hanau 
 
 

Te Huirau 
 
 

Rangihuia 
 
 

Horouta 
 
 

Tuohu 
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10 
RULES AND REGULATIONS WITH USING 
GOVERNMENT MONEY FOR DEVELOPING 

FARMLAND FOR RATIMA… 
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July 1930 
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July 1930 
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July 1930 
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Aug 1930 
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Aug 1930 
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Aug 1930 
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Aug 1930 
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Aug 1930 
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Sept 1930 
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Sept 1930 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



~ 81 ~ 
 

Sept 1930 
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Oct 1930 
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Oct 1930 
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Nov 1930 
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Dec 1930 
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Dec 1930 
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Jan 1931 
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March 1931 
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April 1931 

 

 

 

 



~ 91 ~ 
 

April 1931 

 

 

 

 



~ 92 ~ 
 

April 1931 
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May 1931 
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July 1931 
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Jan 1932 
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June 1932 
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March 1937 
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April 1937 
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April 1937 
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April 1937 
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April 1938 
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July 1940 
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Oct 1940 
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Oct 1940 
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Oct 1940 
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Nov 1940 
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Nov 1940 
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Jan 1941 
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Jan 1941 
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Jan 1941 
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Jan 1941 
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Jan 1941 
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1941 
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March 1941 
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June 1941 
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July 1941 
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Dec 1941 
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1940-41 

 

 



~ 124 ~ 
 

Nov 1941 
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Dec 1941 
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Dec 1941 
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Dec 1941 
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11 
J T NATHAN AND RAHUI PURCHASE 

LAND AFTER WWI  
 
 
 

1913 
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1919 
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1919 
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1919 
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1919 

` 
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1919 
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1920 
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1920 
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1921 
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May 1922 
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June 1922 
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June 1922 
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Sept 1922 
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WILL OF J T NATHAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~ 167 ~ 
 

 
 
 

 
 



~ 168 ~ 
 
 

 
 
 



~ 169 ~ 
 

 
 
 



~ 170 ~ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


