KAURI] GUMFTFLDS

HISTORY REFERENCE JOURNAL TWENTY-THREE

KAURI GUM LICENCES FOR KAIPARA AND DISTRICTS

YUGOSLAV/DALMATIAN AND OTHER, KAURI GUM DIGGERS

THEY CAME TO SEARCH FOR GOLD. KAURI GOLD
WITH LITTLE AS THE SHIRT ON THEIR BACK...

“Nova Zelanda” They said the name over, liking the promise that it held. Father llya had
even got them a piece of the kauri gum from the museum in Vienna. It looked rich and
wonderful stuff. They all wanted to hold it, to feel its polished smoothness, to look into its
mottled depths for a sign of the future. “A new kind of gold” Stipan’s grandfather, old Dida
Petar, the village Stareshina (patriarch) pronounced, and Father llya said: “It means gold
and that’s what you’ll never get if you stay here. | tell you young men, go. Look for a better
life in a new country far from the troubles here.”

And so, they came, the men of many faces... Armenians, Austrians, Hungarians, Serbians,
Servian’s, Slavs, Croatians, Dallies, Tarara, Bosnians, Muslims, or collectively known as
Yugoslavians. etc, etc. Some of these dreamers from far off lands would eventually settle on
farms between the Kaipara and Hokianga harbours and make New Zealand their home.




Journals become more necessary as men become more
equal and individualism more to bLe feared. It would be to
underrate their importance to suppose that they serve only to
secure liberty : they maintain civilization,

De TocauEviLLe,
Of Democracy in America, vol. iv,, p. 200.
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THE KAURI GUM INDUSTRY IN NEW ZEALAND: DIGGERS SORTING GUM IN THE NORTH AUCKLAND PROVINCE
FOR FORWARDING TO THE MARKET. A. Northwood, Photo.

| GROUP OF AUSTRIAN GUMDIGGERS NEAR OREWA.




The Northland Maori were the first to start extractingﬂkauri Gum to sell on a commercial
scale. In the early days of the industry these two diggers took over a week to collect
this pile of aum and received one pound in payment for it. -




FOLLOWING PHOTOS OF KAURI GOLD
(Kauri tree resin (gum) from the bleeding Kauri trees over thousands of years)
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THE MUSLIMS

There were many who crossed the seven seas to Aotea (New Zealand) for the chance to
harvest the fabled gold (Kauri gum) of the mighty Northland Kauri tree. Amongst those was
a small group of men who followed the faith of Mohammed the Muslim. Particular interest
for me is that some of these people camped and then searched for the illusive Kauri gum at
Maropiu in the Kaihu Valley the district of my birth and teenage years.

| remember distinctly from my elder’s discussions while growing up that this was ‘Gum
Country’ and that many faceless men of many cultures did come and go as the harvest of
gum depleted, moving into other valleys for the never-ending search for the bonanza of the
Kauri gold.

During my youth while out hunting for pheasants with my dog in secondary scrublands |
would quite often stumble into crater like holes that these people left behind after the
digging of gum and were now over grown with scrub and wondered who these people were
who lived out in this wilderness and what kind of lives did they lead.

Recently | received an email from Abdullah Drury a student of Muslim studies at Waikato
University after he had seen some information of these people in my journals of discovery
for the Kaihu Valley and districts and so with his help | have decided to document these
people and add to my webpage for those who may be interested now and in the future...

From: Abdullah Drury...

I saw your email online and read the Kaihu River Valley History material. | have an obscure
Local History Query | am following up.

| was perusing the (Wellington) Nat. Archives and found reference to a 1907 court case at
the Dargaville court where two men had been requested to remove their fezzes. They had
complained to the Austrian Consul who in turn, had written to the NZ Justice Minister who
passed a formal memo in September that year allowing “Herzegovinians of Mohammedan
religion be allowed to appear in Court in dress prescribed by their religion."” Well, that
caught my attention. Further investigation revealed 13 Slavic-Muslim men from
Hercegovina - bordering Dalmatia - who had worked in Kaihu and Aratapu between 1904
and 1909 (they subsequently left for Aus.). | contacted the Dargaville Museum and they
confirmed some of the names on a card index of Kauri Gum Diggers licenses for that era.
Unfortunately, | have been unable to ascertain what the 1907 court case was about, except
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that the men were called in as witnesses and that the judge had insisted they remove their
fezzes.

When they entered NZ in November 1904 the ship passenger list identified them all as
"Armenians". | am guessing, with the fez business, that they dressed vaguely "oriental"....
did someone not notice or observe or remark at all? There cannot have been too many men
wearing fez in Kaihu in 1900’s, let alone a group...

From: Abdullah Drury...

I saw your email online and read the Kaihu River Valley History material. | have an obscure
Local History Query | am following up.

I was perusing the (Wellington) Nat. Archives and found reference to a 1907 court case at
the Dargaville court where two men had been requested to remove their fezzes. They had
complained to the Austrian Consul who in turn, had written to the NZ Justice Minister who
passed a formal memo in September that year allowing “Herzegovinians of Mohammedan
religion be allowed to appear in Court in dress prescribed by their religion." Well, that
caught my attention. Further investigation revealed 13 Slavic-Muslim men from
Hercegovina - bordering Dalmatia - who had worked in Kaihu and Aratapu between 1904
and 1909 (they subsequently left for Aus.). | contacted the Dargaville Museum and they
confirmed some of the names on a card index of Kauri Gum Diggers licenses for that era.
Unfortunately, | have been unable to ascertain what the 1907 court case was about, except
that the men were called in as witnesses and that the judge had insisted they remove their
fezzes.

When they entered NZ in November 1904 the ship passenger list identified them all as
"Armenians". | am guessing, with the fez business, that they dressed vaguely "oriental"....
did someone not notice or observe or remark at all? There cannot have been too many men
wearing fez in Kaihu in 1900’s, let alone a group...
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DEED made the twenty-fourth day of July One
and nine hundred ag forty 'between His na:esty the King

with his heirs, successors and assigns is hereinsfter
_‘d the "Lessor") of

the one part, and IVA SO
Digger of AHIPARA in the Land District of W
'with his executors, a&miniétraters and permitted assigns,
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GUMFIELD NEWS

HARDING’S GUM FIELD LEASE

A LETTER FROM ANTONIO FALCONETTI

I am Austrian and come from Istria. | was a sailor and came here because my brother
thought I could do better than at sea. Our agreement with Mr Harding is to this effect: We
pay him half royalty that is 5s per quarter per man instead of 10 shillings. which the gum
diggers pay who work on any other part of the lease. In return for this concession he will
have his swamp drained. Mr Harding does the carting at 1s 3 pence per hundredweight. We
care free to deal with any storekeeper or butcher but as a rule we get our meat from Mr
Harding. Under the agreement, we have the right to dig gum in this swamp for ten years.
The swamp is divided into five sections, allowing for each section to be worked over in every
two years thus allowing ten years overall. We are working the swamp on a co-operative
principle.

There are twelve married men and eight singles in our party.

FROM WILLIAM FITZPATRICK

DIGGERS DISHEARTENED WITH GOVERNMENT

I am a gum digger. The digger’s desire is free trade that is to buy and sell in the best
markets.

Harding’s block is now exclusive to three merchants who pay a royalty to Mr Harding for the
right to purchase gum from the diggers on his block. If you sell on this field you now have to
deal with Messrs Brown, Campbell and Mr Marriner. | do not agree with this system.

| think the reason why the diggers have not paid their license fees is that they are
dissatisfied. They have no voice in local affairs and have only the vote under manhood

suffrage.

Gum is becoming scarcer and men are working longer hours. | know of a few men who are
engaged hooking gum in the swamps, who are averaging 3 to 4 pounds but are
exceptionally good men and working sixteen hours a day and these are not to be considered
average any more than the aged and infirm, who are only getting 20 pound of gum a week,
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I am quite positive there are now five Austrians to everyone who were in the fields in 1893,
and the British digger has decreased proportionately.

The diggers are thoroughly disheartened after waiting five or six years, finding no remedy
whatever has been applied by the Government to do away with the substantial complaints
constantly brought under notice. Many of our most active men in the union gave up
agitating any further and | feel convinced if such a state of things had existed in the
southern districts a remedy would have been devised long ago.

Note: these two blocks are separate from one another. One is leased by Harding the other
is owned giving Messrs Brown, Campbell and Mr Marriner sole digging rights by way of a
royalty paid to Mr Harding.

ABOUT LICENSES

BY HORACE HAMMOND

| am Clerk and Engineer of the Hobson County Council. There is great difficulty in collecting
license fees. In 1894 we sold 142 licenses at 5s each. In 1895 we only sold 34, and in 1896
we only sold 30. Total: 206 licenses in three years.

These bear no proportion to the number working on the fields.
We appointed a Ranger and gave him 1shilling 6 pence commission for every license sold.

Our first Ranger was Mr J B Pullman, and then we had John Perry. There are one or two
camps of Austrians and they declined to take out licenses and refused to give their names.
The local policeman was away at the time and we could do nothing.
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| do not know how many diggers there are in the district. My idea is the time has gone by to
worry much about collecting the license fees on the gum fields. It would have been
different ten years ago or fifteen years ago.

The gum fields should have been put on the same footing as the gold fields.

There are fewer diggers in the area now as the main reason is they are working at other
industries such as timber. If the timber failed, they would have to go back to digging.

In our district we have a number of settlers who have taken up land and if it had not been
for the gum they could not have existed.

Our county has always advocated the selling of the gum lands.

BY JOHN PERRY

LICENSE COLLECTOR

I am a fruit grower and authorised collector of gum licenses and dog licenses in the Hobson
County. | commenced the collection of gum licenses about two years ago. When |
commenced to collect the licenses there was a rush to the Northern fields. | have
experienced great difficulty in collecting the licenses and had to take promises to pay at
some future time again and again. Some of the diggers evade paying the licenses by simply
shifting from Crown land to private land when they see me coming along. Another way they
have of avoiding me when working in swampy grounds, is simply to go across to the other
side through 3 feet and 4 feet of water, so | cannot follow except by going miles around, and
even then they would be back across again. | think an amendment should be in the law
whereby a store keeper should demand the production of a digger’s license before buying
his gum.

PETER LANGTON

“BRITISH GUM DIGGERS ARE THE WORST”

I am a settler and storekeeper in the Vale of Avoca and a Ranger for the Kauri Timber
Company for one hundred miles. | have the only honest men in New Zealand are the
foreigners, not one of whom has gone away owing me a penny. Look at my books and you
will see that all the others have a balance on the wrong side. The British gum digger is
always scheming how he can get the better of me.
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GUM DIGGERS' CONFERENCE

NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 19 MAY 1906, PAGE 4

At the request of the Secretary of
the Gumdiggers’ Union we publish
the following :—

The meetings of representatives from
the Waihopo, Parengarenga, Waipu,
Kagala and other district branches
of the Gumdiggers’ Union have been
concluded. The following resolutions
were passed :—

That representation be made to the
Premier of the Colony calling his
attention to the disabilities under
which the gumdiggers labour in the
matter of not being able to be repre-
sented on the County Council, and
asking the amendment of the Local
Government Act so as to allow the
gumdiggers to have a vote in the
matter.

That where it can be shown that
lands which have either been pur-
chased or leased from the Govern-
ment, or-even private property are not
being used for legitimate pastoral or
farming purposes, but solely for the
parpose of working the gum therein,
the State shall have power to resume
_such land at the original value plus
improvemeuts.

. N, PR R

—— T ——
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‘That theloeal authority have power
to have swamps and lakes in the
reserves drained, and fo charge a
special license in addition to the pre-
sent one to any qualified digger who
wishes to dig therein, until the amount
expended in drainage plus interest is
d out of such special licenses.

ereafter such special license fees
shall be paid to the Goveinment, and '
be utilised for the repurchase of gum
land and settlement of gumdiggers on
the land after the gum has been dug
out of if. ‘

That all gum land reserved under
the Kauri Gum Industry Act be re-
surveyed and boundaries fixed with
iron standards, and that all people
_settled opn the reserve be not disturbed
by such re-survey.

" That the book of rules be left with
the executive.

That at the presetg time the gtum-
digging community has no opportun-
i1:_$vg gtlggsettlé- on the land, as there
are no crown lands adjacent fo the
reserve., Therefore we propose that the
Government resume all those large
. estates on the Northern Wairoa, such
as Mitchelson’s, Mangawhare, Hard-
ing’s, Fitzgerald’s run and Yate’s,
Parengarenga, North Cape, or any
_other large estate; and if resumed by
thé Government the State to bring in
some scheme of land settlement in
combination with gumdigging.

That before any reserve is taken off

lands the Commissioner or his
authorised deputy shall imspect such
land, and evidence must be taken
on the spot, all mnotice of
application to be served on the
‘Gﬁxmdiggers’ Union.

That a gumdiggers’ union broker-
ago be started in Auckland to be con-
trolled by the Gumdiggersy Union
and all workers in connection there-
with to be members of the union
exclusively.

g |

exclusively.

That only bona fide gumdiggers
shall be members of the Umnion, or
those whom the executive consider fit
and proper persgons to be members.

- -That the headguarters of the Union

be shifted to -Waipu, that Mr Crowe
be recommended as President, Mr

- Stafford as Gieneral Secretary, and Mr

-‘I'W;Vay, Organising Secretary for Auclk-

nd.

- That 75 per cenit. of all funds
acoruing to a branch be retained for
the purpose of meeting the branch

- expenditure, and that the remaining

25 per cemnt. from each branch be
forwarded to the executive and banked
to a general Union account. That if
at the conclusion of the year’s oper-
ations it is found that a branch has
more funds than i! r-quires for its own
use out of the 75 per cemt. it shall
devote the remainder or surplus to the
general Union account for organising
or. other purposes. _

That the entrance fee be 28 6d and
the annual subscription be 12s payable
quarterly in advance.

That all genuine out of pocket ex-
penditure for - travelling etec. be
allowed the General Secretary, and
that if he be called upon in the
interests of the Umnion to devote his
own time to their affairs he be re-
munerated for such services at-the
rate of five shillings per day in
:addition to travelling expenses.

That the Government be urged tc
take over the entire control of the
gum industry in so far as the handling,
sorting, and selling of such gum is
concerned. That a central depot be
established in Auckland for the re-
ceiving of such gum,  that all
private persons be prohibited from
exporting gum, that all gum dug
on private land shall pass through the
Glovernment depot, and that a royalty

be chargeable on. such gum.

. I: That the New: Zealand Worker be
.the .official organ for the Auckland

Gamdiggers’ Union.

" "That the above resolution dealing
with the admininistration of gum
lands be sent on to the Premier and
the members of the Legislature.

That for the purpose of collecting
the- subecriptions of the Union a col-
lector be appointed in each camp by
the Union  exercising authority over
such camp.

That the Government be urged to
Bo amend the Act as to allow the
TUnion to take up a lease of gum land
in a syndicate form and work it with
a view to testing the advantages of
thorough co-operation.

(a) Only TUnionists to become
shareholders.
(b) .All gum to be sold under the
. - auspices of the Union. .
- {e) Wheir own servants employed.
(d) A reasomably small store in-
stituted for their use.
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NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 22 OCTOBER 1906

At Mr J. Trounson’s bush at Si-
beria, near Kaihu, Messrs .Lineham
and Watson have a body of men en-
gaged in tapping 2000 kauri trees,
600 of which. have .already - .yielded
seven-tons of pure white gum, valued
‘at £65 per ton. The average Yyield
‘per tree ‘is about 84lbs., though in
-one record instance a tree - yielded
203lbs. S

EVENING PosT, VoLUME XC, ISSUE 82, 5 OCTOBER 1915, PAGE 6

——— — —— — =

A plea for the segregation of all alien
snemies was made by r. Thacker in the
House of Represemtatives last might, dor-
ing the debate on the Kauri-gum Industry
Amendment Bill. The doctor said that
it was all wvery well for the Prime
Minister to make arrangerments for -the
re-issuing of licenses to the gumdiggers,
but what had struclk hin: was that no
mention had been made during the dis-
‘cussion of the fact that a wvery large
‘mumber of these men were  Austrians.
| He contended that thew should e
| placed on “one of the islands in the
i same manner as other alien enemies.
' Incidentally, he mentioned that he be-
lieved ‘there were two soldiers in the
. Tauherenikau camp who could mot speak
!a. word of linglish, and who had learned
i their drill by coyping the other men.
i The Prime Alinister, when replying,
.said that the attitude generally taken
| up was that a large nmnumber of the gum-
Idiggers in the mnorth were Austrians.
' The fact was, however, that they were
| Crotians and Dalmatians, and their sym-
“pathies were not with Germanvy, but
Fwith Russia. A Jarge number of them
had volunteered for service. and he had
received a telegram to the effect that 200
of them were awvailable for the fromk.
That fact proved their Joyalty. Also.
in the way of contribntions, they had
been some of the most generous of the
residemnbts of WNew Zealand. On one
occasion thewv had contributed £1000. At
a carnival in Dargaville not long ago
their , gqueen occupied third place on the
list. * During the recess considerabyle
sums of money had arrived from these
gumdiggers, and it was only rTight that
Ihhe shounld place this fact on record to
remove the misapprehension that existed.
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NEWS FROM PAPERS PAST...

EVENING POST, VOLUME XLlI], ISSUE 90, 13 OCTOBER 1891, PAGE 2

ERLLIMONSES PEr Annnin.

It is stated that there are over 200 Aus.
trians ‘at work on the gum fields north of
Auckland. The Herald says they are quiet,
sober, industrious men, and, unlike the
average colonial gumdipger, bank or save
their money instead of drinking it. One
man 1n six weeks banked .£30 as the result
of his labours in gumdigging. They are
sending home remittances to Austria, and
brmgl-mg out more of their friends, eonaider-
Ing that it will be better for $hem to come

out to the colony than to remain in the Old
World.

mi. .. —™ LI ] [ - am —_ -

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXXIV, ISSUE 10592, 5 NOVEMBER 1897, PAGE 3
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PRESS, VOLUME LV, IssUE 10099, 27 JuLy 1898, PAGE 4

Tre kauri gam bearing lands of this
colony, at present known, have an ares
of 814,000 acres. The indusiry has
been prusauuted for more than forty
years, and the total value of the ex-

ported article has been £8,163,000, or
mther Over an average cf £10 per acre
for the whole field. It is quite possi-
ble that further gum-bearing areas
may be discovered, and thnt deeper
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may be discovered, and that deeper
Iayers may be found in places already
worked.. It appears that several suc-
cessive forests have left deposits of
gum. The first diggers search for the
layer that lies within a few inches
of the surface. Subsequently a second,
third, and even a fourth layer has been
found, the latter at a depth of several
feet. Hence, though the exhaustion
of the gumfields has been foretold for
many years, the present generation
will probably not see the end. It is
now felt, however, that the gum
districts should not be allowed fo be
wholly destroyed in the process of gum
digging. Some permanent improve-
ment shonld be made out of the rich
finds of gum to compensate for the
necessary desfruction.

A commission, consisting of Mr. E.
Trecear and Mr. J. G. MueLLER, Wa3
appointed at the close of last year to
inquire into the condition and griev-
ances of gumdiggers, and into the best
means of conserving the interests of
the colony in the faotureof the gum
distriots. The report of -this Commis-
sion is before us, and, on the whole,
it is & wise one, though, unforfunately,
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| thai is no guarantee that the Govern-
ment will aci opon it. The grievance
tof which the colony has heard mosé
Eis the Ausirian invasion. There are
equal to 3500 British and Maori gam
[ﬁ'iggarﬂ constantly at work, and 1500
‘<« Austrians,”” who are really Dalma-
! tians, Istrians, Bulgartans, &c., -
ing Slavonic dialects. The DBritish-

i -t

Alaori contingent earn, on AN
{ average, £3 63 & week, and
i the Austrians £1 11s 6d. The
difference is owingz solely to co-opsrta-
li‘.iun, long hours, and sobriety. Of

course a cry has been raised for a
poll tax on these undesirable immi-

grants. e are gliad to see,
however, that even such a socialist
i as Mr. TREGEAR characterises

this as nnworthy of notice, and pro-
ceads to suggesti how such industrious
people can be made of permanent
valae to the colony. They send their
savings to Ausiria to invest them at
less than 2 per cent. Iset the regula-
tions of the Post Office Savings Bank
be translated 1into their lapguage.
They make no paermanent home 1n the
colony. It them receive twenty
acres each, on favourable terms, where
they may use their knowledge of vine
. and olive growing, or where such as
come from Adriatic Islands may turn
their skill in fishing to good account.
The most difficult gquestion Inr con-
nection with the gum fields i1s how to
provide a local revenue. Only about
half the field is Crown land, and the
license fee of &6s is so small that the
County Councils have mot found it
worth collecting~- The good land is in
* small valleys widely separated. There
is 2 block of 5000 acres fit for settle-
ment, then ten miles of guam country,
then 6000 acres of settlemeni and
| fifteen miles more of gum fields. The
' settlers are poor, and expect to eke

L IR | = T - ———— . e I g —
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| fifteen miles more of gum helds. ‘L'he

SR T T W
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settlers are poor, and expect to eke
out a livelihood by guam digging for =
part o©of the year. Hence 1t 1s
impossible to raise rates on the
setiled lands to maintain roads
through the gum districts. The roads
are, therefore, of the worst possible
description. When they get very
badly cut up the only present resource
is to strengthen the team and cut
them still deeper. The result is that
the cartage of the gum to port
reaches £3 and £3 10s per ton, where
103 or 158 would suffice on good roads-
This state of things is believed to
involve 1s 6d a head per week addi-
tional cost of living on the fields,
besides the heavy tax on the gum for
cartage. The Commissioners, there-
fore propose an average export duty of
£3 per ton on the gum. They pro-
pose that it should be graded, and
that the best guality, which reaches as
high as £200 per ton, should pay £5,
tho average quality £3, and the inferior,
which is worth say £40, only £2.
This scheme wounld raise a revenue of
over £21,000 a year, which might be
used in various ways for the permanent
benefit of the fields. mxport duaties
are, of course, admirable only in ex-
ceptional cases. DBut this appears to
be an exceptional case. Kauri gum is
practically a unique product. The
varnish trade must have 1i1t, and there
is no fear of its being displaced by
competition. This is evidenced by the
fact that the price was mever higher
than now, that inferior sorts have of
late been marketable for the first time,
and that even the scrapings and
samples formerly burnt are now sought
after. It is unlikely, therefore, that
the whole of the duty would fall upon
the digger. If it did he would still
save most of it in cheapened living

gy | rodrrooary narta oo whan TIRLSSL
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the whole of the duty would fall upon
the digger. If it did he would still

save most of it in cheapened living

and reduced cartage when  pass-
able roads were made. In any
case the colony has 59 right

to protect ikself. The gumifields
are wretched pipeclay country with a
stunted growth of tea tree and fern.
It has been proved, however, that the
grass named Poa brownit will do well
upon it. Mr. T. C. Wirraams has also
proved that it will grow a useful gorse
crop. The gorse 1is sown 1n drills
three feet apart, so that sheep may
walk between. When the crop reaches
a certain growbth the shreep are turmed
on, and when they have eaten down
thé growth they are moved to the next
paddock. After. they have bhad three
or four changes they begin over again.
In this way Mr. Wirriams has made
land that formerly would not carry a
sheep to the acre carry and fatten
five or gix sheep to the acre!

Jt is clear that the counéry is mnot
wholly useless, and that the colony
cannot allow it to beentirely destroyed
by the gum diggers without any com-
pensation whatever. With a revenue
of £21,000 a-year the Commissioners
think that in addition to roading a
great deal of useful tree planting
might be done, and also that the free
and -careless methods of the diggers
might be Trestrained. When the Aus-
trians find gum they work the ground
several feet deep ¢ in the face,”” and
leave no pickings. The nomadic
Britisher objects to this, which, as the
Commaissioners say, 1s the only proper
way to work. He, working singly,
and not in strong parties like the Aus-
trians, préfers to dig a hnle here a.nd
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and -careless methods of the diggers
might be restrained. WWhen the Aus-
trians find guam they work the ground
several feet deep “* in the face,”” and
leave mno pickings. The nomadic
Britisher objects to this, which, as the
Commissioners say, 1s the only proper
way to work. He, working singly,
and not in strong parties like the Aus-
trians, preéfers to dig a hole here and
there, scratching the whole country.
Then the digger has a habit, when he
wants to clear a few square yards, of
¢« putting a match to it,”” and thuas
often burning thousands of acres. The
few inches of soil on top of
the pipe-clay are of a fibrous and
vegetable mnature, and are entirely
destroyed by these reckless burnings.
BMiles of country have been reduced to
white stretches of pipeclay by these
fires, which also often injure the
settlers and burmn the Governmment
telegraph poles. The Commissioners
very rightly think that the colony can-
not afford to allow large districts to be
utterly destroyed by the caprice of
these men. They think that all
diggers should work under a license
at & nominal fee, but with some rea-
sonable conditions attached. = They
would have the diggers, both English
and Austriam, induced to setéle by
offers of land. They also advise the
Government to conduct experiments in
planting grass, trees and gorse, SO as
to provide against the country being
an .absolnte desert when gumdigging
becomes a thing of the past.

- There is much in the report thatb
commends it to our judgment. We
take exception, however, to the pro-
posal to give & monopoly to the present
diggers, not by placing a poll tax on
future Austrian arrivals, but by re-
fusing a license to anyomne who :has
not been a year in. the colony. This
is an -indirect method of excluding
these people, who are admitted to be
the most industrious and least destruac-
tive cf the gum diggers. The proposal
is a sop to Cerberus.  The Austrians
bave mo vote. = ;

1893
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THE AUSTRIAN GUM DIGGER’S

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXX, ISSUE 9217, 3 JUNE 1893, PAGE 3

vUBLI0 meoting was held ab Pakebul,,
Riverheei, on'the 3lsb Jiay, ab seven

p.m., to comsider the question of
immigration of Austrian gumdiggers.
being no building in the looality

mish veiled the splendour of the firma-
jab ; no cloud hid the lighs of a single
sr. Night in all itnmhmnibythzunlllh

jesty spread ite mantle over sosne,

m wero the minds of the audience
y brought into a deeply reflective
ondition.

Mr. C. Hardy was called upnn to address
the meeting, which he did in a manner
that thoroughly ﬂntadThizm mmw
overy presont. gum ’
h-m threatenad with an over-
whelming disaster. The thousands of
Awtrians who, thoy wers told, on no
mean authority, were aboat to come to this
oountry would 80 awamp bhe marked with
o uiiggers wageh wer reduced. £0 8
a (] were reda a
mere pititanoce. 'm wore now 15,000
men on the fields, npon whom wore de-
pendens at loast 3000 wives and
chiliren. In the ovent of thad great
European war which might ab any
woment overtake us, the 2
of tho gum trade would be a ocertain
rosuls, and were the misories which this
would enteil upon all en in this
industry to be increased hoeds of
foreignors who would then be wandeciug
about unable %0 earn m livelihood ? The
prospective condition of the gumdiggers in
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rreigners who wonki then De Wanleritgy
about unable %0 earn a livelihood ? The
poctive condition of the gumdiggers in

the cevent of war was gloomy encugh,
m I:Illil ati:'ermnloud which ib ;nul 1&1&
y dat men b ' -

t0 as far ll;u pw[ﬁlﬁwﬂa rich had no

ecling for the sufforings of the poor. To
Joow of peopesty. bub.the dny. naight aob be
088 O , bub the m n
far dhﬁﬂhﬁu the ngrn%mnh and
Pla of Now Zealand could not look with
ndifferance npon the distress of 27,000 of-
their fellow-colonists, Tho price of overy
article of commerce was governed by the
inexorable law of supply and demand.
About five 4000 or 5000 of the
unemployed in the South Jsland flocked on
to the Auckland gumilelds, and the result
was a fall in the prico of gum of from /s
to 28s per cwt. them look back on tho
offect of the Franco-German war. Ab thab
time every factory throughont Franco and
Gormany was closed, and the prico of gum
consecjuontly fell to 20s in Auckland. Groat
numbers of the unemployed in Australia has
lately come to the gumiflelds. Thoy were
still constantly coming and they did not wish
them any harm, but if the gnmiielda were
80 be flooded with immigrants from every
country in the world, if a population was
forcod npon them which they were nnable
to sustain, a terrible disaster must bo the
assured result.

A petition to the Premier, drafted by Mr,
Hardy, was read to tho meooting, and
unanimonsly approved of.

- A vote of thanks was given to Mr. Hardy
for his lucid address, and alo a vote of
thanks to the chairman of the meeting, anid
the mesting “Iml“:id'cl:luih nob b:lt‘am a:-;{
man present gn © petition.
Correapondent.)
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THE AUSTRIAN TROUBLE

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME XXXIII, ISSUE 9641, 13 JANUARY 1899, PAGE 3

(Per United Press Association.]

AUcKLAND, January 13,

About 100 Austrians are on the Mokoin,
due here on Sunday. The Austrian Con-
sul iy not prepared to enter into o bond
for their landing.

The Government has issued insbruce
tions to the Urion Qo. that thoy must
exccnte a bond for £10 o head before the
Austrinns per dMokdin are allowed to land,

THE AUSTRIAN INFLUX

TARANAKI HERALD, VOLUME XLVIII, IsSUE 11423, 13 JANUARY 1899, PAGE 2

[PER PREBSS ASSOCIATION.}

WewLingroN, January 12 — Th
rovernment has issued instructions tha
the Upion Company must execute th
bond of £10 perheud before the Austrian
per Mokoia are allowed to land,
AUCKLAND, Japuary 12.— ‘The loca
agent of the Union Company declines t
'give any information us to what actio
tho Company wilt tuke on the arrival o
| the Austriaus by‘the Mokoia on Sunda)
‘and the action of the Government 1

| looked forward to with interest.
|
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THE MOKOIA'S AUSTRIAN PASSENGERS

EVENING POST, VOLUME LVII, ISSUE 12, 16 JANUARY 1899, PAGE 6

NO TROUBLE ABOUT THEIR
LANDING.,

[BY IELEGRAPH-—PRESS ASSOCTATION.]

AUCKLAND, THIS DaY.

Eighty-eight Austrians arrived by the

Mokoia from Sydney last night, They
were landed quietly, and their names taken
by a Customs officer.
‘ Sixty will go at once to draining work
i the Waikato to qualify by the three
months’ residence which are required to
obtain licenses to dig gum. The others are
expected to be similarly provided for.

A great crowd witnessed the arrival of the
steamer, but the Austrians delayed their
landing until widnight, when everything
was quiet, and then proceeded to various
boarding-houses. -

These are believed to be tue last of the
Austrians who left Dalmatia before the
authorities notified the passing of the re.
strictive legislation.
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THE MOKOIA PASSENGERS: THEIR OWN ACCOUNT OF THEMSELVES
EVENING POST, VOLUME LVI], ISSUE 11, 14 JANUARY 1899, PAGE 5

The Sydney Daily Telegraph - had a
number of the men—presumably those who
will arrive in Auckland by the Mokoia to-
morrow-—looked up by one of its represen-
tatives last week. About a dozen of them
were assembled, and apart from their
want of knowledge of English (says the re-
porter) there was very little to distinguish
them from the ordinary style of foreign
sea-going man. Several of them were fine-
lookyng, upstanding fellows, with frank,
open countenance, and of intelligent ap-
pearance. The worst of them might have
been taken for fairly comfortable labour-
ers. Two or three of the immigrants—
they were all Austrians — wore gaudy
shirts, crewelled round the collars, and at
least one, who sported a neat cap, was
distinctly, as the Americans put it, struck
on his shape. They conversed readily with
our representative in two or three dialects
of the Slavonic tongue. They talked
volubly, and though none of them spoke
the national langauge, such as it is under-
stood at Vienna, several amongst the num-
ber did not appear at all ignorant for their
clags. One, iideed, who was familiar with |
Italian gave a most intelligible statement |
of their position, and he was supported in
all his main facts by several of those who |
conversed in the Slavonic dialects. |

The man who knew Italian was a painter |
by trade, and he said the men knew no- |
thing of the new’ restriction until they got |
to Melbourne, where they met two of their
countrymen who had been refused admis- |
sion. So far as they knew, when they left
Trieste, New Zealand was perfectly open
to them, and some of them had embarked
the savings of years in the enterprise.
What had attracted them to the far off,
isolated British colony was news they had |
received from friends who had beep at the |
Antipodes for years. They estimated that
at least 2000 people had emigrated from
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Antipodes for years. They estimated that
at least 2000 people had emigrated from
the district whence they hailed—Dalmatia
—to New Zealand. Some of these had
done very well financially, and the news
they sent back to the homeland had en-
couraged others to look far afield and
gather together the spare florins to pay the
fare by steamer to the land where milk
and honey flowed.

“What were they in Dalmatinr?’—He
was .o painter, and others agricultural
labourers, another an artisan, others
labourers in the city, and so on. He earn-
ed four francs a day, and the agricultural
labourers three france and a meal in good
seasons. They had not come to New Zea-
land because they were starving at home.
They all had their homes; some had a
little land, and they had enough to eat and
wine to drink. Some even had wives and
families. It was the prospect of earning
more money that had attracted them.

If the difficulty with the New Zealand

Government could not be patched up, they
would stay in Sydney and seé what they
could do in New South Wales. None of
them had enough money to pay their pas-
sages home again. There were eight of
their companions on the steamer who were
not allowed to land in Sydney. One was
an Austrian who had been in New Zealand

four times before. He had his son with |

him, and the son could .land, but the
father could not. They looked upon their
lot as very hard. A suggestion that they
had come out to work on the gumfields
under contract to some New Zealander was
stoutly dénied, and the painter, for his
part, said if he could have got work at nis
trade 1in Aunckland, he would have tak-:n
1t, and would not have gone to the gum
fields. Now they would have to %kecp
themselves from starving in Sydney as best
they could.
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1908
AWORD FOR THE AUSTRIAN

THAMES STAR, VOLUME XLV, IssuE 10166, 4 JANUARY 1908, PAGE 2

The  Austrian gum-diggers of this is
lend have formed ‘4 :beuefit society.
This will serve as a test to consider
the qualities of . the immigrant who
comas to these shores. from:' the great
and - loosely-kuit . Austro-Hungarian
Empire or Federation. Be he Anstrian
or Croat, he sghould be . welcomed, for
he has, the toughness of - fibe, and
kuowledge . of tillage, and. petseverr
ance that are necessary. if settlement
of the backblocks of . a. new .country
is to be successful: The Austrian is
an agriculturist. by. heredity ;- and his
ingtinets tend to make him frugal and
temperate. The Austrian is atmu.wly*
tinctured with “tlie domestic virtues.
In wsiriking contrast with allcffedly_
1HOre lughly civilised countries, "Aus-
tria iy wonderfully free from drunk-
enness. Ay countrymen of Louis Kos-
guth, they cannot he sz2id to lack
patriotic. fervour. or political aspira-
tion: It i estimated thd‘b at the pre-
sent time theré are some 2500 -Aus-
trians engaged on the Auckland gum-
fiolds. The early batdies came. outy
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trians engaged on the Auckland gum-
fields. The early bhatdies came. outy
not to seitle,’ but to make money.
They. saw the land,. were impressed
with. its possibilities, and their good
word has .encouraged -many. others to
emnigrate, aud these latter, are  in
many <ases taking up selections and
planting fruit trees’ and vines. = _for
which ~these lands are. So° suitable.
The prejudice against -the Avstiian
will disappear in .time. His ability
and hard work svill make him a.valu-
able asset to the manhood of .this
vigorous young country. The German
was not welcomed whenthe. first came
o' Australia, but now -the value of
thie pioneer -labours of the early Ger-
mare immigrants is shown in thou-
gands of - prosperous . and - .smiline
farms. We are c¢onfident that “the
Austrian will put up a similar record
here. -And .it- must: nob be. foreotten
that the child of the German fnmi-
grant paskes througli the national
“chool and grows up . into .2 gopd
English-speaking colopial.” .
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LARGE PASSENGER LIST

WEST COAST TIMES, IsSUE 14383, 14 APRIL 1908, PAGE 3

AGCKLAND, April 13

The s8.s. Mokoia, which left for
Sydney this evening, took 44,000 feet
of timber.

The Mokoia takes to Australia a
very large number of passengers,
berths in the vessels steerage class
being absolutely unprocurable by noon
while only a few saloon berths re-
mained open for selection. The
stesrage passengers alone number 181,

Thirtv-seven Austrians from differ-

ent parts of the district, but chiefly
from the northern Wairoa are passen»
gers by the Mokoia for Sydney to-day.
Most of the men are gumdiggers, who

have been in the Dominion for from
five to seven years. Some of the
travellers are proceeding to Austria
with the intention of remaining there,
while others are only paying a visit to
their homesteads and will asterwards
return to New Zealand,
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THE GUMFIELDS COMMISSION
[BY TELEGRAFH.~-OWN OORRESPONDENT.]

Dagcavirre, Friday,
T Commissioners rode through Harding’s
loase yestorday o the East Coass, and inter-
viewod mseveral camps of Austrians and

Enrlhhman. They found the former's hube
well up to the average in cleanliness and
com:foirt.  Tho men stated thas shey earned
abuat 10s weckly over tucker 'They in-
tended going home, but the mﬂm'it- would
doubtless stay. Mauy had alroady besn
out five and six years, although they had
had no intention on leaving to stay more
than a fow months. In all probability,
not half wonld retarn.

To-iday a mesting was held at Maropin,
Mitcholson’s leass, when eighe Austrians,
all new arrivals in the country, were ex-
aminod. They expressed thomsolves
pleased with the quality of the land for

ricalture.  If the Austrinns anderstood
the terms on which they could get good
land, and could save a little money, shay
would tako up land, They made 204 to
25« woekly, and paid 12a to 14s for tucker.,

Frederick Marriner, storekeeper, of
Mount Wesley, was examined, and handed
in rome interesting statisties, showing the
wages earned, and the proportion of sarn-
ings to expenditure of Auatrians and other
foreigners. Mitcheleon’s manager was also
examined. l];[a?i uuidl that rlurim;hrtl;hm;

ear» Lthoy not losh a n
{hu Austrians, but losk Ihouﬂlﬁo ,;Hj
through other diggers.
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXXVIII, ISSUE 301, 18 DECEMBER 1907, PAGE 6

THE GREAT NORTHERN
WAIROA.

THE EATHU VALLEY.

A RAILWAY OUTFPOST.

V1I.

The unmensity of the Northern Wai-
rog district 1s due primarily to the
length of the finest navigable river 1n
the Dominion. Steam boats of all de-
scriptions daily ply upon 1ts surface and
bring inte touch the many settlers wath
the river towns. Hardly less important
to the river is the IKaihussection of rail-
ways, which traverses the 17 miles be-
tween Dargaville and Kaihu, the pre-
sent terminus. DBy 1ts means a large
volume of trade 1s transacted with the
bushes, gumfields, and farmers. In fact,
all the settlers residing for many mules
within the eastern confines of Hokianga
County transact their business through
Dargaviile, and so severed are theiwr 1n-
terests from their own county that a
movement is on foot to incorporate the
whole of the Waipoua district m Hobson
County, Daily the train Jeaves Darga-
ville, carrying stores of all descriptions,
and returning with long rakes of kaum
logs, trueks of sawn timber, sleepers.
and kauri gum, and the line is rightly
looked upon as one of the best paying
the Railway Department possesses
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The townships of Dargawville and Man-
crawhare embrace the streteh of Hlat lands
shich are the entranis to the valley,
and through which the Kaihu Creek
winds it way from the ranges of Tuta-
moe to the Wairoa. A considerable
area of rich aliuvial flat appears to be
1ts native state, and one cannot help
expressing surprise that such wvaluable
territory 1s not laid down 1n grass. But
although native growth s the predomun-
ant feature, and a wide extent of pro-
perty appears uncared for, suel 13 not
altogether the case, Ior the same land
1s feeding many cows and horses, and at
no distant date will be closely culti-
vated. Leaving Dargaville by train, that
class of land 15 passed for some three
miles, when Flaxmil]l Station 1s reached;
and a2 wealth of floral beauty 15 ob-
served on the ecreek banks with the
white-blossomed, powerfully-scented ti
or c¢abbage tree, and the surprisinely
large stems of the crimson korari, or
fiax siems.

In olden days Fioxmill was a place of
great mmportance, n fact 37 years ago
1t was the most important centre 1n
Northern Wairoa, and the busiest hub of
mdustry m the North. At that time
Mr, K T. Tinne, representing a Liver-
pool syndicate, arrmved from Xpgland,

and noting the plentitude of the wild

flax, decided to erect a manufactory for
the treattment of phormium into rope,
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twine, paper, and matting. Extensive
bulldings were erected, modern machin-
ery was imported, and specin] lamalies
used to spinmng and such woik were
brought from the Old Countrv. Mr.
Johin Mitehelson, who with lus brothers
has just retired from business 1n Darga-
ville, was an engineer and fitter em-
ployed in the constrwtion of the null,
and 1% 15 1nteresting to note that at
the same period, the Hon. E. Mitchelson,
who was then a building contractor, was
engaged erecting  the Kopuru sawmnll,
Mr. Tinne started on a somewhat lhuge
scale. butable areas were planted 1n
lax. n fact the land on which Dargawille
now stiands was one of the best phor-
mium fields. For ten years the mdustry
was carried on, the output was material
of the finest. and old estabushed Auecl-
lapnd merchants will remember the satis-
faction they evinced in using the twine,
wrapping paper, and other Warroa manu-
factured goods. But the markets ot the
world were restncted at thal period, and
the carriage of goods was an item of
heavy expense. By the time the output
had been conveved by vessel to Helens-
ville, thence wagzoned to RHiverhead, and
carried by boat to Auckland, serious in-
roads were made upon its marketable
values, and after ten years of hard,
pluchy striving, Mr. Tinne was foreced to
close down, and all that to-day remains
of his enterprise 1s an empty portion ot
the huge building. The scale on whieh
the industry was conducted may be
gauged by the current report that over
£ 100,000 was sunk in the venture




~ 152~

Flaxmidl 1s now a trading station of
Messrs., Marrner and Wilhams, gum
merchants. and quite an air of briskness
pervades the picturesque ereck side ham-
let. A modern {laxmill 15 in the vicinity,
and grves employment to a large body of
men, and ncreases the volume of train
freightage.  This 1s the lower boundary
of Messi1s. Marrviner and Wilhams’ o
land property, which comprises 40,000
acres.

A few nules turther on is Babylon, the
firm’s chiei gum station, and as far west-
ward as the eyve can sce 15 a huge traet
of that pooi looking country which till
lately was considered valuecless apart
from 1ts  kaurt  gam  deposits. The
amount of wealth taken ofl this field can
hardly be estimated, but no land 11 New
Zealand can ever be expocted to furmsh
per acre anything approacling 1tz past

revenue. Al the present vme close on
SU0 mien are digming on the properiy, the
half of them beme Austiian- Cine 1.

struck with the huge swamps which in-
tersect the Inlls, and the value of such
toi flax cultivation is readily apparent.
The greater portion of the swamps have
been dramed by gum diggers, and are at
present leascd to a southern tlavx com
pany who mtend to lay down all such
areas in phormium, and embark £ 100,000
in cultivating and treating the fibre. [I¢
15 gererally considered that Piako will
be the future centre of the flax industry.
It will, however, have a rival in the
Kaithu Vallev.
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As ihe train speeds onwards the qua-
lity of the land improves, and at Taita
it pears every appearance of being highly
reproductive  Away on the right, clear-
ings can be discerned on the range divid.
ing the Kaihu and Awakino wvalleys.
Several forfunate seftlers are there locat-

¢d, and have started cream supplying on
a broad scale to the district butter fae-
tory. ‘“Lhere is still a faiwrly large parcel
ot Crown lands lying idle, and whieh,
when opened for selection, will be
snapped up. I'rom Taita on to Maropiu
the train passes through the propertyv of
A, Jas. Trounson, and finer land can-
not be seen. Every paddock 1s a fatten-
ing one, and one can only lament that
the valley at this part is not many mles
wide. At Maropiu is a store and hotel,
and from there a road leads over the
range wmio the Awakimo Valley, where
several scttlers are raising stock on good
bush land. The country here is pietur-
esque and increases so as the train speeds
Lathuwards., At Ahikiwir the Kaihun
Creek 1s crossed, and the eye notes with
pleasure the wide, pebbly, purling stream,
which runs almost parallel to the rail-
way, and the improving sceme attractions
of the wvicinity. (lose to Kaihn 1s a
scenic reserve, an sland of some ten
acres, embowered in native bush—the
most charming of all premie spots, and
where young and old of the Wairoa hold
their summer picnics.
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IKaithu 1s a township of importance, aa
beiits a terminus. It contains plenty of
stores of every deseription, and repre-
sentatives of all trades ply their callings.
Llhe town 1s 1n many respects umque.
When the line was carried to its pre-
sent pomnt, business men experienced a
barrier to their efioits mn securing build-
ing sites, as all the land belonged to the
natives. The Railway Department ae-
quired the area necessary for a station—
far more than suflicient for 1ts wants—
and a portion of which was leased in
small sections; so as- one steps from
the train he ahights in the nudst of quite
a collection of commercial emporiums.
The architecture of Kaithu s pecular,
but a visible appearance of betterment
15 apparent on every hand. “The earlier
buwildings are conspicuous by their
quamnt, angular. and stunted construe-
tion; but the modern evidences bespeak
taste and a superlative degree of com-
fort. As noticeable mn the pretty resi-
dences to be seen nestling under the
bush-elad heights.  ae native popula-
tion predominates, and it would cheer
the hearts of Di. Pomale ard Dr. Buck
lo witness the cleanly, healthy condi-
tions under which they exist. There
arc two parties, under the chieftains Te
Rore and Rilabana, and all hive in con-
cord and prosperity.
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The harhn Vallevy was ever a iavour-
ite territory for native ocecupation. Mr.
Perey Smth. in hus researches, finds that
the valley was peopled as far back as
1640, and that the situation of any por-
tion of the valley aflorded a degree of
ccrafort unobtainable in less favoured
thstiiels. The settlement 1s 1ntersected
by the sparkling waters of the Kaihu,
ucross  whreh  stretches o fine traffice
bridge. The centre of the settlement is
noticable by the existence of o handsome
Isttle church, adjoimng which 15 the
presbytery occupied by the Revs. ¥athoer
von Westeind: and Father Lannpa. I'he
interior of the saered edifice 15 interest-
ing, particularly so by the altar rails
being carved 1n old Maor: pattern. Ihe
Wesleyan body has also a fine ehureh,
but no resident minister, and two com-

modicus halls accommodate the pleasura
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huntine public. The State school is al-
ways an mdicator of place and people,
and one has only to observe the scores
of bright, clean, well-dressed children to
base a correct opinicn of the charaeter
of the parents. The children of RKaihu,
pakeha apd Maori, are a bommy lot, and
it is a pleasure to observe them troop-
ing imito the sehool grounds. There is
one institution in Kaithu which, at its
inception, caused a wave of excitement
amongst a large section of the popula-
tion, and that is the Opanaki hotel.
When those interested in the matter
first conceived Lhe 1idea of having a
publicans’ license transferred from Hoki-
ancga to Walroa. the trouble began, and
1t was not confined to the district re-
sponsible for the disturbanece.  Public
mectines were held in Awvckland and
elsawhere to protest against the move-
merst, the assistmnce of our legislators
was invoked 1o veto the proposal, and
for a time a batile royal ensued be-
tween the temperance and the brewer
sections. with the result that Kaihu has
a. commodious and well-appointed hostel-
ry which is dominated mnot only by a
licensing bench, but by the native own-
ers of the property, who at any time
may issue a prohibitory mandate agamst
any DMaor1 being supphed with hquor.
The svstem has worked admirably, and
I am told that matives seldom visit the
hoteil.
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At the upper portion of the township
is Trownson’s sawmul, which gives per-
manent employment to a large staff.
Here are also the hooms, where the
logs floated down from the upper bushes
are arrested and loaded on railway
trucks for Dargaville. This also is the
point where the Kaihu waters, dammed
back by the mass of logs at the booms,
on two occasions broke through the
mill property and aectually diverted the
whole large stream from its ordinary
course into the township, wrecking mill,
residences, bridges, and line, and entail-
ing a severe loss upon those adjudged
responsible for the damage. Such an
occurrence 1s unlikely to happen agam,
as the waterway is kept free and the
creek banks have been piled at great

cnst.
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ALIENS IN THE NORTH
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XLVII, ISSUE 224, 19 SEPTEMBER 1916, PAGE 8

LOYALTY ESTABLISHE

EMPHATIC REPCRT OF TH
CORTMISSICN.

NO PRCOTF OF ALLEGATIONS.

NO DANGER TO COMMUNITY

ZPARATION NOT REQUIRED

The repoart of the Commission appointe
to nquire mto the abien problem in tl
North of Auyekiand has been issued t
the AMnister of Justice. The Commi
sioners were Messrs. Georee Elliot ar
J. W. Poynton. The following is tl
text of their report:—

The Hon. the Mimister of Justice,
Wellineoton.

Sir.—As requested by vour referen
o us, dated the 13th Julv last, he ha
enquired into the questions:

1. Whether the existence of large bodi
of Avsinan sabjeets in the North Aue
iand district 1s attended with any dong
to the community. 2. Whether publ
feeling on the question is such as to mal
it desirzble 1n the interests of the cor
munity, or of the aliens themselves, the
steps should be taken to segregmate
intern some or all of them? 3. Wheth
such segregation or internment is like
to produce any serious disturbance of e
isting business conditions in the distric
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reting business conditions in the distric
to and from which the aliens may be r
moved? 4. Whetler the proposed inter
ment of cnemy subjects on the Pareng
cumfield is likely to prove an effectis
and satisiactory solution of any diffieuli
that may exist? 5. What other, or alte
native steps, if any, should be taken
deal with the situation. And have no
the honour to report as follows:—
ITINERARY.

We visited the following places:-
Dargaville. Kaihu, Whangarei, Kaikoh
Awanui, Kaitaia, Eaimaumau, Houhor
and Te¢ Hapua. besides taking evidence -
Auvckland on four diiferent dates.

Altogether we examined 125 witnesse
and perused many documents and mu
literature on the questions submitted -
us. The inquiry was open to the publi
and 1ts sittings advertizsed in the Auc
land, Dargaville, and \Whangarei new
papers. All persons were invited to o
oevidence on the matiers under consider
tion. Taking }.Em questions seriatim—

NO DANGER.

We are decidedly of the opinion th:
the existence of large bhodies of Austris
sithjects 1n the North Auckland distri
is not attended with any danger to tl
community.

PTUANOLOGICAL POSITION.

We bas<e onr conclusions on the folloy
inr proved facts-—

Adibough Austrian subjects, politieal
the vast majority of those in XNori
Aucklond are Dalmatians, Not one pi
rent. of them are either Hungarian
Teuton in blood. WWe were able to loca
only four non-Slav  Austrizns, o
a Roman Catholic priest, another
naturalised British subject working ¢
rail'vay works, and two others who
prescut posiiion is uncertain.

POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS OF SLAV
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POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS OF SLAV
It is well known that the Southe
SNlavonic suhjeets of Austria are desiro
ai breaking away from the rule of tl
Teutonic and Magyar races that domi
ate the varied races of that Empire. Tl
German and Hungarian races separa
the Mertherr irem the Southern Slaw
The Scathern Slavs, of which the Da
matians are amongst the most progre
sive, bitterly resent this Magyar-Teuton
domination, and have long dreamt of, ar
worked fur, a4 un:ited South Slav eor
federation; an independent nation, con
prising the Dalmatians, Croatians, Serb
Herzegovinians, Bosnians. and Mont
negrins.  Such a nation would be und:
the protection of Russia.. This aspir:
tion, which is very ardent amongst ti
Southern Slavs, is. of course, utterly i
compatible with the future of the Au
trian Empire as planned by the Germar
and Hungarians who rule it. They loc
to the absorption of the Slavs in tt
Hungarian and German elements. A
independent Slav npation, which wou
prevent the boundaries of the Empire &
tending to the Aegean, would be intole
able to its ruling races. These conflictir
forces were lound, soonmer or later, 1
produce friction, and the attack by Au
tria on Servia two years ago was reall
due to a desire to prevent the dream «
the Soathern Slavs from being realises
This unjust war, commenced by Austri
against a small, brave Slav natio
aroused in the Dalmatians in New Ze:
land the deepest indignation. In Aucl
land a meeting of them was held durin
the last days of July, 1914, when
was resolved to show their resentment b
burning the Austrian flag before th
Austro-Hungarian consulate in that cit
This was done. About 200 Dalmatian
were present. All who could be speedil
collected were there. A collection wa
started to aid the Servians, and larg
sums of money were given to it, on
Auckland resident eivineg £100.
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Auckland resident giving £100,

During our investigations some of th
witnesses opposed to these Dalmatian
asserted that they have called themselve
Dalmatiane only since the war betwee
Britain and Austria: before that the
were plad to be known as Auvstrians
That statement is not correet. At th
time of their emphatic protest againg
the war on Servia, Britain and Austri:
were on terms of eomplete amity. Wa
was not declared hetween these twn
countries until zbout a fortnight afte
this flag-burning incident. A great dea
of evidence was given to us about thes
men flying the Austrian flag at thei
camps. We are satisfied that the fla
they have flown for years past was th
South Slav, Servian, or Slavonian flag
as it is variously called by them—a flag
they dare mot exhibit in their own coun
iry.

As a proof of this, it may be pointec
out that when, in Jaly, 1914, they re
solved to show their ingignation agnins
Austria for attacking Servia by burning
the Imperial flag, there was not an Aus
trian iag amongst them. The only wa)
they could carry out their intention wus
to get one made, which they did. The
flagy burned was made in Auckiand tc

their order. Ag soon as it wasa com-
pleted the hostile demonstration took
place.

In a paper, “Zora” (“The Dawn”),
pricted in Auckland in the Croatian and
Lnglish languages, we find these words
in the issue of December 6th, 1013, eight
months before the present war started.
After giving an extract from the “Con-
temporary Review” of an article by Mr.
R. W. Beton-Watson, entitled “New
Phaees of the Balkan Question,” the
paper said:—“We have copied this to
give English people in New Zealand an
insight into our home position. That
wo are not Austrians, bet Slave-Croats,
deviring to have onr vwn avtonomyy, iz
dependent of Austrin-Hugary, like our

S -

glnzren ia Servia.
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In order, therefore, to understand th
* | peculiar position of these people in New
Zealand, it must be clearly realised tha:
they differ entirely in blood, language
and political aspirations from their op
pressors, the Magyars and Germans, witl
whom we are unhappily now at war
They desire above all things as a people
or community to see Austria humblec
.| by their Slav relatives, the Russians:
«[and whatever may bLe their feeling to
wards the DBritish people, that desirc
must ensure us against any hostile ac
tions on their part while we are fighting
with Russiu as our redoubtable ally:

We have arrived at the conclusions
above stated, not on consideration of the
rast actions and the sworn evidence of
these men ornly, but alsa on 2 study ol
all the hiterature we could obtein for
perusal on the subject of the Southerr
Slavs, particularly on the sentiments
siinwn by the periodical literature ciren
lating amongst them, much of it in Eng.
lish; and on the following standard
works —"The Slav  Natiens” (8 P
Tucre), “The Southern Slav Question™
(Dr. Seton-Watson). “The War and the
Balkans™ (Noel Buxton, M.P., and
Charles Roden Buxton).

PROOFS OF THEIR LOYALTY TO US,

As evidence of thewr sympathy with the
ause of the Alhes, vwe mention thesc
facts:—

1. They have freelv offered for serviee,
+] Captain Bellamy. of Dargaviile, stated
.jon oath that he could raise a remiment
| of =everal hundreds of them, and he had
such confidence 1 them that he would
_l]mrl them himself  Idr. Power, of llou-
.1 hora, who examines reeruits, said manv
i of them were eager to gd, hut on ortting
L]
f

3

iustructions that they could not be taken,
i he asked them not to come up for exam.
_iination. e thought fully ope-half of
them would be willing to go. Many of
them are actually on serviee, and somc
.| have been killed fighting with our boys.
4 2. They have subscribed most freely

—

5

—
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V2. They have subseribed most freely
to patriotic funds. Their opponents say
this is done for selfish reasons, to throw
dust in our eyes; but it must be remem-
bered that they liberally gave thenr
money to help Servia against Austria be
fore Britam entered the preseat conflict,
or had any intention of doing so.

3. We have dilizently sought for evi
dence of apny disloyal act or words
amongst them, but failed #o find any.

NO FOUNDATION FOR REPORTS OF
ARMING, ETC.

The statements widely eirculated, that
they were armed and drilling and men-
acing settlers, were conclusively proved
to be utterly baseless. We visited the
places where these occurrences were re
poried to have taken place, and searched
out the witnesses who were supposed tec
be able to givk evidence of disloyal acts
or words. In every case there was no
thing whatever to support the alarming
reports. As examples: A riot was sup-
posed to have taken place in Dargaville
as a result of racial feeling, and some
feared a repeiition. The facts discovered
by us were these:—An inoffensive Ser-
vian boardinghouse-keeper wes sitting in
his house fondling his little child. A
number of British and Maoris under the
influence of drink rushed in and asked
him what he and his ccuntrymen would
do to their people when they (his ques-
tioners) had gone to the AVar. Without
provocation they then assaulted him.
striking him over the head with a bottle
land wounding him severely. Therv were
| prosecuted by the police and fined £16
each. Iirearms were alleged to have
been uged in Dargaville, but the only max
who came forward to give evidencc
against them admitted that the only case
where he had known of their use was
where an Austrian had cammitted suicide
by shooting himself. His grievance
aguinst them was not that they were
arming or drilling, but that they some-
times tendered for contracts ac a lower
figure that he did. We visited Kaihu,

o
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times tendered for contracts at a lower
figure that he did. We visited Kaihuy,
where a meeting had heen held urging the
Government to take action about the re-
ported acts of disloyalty, but although
we summoned those who took purt in
organistng the meeting and moving and
seconding the resolutions, we completely
failed to find any proof of the allegations
‘| made at that meeting. Ondeed, the agser.
‘| tions were caompletely disproved.  The
only particle of evidence as to arming
was that a bullet was reported to have
been fired into the wall of a whare, empty
at the time. It could not be said when
this took place, or even conjectured
whether it was fired, if at all, by a
Maori, Briton, or Austrian.

Another example of how these men are
misrepresented was furnished by a wit-
ness in Auckland, who swore he heard
one of them (named) refuse to give a
contribution to a patriotic fund. The
evidence of the lady who asked for the
money, and a companion who was with
ber, proved that there was no refusal,
and that the man who was asked ex.
plained that he had no money on 1®m,
but he would give something later. This
he did, giving more than he was asked
for, and without being requested a sccond
time to contribute.

A still more glaring case of misrepre-
sentation is this:—A man wrote to Mr.
Poole, M.P., a letter, which was read in
the House. It contained the following
sentences:—“Well, [ can inform vou that
every Austrian in this district still pos-
sesses firearms and a good supply of am-
munition. Quite recently 1 saw mix of
them all in possession of Browning auto-
matic shotguns.”

On being examined, the writer knew
nothing of any arms or ammunition, and
said the six “Austrians” he saw had only
two guns between them—sheruns—one
of which he examined and the other he
did not.

NO CAUSE FOR APPREHENSION.
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'these men may be slandered and mis-
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NO CAUSE FOR APPREHENSION.

After the most searching investigation
we fecl convinced that these men possess
no arms, except some shotguns, an odd
pea rifle, with some revolvers, all of
which they willingly hand to the police
to be kept until after the war, that they
do not drill, and instead of being a men-
ace ‘% settlers, their behaviour towards
the Rritish has been most exemplary,

We have fully stated our findings in
order to do these men justice, as well as
to lessen the apprehension throughout
the Dominion, which has been caused by
ridiculous statements as to their hostile
intentions towards us. They are not hos-
tile, but moset friendly, and are fervently !
anxious that the greatest Slav power,
our ally Russia, will, with our aid, over-
come our enemies. As succinctly put by
cne of them in his evidence: “We have

the feeling that if the Allies gain the

lose, we will never get our frecdom.”
A REMARKABLE PETITION.
Another and final example of how

understood may be given, A petition
was signed by 370 persons, meluding
members of local Lodies, Justices of the
Peace, and others, who might he expected
to consider before acting 1 such a man-|
ner. We examined as many of them g
we could find, and not one of them, even
those who drew up the petition, could be!
found to justify the charges thercin mmlej
against the Dalmatians. These otate.!
ments included, amongst others, the as-
sertion that many of the naturahsation
papers granted to thcam‘werF obtained by -I
iraud; that the majority of them were!
trained to arms, and in the event of u|
reverse to our forces in Europe theso)
“Austrians” would be a serious danger!
to us. Various excuses, mostly apolo-
gEﬁE, wore gi‘r[u’l by those whn_uignmi the
petition for having done so. None of the
allegations were supported _b,}r Env evi-,
ience. The mAn who originated the!
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rslpeﬁﬁnn said he merely wanted the gnm
r fields to be reserved for the British born
t ,'We found that not 10 per cent. of thes
,{Dalmatians have dome military service
- | the great majority of them had left thei
1 country when youths, and many, for th
. express purpose of evading military ser
2| vice in the Austro-Hungarian army o
| | navy. ‘
; NECESSITY FOR BRITISH-SLAV
- OFFICIALS.
Although we are certain that no dan
“tger whatever exists to the communit;
El'fmm the presence of these aliens, th
evidence taken by us indicates that cor
| tain things should be done in order W
.| re-assure nervous persons, and to bring
'iabout a better understanding between vhi
two peoples. In view of the inereasec
friendship that must 1csult between th
British and Slaw peopic throughout th
world on the termination of the presen
war in our favour, it is desirable to pre
vent anything occurring that might leaw.
bitter memories. By some of the mon
ignorant British in the North, these Dal
matians are often subjected to insult anc
annoyance.  Although they have, up tc
‘| the present time, exhibited remarkabl
self-control under much provoecation, ar
.| wnfortunate incident may at any time
.| happen, if this offensive conduct is no
{discontinued. We are certain it arises
‘|out of ignorance ag to the real position
To the man who has not the knowledge
the contrary, these men are ““Austriang
subjects of the enemy we are fighting
taking the gum away whieh our boys wil
wint when they return, hostile to us, anc
waiting an opportunity to treat us a:
the Germans have treated the Belginns
or the Austrians the Servians,”

1t is desirable in the interests of bott
races that these wrong and unjust sus
picions should be removed. At presen
there 1s no nexus or organie relation be
tween the two peoples by which a bette
knowledge of their respective feeling:
can be brought about. Many of these
Slavs are of high intelligence and charuc
ter. are of undoubted lovalty to Britain

— rormy
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ter, are of undoubted in:::_'vu.lt:; to Britain
nud have acquired remarkable fluency ir
the use of our tongue. They can be thor
cughly trusted by the authorities.

QOur recommendation is that in consul
tation with the police authorities ir
Auckland the leaders of the Dalmatian:
should suggest the names of men o
standing in each camp or settlement o
their countrymen. Such men conld b
given a status such as a special cop
stable or Justice of the Peace, with au
thority to do certain things that may be
come necessary for preventing disloyalt)
or any hostile aets. Such men coulc
co-operate with the police in any worl
which may be required to control aliens
such as reporting change of residence
possession of arms, presence of spies, o
secrel enenvies, cte.; also insulting  be
haviour to them by Britons.

We believe that such committees o
officials would not often be required t
take any acrion, but their existenc
would give confidence to timid persons
and prevent a recurrence of the absurd
lying, and mischievous rumours recently
so widely prevalent.

INTERNMENT OR SEGREGATION
NOT NECESSARY.

The foregoing remarks on Clause 1 o
the referemce to us will indicate whai
must be our reply to Clause 2.  The
publie feeling is overwhelmingly agains
the internment or segregation of thes
men. We do not think it desirable
either in their own or the interests o
the Community, that all of them shoul¢
be interned. The disloyal ones amongs
them are very few, and unknown bott
to the British people and the loyal Slavs
If there should be any manifestation o
hostility by such minority, the proposec
committee could be trusted to deal with
them. The loyal Slavs havé already as
sisted the authorities in the matter o
the internment of some of their country
men whose loyalty was doubtful.

EFFECT OF INTERNMENT ON
BUSINESS,

Ae ta Manen T Aaf thn cafomae e . Tod__ .
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EFFECT OF INTERNMENT ON
BUSINESS.

As to Clause 3 of the reference: Intern
ment of such a large body of steady
industrious men, practically all pro
ducers, would seriously atfect husiness
conditions in the districts to and fronm
which they may be removed. In many
cages it would ecause the complete ruir
of small business men. Moreover, in
some cases, farmers have purchased land
which is under mortgage. They have
considered the gum contents of the soi
in buying it, reckoning on the profite
to be got from these Dalmatian gum
diggers to pay their mortgagees’ interest
and enable them to improve their lands
To take these men away and so stop gum
production would be a calamity to such
farmers,

The placing of a large bods of them in
one locality would, of course, conversely
stimulate business activity there, assum-
ing ‘that they would find profitable em-
ployment in such place,

PARENGARENGA SUITABLE FOR
INTERNMENT.

Although these men deeply resent the
suggestion of segregating them at Pa
rengarenga, and consider it slavery, we
are of opinion that if a considerable
number of them were hostile, it would be
an admirable place to intern them. Thuey
would be allowed to work af their ordin-
ary occupation, lwe under conditions
they arc used to, and earn at least suffi-
cient to live upon, without being an ex-
pense to the country. Anything they
earn above hiving expenses wonld be their
own. That would be better for both par-
ties than keeping them in idleness.

As against the segregation of a large
number at Parengarcnga, 1t should b
considered that the interests of the
Maoris would suffer.  Gum, their only
source of income, would be rapidly ex-
hausted, and their future living in com-
fort jeopardised.
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WINE LICEXNSES.

A great deal of feeling against these
men in the Far North is duc to many of
l’thtm being wine growers, and the belicf
that AMaori women are able to oet,
through them, intoxicating liquors. Since
the amendments of the Licensing Act of
1914, this evil of wine selling or supplying
to natives has been reduced, but it stl)
exists. A suggestion has been made to
us that wine growers should only be al-
lowed to sell their wines to hotels or
holders of wholesale licenses, over which
| there is some control. In a country with
a sparse population, mueh of it native,
and few police to supervise them, the
risk of these men being detected in illegal
selling is slight. We believe that the
Slay Committee suggested by us would
materially aid by preventing abuse of
this trade. The Dalmatians, as a body,
are very anxious to retain the good
opinion of their British hosts, and many
of them would prefer to see wine-making
suppressed rather than that its continu-
ance, although profitable to some of them,
should cause a feeling of bitterness
against them as a class. \Where young
and wvigorous men, attractive voung
women, free from conventional social
restrainis, and abundance of intoxicating
liquors are found together, debauchery
will certainly result amongst any race
or races. We suggest for consideration
a more rigid control of the sale or sup-
ply of wine where a considerable native
population exists,

CERTIFICATE OF CHARACTER AND
LOYALTY. |

We recommend that provision he made
for the 1ssue to those Dalmatians who
deserve it, without any charge, of certifi-
cates setting forth that their cases have
been investigated, and they are loyal to,
or in sympathy with, Britain and her |
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I!aigned by a Stipendiary Magistrate, and
‘sealed with the Magistrate’s Court seal.
, We have found several cases where men
‘enthusiastically loyal to us have, g
 because they were “Austrians,” been in-
sulted or refused employment. The pro-
duction of such certificates would at ance
 have allayed this suspicion felt agaiust
them,

Ope case was particularly unfortunate.
A young man who left Dalmatia to evade
military or naval service, had twice of-
fered hig’ services in our Expeditiona
| Forces, " He declared with evident sin-
|ceri1;}' that he would rather kill himself
than serve Austria. Yet he was tarned
away more than once with insult when
seeking work. As long as they are on
the gumfields, such certificates would not
be of much use to them (although they
should receive such if they are eligibie
) and apply for them), but if it is intended
| to force them to seek other employment,
documentary proof of their sympathics
with us will be necessary. Ii may he
said tha tthe issue of these documents
will involve too much trouble to officials,
but the unique position of the Dalma-
tians in our midst, their proved loyalty
and earnest wish to remain on good terms
with us, surely deserve recognition. '

RESERVATION OF GUMFIELDS FOR!
BRITISH-BORN,

We find in many places a strong feel-|
| ing that 2ll our gumfields still remaining

We find in many places a strong foel- |
ing that all our gumfields still remaining |
should be reserved for the British-born |
subjects of His Ma)esty, and no fresh
licenses should be issued to any aliens,
friendly or otherwise. There are many!
objections to such a course. Why, it may
be asked, should not the same restrictions
apply to gold-mining, timber-getting, or
the expioitation of any other of our
natural resources, even farming the land
or developing our figherieg? But the gum
deposits are different from most others in
the Dominion, or, indeed, any other coun-
try. In other pursuits there is not the
same eXistence o6f a large class of
foreigmers; no capital, or very little, is
required in getting the article, and old
men can obtain a living by gum-digging'
when too feeble to do auny very hard.
work.

The reservation of the gumficlds far
British people being o matter of policy.

-und outside the scope of an inguiry, we
"lesitate to make any

recommendatrone
thereon; but we are convinced that any
feeling of hostility now existing against.
the alicns in the North Auckland would
be considerably lessencd if it were known.
that no fresh aliens would be permitied
to dig for pum on Crown lamds in New
Zealand. Of course, any rights scquired.
by aliens already on the gumfields shounld
be scrupnlously respected. The prohibi-
tion should only apply to any more aliens,
of any kind starting digging.
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CRHIL'\TALIT‘I OF DALMATIANS.
As bearing on the question of the prol,

abulity of these aliens giving trouble, and
the statements made that they were men-
peing gettlers, we inquired into their
indicated by the
criminal statistics of our courts. Amongst
eriminelagists of all nations, British com-
munities are credited with being com-
paratively free from erime, and amongst
British States New Zealand holds a fine
position in this respect, being, with one
exception, the most crime-free of the
, various countrics inhabited by the British
jraces. It 18, therefore, an extraordinary
thing to find amongst us 2 large com-
muuity of aliens of an entirely different
| race so well behaved as these Dalmatians
An analysis of the statistics fur-
nished by the Superintendent of Police
at Auckland, which we attach hereto as
an appendix, brings out this feature

character as a class, as

are.

clearly,

In justice to these Slavs, the fact of
their splendid conduct should be made
widely known. That they are better be-
haved than the best of the British com-
munities, is a striking testimony in their

favour as sojourners or citizens.

SCMMARY AND RECOMMENDA.-
TIONS,

—_— g -

e

SCAIMARY AND RECO&ELEKDA
TIONS,

As a result of our enquiries, which|
were very cxhaustive, we find on the
issues submitted to ug:—

1. The presence of Dalmatians in large
numbers in North Auckland is not at-
tended with any danger to the com-
munity.

2. Public feeling, or the interests of
the alicns or the community, do not re-
quire their internment or segregation.

3. Such internment or segregation, if
carried out with respect to large num-
' bers of aliens mow in North Auckland,
would sertously disturb business condi-
tions.

4. Parengarenga would be a suitahle
place for internment or segregation if
'such were necessary.

3. As to the steps that should be taken
to deal with the situation, we recom-
‘mend.—

(2) That the undoubted loyalty to the
Allies in the present war, almost univer-
sally felt by these Dalmatians, should be
made widely known, cither by the print.
tng and circulation of this report, or in
some other way. It is not far to them
that they should be wrongly suspected of
n want of sympathy with us in our pre-
sent trial,

=
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(b) That an official proncuncement
should be made that there is no reason
whatever {o fear any acts of hostility
from them. This should be done to
counteract the feeling of disquietude ex-
cited by the wild fnd reckless statements
made about them having arms, drilling
under German officers, and so on.

(¢) Trat committees or individuals
{om amongst them be appointed with an
official status as above explained.

(d) That the question of refusing to
renew wine licenses in distriets where
there 15 a native population be consid-
ered by the Government.

(e} That certificates of character and
loyalty be issued to deserving Dalma-
tians.

(f) Earnest consideration should be
siven to the desire of many of our people
that licenses to dig gum on Crown lands
should not in future be issued to any
fresh aliens arriving in this colony, wle-
ther naturalised o: not, but that guel
lnnds be kept for Britigh-born,

‘We retuin your reference and all
other papers sent to us therewith.

We have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedieat servants,
J. W. POYNTON |
GEORGE ELLIOT ¢
2lst August, 1016,

Commissioners,

-

APPENDIX.

Compurative table showing erimipality
of the Dalmatian population of Nerth
Auckland cowpured with offences cops
mitted by Britzeh and Maoris for a period
of live years to Aursey 1916,

Folice Mences by By British
Distriet, Dalmatians and Maori,
Avoudsle .. 2 75
Darganlle . 39 032
Helensville . 4 204
bereking 1] 68
Hikurangi . — 205
Houhora .. 42 100 )
Kuikohe ., 16 497
haitaia .. A '153
Rawakawa — 207
Maungaturoto 19 260
Mangonul 4 iH
Ruwene .. 3 290 |
Ruggel] ~ 9 |
Waipi . 3 27 |
Warkworth — 2
\Wellsford — 20
Whangarei 4 L0
Whangaros | 1 8 |
1 8 |
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The total population, British, Maoris,
sord Dalmatians, and others of the above
districts would be not less than 60,000,
Of this number Dot more than 1,800
wortldd be Dalmatisns, the great n:ul.]t:-nty
of them being adult males. Allowing ome-
third of the non-Dalmatian inhabitants
of North Auckland to be adult males, it
will be seen that there are roughly 12
British and Maori adult males to one
Dalmatian.

Therefore, if the Dalmatian element in
North Auckland were as prone to commit
breaches of the law as those whom they
live amongst, there would be a mnuch
greater number of offences recorded
against them than is shown by these
returns.

Comparing their conduct in this re-
spect with that of our people, it can be
scen  that they are much more law-
abiding than the rest of the population.

Taking the amount of crime per head
(or for 1,000 or any other number) of
each dl.ﬂs, it is found that they commit
only about one-half of the number of
crimes that our people do.

Moat of these offences are for breaches
of the Rauri Gum Industry Act. They

arc a class remarkably free from scrious
offcnces.

e




