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KAURI GUMFIELDS 
 

HISTORY REFERENCE JOURNAL TWENTY-THREE 

 

FEATURING… 

 
THE MYSTERIOUS ‘SLAVIC MUSLIMS’ 

OF THE 

KAIHU-MAROPIU-TE KOPURU, KAURI GUM FIELDS 

 

THEY CAME TO SEARCH FOR GOLD. KAURI GOLD 
WITH LITTLE AS THE SHIRT ON THEIR BACK… 

 

“Nova Zelanda” They said the name over, liking the promise that it held. Father Ilya had 
even got them a piece of the kauri gum from the museum in Vienna. It looked rich and 
wonderful stuff. They all wanted to hold it, to feel its polished smoothness, to look into its 
mottled depths for a sign of the future. “A new kind of gold” Stipan’s grandfather, old Dida 
Petar, the village Stareshina (patriarch) pronounced, and Father Ilya said: “It means gold 
and that’s what you’ll never get if you stay here. I tell you young men, go. Look for a better 
life in a new country far from the troubles here.” 

 

And so, they came, the men of many faces… Armenians, Austrians, Hungarians, Serbians, 
Servian’s, Slavs, Croatians, Dallies, Tarara, Bosnians, Muslims, or collectively known as 
Yugoslavians. etc, etc. Some of these dreamers from far off lands would eventually settle on 
farms between the Kaipara and Hokianga harbours and make New Zealand their home.  
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THE MUSLIMS  
 

There were many who crossed the seven seas to Aotea (New Zealand) for the chance to 
harvest the fabled gold (Kauri gum) of the mighty Northland Kauri tree. Amongst those was 
a small group of men who followed the faith of Mohammed the Muslim. Particular interest 
for me is that some of these people camped and then searched for the illusive Kauri gum at 
Maropiu in the Kaihu Valley the district of my birth and teenage years. 

 I remember distinctly from my elder’s discussions while growing up that this was ‘Gum 
Country’ and that many faceless men of many cultures did come and go as the harvest of 
gum depleted, moving into other valleys for the never-ending search for the bonanza of the 
Kauri gold.  

During my youth while out hunting for pheasants with my dog in secondary scrublands I 
would quite often stumble into crater like holes that these people left behind after the 
digging of gum and were now over grown with scrub and wondered who these people were 
who lived out in this wilderness and what kind of lives did they lead.  

Recently I received an email from Abdullah Drury a student of Muslim studies at Waikato 
University after he had seen some information of these people in my journals of discovery 
for the Kaihu Valley and districts and so with his help I have decided to document these 
people and add to my webpage for those who may be interested now and in the future…  

 

From: Abdullah Drury… 
 

I saw your email online and read the Kaihu River Valley History material. I have an obscure 
Local History Query I am following up. 
 
I was perusing the (Wellington) Nat. Archives and found reference to a 1907 court case at 
the Dargaville court where two men had been requested to remove their fezzes. They had 
complained to the Austrian Consul who in turn, had written to the NZ Justice Minister who 
passed a formal memo in September that year allowing “Herzegovinians of Mohammedan 
religion be allowed to appear in Court in dress prescribed by their religion." Well, that 
caught my attention. Further investigation revealed 13 Slavic-Muslim men from 
Hercegovina - bordering Dalmatia - who had worked in Kaihu and Aratapu between 1904 
and 1909 (they subsequently left for Aus.). I contacted the Dargaville Museum and they 
confirmed some of the names on a card index of Kauri Gum Diggers licenses for that era. 
Unfortunately, I have been unable to ascertain what the 1907 court case was about, except 
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that the men were called in as witnesses and that the judge had insisted they remove their 
fezzes. 

When they entered NZ in November 1904 the ship passenger list identified them all as 
"Armenians". I am guessing, with the fez business, that they dressed vaguely "oriental".... 
did someone not notice or observe or remark at all? There cannot have been too many men 
wearing fez in Kaihu in 1900’s, let alone a group... 

 

The first Slavic Muslims to appear on the Northland gun fields appears to be about 1904. 
The exact names of these people are not entirely clear as there are so many different 
variants of their names as I research and find information from different writers. This 
particular group were identified as “Armenians” by the official who wrote up the passenger 
list of the good ship ‘SS Zealandia’ which arrived in New Zealand November 1904 with 
several other people of different cultural backgrounds destined for the gum fields.   

By 1907 it seems there was a group of 13 “Hercegovini Ans of Mohammedan religion” in 
Maropiu, north of Dargaville in Northland, led by one Richard Greenaway, ‘Sali Mahomet’. 

Per the National Archives card-indexed list of kauri gum license registers on 14 December 
1904 Lahir Hadgovic (most probably Hadzovic) was granted a one-year license to dig for 
gum in the Aratapu Riding, south of Dargaville. He was joined six months later 15 June 1905 
by fellow Slavic Muslims Zaim Budalica, Ahmet Falajic, Osman Felajic, Ahmet Galujativic 
(most probably Galijatovic), and O. and Salko Hadžiahmetović.  

The following year Mustappa Fetagovich (Mustafa Fetahagich), Ahmet Fetagovich, Avdo 
(Abduh) Fetagovich and Ahmet Galyatovick (Galijatovic), worked licences at the Kaihu 
Riding. Ahmet, and O. and Salko Hadžiahmetović also secured licenses to work at Kaihu 
Riding on 2 March 1907. 

It is uncertain when and if these Muslims left New Zealand but O. Hadžiahmetović and Zaim 
Budalica departed on the Mokoia from Auckland to Sydney in January 1909. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.nz/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enNZ710NZ710&espv=2&biw=1366&bih=638&q=Hercegovini+Ans+of+Mohammedan&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwju6rHqnPTPAhVHhbwKHa5QDj4QBQgXKAA


~ 4 ~ 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOVE: ARRIVAL OF THE MAIL STEAMER ZEALANDIA 
 

The P.M.S. Co.’s fine steamship Zealandia, under command of Captain Ferries (formerly of 
the Tatar), arrived in harbour at twelve o'clock noon yesterday, from Sydney. 
The Zealandia measures in length 367 ft. between perpendiculars, her beam being 37 ft. 6 
in., and depth of hold 28 ft., giving her a gross of 2,755 tons. She has four masts, two 
forward of the funnel, and two aft, the former having yards across. She looks very smart 
aloft, and her rig will be found admirably adapted for crossing the Pacific. She differs from 
most other steamers in that the ‘swell’ part of her passenger accommodation, is well 
forward, instead of being right aft, and by this arrangement the saloon has many manifest 
advantages. On deck and below there are considerable novelties introduced. A spacious 
poop, to which easy access is gained from the main deck, extends in front the funnel nearly 
to the 'house' in which the steering apparatus is placed under cover, almost at the bow of 
the ship. Immediately under this, on each side of a central corridor, there are a series of 
what may be called deck state-rooms, each containing a bed, a couch, and requisite 
accommodation for washing and dressing. Being flush with the deck, these will form very 
comfortable sleeping and sitting apartments. Descending by another staircase to the grand 
saloon, it is found to be very tastefully and appropriately decorated. The main feature and 
absolute novelty is the large and lofty central skylight, which ascends in a pyramidal form to 
a great height, and which imparts an idea of light and air rarely found on board.  

The steamer is commendably clean throughout. Her passenger accommodation is equal to 
the berthing of 164 in the saloon, from 24 to 30 in the second cabin, and from 85 to 100 in 
the third cabin or steerage.  
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The engines are compound, 2,400 horse-powers indicated. They are direct acting, surface 
condensing, and have cylinders, one high pressure and two low pressure, the former being 
45 in. the latter 62 in. each, with 4 ft. 3 in. stroke. The three cylinders have three holders on 
the crank shafts, which gives the vessel a very easy, smooth and equable motion. There are 
two immense boilers, with six furnaces to each, and in the stock hold the ventilation is 
something wonderful. The screw is four-bladed, and 17 ft., in diameter, with 25 ft. pitch, 
and the number of revolutions at full speed is 65. The complement of hands in the engine-
room comprises 22 firemen and trimmers, five engineers (including the chief), and a boiler-
maker. The steering is done by hydraulic gear. The steamer is amply supplied with boats, 
and provision is made for the saving of life and property. We are indebted to R. McDonald, 
purser, for files, &c. The Zealandia having taken on board the New Zealand mails and 
passengers, steamed yesterday evening for Kandavu, Honolulu, and San Francisco. Her 
reason for calling at Kandavu is to leave word for the city of San Francisco to proceed to 
Auckland. 

 

 

Note from Abdulla: Aha. I found them on a ship called the Barbarossa from Naples (Italy) to 
Aus. They were in Sydney for a week I think, and then off to NZ. Why or on whose advice 
remains a mystery. 

 
 

SOME OF THE MUSLIM PASSENGERS ON THE SS BARBAROSSA… 

 

1/. SPAHOVIC MAHARON. MR 

PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

Alt. HUHAREM 

SPAHOVIC MAHARON - must be Muharem Spahovic. 

(Muharem is the name of a month of the Islamic calendar / "Spah" is a Bosnian adaptation 
of the Persian word, thru Turkish, of "Sepoy" and means like a cavalryman). 

  

2/. JELAS ANTE. MR 
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

 

3/. TERVAN IVAN STIPIN. MR      
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

 

4/. FETAHAGIC AVDO. MR     
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

June 15 1905 – Felajic, Osman – Aratapu Riding Licence number 241  

June 23 1906 – Fetovogich, Arde – Kaihu Riding Licence number 327  
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5/. CAPIN MEHMED. MR      
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

CAPIN MEHMED -- Mehmed/Mehmet is a popular Turkish nickname of Mohamed. "Capin" 
is still a mystery 

 

6/. FETAGAGIC AHMED. MR 
     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS  

Alt. FETAHAGIC 

FETAHAGIC AVDO - must be Avdo (Slavic for Abduh, a short form of Abdul or Abdullah) 
Fetahagic (Fetah / Arabci for "opening", plus "aga" for leader...) 

June 15 1905 – Falajic, Armat – Aratapu Riding Licence number 238  

June 23 1906 – Fetovogich, Ohmet – Kaihu Riding Licence number 328  

 

7/. HAGUAHMETOVIC SALKO. MR 
    PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

Alt. Hadžiahmetoviæ 

HAGUAHMETOVIC SALKO - Hadziahmetovic (Literally Hajji- ahmed - son of...), Salko = Salih 
(pious) 

June 15 1905 – Hadriakmetovic, Salko – Aratapu Riding Page 106 

March 2 1907 – Hadriakmetovich, Salko – Kaihu Riding 

 
8/. HADZOWIC JAHIR. MR     

PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

HADZOWIC JAHIR = Tahir Hadzovic (Died Aus. 1910) 

Licence number 357 – 

December 14, 1904 – Hadgovic, Lahir – Aratapu Riding 

June 15, 1905 – Hadgovic, Lahir – Aratapu Riding Licence number 235 

  

Note: Below, spelling as found on Townsville (Australia) Council records for Belgium gardens 
cemetery…   

Hognick Talus Died aged 32, 12-12-1910. Section X1 Grave number 105. Now the grave that 
is closest in the overall photo is grave 103 so we believe he is one side or the other. 
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BELOW: TOWNSVILLE. BELGIUM GARDENS CEMETERY. PAUPERS SITE. NOT MANY TOMBSTONES 

AUSTRALIA 

  

  
 

9/. BUDALICA ZAIM. MR      
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

June 15, 1905 – Budalica, Zaim – Aratapu Riding Licence number 236  

 

Name     Z Budalica 

Event Type     Immigration 

Event Date     21 Nov 1904 

Event Place     Auckland, New Zealand 

Ship Name     Zealandia 

Departure Port     Sydney 

Arrival Port     Auckland 

Arrival Place     Sydney 

Name     Z Budalica 

Event Type     Immigration 

Event Date     1909 

Event Place     Sydney, New Zealand 

Occupation     Labourers and Domestics 

Ship Name     Mokoia 

Departure Port     Auckland 

Departure Date     1909 
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Arrival Port     Sydney 

Arrival Place     Auckland 

 

10/. HAGJIAHMETOVIC OMAR. MR      
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

Alt. Hadžiahmetoviæ 

 June 15 1905 – Hadriakmetovic, O – Aratapu Riding Page 54 

March 2 1907 – Hadriakmetovich, O – Kaihu Riding Licence number 177 – 

 

11/. GAGLIJATOIRE AHMET. MR     
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

Alt. AHMED 

GAGLIJATOIRE AHMET = Ahmet/Ahmed Galijatovic (Died Aust. 1928) 

June 15 1905 – Galujativic, Ahmet – Aratapu Riding Licence number 239 

June 23 1906 – Galyatovick, Ahmet – Kaihu Riding Page 18 

Licence number 176  

 Galajatoerch Ahmed died aged 51 11-06-1928 Section X1 grave number 349 We believe his 
is up near the Chinese.  

A. Galijatovic - Ahmet Galiyatovich (I believe M. Fetagich married a Galiyatovich lady after 
WWI) 

(Note: Galajatoerch (spelling) Ahmed, died aged 51, 11-06-1928 Section X1 grave number 
349. 

We believe he is very near these three graves in photo below) 

 

BELOW: TOWNSVILLE, BELGIUM GARDENS CEMETERY. PAUPERS SITE. NOT MANY TOMBSTONES 
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12/. 1906 – ROKO, PROSPER – 

Aratapu Riding Licence number 162 – May 

Licence number 161 – May 

 

13/.  1906 – ROKO, LUKA  

Aratapu Riding Page 9 

Licence number 306  

 

14/.  JUNE 11, 1906 – JELAS, ANTHONY  

Te Kopuru Riding Page 10 

 Licence number 326  

 

15/. June 23, 1906 – FETOVOGICH, MUSTAPPA  

 Kaihu Riding Licence number 329 

Fetgich = Mustafa Fetagich 

Name     Fetgich 

Event Type     Immigration 

Event Date     1908 

Event Place     Sydney, New Zealand 

Occupation     labourers and domestics 

Ship Name     Mokoia 

Departure Port     Auckland 

Departure Date     1908 

Arrival Port     Sydney 

Arrival Place     Auckland 

 

Osman Hadziahmetovic ...... 

Name     O Hudzametwovich 

Event Type     Immigration 

Event Date     1909 

Event Place     Sydney, New Zealand 

Occupation     Gentleman 
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Ship Name     Marama 

Departure Port     Auckland 

Departure Date     1909 

Arrival Port     Sydney 

Arrival Place     Auckland 
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THE STORY OF GRANDFATHER  

‘MUSTAFA FETAHAJIC’ 
 

BELOW: MUSTAFA FETAHAJIC  

FROM THE GUM FIELDS OF NEW ZEALAND BY THE GOOD SHIP ‘ZEALANDIA’ TO THE UNKNOWN OF AUSTRALIA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TITLE: FETAGICH, Mustaffa CATEGORY: photograph FORMAT: b&w print STATUS: preservation material 
Contents range 

01 Aug 1914 - 31 Dec 1921 
Series number 

D3597 
Control symbol 
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THE ABOVE PAGES WRITTEN BY THE GRANDSON OF MUSTAFA  

HAVE BEEN TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH AS FOLLOWS … 

 
The daily newspaper Oslobodenje in April 2015 published an article by prof. Dr. Fikret Karcic 
of the University of Sarajevo, entitled “First Bosnians in New Zealand”. This contribution by 
prof. Karcic presented the research of a young researcher from New Zealand, ‘Abdullah 
Drury’, who has published his research in the first issue of the recently established 
newspaper Waikato Islamic Studies Review (University of Waikato Islamic Studies Group 
Publication) in March 2015 (Vol. 1, No. 1). From this article, I learned something new about 
our ancestors, and a few days later Oslobodenje published my short letter of thanks. 

 
Work by Abdullah Drury was published under the title: ‘Mostly Harmless’: A Short History of 
the First Century of the Muslim Settlers in New Zealand.  The paper finds that the first 
Muslim in New Zealand was in 1850 with this family mentioned from India. Later, there 
were more Indian Muslims to follow.  

A population census in 1874 recorded 15 Chinese ‘Mahomet Ans’ who worked as gold 
miners. Arrival of the first of Turkmen families was registered in 1896. Today the Islamic 
community in New Zealand has around 40,000 Muslims. 
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Speaking of the first Muslims of Slavic origin in New Zealand, Drury analysed the shipping 
lists of arrivals and departures from New Zealand and other available documents, but says… 

The first Slavic Muslims to visit appear to have been O. and Salko (Salih) Hadziahmetovic 
(variant spellings) who arrived in November 1904 with Dalmatian gum-diggers on the SS 
Zealandia. It is not entirely clear who these men were as we do not have a simple list of the 
entire party or specific arrival and departure dates, although these two men were identified 
as “Armenians” by the official who wrote up the passenger list. By 1907 it seems there was 
a group of 13 “Herzegovinians of Mohammedi religion” in Maropiu, north of Dargaville in 
Northland, led by one Mustafa Fetahagich. According to the National Archives card-indexed 
list of kauri gum license registers on 14 December 1904 Lahir Hadgovic (most probably 
Hadzovic) was granted a one-year license to dig for gum in the Aratapu Riding, south of 
Dargaville. He was joined six months later on 15 June 1905 by fellow Slavic Muslims Zaim 
Budalica, Ahmet Falajic, Osman Felajic, Ahmet Galujativic (most probably Galijatovic), and 
O. and Salko Hadziahmetovic. The following year Mustappa Fetagovich (Mustafa 
Fetahagich), Ahmet Fetagovich, Avdo (Abduh) Fetagovich and Ahmet Galyatovick 
(Galijatovich), worked licences at the Kaihu Riding. Ahmet, and O. and Salko 
Hadziahmetovic also secured licenses to work at Kaihu Riding on 2 March 1907. To date 
research has produced no further information. It is uncertain when the rest left New Zealand 
but O. Hadziahmetovic and Zaim Budalica departed on the Mokoia from Auckland to Sydney 
in January 1909.” 

 

In a brief letter, I informed Dr. Karcic and author Abdullah Drury that, according to the 
stories I heard from my mother, the Fetahagic that was mentioned was probably my 
grandfather Mustafa and his brothers Ahmet and Abdullah (Avdo, Avdaga). Encouraged by 
this writing, I began to get along on my own the puzzle this adventure of my grandfather 
and his brothers. According to the names that have been mentioned, most of the young men 
were neighbours from Mostaci and relatives from Trebinje.  

 

Abdullah Drury has started sending documents to which he came, and I returned the 
documents and information that have been in Australia (Brisbane), as destiny, collected by 
my uncle with children, e.g.: Son and grandchildren of my grandfather Mustafa, who in the 
last war, banished from Trebinje. 
The oldest document that speaks of our first people who set out for Australia and New 
Zealand is a travel steamer list of "Barbarossa" of 12 November 1904 (that took off from 
Bremen, Germany). On the passenger lists are many interesting details, such as the port of 
departure, the name of the ship owner, the name of the captain, names, marital status, 
occupation and age of passengers, their country of origin and another. On the steamer 
"Barbarossa" in Naples (Port of Embarkation) aboard landed in Sydney (the port at which 
passengers are contracted to land) many Catholics native to our region (Herzegovina, 
Croatia) and 12 passengers Bosniaks: Spahović Muharem, Avdo Fetahagic, Mehmed Capin, 
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Ahmed Fetahagic (39 years old), Salko Hagjiahmetovic, Tahir Hadzovic (26), Zaim Budalica 
(24), Omer Hagjiahmetovic (25), Ahmet Galijatovic (27), Lutvija Volic (22), Osman Fetahagic 
(18), Muho Roca (22). As country of origin (state whether English, Scottish, Irish or 
Foreigners) they registered by Austria (Austrian). In the board's interest (Profession, 
Occupation or Calling of Passenger) they are enrolled as farmers. 

All this data is on the travel list inscribed by hand, a name probably prescribed for the 
documents with which our travellers set out from their country (Austria-Hungary). 

 
The date that is inscribed on this list seems to be the date of landing in the port of 
disembarkation (Sydney). 

 
On the passenger list steamer, "Zealandia" 21. 11. 1904, which Drury mentions first 
Bosnians are boarded in Sydney (Australia), and landed in Auckland (New Zealand). They, as 
a country of origin were described as Armenian. All these lists are handwritten, and it is 
obvious the clerk had problems with entering the names of our origin. It is sometimes 
difficult to accurately read what is written.  

The list was written out of 13: Lutuja Volic, Muhammad Capin, A. Galjatovic, Osman 
Fetahagic, V. Muharem, Z. Budalica, O. Haggiahmetovic, A. Fetahagić, A. Fetahagic, S. 
Hagjiahmetovic, T. Hadzovic, Muho Roco and another illegible name, which is more like the 
English (W. A. Pringle?).  

Most likely this is a group of 13 Bosnians who Drury mentioned that have settled in 
Maropiu, north of Dargaville in Northland, led by Mustafa Fetahagic, who did not arrive in 
New Zealand in this group, rather than later.  

This shows that our people are kept together in Sydney. They were all on the steamer 
Barbarosa which arrived in Sydney (Australia) on 12 November 1904, and already on 21 
November 1904 (after nine days on solid ground in Sydney) they were on the steamer 
Zealandia which landed in Auckland (New Zealand), located over two thousand kilometres 
from Sydney. 

 

STEAMBOAT ‘OROYA’ DOCKED IN NAPLES… 

 
In this group arrived Ahmet and Avdo Fetahagic, older brothers of my grandfather Mustafa. 
In Naples were the steamer "Oroya", which is set in London, boarded four "Austrians": 
Mustafa Fetagic (24), Ahmed Catovic (22), Hasan Agbabic (32) and some Andrea Erceg 
(which is probably the same person who later appear under the name of John Erceg). They 
landed in Sydney on January 4, 1906, meaning only about 13.5 months after the first group. 
Now it looks like they are on the steamer Mokoia continued to Auckland in New Zealand, 
where they landed on January 22, 1906. Here is my grandfather Mustafa in New Zealand 
and joined his brothers Ahmet and Avdi and other Trebinjca. 
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For some of litigation at the time in which Mustafa Fetahagic appears as a witness, to 
conclude that he refused to take off his fez in court with his head, and the Austro-Hungarian 
consul in Auckland on 1 October 1907, addressed the court with a request “to 
Herzegovinians of the Mohammedan religion be allowed to appear in court in clothing as 
required by their religion” (that Herzegovinians of Mohammedan religion be allowed to 
appear in court in dress proscribed by their religion). 

 
Most of our early settlers to the New Zealand returned and continued to live in Australia. 
Steamer Mokoia on 11 May 1908, Mr. Fetgich and Mr. A. Galigatovich left New Zealand and 
landed in Sydney. 

 

STEAMBOAT MOKOIA… 

 
It also occurs in the newspaper Evening News from Sydney in the number of 16 May 1908, p. 
2 in the information about the ship transport (shipping). Published list of passengers arriving 
from Auckland (New Zealand): who arrived in Sydney by ship "Mokoia": Captain of the ship 
R. E. Smith. The above are only surnames of passengers, including Fetgich and Galigatovic. 
The very next year, on 14 August 1909, Mustafa Fetagich applied to the Commonwealth of 
Australia for a certificate of naturalization. The file contains a number of naturalization 
documents. 
In the application form, Mustafa said that the worker by profession (Labourer), that lives in 
Mourilyan near Geraldton to the Austrian by birth, that arrived in Australia from New 
Zealand on 6 May 1906 that landed in the port of Sydney, New South Wales that since 
arriving in Australia lived in Mosman near Port Langland 1 year in Mourilyan near Geraldton 
to this day, that is in Australia uninterrupted for at least two years prior to the date of this 
application, that is unmarried, it is not a naturalized citizen or subject of any other 
countries. Also, attached to a certificate signed by Henry Elston, Association of Justice of 
Peace as proof that he is Mustafa known that a person of good reputation. Dated in 
Geraldton on 14 August 1909: The document recognized three manuscripts: the person who 
filled the form, signature of Mustafa Fetagich and Henry Elston. On the back of this form is 
confirmation signed by Elston. 
Behind this document follows the pattern of Statutory Declaration by Mustafa completed 
and signed. Here independently and honestly declares that called Mustafa Fetagich, that is 
27 years old and he was born in Trebinje, 13 March 1882, in the country of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina to the worker by profession and resides in Mourilyan, Geraldton, the state of 
Queensland. 

Then follows an oath of allegiance (Oath of Allegiance) in which Mustafa Fetagich swears to 
be loyal and faithful to His Majesty King Edward VII, His heirs and successors according to 
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law. SO HELP ME GOD! Below Peter MacArthur, Police Magistrate, confirms that this oath 
before him signed on 31 January 1910th 

 
The Certificate of Naturalization of 9 March 1910, the General Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Australia Dudlay, on the advice of the Federal Executive Council awarded 
Mustafa Fetagich, a foreigner born in Trebinje in Bosnia and in the age of twenty-seven 
years Certificate of Naturalization after which the said Mustafa Fetagich awarded all 
POLITICAL and other rights, power and privilege and becomes subject to all the obligations 
which owns BORN British subject or a subject of the Commonwealth. 

 
Document bends much, from which we can see that it is like some identification document 
Mustafa carries with him. 

 
The acknowledgment of receipt of the Certificate of Naturalization no. 9338 of the Secretary 
of the Department of Foreign Affairs with Mustafa's signature is dated 29 March 1910 from 
Mustafa's manuscript can be seen that the points on the "i" and dashes on the letter "t" 
written next to the little letters, which may mean that he was nearing bosančica of the Latin 
alphabet. 

 
Three years later, on the electoral roll Division Herbert (Mourilyan) in Australia in 1913, 
under the number 432 is a registered name: Fetagich, Mustafa, a farmer, (M). 

 
In the register of deaths for Queensland from 1 June 1913, the name: Shaficar Fetagich 
(Sefik Fetahagić) (as my father's name):  inscribed by Mustafa Fetagich, a mother Marma 
Madam. Years of their marriage is not known, but the daughter Shaficar died as a child. 
Another document shows that the Marma Madam died in 1943 (the same year as Mustafa, 
who died as a refugee in Gracanica). 

 

A year after that begins the First World War (1914) and Bosnians in Australia found 
themselves in a difficult position. As subjects of the Austro-Hungarian Empire were 
considered citizens of an enemy country, and my grandfather Mustafa Fetahagić interned in 
a concentration camp, where some internees were also abused. There are indications that 
my grandfather Mustafa, who already had Australian citizenship, voluntarily reported to the 
Australian Army (ANZAC). We know this by the fact that there is a memory that grandfather 
spent some time in Egypt in the Australian military base. 

Grudge towards the few Muslims in Australia has increased after the incident at Broken Hill, 
New South Wales; on 1 January 1915 conflict at Broken Hill was a fatal incident. Two people 
were killed four people and wounded another seven before it liquidated the police and 
army. Although they were politically and religiously motivated, the two men were members 
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of an outlawed army and attack has been declared criminal. They were later identified as 
Muslim Afghans from the British colony of India. 
However, in a file on his grandfather's naturalization standing handwritten request for 
denaturalization of 12 May 1919 (apparently, the manuscript is official), which states: 
"Secretary, Department of Internal Affairs and Territories (Department of Home and 
Territories). John Erceg - M. Fetagich – Denaturalization: Complete file Defence referring to 
correspondence here is enclosed. Denaturalization Erceg and Fetagich are recommended. 
There has to be Fetagich filed for denaturalization, I Trunble, Secretary. " 
 

Here, as signatories of the request for denaturalization mentioned two names: John Erceg 
and M. Fetagich. Perhaps it is this John Erceg same Andrija Erceg who with Mustafa in 
Naples aboard the steamer "Oroya" and together arrived in Sydney, and then the boat 
"Mokoia" in Auckland, New Zealand, on 22 January 1906. It is possible that Mustafa and 
Erceg socialized so that together and liked internment. 

 
From the file Mustafa's most interesting is a document of the Department of the Interior 
and Territories which was written with a typewriter… 

 

MINUTES… 

 
1. Mustafa Fetagich, Austrian, Commonwealth naturalized 1910. 
 

2. Authorities Defence require that he be denaturalized. He was interned and submitted a 
request to be denaturalized in February 1919. 
 

3. "Official records" in a file Defence Department show that Fetagich was President of the 
Society for help internees Slavs. In reality, this Company is used as a cloak for the 
organization of the Austrians in the District of Innisfail. Meetings of the Austrians, and 
naturalized and denaturalized, are often held on his farm, and police, under various 
pretexts, been prevented from access. 
 

4. His own countrymen Fetagich considered completely unfair Union. 
Filed, SS Henander, 26/05/19. " 
 
 

The following document is hand written… 
 
"See the notes in the case of (illegible), but how this man applied for denaturalization 
recommended A. N. 30th 5th 19 (a manuscript). 
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As the applicant sought - denaturalization approved (signature illegible) 6.6.19. (Second 
manuscript). 
Approved by the Executive Council of 6/18/19 (third manuscript) " 
 
From this document you can see many things: Mustafa's request for denaturalization filed in 
February 1919, when he was interned; it can be seen that he was President of the 
Association for the Support internees Slavs (Chairman of the Society to assist interned Slavs), 
and probably because of it, and himself was later interned; police could not come to his 
farm, where frequent meetings were held "Austrians" (Drury thinks this is for Mustafa was a 
tragic misunderstanding, and that the "Austrians" took place at his farm to perform 
prayers); denaturalization procedure is carried express, while Mustafa was in internment. 
 

The file is located Typewriter written confirmation stating… 

 

"THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT I AM A NATURALIZED BRITISH SUBJECT (..............) BUT DESIRE REPATRIATION TO GERMANY 
(AUSTRIA). I THEREFORE APPLY TO BE DENATURALIZED AND DO NOT INTEND TO RETURN TO AUSTRALIA. 
SIGNED AT HOLDSWORTHY THIS SEVENTH DAY OF JULY 1919. 
WITNESS: - W. BONDSBY (INTELLIGENCE OFFICER) 
 

MUSTAFA AS AN INTERNEE IN HOLSWORTHY, AUSTRALIA, 1919… 

 
It is obvious that my grandfather Mustafa Fetahagic 19 August 1919 as internee in 
Holsworthy filed for denaturalization and repatriation to Austria. We do not know exactly 
when and how Mustafa arrived in Egypt, but we know for sure that he spent some time 
there, but we do not know in what capacity. It is home to Mostaci from Egypt brought a 
record player, a pocket watch, Cirak, binoculars and some other items that have long kept 
his children. Shortly after arriving in Mostaci, Mustafa is married, and his first daughter, my 
mother, was born in November 1921. 

Mustafa was soon in Brcko passed the examination for the Imam, and the Masjid in Mostaći 
served. Approaching the Second World War Mustafa for his views became the target of 
nationalist threats in Trebinje, and in 1942 fled to Gracanica. Here is the other refugees 
from Trebinje took refuge in a mosque Gracanica, where he continued to serve as an imam. 
However, the first cold Bosnian winter with poor housing conditions and food came swirling 
and he moved on March 12, 1943, the day before his 61st birthday. He was buried next to 
the mosque. Many times I have travelled to Gracanica seeking his grave or any trace or 
memory of his stay in Gracanica. 

In the war I once with Nijaz Durakovic came to Gracanica in the front line tour and the 
municipality we had a meeting with civil authorities. While Nijaz upstairs sitting with the 
locals, I descended to the ground floor in the home office and in the books quickly found his 
grandfather's name and the date of death 12. 3. 1943. However, in the book it says that he 
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died at the age of 53, which is understandable when someone from acquaintances gave this 
information after his death. In search of his grandfather's grave, to me alone with his uncle, 
Murat was in Gracanica in 2005. We went into a small mosque on the hill which they told us 
to call Ciriska mosques. There we go first, because the mother of Sayyid had used to say 
something like “I think he was Imam in the mosque on the hill”. An elderly neighbour in the 
house next to the mosque could not remember anything about war refugees from 
Herzegovina. In the White mosque we met an elderly man who knew by heart the name and 
address of every imam of the White Mosque since sometime before World War II he was in 
the religious school, or grandfather Mustafa was not heard. He told us that they were more 
colourful mosque, mosques and mosques in Drafnici Lipa. One of these mosques in Tito's 
time was demolished for the construction of the access road to Gracanica from Tuzla. 

 
In the municipality, we took a copy of the death certificate of his grandfather Mustafa. 
There was a friendly clerk who had some connection with Herzegovina. She told us that their 
register of deaths after the war in 1945 occurred so that the prescribed death certificates of 
the Islamic community, because by then this book led to religious institutions (this is a book 
called: Register of deceased Muslims, sindžilli- vefijat). The Islamic community, 
unfortunately, we quickly found that they have a book a few years before and after 1943, 
and that book from 1943 missing. In these books is replaced and place of burial, and we 
were hoping that we would learn more. 

 

The fate of the other eleven Trebinje, first Bosnians in New Zealand, could be the same way 
to trace. Tahir Hadžović (1880-1911) died at the age of 31, just seven years after 1904, left 
his Trebinje. Ahmet Galijatović, according to the book of births, deaths and marriages for 
Queensland, died at the age of 51 (1877-1928). In a status statement when applying for 
naturalization in 1914, Ahmet as a place of birth stated Tarbajn (Trebinje?), Hertzogovina 
died in Austria. From these two examples we can see that the first Bosnians to New Zealand 
and Australia have not had an easy life. 

 
We do not know exactly when Ahmet Fetahagic (1865-1933) returned to Trebinje, but we 
know that after he married the first of six children started in 1919. From Australia brought 
the wall clock that says it is manufactured in the United States and engraved date of 
manufacture (16.6.1882). The casing is made of rosewood. Sat and now works and is kept 
by his grandson Ahmet. 

 
The Cairns Post newspaper in its issue of 28 June 1929 in the small ads posted an ad with 
the following contents: "WANTED Buy Fruit and Vegetables; any amount, prices on trucks, 
Coombs and Fetagich, Mourilyan." (DEMAND Buy Fruits and Vegetables; any amount, cost 
loaded on a truck, Coombs and Fetagich, Mourilyan.)  
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This Fetagich here is probably the brother of Mustafa Abdullah (Avdo, Avdaga) Fetahagić 
that in Trebinje returned in 1947 and died ten years later. I vividly remember from your early 
childhood staying in Mostaći with grandmother during the summer holidays, where we 
spent time on Trebišnjici with Fetahagić round or keeping a cow or Sense. Adzo Avdaga to 
horses, when the eagle in Mostaći, commanded in English and gave them the name of a 
horse that had there, Bob and Dhaka. 
 
But it seems that the fate of my grandfather Mustafa was exuberant. 

 

INTERNMENT… 

 

The largest internment camp in Australia for the First World War was in Holsworthy, near 
Liverpool in Sydney suburb. The camp had between 4,000 and 5,000 internees, mostly from 
Austria-Hungary, then the staff of German companies who are temporarily living in 
Australia, crew boats caught in Australian ports, and naturalized and native Australians of 
German origin. The prisoners were interned without trial, often without knowing what their 
"crime" and without the knowledge of their families. Some of the camps were taken to 
other Australian states where they were imprisoned at the beginning of the war. Many in 
Western Australia, who were employed in the mines of gold around the town of Kalgoorlie, 
originally were from countries of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, such as Serbia and Croatia. 
About 700 of these internees were naturalized British subjects, 70 were native Australians. 
Despite this, many of the internees were deported after the war to Germany. 
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HOLSWORTHY INTERNMENT CAMP 

 

 
 

LIVERPOOL INTERNMENT CAMP 1914 – 1918 POST CARD. DUBOTZKI COLLECTION, GERMANY. 
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HOLSWORTHY INTERNMENT CAMP, C.1915. DUBOTZKI COLLECTION, GERMANY 
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JOHAN (JOHN) ERCEG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

ABOVE: TITLE: ERCEG, JOHN CATEGORY: PHOTOGRAPH FORMAT: B&W PRINT STATUS: PRESERVATION MATERIAL 

CONTENTS RANGE 01 AUG 1914 - 31 DEC 1921 SERIES NUMBER  D3597 

 

Note: The following certificates requesting denaturalization for John Erceg and M. Fetagich. 
It would appear that this John Erceg is the same as Andrija Erceg who with Mustafa boarded 
the steamer Oroya in Naples and together arrived in Sydney. Then by the boat Mokoia to 
Auckland, New Zealand, on 22 January 1906. It is possible that Mustafa and Erceg socialized 
together and were in internment together. 
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A1 1919/6435 

John Erceg 

Naturalization 

Access status: 

Open 

Location: 

Canberra 1909 - 1919 

 

 

37601 

 

 PP14/1 5/2/134 

Erceg John 

Access status: Open 

Location: Perth 

circa1915 - 

circa1920 

  

750878 

 

 A12217 L8482  

Gilja Erceg and John 

Christian Thiele - gold mining 

lease Kalgoorlie WA 

Access status: Open 

Location: Canberra 

1944 - 

1944 

  

5454489 

 

 A261 1927/791 

Applicant - ERCEG John; 

Nominee - MILJAK Ljubica; 

MATIC Mijo; nationality 

Yugoslavian 

Access status: Open 

Location: Canberra 

1927 - 

1927 

  

7603843 

 

 A261 1927/792 

Applicant - ERCEG John; 

Nominee - RADALJ Ante; 

nationality Yugoslavian 

Access status: Open 

Location: Canberra 

1927 - 

1927 

  

7603844 

 

 A261 1926/602 

Applicant - ERCEG John; 

Nominee - ERCEG YOKOV; 

nationality Yugoslavian 

Access status: Open 

Location: Canberra 

1926 - 

1926 

  

7612519 

 

 A261 1928/423 

Applicant - ERCEG John; 

Nominee - KATIC Joze; 

nationality Yugoslavian 

1928 - 

1928 

  

8165926 

 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=37601&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=37601
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=750878&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=5454489&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=7603843&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=7603844&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=7612519&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=8165926&isAv=N
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Access status: Open 

Location: Canberra 

 A261 1929/289 

Applicant - ERCEG John; 

Nominee - RAKIC Mate; 

nationality Yugoslavian 

Access status: Open 

Location: Canberra 

1929 - 

1929 

  

8189174 

 

 A261 1929/290 

Applicant - ERCEG John; 

Nominee - MILJAK Ljubica; 

nationality Yugoslavian 

Access status: Open 

Location: Canberra 

1929 - 

1929 

  

8189175 

 

 D3597 5578 

TITLE: ERCEG, John 

CATEGORY: photograph 

FORMAT: b&w print 

STATUS: preservation 

material 

Access status: Open 

Location: Adelaide 

1914 - 

1921 

 

 

200964517 

 

 

rom: Andrija Erceg, [Settler], Maropiu Date: 
16 December 1911 Subject: Memorial for 

naturalisation 
ORDER 

DETAILS » 

 

1911 1912 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office [record 

group] 

   Wgtn 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=8189174&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=8189175&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=200964517&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=200964517
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24822983
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24822983
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AVDO FETAGICH 
 
 

FETAHAGIC AVDO. MR    PASSENGER 3RD CLASS JUNE 15 1905 – FELAJIC, OSMAN – ARATAPU RIDING LICENCE NUMBER 241 
JUNE 23 1906 – FETOVOGICH, ARDE – KAIHU RIDING LICENCE NUMBER 327 
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NOTES FOR OTHERS… 

 

 Agladick Immigration 1909 

Sydney, 

New 

Zealand 
    

Labourers and 

Domestics   
Mokoia 

Aucklan

d  

190

9 
                                 Sydney 

Auckland 

 

 

Luta

Tolic  
 21 Nov 1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

     

Zealandia  
Sydney  

  

Aucklan

d  

        

Sydney  

 
Mohamed Copin  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  

 
A Galjatovic  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  

 
Osman Jetalagie  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  

 
S Muharem  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  

 
Z Budalica  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  

 
O Haggiahmetsric  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  

 
A Jetalzic  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  

 
A Jetalzic  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  

 
S Hagjiahmetovic  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  

 
C Hadrovic  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  

 
Muho Roco  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  
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W A Pringle  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  
       

Zealandia  
Sydne

y    

Aucklan

d  
Sydney  

 
W Anderson  Immigration  

21 Nov 

1904  

Auckland, 

New 

Zealand  

             

 

 

> From: Wendy Goldsmith <Wendy.Goldsmith@dia.govt.nz> 

> Subject: Archives enquiry 

> I have looked at the 

> Dargaville Magistrates Court civil record book [Archives 

> reference: BADC 10765/2b] from September 1906 to September 1907, but 

> none of the names you gave are mentioned there.  I also looked at the 

> Dargaville Magistrates Court criminal record book [Archives 

> reference: BADC 10763/3a] from September 1906 to September 1907, but 

> none of the names you gave are mentioned there either.  There are 

> cases relating to digging for Kauri gum without a licence, sometimes 

> the fact that witnesses were called is mentioned, but no witnesses 

> names are given.  I checked the 1907 copy letters from the letter book 

> [Archives reference: BADC 10787/1a], but nothing about your names, 

> with or without their fezes. 

> The following information 

> is from the kauri gum license registers: 

> [Archives reference: ZAAP 

> A473/268] 

> Page 53: 

> Licence number 234 – 

> June 15 1905 – Hadgovic, Lahir – Aratapu Riding Licence number 235 – 

> June 15 1905 – Budalica, Zaim – Aratapu Riding Licence number 236 – 

> June 15 1905 – Falajic, Armat – Aratapu Riding Licence number 238 – 

> June 15 1905 – Galujativic, Ahmet – Aratapu Riding Licence number 239 

> – June 15 1905 – Felajic, Osman – Aratapu Riding Licence number 241 – 

mailto:Wendy.Goldsmith@dia.govt.nz
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> June 15 1905 – Hadriakmetovic, O – Aratapu Riding Page 54: 

> Licence number 242 – 

> June 15 1905 – Hadriakmetovic, Salko – Aratapu Riding Page 106: 

> Licence number 357 – 

> December 14 1904 – Hadgovic, Lahir – Aratapu Riding 

> [Archives reference: ZAAP 

> A473/269] 

> Page 8: 

> Licence number 161 – May 

> 5 1906 – Roko, Prosper – Aratapu Riding Licence number 162 – May 

> 5 1906 – Roko, Luka – Aratapu Riding 

> Page 9: 

> Licence number 306 – 

> June 11 1906 – Jelas, Anthony – Kopuru Riding Page 10: 

> Licence number 326 – 

> June 23 1906 – Fetovogich, Arde – Kaihu Riding Licence number 327 – 

> June 23 1906 – Fetovogich, Ohmet – Kaihu Riding Licence number 328 – 

> June 23 1906 – Fetovogich, Mustappa – Kaihu Riding Licence number 329 

> June 23 1906 – Galyatovick, Ahmet – Kaihu Riding Page 18: 

> Licence number 176 – 

> March 2 1907 – Hadriakmetovich, O – Kaihu Riding Licence number 177 – 

> March 2 1907 – Hadriakmetovich, Salko – Kaihu Riding 

> Not much information in 

> these registers (the men in register 269 are all recorded as paying 

> one pound for their licences – register 268 does not record the 

> payments), but I hope they help confirm some of the names you are 

> researching. 

> 95 Richard Pearse 

> Drive, Mangere | PO Box 201 103, Auckland Airport, Manukau 2150, New 

> Zealand | 

>  www.archives.govt.nz 

http://www.archives.govt.nz/
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From: [Owen Gaze], Secretary, Maropiu Racing Club, 

Maropiu [Dargaville] Date: 10 February 1890 
Subject: For permission to use totalisator on 21 

March [1890] 
ORDER 

DETAILS » 

 

1890 1890 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Ernest George Ruwolt, Kai-Iwe, Maropiu 
[Dargaville] Date: 16 June 1894 Subject: Memorial 

for Naturalisation 
ORDER 

DETAILS » 

 

1894 1894 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Peter Anderson, Gum digger [Finland] 
Maropiu Date: 26 July 1899 Subject: Memorial for 

naturalisation 
ORDER 

DETAILS » 

 

1899 1899 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Fredrick Bos, Maropiu Date: 24 April 1903 
Subject: Memorial for naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1903 1903 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Andrew Schuld, Maropiu, Auckland Date: 5 
February 1906 Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1906 1906 

Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Ivan Delich, Maropiu Date: 15 August 1908 
Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1908 1908 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Lovro Sumich, Maropiu Date: 5 September 

1908 Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation 
ORDER 

DETAILS » 

 

1908 1908 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 

[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Ante Sumich, Maropiu Date: 5 September 
1908 Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1908 1908 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Ivan Sumich, Maropiu Date: 3 October 1908 
Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1908 1954 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Maropiu Racing Club, Maropiu, Dargaville 

Date: 19 February 1910 Subject: For permit for race 
meeting 1st January 1911 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1910 1910 

Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Ante Zegura, Maropiu Date: 20 August 1910 
Subject: Memorial for naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1910 1910 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Donko Bakalich, Maropiu Date: 20 August 

1910 Subject: Memorial for naturalisation 
ORDER 

DETAILS » 

 

1910 1910 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Domenik Mihaljevich, Maropiu Date: 3 
September 1910 Subject: Memorial for 

naturalisation 
ORDER 

DETAILS » 

 

1910 1910 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Frank Lendich, Maropiu Date: 3 December 
1910 Subject: Memorial for naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1910 1910 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24849532
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24849532
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24762220
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24762220
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24925668
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24925668
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24856013
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24856013
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24775101
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24775101
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24773574
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24773574
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24773674
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24773674
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24773675
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24773675
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24773885
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24773885
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24857526
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24857526
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858426
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858426
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858427
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858427
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858491
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858491
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858910
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858910
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From: Marco Lendich, Maropiu Date: 3 December 
1910 Subject: Memorial for naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1910 1910 

Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Marko Begovich, Maropiu Date: 3 December 
1910 Subject: Memorial for naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1910 1910 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Jure Lendich, Maropiu Date: 3 December 

1910 Subject: Memorial for naturalisation 
ORDER 

DETAILS » 

 

1910 1910 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Andrija Erceg,[Settler], Maropiu Date: 16 

December 1911 Subject: Memorial for 
naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1911 1912 

Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 
[record group] 

   Wgtn 

From: A Beloch, Maropiu Date: 6 April 1912 
Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1912 1912 
Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office 

[record group] 

   Wgtn 

 

 

MARINERS AND SHIPS IN AUSTRALIAN WATERS 
 
 

BARBAROSSA 
 

OF BREMEN, F. MENTZ, MASTER, BURTHEN 6521/10915 TONS FROM THE PORT OF BREMEN VIA MELBOURNE TO SYDNEY, 
NEW SOUTH WALES, 12 TH NOVEMBER 1904 

 
http://marinersandships.com.au/1904/11/061bar.htm 

MARINERS AND SHIPS IN AUSTRALIAN WATERS 

BARBAROSSA 

OF BREMEN, F. MENTZ, MASTER, BURTHEN 6521/10915 TONS 
FROM THE PORT OF BREMEN VIA MELBOURNE TO SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES, 12TH NOVEMBER 1904 

Surname Given name Station Age Of what Nation Status Comments 

MENTZ F. MASTER     CREW   

MEYER CARL 1ST OFFICER 39 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

OHLROGGE WILH 2ND OFFICER 38 BREMEN CREW   

SCHONAU GEORG 2ND OFFICER 30 BREMEN CREW   

HOVERS BERNH. 3RD OFFICER 32 BURGHAM CREW   

MENGE CARL 3RD OFFICER 26 HANNOVER CREW   

FELDMAIER HUGO ASSISTANT 27 ? CREW   

FLECK CARL 1ST BOATSWAIN 44 LEHE CREW   

SCHWARZ THEOD. 2ND BOATSWAIN 40 NEU PALOW CREW   

FLUGGER FRIEDR. 1ST CARPENTER 38 VEGESACK CREW   

BORKENHAGEN MAX 2ND CARPENTER 32 LIEGENORT ? CREW   

https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858911
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858911
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858912
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858912
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858913
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24858913
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24822983
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24822983
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24800387
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24800387
http://marinersandships.com.au/1904/11/061bar.htm
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GREFENKAMP CLEM QUARTER MASTER 49 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

OELLRICH DIEDR. QUARTER MASTER 31 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

STOSCH WALDEM QUARTER MASTER 23 STADE CREW   

TROJAN MART. QUARTER MASTER 24 CHARLOTTENBURG CREW   

ROCKFASCHEL ERNST SAILMAKER 26 DANZIG CREW   

BEHRENDT RUD. A. B. 39 NIEDERING CREW   

GULWUCH WILH. A. B. 29 GORLITZ CREW   

WIBBEN FRIEDR. A. B. 28 NEULEHE CREW   

TUK AUG. A. B. 29 DUREN CREW   

MAKIES AUG. A. B. 28   CREW   

OELTJEN HERM. A. B. 31 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

PAPENFUSS ALB. A. B. 30 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

VAN DER PUTTEN HEINR. A. B. 28 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

PLOK RICH. A. B. 27 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

RAMM ROB. A. B. 26 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

RENKEN JOH. A. B. 26 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

RENNEWANZ GEORG. A. B. 24 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

SCHOCKMOHL ANT. A. B. 23 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

SCHOCKMOHL JOH. A. B. 26 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

TAPE EILORT A. B. 28 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

WENDT ALBT. A. B. 29 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

BUSS HINR. O. S. 19 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

GREFENKAMP CLEM O. S. 20 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

MENZEL RUD. O. S. 17 BREMEN CREW   

SCHONEFELD ERNST O. S. 18 BREMEN CREW   

SCHNEITHORST GERH. O. S. 18 BREMEN CREW   

WITT HEINR. O. S. 17 BREMEN CREW   

BEHRENS OTTO BOY 16 BOKEL CREW   

DREYER AUG. BOY 16 BOKEL CREW   

DUBBERKE EMIL BOY 17 WULSDORF CREW   

HESSE HEINR. BOY 18 WULSDORF CREW   

KLUVER WILH. PORTER 48 WULSDORF CREW   

PAUTZEN PETER   36 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

STABENOW JOS. 1ST ENGINEER 49 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

LAMSBACH AUG. 2ND ENGINEER 32 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

SCHNEIDER WILH. 3RD ENGINEER 29 BREMEN CREW   

KOCH HUGO 3RD ENGINEER 28 LAUENBURG CREW   

ARNOLD RICH. 4TH ENGINEER 26 SUDENBURG CREW   

HARTIG WILH. 4TH ENGINEER 26 WILHELMSHAVEN CREW   

EINTS HEINR. 4TH ENGINEER 25 BREMEN CREW   

DEMETER HERM. ASSISTANT 23 BREMEN CREW   

GRABJEN JOH. ASSISTANT 24 BREMEN CREW   
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LOHMANN HERM. ASSISTANT 21 BREMEN CREW   

BADER JUL. ELECTRICIAN 32 BREMEN CREW   

HOWALLICK PAUL   26 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

RIEMER ED.   28 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

BENKERT JOS. OILER 29 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

DORING PAUL OILER 31 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

GUSE MAX OILER 29 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

HINRICHS ERNST OILER 33 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

HACKMANN RUD. OILER 28 BREMEN CREW   

SCHILDT OTTO OILER 32 BREMEN CREW   

TIASE HEN. STOREKEEPER 28 WEILBURG CREW   

HAUSMANN JOH. CHIEF FIREMAN 31 BERLIN CREW   

WUBNER ALEX. CHIEF FIREMAN 23 BERLIN CREW   

KAMMEYER DIEDR. CHIEF FIREMAN 34 BERLIN CREW   

BOLLER HEINR. FIREMAN 27 DANZIG CREW   

BOHLE HEINR. FIREMAN 28 DANZIG CREW   

BIER AUG. FIREMAN 26 DANZIG CREW   

BLUME AUG. FIREMAN 29   CREW   

CONSENTINS OTTO FIREMAN 32 BREMEN CREW   

DREWS FRANK FIREMAN 29 BREMEN CREW   

GRAB JOHS. FIREMAN 31 BREMEN CREW   

HERBECK CARL FIREMAN 25 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

JUST PAUL FIREMAN 28 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

KUBIAK ANDR. FIREMAN 32 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

LUBKE PAUL FIREMAN 34 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

LOHBRAND OTTO FIREMAN 25 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

MARTINS HEINR. FIREMAN 24 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

NISSEL WILH. FIREMAN 28 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

PAULIG WILH. FIREMAN 29 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

REESE PAUL FIREMAN 26 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

REGENER ANDR. FIREMAN 28 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

SCHRAMM HERM. FIREMAN 33 BERLIN CREW   

HEINMANN FRIEDR. FIREMAN 29 BERLIN CREW   

STEINGASS MAX FIREMAN 28 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

STATJES GEORG. FIREMAN 34 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

SCHWEIDT GUST. FIREMAN 31 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

THIEDIGK OTTO FIREMAN 22 BREMEN CREW   

ZIMMERMANN AUG. FIREMAN 26 WULSDORF CREW   

BACH JOH. TRIMMER 28 WULSDORF CREW   

FABER THEOD. TRIMMER 24 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

GEBAUER MAX TRIMMER 27 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

HERGET HANS TRIMMER 22 BREMERHAVEN CREW   
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JACOBLEWSKI JOH. TRIMMER 22 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

KAPSER MAX TRIMMER 31 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

LUTZKINDORF HERM. TRIMMER 34 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

MEIER CARL TRIMMER 28 MUNCHEN CREW   

PAPKE HEINR. TRIMMER 26 MUNCHEN CREW   

PAFSCHULST GUST. TRIMMER 32 DRESDEN CREW   

RABOWSKI OTTO TRIMMER 27 BERLIN CREW   

REICHMANN BRUNO TRIMMER 29 BERLIN CREW   

SCHALLER CHR. TRIMMER 22 DANZIG CREW   

SCHULZ GUST. TRIMMER 29 DANZIG CREW   

SIEGFRIED MICH. TRIMMER 29 BREMEN CREW   

TAUSENDFREUND ARTH. TRIMMER 24 BREMEN CREW   

VIERBEL PAUL TRIMMER 29 BREMEN CREW   

WOITKE CARL TRIMMER 26 BREMEN CREW   

LACHER WALTER TRIMMER 29 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

DIETSCHMANN WILLY FIREMAN 24 GENNA CREW   

STEDE     38 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

AHRENS AD.   28 BREMEN CREW   

DUNDABSCHECK ? PAUL CHIEF COOK 34 BREMEN CREW   

LOOTS ARN. 2ND COOK 32 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

ROLOFF CARL COOK 29 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

LOHMANN ALB. COOK 26 BERLIN CREW   

ZOLLNER ALFR. COOK 28 BERLIN CREW   

MARDE BERNH. COOK 33 BERLIN CREW   

GOLDSTEIN ERICH COOK 24 BERLIN CREW   

SCHNELLINGER JOS. CONFECTIONER 35 DANZIG CREW   

WALBRECHT RUD.   24 DRESDEN CREW   

HEITLAND HEINR. 1ST STEAM COOK 41 DRESDEN CREW   

CASKER FRIEDR. 2ND STEAM COOK 28 DRESDEN CREW   

CORDING DIEDR. 1ST BAKER 37 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

BRIMNER GEORG. 2ND BAKER 36 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

MEYERHOLZ JOH. 3RD BAKER 22 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

GROBEL HERM. PROV. STEWARD 36 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

NAGEL RICH. 1ST BUTCHER 30 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

HEITMANN JOH. 2ND BUTCHER 29 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

HARRLE HEINR. SCULLERYMAN 28 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

HENTSCHEL AFR. SCULLERYMAN 26 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

HIELSCHER WILH. SCULLERYMAN 22 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

KELLOR PAUL SCULLERYMAN 22 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

RETTIG HENRY SCULLERYMAN 27 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

TICH ERWIN SCULLERYMAN 19 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

KLEIN WILH. CHIEF STEWARD 50 BREMERHAVEN CREW   
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WOLK WILH 2ND STEWARD 32 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

POHL AUG. 2ND STEWARD 24 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

BIEMULLER PHIL. 1ST PANTRYMAN 36 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

PRULL HERM. 2ND PANTRYMAN 24 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

DEMPWOLF CARL PANTRY 
ASSISTANT 

22 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

JASPENS HEINR. PANTRY 
ASSISTANT 

19 WULSDORF CREW   

PAULS HERM. PANTRY 
ASSISTANT 

21 WULSDORF CREW   

STIEGLUTZ PAUL PANTRY 
ASSISTANT 

23 HAMBURG CREW   

DEURING WILH. SCULLERYMAN 22 DRESDEN CREW   

GALLERF FRANTZ SCULLERYMAN 21 DRESDEN CREW   

KRETLOW ALB. SCULLERYMAN 27 DANZIG CREW   

LEUTZ HEIN. SCULLERYMAN 24 DANZIG CREW   

GRAHL PAUL BARBER 36 WILHELMSHAVEN CREW   

GUNTHER CAROLINE STEWARDESS 52 WILHELMSHAVEN CREW   

MUMMENTHEY LUISE STEWARDESS 44 CASSEL CREW   

SCHAUMANN ADELE STEWARDESS 43 CASSEL CREW   

WOLFGARDT   STEWARDESS 39 LEHE CREW   

WARUKE GRETE STEWARDESS 3RD 
CLASS 

48 AHLEN CREW   

BOTTCHER ALWYN STEWARD 26 EINBECK CREW   

BRAUN GOTTFR. STEWARD 23 BERLIN CREW   

DAINGEL GEORG STEWARD 23 BERLIN CREW   

EINERS RUD. STEWARD 21 BREMEN CREW   

EGGERT WILLY STEWARD 19 BREMEN CREW   

FISCHER HEINR. STEWARD 28 NUREMBERG CREW   

FELLER RUD. STEWARD 20 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

HARTLOFF CARL STEWARD 30 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

HORENKOHL LUDW. STEWARD 21 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

JANSSEN HERM. STEWARD 24 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

JUNGMANN PAUL STEWARD 23 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

KRAUSE FRIEDR. STEWARD 26 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

KIMERT OTTO STEWARD 27 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

KLOSTERKAMP ENGELB. STEWARD 23 BERLIN CREW   

KRUGEL ARTHUR STEWARD 18 BERLIN CREW   

LOHMANN CARL STEWARD 18 BREMEN CREW   

LIPPOLD FRANZ STEWARD 19 BREMEN CREW   

MACHELEIT ARTH. STEWARD 21 BREMEN CREW   

MATTHESIUS CARL STEWARD 36 BREMEN CREW   

MEYER HEINR. STEWARD 31 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

KRUSCHEL LUDW. STEWARD 31 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   



~ 59 ~ 

 

NIEMANN JUL. STEWARD 18 DRESDEN CREW   

NIEMANN JOH. STEWARD 22 ALTONA CREW   

OERTEL FRANZ STEWARD 22 ALTONA CREW   

OCHSE FRDR. STEWARD 18 HAMBURG CREW   

PIEHL AD. STEWARD 19 HAMBURG CREW   

ROESE FRDR. STEWARD 23 AHLEN CREW   

RUDLOFF CARL STEWARD 26 CASSEL CREW   

RIECHER HERM. STEWARD 24   CREW   

SEUFF WILLY STEWARD 25   CREW   

SEATZ PAUL STEWARD 28   CREW   

SCHULZ CARL STEWARD 19   CREW   

STEINGER PAUL STEWARD 19 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

TIMM JOHS. STEWARD 24 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

UTERMOHLEN WILH. STEWARD 32 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

WERNER HEINR. STEWARD 31 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

WISCHNEWSKI HERM. STEWARD 26 BREMEN CREW   

WILHARM CARL STEWARD 23 BREMEN CREW   

MITTLOHNER JOH. STEWARD 23 BREMEN CREW   

KRAUSE CARL STEWARD 21 BREMEN CREW   

DETHERN FRDR. STEWARD 24 HAMBURG CREW   

HINTZ RUD. STEWARD 27 HAMBURG CREW   

KUMPFER CARL STEWARD 31 HAMBURG CREW   

OTTO AUG. STEWARD 29 HAMBURG CREW   

PARCHE CARL STEWARD 32 ALTONA CREW   

ULLRICH ERNST STEWARD 37 BERLIN CREW   

BECKHAUS FRDR. STEWARD 34 WULSDORF CREW   

MOHR CHR. STEWARD 28 WULSDORF CREW   

WISCHNEWSKI GUST. 2ND STEWARD 
3RD CLASS 

26 BREMERHAVEN CREW   

BARKOWSKI FRDR. STEWARD 3RD 
CLASS 

23 GEESTEMUNDE CREW   

KOCH RUD. STEWARD 3RD 
CLASS 

19 BREMEN CREW   

PENNING PAUL STEWARD 3RD 
CLASS 

26 BREMEN CREW   

WAUSNER ERNST STEWARD 3RD 
CLASS 

27 BREMEN CREW   

WISCHHUSEN GEORG STEWARD 3RD 
CLASS 

24 BREMEN CREW   

GERDES GEORG STEWARD 3RD 
CLASS 

21   CREW   

BEHMKE HELENE WASHWOMAN 30 DANZIG CREW   

LANGHEIM WILHELMINE WASHWOMAN 32 DANZIG CREW   

HAMELBERG THEOD. PANTRYMAN 3RD 
CLASS 

26 DANZIG CREW   

BENN EMIL STEWARD 3RD 22   CREW   
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CLASS 

SAVOI FRANZ STEWARD 3RD 
CLASS 

28   CREW   

KOOK R STEWARD 3RD 
CLASS 

25   CREW   

LANDOLT FERD. STEWARD 3RD 
CLASS 

19   CREW   

LHOEST LEONHARD 
R. 

MR     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

WOLTERHOFF R MR     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

LUDOWICI T. C. MR     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

KEBBEL W. M. MR     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

KEBBEL W. M. MRS     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

DEARY P. MR     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

DEARY P. MRS     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

DEARY CHILD 1       PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

DEARY CHILD 2       PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

DEARY CHILD 3       PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

SMITH T. M. MR     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

SMITH   MRS     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

BROWN   MISS     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

BAUMANN   MR     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

BAUMANN   MRS     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

BRANDT   MR     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

BRANDT   MRS     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

CALLAGHAN T. M. MR     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

CALLAGHAN T. M. MRS     PASSENGER 1ST CLASS 

WACHTER B. MISS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

WACHTER FREDERIC MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

REIMANN THERESE MISS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

FUNK T. C. MRS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

FUNK MARG. MISS - CHILD     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

FUNK H. MISS - CHILD     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

HEES CHAS. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

HEES   MRS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

FFRENCH E. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

EDMONDS F. J. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

EDMONDS L. J. MISS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

BOILEAU G. J. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

BOILEAU   MRS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

GOTLEY J. W. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

GOTLEY   MRS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

SQUIRES GEO. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

SQUIRES   MRS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 
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MCALPINE JOHN MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

NEWLAND-
FLETCHER 

  MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

FLETCHER MARJORY MISS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

CHPMAN B. H. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

MAYERS CHAS. MRS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

BURY H. A. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

EUSON S. A. MRS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

BURY   MISS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

EWENS J. H. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

FOX   MRS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

FUNK TH. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

GROTH J. A. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

HAWKES W. J. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

DAWNSON J. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

ASCA C. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

ROSS W. S. DR.     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

ROSS   MASTER     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

ADOLFF E. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

DUTHIE J. A. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

SMITH J. M. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

MILNE-WALKER R. DR.     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

MILNE-WALKER   MRS     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

KING W. MR     PASSENGER 2ND CLASS 

SCHLEICH JOHN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

FUTTERER PAUL MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

BANDEROB CLAUS MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

BITTELMAYER JACOB MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PETERSON MARIE MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

OLSEN LOUISE MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

OLSEN OTTO MASTER     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

THEUNE OTTO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

WINZER LIDLY MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

WINZER IRENE MISS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

WINZER BELLA MISS - CHILD     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

WINZER ADAM MASTER - CHILD     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LANGER WILLY MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LANDHERR CHR. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LUKS EMILIE MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

DAVIS J. L. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

TURPIN E. J. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

KOCK H. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

HERDISTY H. M. MISS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 
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PARTRIDGE ELLEN MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PORTER F. AMELIA MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

DISERENS CONSTANT MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PATERSON A. MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PATERSON   MASTER     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

THOMAS CHAS. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

DONALD GEO. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

EYRE   MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

KEENAN JAMES MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

MCCARM PATRICK MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ANDRWS GEORGE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PAGE JOHN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ROBERTS FRANK MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

GODLEY FRANK MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

GILHING ERNST MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

BOYD H. W. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PRINGLE W. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

CORRINGHAM W. B. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

CORRINGHAM   MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

CORRINGHAM B. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

CORRINGHAM E. MISS - CHILD     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

JAMES J. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

COTTON M. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

DUNFORD J. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LEDHRY M. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

HOUSTON J. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

SMITH THOMAS MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

HARRISON J. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

HARRISON   MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

O'CONNELL KATE MISS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

AYERS EDUARD MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

RAMSEY J. C. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

RAMSEY LISSY MISS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

RAMSEY GODDEN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

THOMSON W. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

THOMSON   MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

HUSLER J. B. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

SORRELL L. W. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

THOMSON H. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

JOHNSTON CHAS. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ADAMS ALEXANDER MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

YARGUS ? SUSANNE MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 
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ATKINSON JOHN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

SEAMAN FANNY MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

CARLOO   MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

CARLOO   MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

RINDERLI ADOLF MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

HAMBURGER ALICE MISS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

AUBERSON J. E. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

GAGLIARDI GUERECIA MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

TRUDA ETTORE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

DI TRAIN MATTIA MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

TRUDA ROSINE MISS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

VITA DOMENICA MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

VITA GIOVANNI MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

VITA MICHELE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

DUHOVIDE GIOVANNI MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

DUHOVIDE MATTEO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

GILHING   MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PAVO STEFANO C. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

KATIC NATE DI 
ANTE 

MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

BUSELIC MATE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ANTEMOVIC JOZO IVAN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

JUJINVICIE IVAN ANTIN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ANTEMOVIC JOZOQUE 
ANTE 

MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ANTEMOVIC MATE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PEODRE ANTE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

RAVLIC MATE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

BEGANIC LUKA MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

RAVLIC MIJA MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ANTEMOVIC JOZOQUE 
IVAN 

MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ANTEMOVIC JOZIN MATIN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ORSULIC IVAN ANTIN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

MIOCEVIC ANTE 
MARKAR 

MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

TADIJA BENO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ANTEMOVIC IVAN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

VUJCIC JERKO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ANTEMOVIC ANTE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

MAYSTROVIC TOZA MATIN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

BOKSIC IVAN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

JUJNOVIC ILYA JOZIN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

MAYSTROVIC MIJA MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 
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PIVAC ANTE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

KATIC MATE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

KATAIRIC MATE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

KATAIRIC MARKO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

BOKSIC IVAN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

MAYSTROVIC JUNE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

DUPORT STEFANO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PECAR MATO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

KOSOLIC NIKOLA MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

IVICEVIC CIRIL MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ANTEMOVIC LUKA MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

JERKO POSA MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

TARAC JURO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

SAGHEDIN ANTON MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

BRANOTOVIC ANTON MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PERVAN IVAN STYAN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

IVICEVIC BOZIC MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PIVAC ANTE 
MACKOW 

MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

SPAHOVIC MAHARON MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 
Alt. HUHAREM 

JELAS ANTE MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

TERVAN IVAN STIPIN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

FETAHAGIC AVDO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

CAPIN MEHMED MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

FETAGAGIC AHMED MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 
Alt. FETAHAGIC 

HAGUAHMETOVIC SALKO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 
Alt. 
Hadžiahmetoviæ 

HADZOWIC JAHIR MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

BUDALICA ZAIM MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

HAGJIAHMETOVIC OMAR MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 
Alt. 
Hadžiahmetoviæ 

GAGLIJATOIRE AHMET MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 
Alt. AHMED 

SIMIC FILIP MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

VITLE MARJIAN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PASALIC FRANK MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

PASALIC TAKOO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

VALIC LUTWIJA MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

FETAHAGIC OSMAN MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ROCA MUHO MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LEOKIDE V. H. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LEOKIDE   MRS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 
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LEOKIDE MARGARETE       PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LEOKIDE CANIANO       PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LEOKIDE APOSTALE CHILD     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LEOKIDE PENELOPE CHILD     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LEOKIDE JANKO CHILD     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LEOKIDE MARIE CHILD     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

LEOKIDE CHRISTO       PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

SALEH ISAB ABDUL MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

ATTALAH N. K. MR     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

BARKER M. MISS     PASSENGER 3RD CLASS 

OVEN J. W. MR     PASSENGER 3rd CLASS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SS BARBAROSSA 

 

SS Barbarossa was built by Blohm & Voss, Hamburg, Germany, in 1896, for the North 
German Lloyd Line. She operated on both North Atlantic crossings and the Bremerhaven-
Australia route.  
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With the outbreak of World War I, she took refuge in Hoboken, New Jersey, and was 
interned by the United States. She was seized when the United States entered the war 6 
April 1917. 

U.S. NAVY TRANSPORT… 

 

Damage inflicted by her crew prior to seizure was repaired and she was commissioned on 3 
August 1917, with Cmdr. H. L. Brinser in command. Shortly after commissioning she was 
renamed USS Mercury. 

Mercury got underway for her first transatlantic troop-ferrying mission on 4 January 1918. 
Before the armistice, she had completed seven voyages to France, carrying over 18,000 
passengers. After the armistice, she reversed the flow of troops, making eight crossings to 
return more than 20,000 to the United States. 

 
POST-WAR SERVICE… 

 

After completing her last crossing as a U.S. Navy ship on 19 September 1919, she 
decommissioned and on 27 September 1919 was turned over to the Army Transport 
Service for use as an Army transport. The Army in turn transferred her to the U.S. Shipping 
Board in August 1920. Mercury was chartered by the Baltic SS Corp of America for a 
proposed service between New York and Danzig, however the service never operated and 
the ship was returned to the Shipping Board in January 1921, when she was laid up. She 
was sold for scrapping in February 1924. 
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ALSO – REMEMBER 

THE OTHERS 
NOVEMBER 11, 

2011 BY INAVUKIC 5 COMMENTS 

 
VICKO, CCA 1925 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, Red Poppy badges adorn the suits of men and women across the world – on the 
11th day of the 11th month of every year we remember that World War I ended. It’s 
Remembrance Day for those who were killed during that war and observed by the countries 
of the Commonwealth (formerly known as the British Commonwealth). 

 

At 11 am today I stood still and silently for a minute or two as so did all other shoppers and 
staff at a stationery store I happened to be in at the time. 

Standing like that, in respectful silence, the memory of my grandfather Vicko appeared in 
my mind from nowhere! And I thought: Yes grandad, I remember the stories you used to 
tell me when I was a child; how you suffered humiliation and utter despair while interned in 

https://inavukic.com/author/inavukic/
https://inavukic.com/2011/11/11/also-remember-the-others/#comments
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a concentration camp within the Commonwealth from 1914 to 1918, just because your 
immigration papers said you were a citizen of Austro-Hungarian Empire.  

 

I remembered him telling me that he resisted being taken to the concentration camp by 
insisting that he was not an Austria-Hungarian citizen, that he was a Croatian. Then the 
officers told him that “the country of Croatia did not exist”, then he replied: “But Croatian 
nation of people exists”. Regardless, he spent the years of WWI interned in the camp only 
to be deported in 1919, along with thousands of other innocent people like him, back to 
Croatia, i.e. into the newly proclaimed Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. 

 
 

 

ON THE GUMFIELDS 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XLVI, ISSUE 14191, 14 OCTOBER 1909, PAGE 6 
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THE ‘AUSTRIANS’ LATER KNOWN AS THE 
‘DALMATIAN’S’ 

  

 

 
   

 
 
LEFT:  HOME SWEET HOME. 

 

THE PROFESSIONAL DIGGERS 

 

These were men from many countries of the 
world and many different backgrounds, who 
were looking for a new way of life. The work 
was hard and because of mostly swampy 
conditions, wet and unpleasant - but quite 
lucrative for that time.  

Some were seaman who had jumped ship in New Zealand and others worked their 
passage via the Californian and Australian gold fields. 

Among those early gatherers of gum were pioneering families from the United Kingdom, 
but the major ethnic group of gum diggers it would appear from past information came 
from Austria with most of these being Dalmatians from the coastal region of Yugoslavia  
(Croatia). 

 Thousands of these Central and Southern European immigrants chose to escape the 
cultural, economic and political turmoil.  They elected to leave their homeland and start 
afresh in the New World. 

The confusion with the different cultures in those early days was settled when they became 
known collectively as “Dallies”. 

Separate camps were established by the various groups of diggers. Familiar camp names 
were…  

Scotty’s, Long Gully, Russian, Turk, Ti Tree Gully, Big Omamari, Binko’s, China man’s landing, 
Kai Iwi, Kennedys, Babylon, Flax mill, Jerusalem and many more.   
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Note: It would seem from a news clip I found in papers past that there was a 
group of Fijians working in the fields.   

 

TARARA/ THE DALMATIANS 

 

In the 1880’s when the first Dalmatians came to New Zealand, the Austro-Hungarian Empire 
ruled Dalmatia, which is on the Adriatic coast of the Mediterranean. Therefore, they were 
often mistakenly called ‘Austrians’ in New Zealand. 

After Austria-Hungary was defeated in the First World War, Dalmatia was incorporated into 
the new Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes and in 1929 this was renamed Yugoslavia. 

Immigrants from this part of Europe have been known not only as Dalmatians but also as 
Yugoslavs and Croatians. 

These people were named “Tarara” (talk quickly) by local Maori. 

 

Note:  Strangely enough almost all of them came from one small area of Croatia: just a 
few villages on the Dalmatian coast with some also from the Balkan States. 

 

In their own country, they were mainly agriculturists engaged in the vineyards olive groves 
etc. but some were fishermen from the Adriatic. They spoke a Slavonic dialect, not German. 
Very few of them had wives or children and it is asserted that their desire to escape military 
service prompted immigration: it has also been said that they were attracted to this country 
from accounts given by Dalmatian sailors who on the frigate Novara had called into 
Auckland during 1858. 

However, it happened, Dalmatians/Croats began arriving in New Zealand and most of them 
went straight out to the gum fields.  

Gum digging was an ideal occupation for them as few could speak English which meant that 
many other kinds of work was not open to them and they naturally stayed together and 
worked as gangs as they would have done back in their villages of the old country. 

They saved their money to bring out wives and families, or sent money home, but in a 
country where money was in short supply this was not always met with approval.  

They were hard workers in sometimes appalling conditions, and kept to themselves most of 
the time which in its self probably caused some suspicion.  

It is very hard to have a census of these people but it is believed that in 1898 fifteen to 
sixteen hundred lived in Northland with 20 to 30 living in separate camps digging in the 
swamps in summer and on the hills in winter.  
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As the gum depleted some of the more prosperous diggers bought land and became 
farmers; others purchased land closer to Auckland and planted fruit and grapes for wine 
and local consumption. 

Rudi Sunde who worked the field’s right up until the end of the industry expressed this 
dreaming about his homeland in his poem Figs and Vine… 

 

I left my homeland the figs and vines, 

I left my dear parents, I left them behind. 

No more did I see them, nor the dark blue sea, 

I sailed away, my fortune to seek. 

 

The gum fields, the gum fields, 

That’s where I went, 

To the gum fields, the gum fields 

My life there I spent. 

Hooking and digging and scraping the gum, 

On the gum fields, the gum fields 

Oh why did I come? 

 

I landed in New Zealand at the age of sixteen, 

A lonely young man, as homesick as can be; 

I made my way northward, by boat and train 

Travelled to the gum fields on the 

Dark windswept plain 

 

Life there was hell, life there was rough, 

Of swamps and cold water I sure had enough; 

Digging by day and scraping by night, 

Scraping away by candlelight… 

 

Many the years I lived on the field, 

Scheming and dreaming that one day I would leave; 
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I dreamed of my homeland 

The friends I left behind, 

I dreamed of my homeland 

The figs and the vines 

 

BELOW:  DALMATIAN CAMP AT LAKE OMAPERE, NORTHLAND 
(NOTE: THEY HAVE THEIR COUNTRY FLAG FLYING) 

 

 

 

 

CAMP LIFE 

 

Apart from scraping gum, eating, mending and laundering clothes you might think that 
entertainment in the digger’s camp stopped there. Not so, as one old Dalmatian digger 
recalls… “Saturday night in the camps was party time” 

It might seem a bit odd to say life was all beer and skittles but according to our digger that’s 
the way it was… 

His Dalmatian camp had smoothed out a sandstone area and created a bowling lane. Sly-
grogger’s traded their elicit brews and the musical Dalmatians  who'd brought accordions, 
squeezeboxes and stringed instruments with them from the old country, played, partied 
and danced the nights away.  

Most spent the week either digging deep holes or poking around in swamps.  Life must’ve 
been pretty lonely for the blokes in the camps. 

Some of the diggers and bush men had fleeting relationships with Maori girls. Others took 
the longer term approach, fell in love and married.  
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LEFT:  SUNDAY CLEAN UP IN CAMP.  
 
 

Of those who could afford it, many went 
back to the home country to bring out 
their wives and families or to marry their 
childhood sweethearts.  

 Many diggers wandered constantly from 
gum field to gum field, living in tents and 
cooking over an open fire. Settlers doing 
spare-time digging to earn money, 
would camp out as well, although they 

had a home to return to.  

Other diggers settled in one place for a while, these would often build themselves a whare 
or shanty. 

Groups of diggers often lived together in the shanties and took turns in preparing the 
evening meals, although a significant number lived in the gum fields with their wives and 
children.  

The wives, living a normal life and performed all the usual household chores: Cooking was 
done over an open camp fire in billy’s and the daily bread made in the camp oven. 1 

 

 

 
 
 
 

THESE TWO OLD 

GENTLEMEN SPENT THEIR  
SPARE TIME SCRAPING 

THE GUM 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                

1 SOURCE: THE DALMATIAN PIONEERS TRUST BOOKLET 1997 
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LEFT:  HOMEMADE BREAD OUT OF THE CAMP OVEN  

 

WHAT DID THEY EAT? 

Their diet was usually simple: very often 
it was camp oven bread and tinned meat 
with potatoes, macaroni or rice.  

Diggers with a permanent shanty might 
grow their own vegetables and raise 
chickens. 

A standard cooking utensil was the camp 
oven. This was a round cast-iron pot 
with a lid. It could be filled with a dough 
mixture and then placed in the embers 
of a fire to make bread. 

 

 

PREJUDICE 

 

There was a lot of prejudice against the Dalmatians in those early days. Everybody agreed 
that they were hardworking, sober, thrifty and very easy to get on with, but some other 
gum diggers namely the British wanted to keep the wealth of the Kauri gum to themselves.  

Some also complained that the money the Dalmatians saved was leaving the country and 
going back to Dalmatia to support their families, when as those objectors said, “The money 
should remain and be spent in New Zealand to help prop up the local economy” 

 

Note: Some of these people would usually come out in groups, work hard for a few years 
and then return to Dalmatia with the money they had earned, to buy a small farm or set 
themselves up in a business.  

 

Another complaint the British digger and the settler had is that the Dalmatian is rapidly 
depleting the resources of the gum fields and also the quantities of gum brought in by them 
serve to lower the market price.  

Yet another complaint was that the Dalmatians ignorance of the English language presents 
him from understanding market quotations and therefore he accepts any price for his gum 
that the storekeeper chooses to give, thus lowering the general value thus the reason why 
gum buyers and the storekeepers like these people digging on their leases. 
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Because of such complaints fair or unfair the New Zealand Government passed in 1898 an 
act under the Kauri Gum Industry Act 1898.  This Act created Kauri gum reserves which only 
New Zealand subjects could use.  

Foreigners were allowed to dig on the remaining areas of unreserved land but they had to 
pay for it. A license cost one pound a year.  

The prejudice that the Dalmatian people once met with, was usually based on ignorance. 
During the First World War, they were sometimes suspected of being spies for the Austro-
Hungarian or German Governments, even though the Austro-Hungarian Empire was hated 
by the Dalmatians. 

 Unfortunately, this did not prevent the New Zealand Government from putting some of 
them in prison camps like the one on Somes Island in the Wellington Harbour. 

 

NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 24 DECEMBER 1898, PAGE 
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THE DIGGERS: AUSTRIAN/DALMATIANS 
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Wairoa Bell: 1892  
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MAY 5 1893 WAIROA BELL AUSTRIAN GUM DIGGERS 
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WAIROA BELL JUNE 16 1893 GUM FIELDS COMMISSION 
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WAIROA BELL AUGUST 25 1893 GUM DIGGERS 
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THE WAIROA BELL AND NORTHERN ADVERTISER SEPT 27  
KAURI OIL  
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ADDED INFORMATION… 

 

 
THE GUM DIGGERS 

 

From the 1890s, in the wake of their countrymen seeking gold, Dalmatians banded together 
in the gumfields of the far north. Their new home – Manuka huts with sacking. Their work 
was to dig in mud: the prized kauri gum lay buried, often under waterlogged land. It was in 
demand for varnish and linoleum until the 1930’s, when synthetics appeared. Thousands of 
Dalmatians came out to New Zealand, but after such hardship, many returned home. 

 
FARMERS, WINEMAKERS, FISHERMEN 

 

In time, the land offered a better life. Some diggers became farmers in the north. Others 
started vineyards, and today you’ll find their names on wine labels: Babich, Nobilo, Delegat. 
From early days netting mullet in Kaipara Harbour, fishing became a tradition too. 

 
LATER IMMIGRANTS 

 

Others came in the 1920’s and 1930’s, and over 3,000 arrived between the 1940’s and 
1970’s. In the 1990’s there was a larger wave of immigrants, fleeing the turmoil of the wars 
in the Balkans. 

RACISM 

 

Prejudice and ignorance hounded the Dalmatians for many years. Harsh rules that favoured 
the British made it increasingly difficult for them to dig for gum. During the First World War 
they were mistakenly called ‘Austrians’ and treated as enemies. Their wine was scorned as 
‘Dally-plonk’. But Maori accepted them, nick-naming them ‘Tarara’ – fast talkers. 

 
CULTURE 

 

Group loyalty kept the gum diggers strong, and proud of their heritage. They even taught 
some Maori to play the stringed tamburica. As relatives came out to join them, 
communities in Northland and Auckland grew. It became easier to celebrate their customs: 
Catholic festivals, playing bowls, singing, and joining in a circle for the lively kolo dance. 

 

Many early immigrants to New Zealand hated the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and when 
Dalmatia became part of Yugoslavia they proudly called themselves Yugoslavs. But those 
who arrived after the Second World War had lived in Yugoslavia and did not share this 
enthusiasm. 
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As the war atrocities in Yugoslavia mounted during the 1990’s, factions developed in the 
Auckland community. For some, the sight of the Yugoslav flag became offensive. Others 
disliked the word ‘Croatian’ because Croatian fascists had supported Hitler in the Second 
World War. 

But if they were not Yugoslavs or Croatians, what were they? The Auckland Yugoslav 
Society met to debate the issue. The term ‘Dalmatian’ was eventually reinstated, being the 
most neutral. 

 
LEAVING DALMATIA 

 

 
 

Dalmatia is a province of the central Adriatic coast of Croatia. For centuries, it was exploited 
by the city-state of Venice and the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Opportunities for illiterate 
peasants, living on rocky islands and a ribbon of fertile coast, were limited to subsistence 
farming, grape-growing, quarrying, fishing and seafaring. In the 1880’s a population 
increase put pressure on scarce land. 

In 1892 Austria-Hungary signed a trade agreement with Italy that excluded Dalmatia. 
Around the same time the pest phylloxera arrived in Dalmatia, decimating vineyards. In 
search of better opportunities, men sailed for the far corners of the world. Many were also 
escaping the Austrian army’s conscription, introduced in 1881. 

The first Dalmatians in New Zealand probably arrived via the Californian and Australian 
goldfields. By the early 1860’s they were prospecting South Island diggings. In the 1880’s 

https://herenciacroata.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/m262enz.jpg
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some began pulling golden kauri gum from Northland’s gumfields. Wayfarers returning 
home described ‘Nova Zelanda’ as a land of good prospects. 

 

WORK AND WAR: 1890 TO 1930 

 

THE GUM DIGGERS 

 

Landing in Auckland, Dalmatians lodged in boarding houses run by their compatriots, 
before venturing north to the gum fields. They lived in rough huts constructed from 
mānuka poles and sacking, and bought supplies on credit from the local store. Their days 
were spent deep in trenches and swampy holes. 

Dalmatians stood out, camping in huts and working in gangs. In 1896 Parengarenga near 
North Cape was termed ‘a little Vienna’, as Dalmatians were often labelled Austrians. 
Census returns for Mangonui County, which included Whangaroa and the far north, show 
just 54 in 1896 and 241 in 1906. But in 1898 the Bay of Islands Member of Parliament 
claimed there were 2,000 Dalmatians in the county. Although gum diggers moved around 
and some might not have been counted, this exaggeration is best explained as prejudice 
towards non-English immigrants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



~ 92 ~ 

 

 

Gum in the ground was seen as an income source for settlers trying to develop the land, 
and Dalmatians methodically mined an entire area. British settlers resented them sending 
money home, and their unsettled ways. Referred to as ‘birds of passage’, some 60% 
returned to Dalmatia. 

Anti-Dalmatian sentiments were expressed in Parliament and local newspapers. In the 
election year of 1893 ‘the Austrian question’ became politicised and the government 
appointed a kauri gum commission to hear evidence. 

 

 
 

ANTI-DALMATIAN SENTIMENT 

 
In 1898 a second commission described Dalmatians as ‘hardy, sober, industrious, law-
abiding people’ who ‘would make admirable settlers. But nothing was done to encourage 
settlement – instead the discriminatory 1898 Kauri Gum Industry Act was passed. It 
established kauri gum reserves exclusively for British subjects, and a licensing system with a 
three-month qualification for new arrivals. 

Further restrictions followed. Under an act passed in 1910, British subjects alone could hold 
gum-digging licenses. As a result, Dalmatians’ applications for naturalisation were delayed, 
shipping companies were pressured to prevent further arrivals, and Dalmatians had to find 
work on private gumfields. 

 

https://herenciacroata.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/p280atl.jpg
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THE FIRST WORLD WAR 

 

When war broke out in 1914 people defined as Austrians (which included Dalmatians) were 
declared enemy aliens: Auckland’s Dalmatians publicly demonstrated their support for 
Serbia, which was at war with the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Many wanted to enlist, but the 
British government was reluctant to accept ‘alien enemies or descendants’. The majority 
were required to work for soldier’s pay on land clearance, drainage, and road and rail 
projects. 
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7 

DALMATIAN CHARACTERS… 

 

 

 
 

THE 1898 KAURI-GUM INDUSTRY COMMISSION 

 

NOTES FROM THE 1898 KAURI-GUM INDUSTRY COMMISSION 

 

The commissioners gave an in depth account of all Kauri gum doings  with many meetings 
and enquiries all over Northland and as it is far too lengthy to add all to this account  I have 
concentrated specifically on the area as we know between the Hokianga and the Kaipara as 
follows… 

 

Note: Now Know Ye That In Pursuance And Exercise Of All Powers And Authorities Me 
Enabling In This Behalf, And Acting By And With The Advice And Consent Of The Executive 
Council Of The Colony Of New Zealand, I, Uchter John Mark, Earl Of Ranfurly, Governor Of 
The Said Colony, Do Hereby Appoint You, The Said; 

Edward Tregear And Gerhard John Mueller To Be Commissioners For The Purpose Of 
Inquiring Into Matters Hereinbefore Set Forth, And Also In Particular… 

 

1/.  To report on the condition of the gum trade, industrially and commercially: 

 

2/.  To report on the condition of those engaged and occupied in digging the gum, and the 
remuneration of contract or not: 

 

3/.  To ascertain if there has been a large influx of labourers from outside the colony to the 
gum diggings, and, if so, whether the same are free labourers or under contract: 

 

4/.  To enquire whether those engaged in gum-digging on Crown lands hold licenses 
therefore, and as to what payments are made for the use and occupation of the said Crown 
lands: 
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5/.  To advise as to the best and most effectual means to conserve the interests of the 
colony and the wellbeing of those engaged in the gum industry. 

 

THE GUM FIELDS NORTH OF AUCKLAND CITY COMPRISE OF 724,000 ACRES 

 

There is a peculiar feature about the gum fields of the North. In many places two, three and 
sometimes four layers of gum have been found, revealing the existence of two or three 
Kauri forests, which on disappearing  in ages past left in succession their quota or layer of 
gum in the ground. 

The large pieces called bold gum were found on the surface or barely embedded in the soil. 
Next the gum digger had to search for it 10 inches to 12 inches deep with a spear; then a 
second and third layer was found on fields that were thought to be exhausted, and the 
large gum spear 8 feet to 12 feet long was used and a hook to bring to the surface the gum 
in the swamps which a few years ago were not known to contain gum. 

 

From all sources of information supplied the commissioners compute the earnings of gum 
diggers in 1897 as follows… 

3,800 British and Maori diggers earn 1 pound six shillings per week. 

1,500 Austrian/Yugoslav diggers earn 1 pound 11 shillings 6 pence per week. 

6,450 tons was exported in 1897. 

For digging gum on crown lands a license fee of 5 shillings has been charged in years past 
per year and was left to the county councils to collect the fees with the exception of the 
Hobson County (Dargaville) as they found that the cost of collecting was sometimes more 
than the fees received. 

For the right to dig gum on private lands or on Native lands various systems of charges are 
in vogue. In most cases payment of a fee ranging from 1 pound to 7 pounds per annum is 
the condition of being permitted to dig gum; but in the case of those holders of private land 
who are storekeepers, the usual arrangement is that the gum-digger working on such lands 
must sell his gum to obtain his provisions or stores from these store keepers 

The food supplied by storekeepers is in most cases is imported from abroad, tinned meats, 
tinned milk, tinned butter, tinned fish, tinned fruit etc. 

 



~ 96 ~ 

 

MATE GLAMUZINA 
 

  

 

1909: At the age of 15 Mate Glamuzina ventured to NZ to meet up with his father Marko 
and brother Tony after leaving his village of Stilja in Jugoslavia. The 15 pounds for the 
voyage had been sent home by his father and brother from the Gum fields of Northland 
New Zealand.  

His village comprised of small scattered holdings of about 5 hectares, of very poor soil 
where they produced very few animals’ such as goat’s sheep, pigs or cattle. All of the 
cottages were made of stones. The father of Mate ‘Marko’ before going to NZ to seek his 
fortune had owned an Inn where wine and spirits were sold and dinners provided on 
Sundays: Lamb roasted on a spit formed the basis of the meal. 

Mate’s travels started on a rattly old train to the Port of Dubrovnik then by sea to Bari on 
Italy’s east coast. Another train to the opposite side of Italy to Naples where he caught the 
mail ship ‘Bremen’ which amongst other cargo bought migrants to the underside of the 
world to Sydney and on to NZ: Mate then travelled From Sydney to Auckland on the good 
ship Victoria arriving 22 March 1909. 

Met by Joe Franich, a friend of his fathers, he then travelled by train to Helensville and then 
by boat up the Kaipara Harbour to Te Kopuru:  From Te Kopuru he was driven out to Redhill 
by Mr Herkt’s wagon and horses where he met up with his father and other countrymen in 
the gumfields. 

 For the first few years The Glamuzina family as with nearly all Yugoslav immigrants earned 
a modest living and hard earned steady income from the digging of Kauri gum. They soon 
had enough money to bring the mother of Mate out. 

 Mate equipped with the simple tools of the trade sack spear and spade toiled along with 
his dad and brother gathering from swamps mostly:  And then the endless scraping of dirt 
from those gold nuggets in the evenings to satisfy the gum buyers.  

 Mate quickly learnt that to make money he needed to be the middleman so in other words 
he became a merchant. He also invented a gum washing machine to replace the laborious 
job of scraping the dirt from the gum by hand: He would buy the gum straight from the 
digger, wash and bag it then sell on to the Agents from Auckland at a small profit.    

Shortly after his arrival at Redhill he would meet the Silich family and would eventually 
marry ‘Zorka’ their beautiful daughter.   
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SORKA AND MATE HAD THE FOLLOWING CHILDREN… 
  

Leo born 26 march 1925 

Kenneth Matthew born 6 June 1926 

Marjorie Georgina born 2 May 1927 

Maurice born 3 July 1928 

Graham born 28 Feb 1939 

Brian born 21 Jan 1951 

 

Mate and Zorka would live most of their married lives at Aratapu where they took on many 
ventures to make a living. In today’s world Mate could have been called an entrepreneur. 
Included was drainage, dairy farming and the Kauri gum and timber industry’s. 

Mate and Zorka kept themselves very busy as one would imagine during their retirement in 
Auckland.  

Three of their sons would become astute business men in the world of timber milling and 
would employ many a local person keen to make a living at their mill at Aratapu: 

 And so the family legacy of Mate and Zorka flourished and is best portrayed in the book ‘A 
Life Span’ by Jane Wordsworth 1986.  

 

NOTES… 

Auckland Area Passenger Arrivals 1838-1889 

Your search found 1 records 

<="" td=""> [1 of 1] 

Name GLAMUZINA, MATE 

Vessel VICTORIA: Departed: SYDNEY Arrived: AUCKLAND 22 Mar 1909 

Notes Male. Title: MR. Age: 24. Occupation: LABOURER. Place of birth: AUSTRIAN. 

Source Archives NZ reference: BBAO 5552/1a page: 59 
 
Age 24 must have put it up to travel 

 

Marriage: 1924/7142 Zorka Silich  and Mate Glamuzina Order Product 

 

Application for consent to sale - The Te Kopuru-

Dargaville Bus Co. Ltd to Mate Glamuzina 
ORDER 

DETAILS » 

 

1947 1947 
High Court Auckland, 

Department of Justice 
   Akld 

Application for consent to sale - Charles William 
Fisher to Mate Glamuzina 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1947 1947 
High Court Auckland, 
Department of Justice 

   Akld 

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1924%2F7142
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=23466023
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=23466023
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=23471612
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=23471612
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Naturalisation - Application - Glamuzina, Mate ORDER DETAILS » 

 

1914 1923 

Department 
of Internal 
Affairs, Head 
Office 
[record 

group] 

   Wgtn 

1987/34161 Glamuzina Mate 17 January 1894 Order Product 

 

Note: Mary Radich nee Orsulic remembers Red Hill in a Te Kopuru centennial magazine…  

 

To see Redhill today as a small farming community a vivid imagination is needed to picture 
it AS IT was in the heyday at the turn of the twentieth century Old newspapers tell us of a 
general store being owned by B Tomich who in 1903 advertised bicycles, motor cycles, and 
gramophones also announced he was a gum buyer. Mr A Seacamp also announced that he 
would supply groceries to the beach every week at reasonable prices. Refreshments were 
supplied at any hour at the Red Hill Store. He was also licensed to brew and sell hop beer. 

Mr S Dickson had a nursery and sold every description of fruit trees, shelter trees 
ornamentals and flowering shrubs. There was a band of hope concerts and meeting all well 
attended and a wonderful variety of local talent to supply the items.  

 

 

Registration 
Number 

Family 
Name 

Given Name(s) Date of Birth/ 
Age at Death 

1940/24278 Glamuzina Marko 77Y  Mates dad 

1979/27221 Glamuzina Mate 23 April 1910 

1954/30294 Glamuzina Jane 58Y 

1962/44672 Glamuzina Iva 97Y  Mates mum 

1971/29972 Glamuzina Antony 81Y Mates brother 

1981/28541 Glamuzina Anthony 15 December 1899 

1983/48115 Glamuzina Marko Ivan 24 June 1894 

1989/41556 Glamuzina Peter 9 July 1915 

1989/51041 Glamuzina Joseph Matthew 4 April 1927 

1995/46451 Glamuzina Kata 18 November 1911 

1972/34786 Glamuzina Matilda 14 March 1902 Antony’s wife 

1982/38846 Glamuzina Georgina 31 March 1909 

1937/26967 Glamuzina Ivan 67Y 

1981/29670 Glamuzina Mark Anthony John 13 December 1925 

1961/37774 Glamuzina Matthew Kenneth 35Y 

1962/39503 Glamuzina Michael Joseph 9M 

2005/959 Glamuzina Audrey Ruahine 6 November 1922 

https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209652
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1987%2F34161
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Ddsur%24bdsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Ddsur%24bdsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Ddfirst%24bdfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbdatet%24ageatdea%24%7CIGNORE%3DNR#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbdatet%24ageatdea%24%7CIGNORE%3DNR#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1940%2F24278
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1979%2F27221
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1954%2F30294
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1962%2F44672
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1971%2F29972
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1981%2F28541
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1983%2F48115
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1989%2F41556
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1989%2F51041
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1995%2F46451
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1972%2F34786
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1982%2F38846
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1937%2F26967
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1981%2F29670
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1961%2F37774
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1962%2F39503
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2005%2F959
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1982/29749 Glamuzina Mary 5 May 1917 

2004/4067 Glamuzina Millie Mary 27 June 1929 

2010/15587 Myers Marjorie Georgina 2 May 1927 

2010/21170 Geraghty Ivy Maria 3 September 1924 

2011/5512 Glamuzina Sylvia Mary Olga 14 June 1928 

2014/8637 Glamuzina Ivan Thomas 13 August 1923 

2014/24736 Glamuzina Mary Margaret 30 November 1930 

 

From: Stipe Glamuzina, Matakana Date: 13 
October 1903 Subject: Memorial for 

Naturalisation 
ORDER 

DETAILS » 

 

1903 1903 
Department of Internal 
Affairs, Head Office [record 

group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Ante Glamuzina, Gum digger, Kaikohe 
Date: 30 January 1904 Subject: Memorial for 
naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1904 1904 
Department of Internal 
Affairs, Head Office [record 
group] 

   Wgtn 

From: Toni Glamuzina, Farmer, Redhill Date: 4 
February 1913 Subject: Memorial for 
Naturalisation 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1913 1913 
Department of Internal 
Affairs, Head Office [record 
group] 

   Wgtn 

Naturalisation - Application - Glamuzina, 
Joze 

ORDER DETAILS 
» 

 

1914 1914 
Department of Internal 
Affairs, Head Office [record 
group] 

   Wgtn 

Naturalisation - Application - Glamuzina, 

Marko 
ORDER DETAILS 

» 

 

1914 1959 

Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office [record 
group] 

   Wgtn 

Naturalisation - Application - Glamuzina, 
Mate 

ORDER DETAILS 
» 

 

1914 1923 
Department of Internal 
Affairs, Head Office [record 

group] 

   Wgtn 

Naturalisation - Application - Glamuzina, M T 
[Empty file] 

ORDER 
DETAILS » 

 

1922 1922 
Department of Internal 
Affairs, Head Office [record 
group] 

   Wgtn 

Naturalisation - Application for - 
Glamuzina, Tony 

ORDER DETAILS 
» 

 

1927 1927 
Department of Internal 
Affairs, Head Office [record 
group] 

   Wgtn 

Naturalisation - Copy of Letters - 
Glamuzina, Marko 

ORDER DETAILS 
» 

 

1908 1926 

Department of Internal 

Affairs, Head Office [record 
group] 

   Wgtn 

Naturalisation - Copy of Letters - 
Glamuzina, Ilija 

ORDER DETAILS 
» 

 

1904 1927 
Department of Internal 
Affairs, Head Office [record 
group] 

   Wgtn 

Naturalisation - Application for - 
Glamuzina, Ivan 

ORDER DETAILS 
» 

 

1914 1937 
     

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1982%2F29749
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2004%2F4067
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2010%2F15587
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2010%2F21170
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2011%2F5512
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2014%2F8637
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2014%2F24736
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24856837
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24856837
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24845683
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24845683
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24765773
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24765773
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209300
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209300
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209350
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209350
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209652
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209652
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24210988
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24210988
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24212234
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24212234
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24213732
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24213732
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24213751
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24213751
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24524263
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24524263
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ABOVE: GLAMUZINA’S TIMBER MILL AT ARATAPU 
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SILICH FAMILY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration 
Number 

Bride's Given 
Name(s) 

Bride's Family 
Name 

Groom's Given 
Name(s) 

Groom's Family 
Name 

1936/244 Eva Silich Mate Sunde 

1932/3285 Edith Sophia Silich James Wilson Rockley 

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbrfirst%24bbrfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbrfirst%24bbrfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbrsur%24bbrsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbrsur%24bbrsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbgfirst%24bbgfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbgfirst%24bbgfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbgsur%24bbgsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbgsur%24bbgsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1936%2F244
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1932%2F3285
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1934/9426 Mara Silich Ivan Erceg 

1928/7504 Annie Silich Marino Vranjes 

1928/7788 Margaret Silich Anton Posa 

1924/7142 Zorka Silich Mate Glamuzina 

1910/496 Maria Silich Juan Botica Kraic 

1920/8152 Winnie Silich Peter Gabriel Marinkovich 

1914/8504 Lucy Silich Visko Matich 

1925/887 Vinka Silich Anton Bakulich 

 

1907/3456 Franka (Francis)  Ruscevich John Silich 

 

Registration 
Number 

Family Name Given Name(s) Date of Birth/ 
Age at Death 

1940/21440 Silich Mary 80Y 

1930/10108 Silich Catherine 48Y 

1933/3132 Silich Tony John 49Y 

1931/3150 Silich John 73Y 

1940/18300 Silich Angelko 30H 

1944/21160 Silich Mary 90Y 

 

 

1909/16712 Silich Georgina Josephina 

Maria 

Frances John Matthew - 

 

1971/153953 Silich Vladimir Leonides 

Johannes 

Frances John Matthew - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1934%2F9426
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1928%2F7504
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1928%2F7788
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1924%2F7142
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1910%2F496
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1920%2F8152
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1914%2F8504
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1925%2F887
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1907%2F3456
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Ddsur%24bdsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Ddfirst%24bdfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbdatet%24ageatdea%24%7CIGNORE%3DNR#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbdatet%24ageatdea%24%7CIGNORE%3DNR#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1940%2F21440
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1930%2F10108
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1933%2F3132
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1931%2F3150
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1940%2F18300
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1944%2F21160
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1909%2F16712
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1971%2F153953
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EVIDENCE GIVEN BY THE AUSTRIANS/DALMATIANS 

 

JACOB RADATICH 

 

MY COUNTRYMEN 

I am from Croatia in Austria.  

I came to New Zealand in 1893 from the broken Hill mines in Australia. 

I was digging gum at Babylon on Mitchelson’s lease. I heard from some of my country men 
and others that they were making good wages at gum digging and that is the reason I went 
to Babylon.  

I went to the store for goods and asked the storekeeper should I pay him at once and he said 
at the end of the month would do. He made no charge for rent for my digging or royalty. I 
dug for two months there and moved to another part of the lease. 

I was one of a party of twenty-two Austrians who tried to drain Johnsons swamp. This did 
not prove a profitable job and thereupon gave up gum digging and ultimately settled in the 
Marlborough settlement.  

My opinion is that many came from Austria simply through reports and advice from their 
own relations and friends. They would hear at home about doing well and hence come out 
to try their luck. 

While digging on the swamp with twenty-two of us we lived as well or better than the 
British gum digger. I am sure it never cost us more than 15 shillings each per week.  

Every week we got 130 pound of beef. Every two or three weeks we got a pig and cured it 
ourselves. In the summer time our earnings are 1 or 2 or 3 pounds a week. 

In the winter it takes all our time to make 1 pound a week in the best of fields. 

We are working on the co-operative system. We got our tucker the same way. We had two 
men acting as cooks and whatever was made in the swamps was divided between us cooks 
and all. 

I have heard the evidence of the following Austrians read over to me which was taken by the 
Commissioners in 1893 and believe they are correct, and I agree with their statements. 
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PETER GOVECICH 

 

AT HOME WE DO 3 YRS. IN THE MILITARY SERVICE 

I am an Austrian from Dalmatia. I keep a store at Tikinui and do some gum digging as well. I 
cannot earn more than 18 s to 1 pound 3s at gum digging. At home I was a stone mason at 
which I could earn 3s a day and tucker. For working on a farm a man could get 1s 10d or 2s 
a day and tucker. It costs 5s a week for board. My country men in the colony consist of 
seafaring men, fishermen, and vine and olive cultivators.  

I only know about 315 to 320 Austrians in the Wairoa district. I think that is nearly all there 
are. I have taken some trouble to ascertain. 

At home we all have to do 3 years in the military service.  

 

GIOVANNI BRADICIC 

 

I WANT TO STAY 

I come from Istria, close to Trieste. I am gum digging on Harding’s ground. I was a sailor 
from 11 yrs. old. I did one years’ service in the army.  I make 2 pound from gum digging and 
it costs me 10 shillings 12 shillings for provisions. I have not been molested in any way by 
the British. I do not intend to return home. 

 

ANTONIO GASPARICH 

 

ITALIAN PACK HORSE WORKER 

I am from Trieste and am of the Italian race. I have been living in this district for fourteen 
years. I have been employed by Mitchelson Brothers in various ways I have not fallen in 
much with the Austrians. When packing provisions to them they appeared to me to take a 
fair amount of stores, as well as others. If some of my country men could get land offered to 
them by the government, such as that in the Kaihu valley, they would jump at the chance of 
bringing their families out here. 

As regards the saving of my countrymen taking good and poor workers together, I think 
they can lay by at least 1 pound a week, which in the case of those who did not remain in 
the colony is sent home to friends.  
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PETER SKAKANDICH, NICOLAS SKAKANDICH, NICOLAS MATUTAVII, 

 AND JOHN BILUSH 

Three of them are labourers and one a stone mason. 

 Jacob Radatich was sworn as interpreter, and said… 

 

COULD NOT MAKE A LIVING AT HOME 

    

They were at present draining a swamp on Mitchelson’s Flax mill lease.  

We have each spent 20 pound of our money and are in debt to the storekeeper to the extent 
of about 10 pound each. This debt has incurred over the last six months. Up to the present 
we have cut about 3 miles of drains and found very little gum. If the swamp is a failure, we 
will have to dig gum somewhere else to pay for the tucker. 

During the last twelve months close on a hundred more Austrians have left than have 
arrived in the colony. Many had to borrow from their friends for passage home.   

 

BOLD BTOMEH 

 

DALMATIAN DIGGER WITH SETTLING RIGHTS 

  I come from Pellissa, in Dalmatia, Austria. I have been five years in the colony, and am 
twenty-three years of age. My father is a farmer. I am the occupier of an occupation with 
the right of purchase section; No 30 Block 1 Maungaru Survey District. A number of my 
countrymen were in New Zealand before me and from them I heard about it, and so decided 
to come myself. Some of them get money from their brothers and relations in the colony, 
and some paid their own passage to New Zealand. I sent for my brother three years ago and 
he is still about the Wairoa digging gum. Some of my country men do not make money at 
digging gum and so go home. And others make 2 pound a week.  

 

MITCHELSON’S STATEMENTS 

 

RICHARD MITCHELSON 

“We are in business of buying and selling gum and also goods through our five stores” 

Gum is getting scarcer, and so the earnings are less, and the gum digging must be of a more 
systemic character, and the old idea of spearing is gradually being abandoned. The swamps 
must be drained. I hand in statements A and A1, showing total average earnings per week 
of two Europeans and two Austrians dealing at the Babylon store, of five men dealing at the 
Flax – mill store, and of three men at the Maropiu store. All our out stores are branches of 
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our firm and work on wages. There is no subcontracting or commission allowed. Mr 
Trounson has the grazing rights over gum field leases and it suits us better to let him supply 
the diggers with meat. There is no payment made by Trounson to our firm for the right of 
supplying meat to our gum leases. We pack the gum for the diggers to our stores and 
charge then according to distance. I hand in return marked B; it gives the prices we charge 
for provisions at the four out stores; also the average price paid for gum off our lease lands 
for twelve months at the out stores. I also furnish the commission with a return marked C 
giving the cost of goods supplied to the stores for the two years ending 31st December 1897. 
In the Kaihu store men employed at Kauri timber work and settlers receive their supplies, 
and we cannot, therefore, without great trouble, give the statement as it applies to gum 
diggers only. 

The average of gum output for the last fourteen years has been 712 tons per annum. 
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HARDING’S GUM FIELD LEASE 

 

ANTONIO FALCONETTI 

 

I am Austrian and come from Istria. I was a sailor and came here because my brother 
thought I could do better than at sea. Our agreement with Mr Harding is to this effect: We 
pay him half royalty that is 5s per quarter per man instead of 10 shillings. which the gum 
diggers pay who work on any other part of the lease. In return for this concession he will 
have his swamp drained. Mr Harding does the carting at 1s 3 pence per hundredweight. We 
care free to deal with any storekeeper or butcher but as a rule we get our meat from Mr 
Harding. Under the agreement we have the right to dig gum in this swamp for ten years. 
The swamp is divided into five sections, allowing for each section to be worked over in every 
two years thus allowing ten years overall. We are working the swamp on a co-operative 
principle.  

There are twelve married men and eight single in our party. 

 

  

Note:  these two blocks are separate from one another. One is leased by Harding the 
other is owned giving Messrs Brown, Campbell and Mr Marriner sole digging rights by 
way of a royalty paid to Mr Harding.  

 

WILLIAM FITZPATRICK 

 

DIGGERS DISHEARTENED WITH GOVERNMENT 

I am a gum digger. The digger’s desire is free trade that is to buy and sell in the best 
markets. 

Harding’s block is now exclusive to three merchants who pay a royalty to Mr Harding for the 
right to purchase gum from the diggers on his block. If you sell on this field you now have to 
deal with Messrs Brown, Campbell and Mr Marriner. I do not agree with this system.  

I think the reason why the diggers have not paid their license fees is that they are 
dissatisfied. They have no voice in local affairs and have only the vote under manhood 
suffrage.  
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Gum is becoming scarcer and men are working longer hours. I know of a few men who are 
engaged hooking gum in the swamps, who are averaging 3 to 4 pounds but are 
exceptionally good men and working sixteen hours a day and these are not to be considered 
average any more than the aged and infirm, who are only getting 20 pound of gum a week, 

I am quite positive there are now five Austrians to everyone who were in the fields in 1893, 
and the British digger has decreased proportionately. 

 

The diggers are thoroughly disheartened after waiting five or six years, finding no remedy 
whatever has been applied by the Government to do away with the substantial complaints 
constantly brought under notice. Many of our most active men in the union gave up 
agitating any further and I feel convinced if such a state of things had existed in the 
southern districts a remedy would have been devised long ago. 

 

GUM DIGGING LICENSES 

 

HORACE HAMMOND 

 

LICENSES TO DIG FOR GUM 

I am Clerk and Engineer of the Hobson County Council. There is great difficulty in collecting 
license fees.  In 1894 we sold 142 licenses at 5s each. In 1895 we only sold 34, and in 1896 
we only sold 30. Total: 206 licenses in three years.   

These bear no proportion to the number working on the fields.  

We appointed a Ranger, and gave him 1s 6 pence commission for every license sold. 

Our first Ranger was Mr J B Pullman, and then we had John Perry. There are one or two 
camps of Austrians and they declined to take out licenses and refused to give their names. 
The local policeman was away at the time and we could do nothing.  

I do not know how many diggers there are in the district. My idea is the time has gone by to 
worry much about collecting the license fees on the gum fields. It would have been different 
ten years ago or fifteen years ago.  

The gum fields should have been put on the same footing as the gold fields.  

There are fewer diggers in the area now as the main reason is they are working at other 
industries such as timber. If the timber failed, they would have to go back to digging.  

In our district we have a number of settlers who have taken up land and if it had not been 
for the gum they could not have existed.  

Our county has always advocated the selling of the gum lands.  



~ 128 ~ 

 

JOHN PERRY 

 

LICENSE COLLECTOR 

I am a fruit grower and authorised collector of gum licenses and dog licenses in the Hobson 
County. I commenced the collection of gum licenses about two years ago. When I 
commenced to collect the licenses there was a rush to the Northern fields. I have 
experienced great difficulty in collecting the licenses and had to take promises to pay at 
some future time again and again. Some of the diggers evade paying the licenses by simply 
shifting from Crown land to private land when they see me coming along. Another way they 
have of avoiding me when working in swampy grounds, is simply to go across to the other 
side through 3 feet and 4 feet of water, so I cannot follow except by going miles around, and 
even then they would be back across again.  I think an amendment should be in the law 
whereby a store keeper should demand the production of a digger’s license before buying 
his gum. 

 

PETER LANGTON 

 

BRITISH GUM DIGGERS ARE THE WORST 

I am a settler and storekeeper in the Vale of Avoca and a Ranger for the Kauri Timber 
Company for one hundred miles. I have the only honest men in New Zealand are the 
foreigners, not one of whom has gone away owing me a penny. Look at my books and you 
will see that all the others have a balance on the wrong side. The British gum digger is 
always scheming how he can get the better of me. 
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