~0~

KAURI] GUMFTFLDS

HISTORY REFERENCE JOURNAL TWENTY-THREE

FEATURING...

THE MYSTERIOUS ‘SLAVIC MUSLIMS’
OF THE

KAIHU-MAROPIU-TE KOPURU, KAURI GUM FIELDS

THEY CAME TO SEARCH FOR GOLD. KAURI GOLD
WITH LITTLE AS THE SHIRT ON THEIR BACK...

“Nova Zelanda” They said the name over, liking the promise that it held. Father Ilya had
even got them a piece of the kauri gum from the museum in Vienna. It looked rich and
wonderful stuff. They all wanted to hold it, to feel its polished smoothness, to look into its
mottled depths for a sign of the future. “A new kind of gold” Stipan’s grandfather, old Dida
Petar, the village Stareshina (patriarch) pronounced, and Father llya said: “It means gold
and that’s what you’ll never get if you stay here. | tell you young men, go. Look for a better
life in a new country far from the troubles here.”

And so, they came, the men of many faces... Armenians, Austrians, Hungarians, Serbians,
Servian’s, Slavs, Croatians, Dallies, Tarara, Bosnians, Muslims, or collectively known as
Yugoslavians. etc, etc. Some of these dreamers from far off lands would eventually settle on
farms between the Kaipara and Hokianga harbours and make New Zealand their home.




Journals become more riecessary as men become more
equal and individualism more to be feared. It would be to
underrate their importance to suppose that they serve only to
secure liberty : they maintain civilization,

De TocaurviLLe,
Of Democracy in America, vol. iv,, p. 200,




THF MUSLIMS

There were many who crossed the seven seas to Aotea (New Zealand) for the chance to
harvest the fabled gold (Kauri gum) of the mighty Northland Kauri tree. Amongst those was
a small group of men who followed the faith of Mohammed the Muslim. Particular interest
for me is that some of these people camped and then searched for the illusive Kauri gum at
Maropiu in the Kaihu Valley the district of my birth and teenage years.

| remember distinctly from my elder’s discussions while growing up that this was ‘Gum
Country’ and that many faceless men of many cultures did come and go as the harvest of
gum depleted, moving into other valleys for the never-ending search for the bonanza of the
Kauri gold.

During my youth while out hunting for pheasants with my dog in secondary scrublands |
would quite often stumble into crater like holes that these people left behind after the
digging of gum and were now over grown with scrub and wondered who these people were
who lived out in this wilderness and what kind of lives did they lead.

Recently | received an email from Abdullah Drury a student of Muslim studies at Waikato
University after he had seen some information of these people in my journals of discovery
for the Kaihu Valley and districts and so with his help | have decided to document these
people and add to my webpage for those who may be interested now and in the future...

From: Abdullah Drury...

I saw your email online and read the Kaihu River Valley History material. | have an obscure
Local History Query | am following up.

| was perusing the (Wellington) Nat. Archives and found reference to a 1907 court case at
the Dargaville court where two men had been requested to remove their fezzes. They had
complained to the Austrian Consul who in turn, had written to the NZ Justice Minister who
passed a formal memo in September that year allowing “Herzegovinians of Mohammedan
religion be allowed to appear in Court in dress prescribed by their religion." Well, that
caught my attention. Further investigation revealed 13 Slavic-Muslim men from
Hercegovina - bordering Dalmatia - who had worked in Kaihu and Aratapu between 1904
and 1909 (they subsequently left for Aus.). | contacted the Dargaville Museum and they
confirmed some of the names on a card index of Kauri Gum Diggers licenses for that era.
Unfortunately, | have been unable to ascertain what the 1907 court case was about, except
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that the men were called in as witnesses and that the judge had insisted they remove their
fezzes.

When they entered NZ in November 1904 the ship passenger list identified them all as
"Armenians". | am guessing, with the fez business, that they dressed vaguely "oriental"....
did someone not notice or observe or remark at all? There cannot have been too many men
wearing fez in Kaihu in 1900’s, let alone a group...

The first Slavic Muslims to appear on the Northland gun fields appears to be about 1904.
The exact names of these people are not entirely clear as there are so many different
variants of their names as | research and find information from different writers. This
particular group were identified as “Armenians” by the official who wrote up the passenger
list of the good ship ‘SS Zealandia’ which arrived in New Zealand November 1904 with
several other people of different cultural backgrounds destined for the gum fields.

By 1907 it seems there was a group of 13 “Hercegovini Ans of Mohammedan religion” in
Maropiu, north of Dargaville in Northland, led by one Richard Greenaway, ‘Sali Mahomet'.

Per the National Archives card-indexed list of kauri gum license registers on 14 December
1904 Lahir Hadgovic (most probably Hadzovic) was granted a one-year license to dig for
gum in the Aratapu Riding, south of Dargaville. He was joined six months later 15 June 1905
by fellow Slavic Muslims Zaim Budalica, Ahmet Falajic, Osman Felajic, Ahmet Galujativic
(most probably Galijatovic), and O. and Salko HadZiahmetovic.

The following year Mustappa Fetagovich (Mustafa Fetahagich), Ahmet Fetagovich, Avdo
(Abduh) Fetagovich and Ahmet Galyatovick (Galijatovic), worked licences at the Kaihu
Riding. Ahmet, and O. and Salko Hadziahmetovic also secured licenses to work at Kaihu
Riding on 2 March 1907.

It is uncertain when and if these Muslims left New Zealand but O. Hadziahmetovi¢ and Zaim
Budalica departed on the Mokoia from Auckland to Sydney in January 1909.



https://www.google.co.nz/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enNZ710NZ710&espv=2&biw=1366&bih=638&q=Hercegovini+Ans+of+Mohammedan&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwju6rHqnPTPAhVHhbwKHa5QDj4QBQgXKAA

ABOVE: ARRIVAL OF THE MAIL STEAMER ZEALANDIA

The P.M.S. Co.’s fine steamship Zealandia, under command of Captain Ferries (formerly of
the Tatar), arrived in harbour at twelve o'clock noon yesterday, from Sydney.

The Zealandia measures in length 367 ft. between perpendiculars, her beam being 37 ft. 6
in., and depth of hold 28 ft., giving her a gross of 2,755 tons. She has four masts, two
forward of the funnel, and two aft, the former having yards across. She looks very smart
aloft, and her rig will be found admirably adapted for crossing the Pacific. She differs from
most other steamers in that the ‘swell’ part of her passenger accommodation, is well
forward, instead of being right aft, and by this arrangement the saloon has many manifest
advantages. On deck and below there are considerable novelties introduced. A spacious
poop, to which easy access is gained from the main deck, extends in front the funnel nearly
to the 'house' in which the steering apparatus is placed under cover, almost at the bow of
the ship. Immediately under this, on each side of a central corridor, there are a series of
what may be called deck state-rooms, each containing a bed, a couch, and requisite
accommodation for washing and dressing. Being flush with the deck, these will form very
comfortable sleeping and sitting apartments. Descending by another staircase to the grand
saloon, it is found to be very tastefully and appropriately decorated. The main feature and
absolute novelty is the large and lofty central skylight, which ascends in a pyramidal form to
a great height, and which imparts an idea of light and air rarely found on board.

The steamer is commendably clean throughout. Her passenger accommodation is equal to
the berthing of 164 in the saloon, from 24 to 30 in the second cabin, and from 85 to 100 in
the third cabin or steerage.
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The engines are compound, 2,400 horse-powers indicated. They are direct acting, surface
condensing, and have cylinders, one high pressure and two low pressure, the former being
45 in. the latter 62 in. each, with 4 ft. 3 in. stroke. The three cylinders have three holders on
the crank shafts, which gives the vessel a very easy, smooth and equable motion. There are
two immense boilers, with six furnaces to each, and in the stock hold the ventilation is
something wonderful. The screw is four-bladed, and 17 ft., in diameter, with 25 ft. pitch,
and the number of revolutions at full speed is 65. The complement of hands in the engine-
room comprises 22 firemen and trimmers, five engineers (including the chief), and a boiler-
maker. The steering is done by hydraulic gear. The steamer is amply supplied with boats,
and provision is made for the saving of life and property. We are indebted to R. McDonald,
purser, for files, &c. The Zealandia having taken on board the New Zealand mails and
passengers, steamed yesterday evening for Kandavu, Honolulu, and San Francisco. Her
reason for calling at Kandavu is to leave word for the city of San Francisco to proceed to
Auckland.

Note from Abdulla: Aha. | found them on a ship called the Barbarossa from Naples (Italy) to
Aus. They were in Sydney for a week | think, and then off to NZ. Why or on whose advice
remains a mystery.

SOME OF THE MUSLIM PASSENGERS ON THE SS BARBAROSSA...

1/. SPAHOVIC MAHARON. MR

PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
Alt. HUHAREM

SPAHOVIC MAHARON - must be Muharem Spahovic.

(Muharem is the name of a month of the Islamic calendar / "Spah" is a Bosnian adaptation
of the Persian word, thru Turkish, of "Sepoy" and means like a cavalryman).

2/.JELAS ANTE. MR
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

3/. TERVAN IVAN STIPIN. MR
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

4/.FETAHAGIC AVDO. MR
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

June 15 1905 - Felajic, Osman — Aratapu Riding Licence number 241
June 23 1906 — Fetovogich, Arde — Kaihu Riding Licence number 327
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5/. CAPIN MEHMED. MR
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

CAPIN MEHMED -- Mehmed/Mehmet is a popular Turkish nickname of Mohamed. "Capin"
is still a mystery

6/. FETAGAGIC AHMED. MR
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

Alt. FETAHAGIC

FETAHAGIC AVDO - must be Avdo (Slavic for Abduh, a short form of Abdul or Abdullah)
Fetahagic (Fetah / Arabci for "opening", plus "aga" for leader...)

June 15 1905 - Falajic, Armat — Aratapu Riding Licence number 238
June 23 1906 — Fetovogich, Ohmet — Kaihu Riding Licence number 328

7/. HAGUAHMETOVIC SALKO. MR
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

Alt. Hadziahmetoviae

HAGUAHMETOVIC SALKO - Hadziahmetovic (Literally Hajji- ahmed - son of...), Salko = Salih
(pious)

June 15 1905 — Hadriakmetovic, Salko — Aratapu Riding Page 106
March 2 1907 — Hadriakmetovich, Salko — Kaihu Riding

8/. HADZOWIC JAHIR. MR
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

HADZOWIC JAHIR = Tahir Hadzovic (Died Aus. 1910)
Licence number 357 —
December 14, 1904 — Hadgovic, Lahir — Aratapu Riding
June 15, 1905 — Hadgovic, Lahir — Aratapu Riding Licence number 235

Note: Below, spelling as found on Townsville (Australia) Council records for Belgium gardens
cemetery...

Hognick Talus Died aged 32, 12-12-1910. Section X1 Grave number 105. Now the grave that
is closest in the overall photo is grave 103 so we believe he is one side or the other.




BELOW: TOWNSVILLE. BELGIUM GARDENS CEMETERY. PAUPERS SITE. NOT MANY TOMBSTONES
AUSTRALIA

9/. BUDALICA ZAIM. MR
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

June 15, 1905 — Budalica, Zaim — Aratapu Riding Licence number 236

Name Z Budalica
Event Type Immigration
Event Date 21 Nov 1904
Event Place Auckland, New Zealand
Ship Name Zealandia
Departure Port Sydney
Arrival Port  Auckland
Arrival Place Sydney
Name Z Budalica
Event Type Immigration
Event Date 1909
Event Place Sydney, New Zealand
Occupation Labourers and Domestics
Ship Name Mokoia
Departure Port  Auckland
Departure Date 1909




~8~

Arrival Port  Sydney

Arrival Place Auckland

10/. HAGJIAHMETOVIC OMAR. MR
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

Alt. HadZiahmetovize
June 15 1905 — Hadriakmetovic, O — Aratapu Riding Page 54
March 2 1907 — Hadriakmetovich, O — Kaihu Riding Licence number 177 —

11/. GAGLIJATOIRE AHMET. MR
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

Alt. AHMED
GAGLIJATOIRE AHMET = Ahmet/Ahmed Galijatovic (Died Aust. 1928)
June 15 1905 — Galujativic, Ahmet — Aratapu Riding Licence number 239
June 23 1906 — Galyatovick, Ahmet — Kaihu Riding Page 18

Licence number 176

Galajatoerch Ahmed died aged 51 11-06-1928 Section X1 grave number 349 We believe his
is up near the Chinese.

A. Galijatovic - Ahmet Galiyatovich (I believe M. Fetagich married a Galiyatovich lady after

WWI)

(Note: Galajatoerch (spelling) Ahmed, died aged 51, 11-06-1928 Section X1 grave number

349.

We believe he is very near these three graves in photo below)

BELOW: TOWNSVILLE, BELGIUM GARDENS CEMETERY. PAUPERS SITE. NOT MANY TOMBSTONES
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12/.1906 - ROKO, PROSPER -
Aratapu Riding Licence number 162 — May

Licence number 161 — May

13/. 1906 - ROKO, LUKA
Aratapu Riding Page 9

Licence number 306

14/. JUNE 11, 1906 - JELAS, ANTHONY
Te Kopuru Riding Page 10

Licence number 326

15/. June 23, 1906 - FETOVOGICH, MUSTAPPA
Kaihu Riding Licence number 329
Fetgich = Mustafa Fetagich
Name Fetgich
Event Type Immigration
Event Date 1908
Event Place Sydney, New Zealand
Occupation labourers and domestics
Ship Name Mokoia
Departure Port  Auckland
Departure Date 1908
Arrival Port  Sydney

Arrival Place Auckland

Osman Hadziahmetovic ......
Name O Hudzametwovich
Event Type Immigration
Event Date 1909
Event Place Sydney, New Zealand

Occupation Gentleman
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NAMES AND DESCRIFPTIONS OF PASSENGERS—CONTINUED.
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THF STORY OF GRANDFATHFR
MUSTAFA FETAHAJIC’

BELOW: MUSTAFA FETAHAJIC

FROM THE GUM FIELDS OF NEW ZEALAND BY THE GOOD SHIP ‘ZEALANDIA’ TO THE UNKNOWN OF AUSTRALIA

TITLE: FETAGICH, Mustaffa CATEGORY: photograph FORMAT: b&w print STATUS: preservation material
Contents range
01 Aug 1914 - 31 Dec 1921
Series number
D3597
Control symbol
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THE ABOVE PAGES WRITTEN BY THE GRANDSON OF MUSTAFA
HAVE BEEN TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH AS FOLLOWS ...

The daily newspaper Oslobodenje in April 2015 published an article by prof. Dr. Fikret Karcic
of the University of Sarajevo, entitled “First Bosnians in New Zealand”. This contribution by
prof. Karcic presented the research of a young researcher from New Zealand, ‘Abdullah
Drury’, who has published his research in the first issue of the recently established
newspaper Waikato Islamic Studies Review (University of Waikato Islamic Studies Group
Publication) in March 2015 (Vol. 1, No. 1). From this article, | learned something new about
our ancestors, and a few days later Oslobodenje published my short letter of thanks.

Work by Abdullah Drury was published under the title: ‘Mostly Harmless’: A Short History of
the First Century of the Muslim Settlers in New Zealand. The paper finds that the first
Muslim in New Zealand was in 1850 with this family mentioned from India. Later, there

were more Indian Muslims to follow.

A population census in 1874 recorded 15 Chinese ‘Mahomet Ans’ who worked as gold
miners. Arrival of the first of Turkmen families was registered in 1896. Today the Islamic
community in New Zealand has around 40,000 Muslims.
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Speaking of the first Muslims of Slavic origin in New Zealand, Drury analysed the shipping
lists of arrivals and departures from New Zealand and other available documents, but says...

The first Slavic Muslims to visit appear to have been O. and Salko (Salih) Hadziahmetovic
(variant spellings) who arrived in November 1904 with Dalmatian gum-diggers on the SS
Zealandia. It is not entirely clear who these men were as we do not have a simple list of the
entire party or specific arrival and departure dates, although these two men were identified
as “Armenians” by the official who wrote up the passenger list. By 1907 it seems there was
a group of 13 “Herzegovinians of Mohammedi religion” in Maropiu, north of Dargaville in
Northland, led by one Mustafa Fetahagich. According to the National Archives card-indexed
list of kauri gum license registers on 14 December 1904 Lahir Hadgovic (most probably
Hadzovic) was granted a one-year license to dig for gum in the Aratapu Riding, south of
Dargaville. He was joined six months later on 15 June 1905 by fellow Slavic Muslims Zaim
Budalica, Ahmet Falajic, Osman Felajic, Ahmet Galujativic (most probably Galijatovic), and
O. and Salko Hadziahmetovic. The following year Mustappa Fetagovich (Mustafa
Fetahagich), Ahmet Fetagovich, Avdo (Abduh) Fetagovich and Ahmet Galyatovick
(Galijatovich), worked licences at the Kaihu Riding. Ahmet, and O. and Salko
Hadziahmetovic also secured licenses to work at Kaihu Riding on 2 March 1907. To date
research has produced no further information. It is uncertain when the rest left New Zealand
but O. Hadziahmetovic and Zaim Budalica departed on the Mokoia from Auckland to Sydney
in January 1909.”

In a brief letter, | informed Dr. Karcic and author Abdullah Drury that, according to the
stories | heard from my mother, the Fetahagic that was mentioned was probably my
grandfather Mustafa and his brothers Ahmet and Abdullah (Avdo, Avdaga). Encouraged by
this writing, | began to get along on my own the puzzle this adventure of my grandfather
and his brothers. According to the names that have been mentioned, most of the young men
were neighbours from Mostaci and relatives from Trebinje.

Abdullah Drury has started sending documents to which he came, and | returned the
documents and information that have been in Australia (Brisbane), as destiny, collected by
my uncle with children, e.g.: Son and grandchildren of my grandfather Mustafa, who in the
last war, banished from Trebinje.

The oldest document that speaks of our first people who set out for Australia and New
Zealand is a travel steamer list of "Barbarossa" of 12 November 1904 (that took off from
Bremen, Germany). On the passenger lists are many interesting details, such as the port of
departure, the name of the ship owner, the name of the captain, names, marital status,
occupation and age of passengers, their country of origin and another. On the steamer
"Barbarossa" in Naples (Port of Embarkation) aboard landed in Sydney (the port at which
passengers are contracted to land) many Catholics native to our region (Herzegovina,
Croatia) and 12 passengers Bosniaks: Spahovi¢ Muharem, Avdo Fetahagic, Mehmed Capin,
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Ahmed Fetahagic (39 years old), Salko Hagjiahmetovic, Tahir Hadzovic (26), Zaim Budalica
(24), Omer Hagjiahmetovic (25), Ahmet Galijatovic (27), Lutvija Volic (22), Osman Fetahagic
(18), Muho Roca (22). As country of origin (state whether English, Scottish, Irish or
Foreigners) they registered by Austria (Austrian). In the board's interest (Profession,
Occupation or Calling of Passenger) they are enrolled as farmers.

All this data is on the travel list inscribed by hand, a name probably prescribed for the
documents with which our travellers set out from their country (Austria-Hungary).

The date that is inscribed on this list seems to be the date of landing in the port of
disembarkation (Sydney).

On the passenger list steamer, "Zealandia" 21. 11. 1904, which Drury mentions first
Bosnians are boarded in Sydney (Australia), and landed in Auckland (New Zealand). They, as
a country of origin were described as Armenian. All these lists are handwritten, and it is
obvious the clerk had problems with entering the names of our origin. It is sometimes
difficult to accurately read what is written.

The list was written out of 13: Lutuja Volic, Muhammad Capin, A. Galjatovic, Osman
Fetahagic, V. Muharem, Z. Budalica, O. Haggiahmetovic, A. Fetahagic, A. Fetahagic, S.
Hagjiahmetovic, T. Hadzovic, Muho Roco and another illegible name, which is more like the
English (W. A. Pringle?).

Most likely this is a group of 13 Bosnians who Drury mentioned that have settled in
Maropiu, north of Dargaville in Northland, led by Mustafa Fetahagic, who did not arrive in
New Zealand in this group, rather than later.

This shows that our people are kept together in Sydney. They were all on the steamer
Barbarosa which arrived in Sydney (Australia) on 12 November 1904, and already on 21
November 1904 (after nine days on solid ground in Sydney) they were on the steamer
Zealandia which landed in Auckland (New Zealand), located over two thousand kilometres
from Sydney.

STEAMBOAT ‘OROYA’ DOCKED IN NAPLES...

In this group arrived Ahmet and Avdo Fetahagic, older brothers of my grandfather Mustafa.
In Naples were the steamer "Oroya", which is set in London, boarded four "Austrians":
Mustafa Fetagic (24), Ahmed Catovic (22), Hasan Agbabic (32) and some Andrea Erceg
(which is probably the same person who later appear under the name of John Erceg). They
landed in Sydney on January 4, 1906, meaning only about 13.5 months after the first group.
Now it looks like they are on the steamer Mokoia continued to Auckland in New Zealand,
where they landed on January 22, 1906. Here is my grandfather Mustafa in New Zealand
and joined his brothers Ahmet and Avdi and other Trebinjca.
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For some of litigation at the time in which Mustafa Fetahagic appears as a witness, to
conclude that he refused to take off his fez in court with his head, and the Austro-Hungarian
consul in Auckland on 1 October 1907, addressed the court with a request “to
Herzegovinians of the Mohammedan religion be allowed to appear in court in clothing as
required by their religion” (that Herzegovinians of Mohammedan religion be allowed to
appear in court in dress proscribed by their religion).

Most of our early settlers to the New Zealand returned and continued to live in Australia.
Steamer Mokoia on 11 May 1908, Mr. Fetgich and Mr. A. Galigatovich left New Zealand and
landed in Sydney.

STEAMBOAT MOKOIA...

It also occurs in the newspaper Evening News from Sydney in the number of 16 May 1908, p.
2 in the information about the ship transport (shipping). Published list of passengers arriving
from Auckland (New Zealand): who arrived in Sydney by ship "Mokoia": Captain of the ship
R. E. Smith. The above are only surnames of passengers, including Fetgich and Galigatovic.
The very next year, on 14 August 1909, Mustafa Fetagich applied to the Commonwealth of
Australia for a certificate of naturalization. The file contains a number of naturalization
documents.

In the application form, Mustafa said that the worker by profession (Labourer), that lives in
Mourilyan near Geraldton to the Austrian by birth, that arrived in Australia from New
Zealand on 6 May 1906 that landed in the port of Sydney, New South Wales that since
arriving in Australia lived in Mosman near Port Langland 1 year in Mourilyan near Geraldton
to this day, that is in Australia uninterrupted for at least two years prior to the date of this
application, that is unmarried, it is not a naturalized citizen or subject of any other
countries. Also, attached to a certificate signed by Henry Elston, Association of Justice of
Peace as proof that he is Mustafa known that a person of good reputation. Dated in
Geraldton on 14 August 1909: The document recognized three manuscripts: the person who
filled the form, signature of Mustafa Fetagich and Henry Elston. On the back of this form is
confirmation signed by Elston.

Behind this document follows the pattern of Statutory Declaration by Mustafa completed
and signed. Here independently and honestly declares that called Mustafa Fetagich, that is
27 years old and he was born in Trebinje, 13 March 1882, in the country of Bosnia and
Herzegovina to the worker by profession and resides in Mourilyan, Geraldton, the state of
Queensland.

Then follows an oath of allegiance (Oath of Allegiance) in which Mustafa Fetagich swears to
be loyal and faithful to His Majesty King Edward VII, His heirs and successors according to
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law. SO HELP ME GOD! Below Peter MacArthur, Police Magistrate, confirms that this oath
before him signed on 31 January 1910

The Certificate of Naturalization of 9 March 1910, the General Governor of the
Commonwealth of Australia Dudlay, on the advice of the Federal Executive Council awarded
Mustafa Fetagich, a foreigner born in Trebinje in Bosnia and in the age of twenty-seven
years Certificate of Naturalization after which the said Mustafa Fetagich awarded all
POLITICAL and other rights, power and privilege and becomes subject to all the obligations
which owns BORN British subject or a subject of the Commonwealth.

Document bends much, from which we can see that it is like some identification document
Mustafa carries with him.

The acknowledgment of receipt of the Certificate of Naturalization no. 9338 of the Secretary
of the Department of Foreign Affairs with Mustafa's signature is dated 29 March 1910 from
Mustafa's manuscript can be seen that the points on the "i" and dashes on the letter "t"
written next to the little letters, which may mean that he was nearing bosancica of the Latin
alphabet.

Three years later, on the electoral roll Division Herbert (Mourilyan) in Australia in 1913,
under the number 432 is a registered name: Fetagich, Mustafa, a farmer, (M).

In the register of deaths for Queensland from 1 June 1913, the name: Shaficar Fetagich
(Sefik Fetahagic) (as my father's name): inscribed by Mustafa Fetagich, a mother Marma
Madam. Years of their marriage is not known, but the daughter Shaficar died as a child.
Another document shows that the Marma Madam died in 1943 (the same year as Mustafa,
who died as a refugee in Gracanica).

A year after that begins the First World War (1914) and Bosnians in Australia found
themselves in a difficult position. As subjects of the Austro-Hungarian Empire were
considered citizens of an enemy country, and my grandfather Mustafa Fetahagic interned in
a concentration camp, where some internees were also abused. There are indications that
my grandfather Mustafa, who already had Australian citizenship, voluntarily reported to the
Australian Army (ANZAC). We know this by the fact that there is a memory that grandfather
spent some time in Egypt in the Australian military base.

Grudge towards the few Muslims in Australia has increased after the incident at Broken Hill,
New South Wales; on 1 January 1915 conflict at Broken Hill was a fatal incident. Two people
were killed four people and wounded another seven before it liquidated the police and

army. Although they were politically and religiously motivated, the two men were members
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of an outlawed army and attack has been declared criminal. They were later identified as
Muslim Afghans from the British colony of India.

However, in a file on his grandfather's naturalization standing handwritten request for
denaturalization of 12 May 1919 (apparently, the manuscript is official), which states:
"Secretary, Department of Internal Affairs and Territories (Department of Home and
Territories). John Erceg - M. Fetagich — Denaturalization: Complete file Defence referring to
correspondence here is enclosed. Denaturalization Erceg and Fetagich are recommended.
There has to be Fetagich filed for denaturalization, | Trunble, Secretary. "

Here, as signatories of the request for denaturalization mentioned two names: John Erceg
and M. Fetagich. Perhaps it is this John Erceg same Andrija Erceg who with Mustafa in
Naples aboard the steamer "Oroya" and together arrived in Sydney, and then the boat
"Mokoia" in Auckland, New Zealand, on 22 January 1906. It is possible that Mustafa and
Erceg socialized so that together and liked internment.

From the file Mustafa's most interesting is a document of the Department of the Interior
and Territories which was written with a typewriter...

MINUTES...

1. Mustafa Fetagich, Austrian, Commonwealth naturalized 1910.

2. Authorities Defence require that he be denaturalized. He was interned and submitted a
request to be denaturalized in February 1919.

3. "Official records" in a file Defence Department show that Fetagich was President of the
Society for help internees Slavs. In reality, this Company is used as a cloak for the
organization of the Austrians in the District of Innisfail. Meetings of the Austrians, and
naturalized and denaturalized, are often held on his farm, and police, under various
pretexts, been prevented from access.

4. His own countrymen Fetagich considered completely unfair Union.
Filed, SS Henander, 26/05/19. "

The following document is hand written...

"See the notes in the case of (illegible), but how this man applied for denaturalization
recommended A. N. 30th 5th 19 (a manuscript).
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As the applicant sought - denaturalization approved (signature illegible) 6.6.19. (Second
manuscript).
Approved by the Executive Council of 6/18/19 (third manuscript) "

From this document you can see many things: Mustafa's request for denaturalization filed in
February 1919, when he was interned; it can be seen that he was President of the
Association for the Support internees Slavs (Chairman of the Society to assist interned Slavs),
and probably because of it, and himself was later interned; police could not come to his
farm, where frequent meetings were held "Austrians" (Drury thinks this is for Mustafa was a
tragic misunderstanding, and that the "Austrians” took place at his farm to perform
prayers); denaturalization procedure is carried express, while Mustafa was in internment.

The file is located Typewriter written confirmation stating...

"THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT | AM A NATURALIZED BRITISH SUBJECT {(.............. ) BUT DESIRE REPATRIATION TO GERMANY
(AUSTRIA). | THEREFORE APPLY TO BE DENATURALIZED AND DO NOT INTEND TO RETURN TO AUSTRALIA.

SIGNED AT HOLDSWORTHY THIS SEVENTH DAY OF JULY 1919.

WITNESS: - W. BONDSBY (INTELLIGENCE OFFICER)

MUSTAFA AS AN INTERNEE IN HOLSWORTHY, AUSTRALIA, 1919...

It is obvious that my grandfather Mustafa Fetahagic 19 August 1919 as internee in
Holsworthy filed for denaturalization and repatriation to Austria. We do not know exactly
when and how Mustafa arrived in Egypt, but we know for sure that he spent some time
there, but we do not know in what capacity. It is home to Mostaci from Egypt brought a
record player, a pocket watch, Cirak, binoculars and some other items that have long kept
his children. Shortly after arriving in Mostaci, Mustafa is married, and his first daughter, my
mother, was born in November 1921.

Mustafa was soon in Brcko passed the examination for the Imam, and the Masjid in Mostaci
served. Approaching the Second World War Mustafa for his views became the target of
nationalist threats in Trebinje, and in 1942 fled to Gracanica. Here is the other refugees
from Trebinje took refuge in a mosque Gracanica, where he continued to serve as an imam.
However, the first cold Bosnian winter with poor housing conditions and food came swirling
and he moved on March 12, 1943, the day before his 61st birthday. He was buried next to
the mosque. Many times | have travelled to Gracanica seeking his grave or any trace or
memory of his stay in Gracanica.

In the war | once with Nijaz Durakovic came to Gracanica in the front line tour and the
municipality we had a meeting with civil authorities. While Nijaz upstairs sitting with the
locals, | descended to the ground floor in the home office and in the books quickly found his
grandfather's name and the date of death 12. 3. 1943. However, in the book it says that he




~ 20 ~

died at the age of 53, which is understandable when someone from acquaintances gave this
information after his death. In search of his grandfather’s grave, to me alone with his uncle,
Murat was in Gracanica in 2005. We went into a small mosque on the hill which they told us
to call Ciriska mosques. There we go first, because the mother of Sayyid had used to say
something like “I think he was Imam in the mosque on the hill”. An elderly neighbour in the
house next to the mosque could not remember anything about war refugees from
Herzegovina. In the White mosque we met an elderly man who knew by heart the name and
address of every imam of the White Mosque since sometime before World War Il he was in
the religious school, or grandfather Mustafa was not heard. He told us that they were more
colourful mosque, mosques and mosques in Drafnici Lipa. One of these mosques in Tito's
time was demolished for the construction of the access road to Gracanica from Tuzla.

In the municipality, we took a copy of the death certificate of his grandfather Mustafa.
There was a friendly clerk who had some connection with Herzegovina. She told us that their
register of deaths after the war in 1945 occurred so that the prescribed death certificates of
the Islamic community, because by then this book led to religious institutions (this is a book
called: Register of deceased Muslims, sindZilli- vefijat). The Islamic community,
unfortunately, we quickly found that they have a book a few years before and after 1943,
and that book from 1943 missing. In these books is replaced and place of burial, and we
were hoping that we would learn more.

The fate of the other eleven Trebinje, first Bosnians in New Zealand, could be the same way
to trace. Tahir HadZovic¢ (1880-1911) died at the age of 31, just seven years after 1904, left
his Trebinje. Ahmet Galijatovié, according to the book of births, deaths and marriages for
Queensland, died at the age of 51 (1877-1928). In a status statement when applying for
naturalization in 1914, Ahmet as a place of birth stated Tarbajn (Trebinje?), Hertzogovina
died in Austria. From these two examples we can see that the first Bosnians to New Zealand
and Australia have not had an easy life.

We do not know exactly when Ahmet Fetahagic (1865-1933) returned to Trebinje, but we
know that after he married the first of six children started in 1919. From Australia brought
the wall clock that says it is manufactured in the United States and engraved date of
manufacture (16.6.1882). The casing is made of rosewood. Sat and now works and is kept
by his grandson Ahmet.

The Cairns Post newspaper in its issue of 28 June 1929 in the small ads posted an ad with
the following contents: "WANTED Buy Fruit and Vegetables; any amount, prices on trucks,
Coombs and Fetagich, Mourilyan." (DEMAND Buy Fruits and Vegetables; any amount, cost
loaded on a truck, Coombs and Fetagich, Mourilyan.)
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This Fetagich here is probably the brother of Mustafa Abdullah (Avdo, Avdaga) Fetahagic
that in Trebinje returned in 1947 and died ten years later. | vividly remember from your early
childhood staying in Mostaci with grandmother during the summer holidays, where we
spent time on Trebisnjici with Fetahagic round or keeping a cow or Sense. Adzo Avdaga to
horses, when the eagle in Mostaci, commanded in English and gave them the name of a
horse that had there, Bob and Dhaka.

But it seems that the fate of my grandfather Mustafa was exuberant.

INTERNMENT...

The largest internment camp in Australia for the First World War was in Holsworthy, near
Liverpool in Sydney suburb. The camp had between 4,000 and 5,000 internees, mostly from
Austria-Hungary, then the staff of German companies who are temporarily living in
Australia, crew boats caught in Australian ports, and naturalized and native Australians of
German origin. The prisoners were interned without trial, often without knowing what their
"crime" and without the knowledge of their families. Some of the camps were taken to
other Australian states where they were imprisoned at the beginning of the war. Many in
Western Australia, who were employed in the mines of gold around the town of Kalgoorlie,
originally were from countries of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, such as Serbia and Croatia.
About 700 of these internees were naturalized British subjects, 70 were native Australians.
Despite this, many of the internees were deported after the war to Germany.
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HOLSWORTHY INTERNMENT CAMP

LIVERPOOL INTERNMENT CAMP 1914 — 1918 POST CARD. DUBOTZKI COLLECTION, GERMANY.
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HOLSWORTHY INTERNMENT CAMP, C.1915. DUBOTZKI COLLECTION, GERMANY
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OQUEENSLAND.

S‘E&T‘@T@R‘Y" DECLARATION,

Referred to in Paragraph 6 of annexed application,

solemnly and sincerely declare tha P

1. My name ist~ W /
orn on the é //

2. My ageis &£ years, aml I was

, f
2. Name of city, OFM in the yem//@at? %
town, or loeality,
in the3 SSe—" - i the country o@”‘b—é:;

3 County, state,
department,
province, or as the

case may

3. My occupation is that of/

| =z, |
4. Full address, 4. My place of residence i%, M
in the State W/

¢ fll — S S

in the Commonwealth of Australia.
\
5. I have been resident in Australia for_Lyears.j M

6. I intend to settle in the Commonwealth.

And T make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be

true, and by virtue of the provisions of the Oaths Act of 1867.

Made a; declared before me
““M

:1:2 of‘%&f_ L jtu@tfo,/a ffﬂf@/_

It is particnlarly requested that the writing, especially of the names of persons and places, be plain
and legible.
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24 Certitieata—t

b COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALI Issued 1his jay

e tiis dav.

NATURALIZATION ACT 1903. / /
PO ) ot
ek s

APPLIGATIUN FOR CERTIEICATE OF NATURALIZATION.

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR:GENERAL.

;i N&;no in 5 4 I{%
full,
2. Address Of’%

and ocenpa-
tion.

hereby apply 46r a Certificate of Naturalization under the Naturalization Aect

1903.

3. State 2. I am by birth a¥es

“* Geran

subject > or . . % ﬁ
“French 3. I arrived in Australia from 4 ZZ=#*"
citizen,” &c,,
as caso
requires.

4. Country of
previous
residence.

5. Name of
ship.

6. State
places and
periods in
eac!

5. I have resided in Australia continuously for a period of two years

immediately preceding the date of this Application.
6. I forward herewith a Statutory Declaration, setting forth the particulars

required by Section 6, Sub-section (1), paragraph (2 ) of the said Act.

7. State 7. 1 amZ=7#7
whether

married I‘)ll'
unmarrie 8

b i 8. 1 haved... . Cmmmmm——m
dence of
wife.,

8 State
number.
S L Y e SRR e ke o see s LT L 8 Tl S R R RO
number of

each séx, and

b 9. I am not a naturalized subject or citizen of any other country.

pisitent, Nore.—If the Applicanv has taken out Naturalization Pn.p;rs iln any other country, this statement should be amended
accordingly.

y
’?wﬁ:‘;‘f’ :}‘“: 10. T forward also a certificate signed by.1%. . . . ./1L/(4/|,7 B m

person, and

e ds ﬂn./l.l«-% J[ Eﬁlo 2s£€ to the effect that I am known to him, and am a

of the Peade,
Tenchocker person of good repute.
State School,
or Officer of
Police.
11. Signature
of applicant,

children?®. . S
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HOME AND TERRITORIES DEPARTMENT. '

No.

JdlssaU AN DU : -

Mustafe Fetegich, an Austrisn, wes naturellzed by the
comm onwealth in 1910.
2 TPhe Dbefence suthorities ask that he should be denaturslized.

He was interned, and applied to be denaturselized in February 1919.

" r 4

Se The "Official Remerks" of the Defence Department Tille

show that Fetaglch was Chalirmen of a Soclety to assist lnterned

slavs. In reelity this Society wes used a8 & cloak tc organise

. Meetings of Austrlians,

o
o8
(2

the Austrians in the Innisfsall Dist

both neturalized sand umetursalized, w frequently held at hls
% o mmrry nd T e Pollce " wrsaws §c 2 retexts are tabharraed £ o T 3 >
ialfm, &ana ! & ice, On wvarilious prevexis, were daebarreda 1rol oelng
present.
1 o o~ - . > < - ) - 3 ) Bz . - a As s S %
4, Fetaglich was considered by his own countrymen to be
- v v

-
v

thoroughly disloyal to the Allles.

/
< /e T
w«O /O 4T
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19/6497 | \‘,\

The Secretary,
Department of Dofonce.

ﬂa/kgkn’
¥ith refercnce to your meworendum of the 12 081650
I beve to inform you that the Certificste of datwrelleation {eaded
to k. Fetapleh wag revoked by the Eascutive Counmell onm the 1éth June,

B, 1 ahall de elsd !f the certifiecste in queetion (¥o,9226)
cen be recovered from Fetarieh and returned to tkie Depertment,

¢+ Your departmental file wes returned with my memorandun of
the 11th June relative to John Erceg,

mIJAns—~"‘”:\'i /g

Secretary.

/
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. ¢ 567/10/869
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE,

N =viec  RWAW  clBOURNE. 4tk September, 1919,

SEP g - 10193

Becretary,

Department of Home and Territories,

M, FETAGICH - DENATURALISATION ,

With reference to your 19/6497 of the
23rd June, I am forwarding herewith as requested

enlee

Certificate of Naturalieation issued to M, Fetagich,

Sl ;
D “mmncan

Secretary ,

/4 ;@57/0%
Al
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. Received from the Secretary to the Department of External Affairs

Certificate of Naturalization No.___CZJLjﬁ/ :

h‘\

\ e /» S rgnalz«rejwﬁ_..é‘_@#_(_l’_ﬁ
\\_/'l p
Dateumu VA /0 0“"/’“% deyy

Coddlo,
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JOHAN (JOHN) FRCFG

ABOVE: TITLE: ERCEG, JoHN CATEGORY: PHOTOGRAPH FORMAT: B&W PRINT STATUS: PRESERVATION MATERIAL
CONTENTS RANGE 01 AUG 1914 - 31 DEC 1921 SERIES NUMBER D3597

Note: The following certificates requesting denaturalization for John Erceg and M. Fetagich.
It would appear that this John Erceg is the same as Andrija Erceg who with Mustafa boarded
the steamer Oroya in Naples and together arrived in Sydney. Then by the boat Mokoia to
Auckland, New Zealand, on 22 January 1906. It is possible that Mustafa and Erceg socialized
together and were in internment together.
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] Received from the Secretary to the Department

Certificate of Naturalization No._~7gq};

of Extermal Affairs

» A/
, (%
] / £ \
Stgnature___|oftan (o€ \
: ‘
Datc‘_AL_IL__.:_L;:kEa} 2 {\“L /5 Q yi
C.d2lo,
John Erceg
Naturalization ~
-
Z
Al 1919/6435 1909 - 1919 37601
Erceg John
circal915 -
[ PP141 5/2/134 circal920 750878
Gilja Erceg and John
Christian Thiele - gold mining
lease Kalgoorlie WA
1944 -
[ A12217 18482 1944 5454489
Applicant - ERCEG John;
Nominee - MILJAK Ljubica;
MATIC Mijo; nationality
Yugoslavian
1927 -
[ A261 1927/791 1927 7603843
Applicant - ERCEG John;
Nominee - RADALJ Ante;
nationality Yugoslavian
1927 -
I A261 1927/792 1927 7603844
Applicant - ERCEG John;
Nominee - ERCEG YOKOV;
nationality Yugoslavian
1926 -
B A261 1926/602 1926 7612519
Applicant - ERCEG John;
Nominee - KATIC Joze; 1928 -
[ A261 1928/423 nationality Yugoslavian 1928 8165926



http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=37601&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=37601
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=750878&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=5454489&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=7603843&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=7603844&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=7612519&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=8165926&isAv=N

[ A261 1929/289
[ A261 1929/290
[ D3597 578
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Applicant - ERCEG John;
Nominee - RAKIC Mate;
nationality Yugoslavian

Applicant - ERCEG John;
Nominee - MILJAK Ljubica;
nationality Yugoslavian

TITLE: ERCEG, John
CATEGORY: photograph
FORMAT: b&w print
STATUS: preservation
material

rom: Andrija Erceg, [Settler], Maropiu Date:
16 December 1911 Subject: Memorial for ORDER 1911

naturalisation

DETAILS »

1929 -
1929

1929 -
1929

1914 -
1921

1912

Op
®
0

8189174

8189175

200964517

Department of Internal ‘
Affairs, Head Office [record ‘ Wgtn

group]



http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=8189174&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=8189175&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=200964517&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=200964517
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24822983
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24822983
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FETAHAGIC AVDO. MR PASSENGER 3RD CLASS JUNE 15 1905 — FELAJIC, OSMAN — ARATAPU RIDING LICENCE NUMBER 241
JUNE 23 1906 — FETOVOGICH, ARDE — KAIHU RIDING LICENCE NUMBER 327
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NOTES FOR OTHERS...

Zealand

Sydney, Auckland
Labourers and Aucklan 190
Agladick Immigration 1909 New Mokoia Sydney
Domestics d 9
Zealand
Auckland,
Luta Aucklan
21 Nov 1904 New Sydney
Tolic Zealandia d Sydney
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne Aucklan
Mohamed Copin  Immigration New Zealandia Sydney
1904 y d
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne Aucklan
A Galjatovic Immigration New Zealandia Sydney
1904 y d
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne Aucklan
Osman Jetalagie  Immigration New Zealandia Sydney
1904 y d
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne Aucklan
S Muharem Immigration New Zealandia Sydney
1904 y d
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne Aucklan
Z Budalica Immigration New Zealandia Sydney
1904 y d
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne Aucklan
O Haggiahmetsric Immigration New Zealandia Sydney
1904 y d
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne Aucklan
A Jetalzic Immigration New Zealandia Sydney
1904 y d
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne Aucklan
A Jetalzic Immigration New Zealandia Sydney
1904 y d
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne Aucklan
S Hagjiahmetovic Immigration New Zealandia Sydney
1904 y d
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne Aucklan
C Hadrovic Immigration New Zealandia Sydney
1904 y d
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne Aucklan
Muho Roco Immigration New Zealandia Sydney
1904 y d
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Auckland,
21 Nov Sydne
W A Pringle Immigration New Zealandia
1904 y
Zealand
Auckland,
21 Nov
W Anderson Immigration New
1904
Zealand

> From: Wendy Goldsmith <Wendy.Goldsmith@dia.govt.nz>

> Subject: Archives enquiry

> | have looked at the

> Dargaville Magistrates Court civil record book [Archives

> reference: BADC 10765/2b] from September 1906 to September 1907, but
> none of the names you gave are mentioned there. | also looked at the
> Dargaville Magistrates Court criminal record book [Archives

> reference: BADC 10763/3a] from September 1906 to September 1907, but
> none of the names you gave are mentioned there either. There are

> cases relating to digging for Kauri gum without a licence, sometimes

> the fact that witnesses were called is mentioned, but no witnesses

> names are given. | checked the 1907 copy letters from the letter book
> [Archives reference: BADC 10787/1a], but nothing about your names,

> with or without their fezes.

> The following information

> is from the kauri gum license registers:

> [Archives reference: ZAAP

> A473/268]

> Page 53:

> Licence number 234 —

> June 15 1905 — Hadgovic, Lahir — Aratapu Riding Licence number 235 -
> June 15 1905 — Budalica, Zaim — Aratapu Riding Licence number 236 —

> June 15 1905 - Falajic, Armat — Aratapu Riding Licence number 238 —

> June 15 1905 — Galujativic, Ahmet — Aratapu Riding Licence number 239
>—June 15 1905 - Felajic, Osman — Aratapu Riding Licence number 241 —

Aucklan

Sydney



mailto:Wendy.Goldsmith@dia.govt.nz
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> June 15 1905 — Hadriakmetovic, O — Aratapu Riding Page 54:

> Licence number 242 —

> June 15 1905 — Hadriakmetovic, Salko — Aratapu Riding Page 106:

> Licence number 357 —

> December 14 1904 — Hadgovic, Lahir — Aratapu Riding

> [Archives reference: ZAAP

> A473/269]

> Page 8:

> Licence number 161 — May

> 5 1906 — Roko, Prosper — Aratapu Riding Licence number 162 — May

>5 1906 — Roko, Luka — Aratapu Riding

> Page 9:

> Licence number 306 —

> June 11 1906 — Jelas, Anthony — Kopuru Riding Page 10:

> Licence number 326 —

> June 23 1906 — Fetovogich, Arde — Kaihu Riding Licence number 327 —

> June 23 1906 — Fetovogich, Ohmet — Kaihu Riding Licence number 328 —
> June 23 1906 — Fetovogich, Mustappa — Kaihu Riding Licence number 329
> June 23 1906 — Galyatovick, Ahmet — Kaihu Riding Page 18:

> Licence number 176 —

> March 2 1907 — Hadriakmetovich, O — Kaihu Riding Licence number 177 —
> March 2 1907 — Hadriakmetovich, Salko — Kaihu Riding

> Not much information in

> these registers (the men in register 269 are all recorded as paying

> one pound for their licences — register 268 does not record the

> payments), but | hope they help confirm some of the names you are

> researching.

> 95 Richard Pearse

> Drive, Mangere | PO Box 201 103, Auckland Airport, Manukau 2150, New
> Zealand |

> www.archives.govt.nz



http://www.archives.govt.nz/
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From: [Owen Gaze], Secretary, Maropiu Racing Club,
Maropiu [Dargaville] Date: 10 February 1890
Subject: For permission to use totalisator on 21 ORDER
March [1890] DETAILS »

From: Ernest George Ruwolt, Kai-Iwe, Maropiu
[Dargaville] Date: 16 June 1894 Subject: Memorial grper
for Naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Peter Anderson, Gum digger [Finland]
Maropiu Date: 26 July 1899 Subject: Memorial for  grper
naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Fredrick Bos, Maropiu Date: 24 April 1903 ORDER
Subject: Memorial for naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Andrew Schuld, Maropiu, Auckland Date: 5 ORDER
February 1906 Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Ivan Delich, Maropiu Date: 15 August 1908  orper
Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Lovro Sumich, Maropiu Date: 5 September ORDER
1908 Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Ante Sumich, Maropiu Date: 5 September ORDER
1908 Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Ivan Sumich, Maropiu Date: 3 October 1908 oRrper
Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Maropiu Racing Club, Maropiu, Dargaville
Date: 19 February 1910 Subject: For permit for race orper
meeting 1st January 1911 DETAILS »

From: Ante Zegura, Maropiu Date: 20 August 1910 orper
Subject: Memorial for naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Donko Bakalich, Maropiu Date: 20 August ORDER
1910 Subject: Memorial for naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Domenik Mihaljevich, Maropiu Date: 3
September 1910 Subject: Memorial for ORDER
naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Frank Lendich, Maropiu Date: 3 December ORDER
1910 Subject: Memorial for naturalisation DETAILS »
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From: Marco Lendich, Maropiu Date: 3 December ORDER 1910
1910 Subject: Memorial for naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Marko Begovich, Maropiu Date: 3 December  orper 1910
1910 Subject: Memorial for naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Jure Lendich, Maropiu Date: 3 December ORDER 1910
1910 Subject: Memorial for naturalisation DETAILS »

From: Andrija Erceg,[Settler], Maropiu Date: 16

December 1911 Subject: Memorial for ORDER 1911
naturalisation DETAILS »

From: A Beloch, Maropiu Date: 6 April 1912 ORDER 1912
Subject: Memorial for Naturalisation DETAILS »
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MARINERS AND SHIPS IN AUSTRALIAN WATERS

BARBAROSSA

OF BREMEN, F. MENTZ, MASTER, BURTHEN 6521/10915 TONS FROM THE PORT OF BREMEN VIA MELBOURNE TO SYDNEY,
NEW SOUTH WALES, 12 TH NOVEMBER 1904

http://marinersandships.com.au/1904/11/061bar.htm

MARINERS AND SHIPS IN AUSTRALIAN WATERS

BARBAROSSA

OF BREMEN, F. MENTZ, MASTER, BURTHEN 6521/10915 TONS
FROM THE PORT OF BREMEN VIA MELBOURNE TO SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES, 12TH NOVEMBER 1904

Surname Given name Station Age Of what Nation Status Comments
MENTZ F. MASTER CREW
MEYER CARL 1ST OFFICER 39 BREMERHAVEN CREW
OHLROGGE WILH 2ND OFFICER 38 BREMEN CREW
SCHONAU GEORG 2ND OFFICER 30 BREMEN CREW
HOVERS BERNH. 3RD OFFICER 32 BURGHAM CREW
MENGE CARL 3RD OFFICER 26 HANNOVER CREW
FELDMAIER HUGO ASSISTANT 27 ? CREW
FLECK CARL 1ST BOATSWAIN 44 LEHE CREW
SCHWARZ THEOD. 2ND BOATSWAIN 40 NEU PALOW CREW
FLUGGER FRIEDR. 1ST CARPENTER 38 VEGESACK CREW

BORKENHAGEN MAX 2ND CARPENTER 32 LIEGENORT ?

CREW
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GREFENKAMP
OELLRICH
STOSCH
TROJAN
ROCKFASCHEL
BEHRENDT
GULWUCH
WIBBEN

TUK

MAKIES
OELTIEN
PAPENFUSS

VAN DER PUTTEN

PLOK

RAMM
RENKEN
RENNEWANZ
SCHOCKMOHL
SCHOCKMOHL
TAPE

WENDT

BUSS
GREFENKAMP
MENZEL
SCHONEFELD
SCHNEITHORST
WITT
BEHRENS
DREYER
DUBBERKE
HESSE
KLUVER
PAUTZEN
STABENOW
LAMSBACH
SCHNEIDER
KOCH

ARNOLD
HARTIG

EINTS
DEMETER
GRABIJEN

CLEM
DIEDR.
WALDEM
MART.
ERNST
RUD.
WILH.
FRIEDR.
AUG.
AUG.
HERM.
ALB.
HEINR.
RICH.
ROB.
JOH.
GEORG.
ANT.
JOH.
EILORT
ALBT.
HINR.
CLEM
RUD.
ERNST
GERH.
HEINR.
OTTO
AUG.
EMIL
HEINR.
WILH.
PETER
JOsS.
AUG.
WILH.
HUGO
RICH.
WILH.
HEINR.
HERM.
JOH.
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QUARTER MASTER 49
QUARTER MASTER 31
QUARTER MASTER 23
QUARTER MASTER 24

SAILMAKER
B.
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BOY
BOY
BOY
PORTER

1ST ENGINEER
2ND ENGINEER
3RD ENGINEER
3RD ENGINEER
4TH ENGINEER
4TH ENGINEER
4TH ENGINEER
ASSISTANT

ASSISTANT

26
39
29
28
29
28
31
30
28
27
26
26
24
23
26
28
29
19
20
17
18
18
17
16
16
17
18
48
36
49
32
29
28
26
26
25
23
24

BREMERHAVEN CREW
GEESTEMUNDE CREW
STADE CREW
CHARLOTTENBURG CREW
DANZIG CREW
NIEDERING CREW
GORLITZ CREW
NEULEHE CREW
DUREN CREW

CREW
GEESTEMUNDE CREW
GEESTEMUNDE CREW
GEESTEMUNDE CREW
GEESTEMUNDE CREW
BREMERHAVEN CREW
BREMERHAVEN CREW
BREMERHAVEN CREW
BREMERHAVEN CREW
BREMERHAVEN CREW
BREMERHAVEN CREW
BREMERHAVEN CREW
GEESTEMUNDE CREW
GEESTEMUNDE CREW
BREMEN CREW
BREMEN CREW
BREMEN CREW
BREMEN CREW
BOKEL CREW
BOKEL CREW
WULSDORF CREW
WULSDORF CREW
WULSDORF CREW
BREMERHAVEN CREW
BREMERHAVEN CREW
BREMERHAVEN CREW
BREMEN CREW
LAUENBURG CREW
SUDENBURG CREW
WILHELMSHAVEN CREW
BREMEN CREW
BREMEN CREW
BREMEN CREW




LOHMANN
BADER
HOWALLICK
RIEMER
BENKERT
DORING
GUSE
HINRICHS
HACKMANN
SCHILDT
TIASE
HAUSMANN
WUBNER
KAMMEYER
BOLLER
BOHLE
BIER
BLUME
CONSENTINS
DREWS
GRAB
HERBECK
JUST
KUBIAK
LUBKE
LOHBRAND
MARTINS
NISSEL
PAULIG
REESE
REGENER
SCHRAMM
HEINMANN
STEINGASS
STATIES
SCHWEIDT
THIEDIGK
ZIMMERMANN
BACH
FABER
GEBAUER
HERGET

HERM.
JUL.
PAUL
ED.
JOsS.
PAUL
MAX
ERNST
RUD.
OTTO
HEN.
JOH.
ALEX.
DIEDR.
HEINR.
HEINR.
AUG.
AUG.
OTTO
FRANK
JOHS.
CARL
PAUL
ANDR.
PAUL
OTTO
HEINR.
WILH.
WILH.
PAUL
ANDR.
HERM.
FRIEDR.
MAX
GEORG.
GUST.
OTTO
AUG.
JOH.
THEOD.
MAX
HANS
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ASSISTANT
ELECTRICIAN

OILER

OILER

OILER

OILER

OILER

OILER
STOREKEEPER
CHIEF FIREMAN
CHIEF FIREMAN
CHIEF FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
FIREMAN
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER

21
32
26
28
29
31
29
33
28
32
28
31
23
34
27
28
26
29
32
29
31
25
28
32
34
25
24
28
29
26
28
33
29
28
34
31
22
26
28
24
27
22

BREMEN
BREMEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
GEESTEMUNDE
GEESTEMUNDE
GEESTEMUNDE
BREMEN
BREMEN
WEILBURG
BERLIN

BERLIN

BERLIN
DANZIG
DANZIG
DANZIG

BREMEN
BREMEN
BREMEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
GEESTEMUNDE
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BERLIN
BERLIN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMEN
WULSDORF
WULSDORF
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN

CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW




JACOBLEWSKI
KAPSER
LUTZKINDORF
MEIER

PAPKE
PAFSCHULST
RABOWSKI
REICHMANN
SCHALLER
SCHULZ
SIEGFRIED

TAUSENDFREUND

VIERBEL
WOITKE
LACHER
DIETSCHMANN
STEDE
AHRENS

JOH.
MAX
HERM.
CARL
HEINR.
GUST.
OTTO
BRUNO
CHR.
GUST.
MICH.
ARTH.
PAUL
CARL
WALTER
WILLY

AD.

DUNDABSCHECK ? PAUL

LOOTS
ROLOFF
LOHMANN
ZOLLNER
MARDE
GOLDSTEIN
SCHNELLINGER
WALBRECHT
HEITLAND
CASKER
CORDING
BRIMNER
MEYERHOLZ
GROBEL
NAGEL
HEITMANN
HARRLE
HENTSCHEL
HIELSCHER
KELLOR
RETTIG
TICH

KLEIN

ARN.
CARL
ALB.
ALFR.
BERNH.
ERICH
JOs.
RUD.
HEINR.
FRIEDR.
DIEDR.
GEORG.
JOH.
HERM.
RICH.
JOH.
HEINR.
AFR.
WILH.
PAUL
HENRY
ERWIN
WILH.
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TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
TRIMMER
FIREMAN

CHIEF COOK
2ND COOK
COOK

COOK

COOK

COOK

COOK
CONFECTIONER

22
31
34
28
26
32
27
29
22
29
29
24
29
26
29
24
38
28
34
32
29
26
28
33
24
35
24

1ST STEAM COOK 41

2ND STEAM COOK 28

1ST BAKER
2ND BAKER
3RD BAKER

PROV. STEWARD

1ST BUTCHER
2ND BUTCHER
SCULLERYMAN
SCULLERYMAN
SCULLERYMAN
SCULLERYMAN
SCULLERYMAN
SCULLERYMAN

CHIEF STEWARD

37
36
22
36
30
29
28
26
22
22
27
19
50

BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
MUNCHEN
MUNCHEN
DRESDEN
BERLIN
BERLIN
DANZIG
DANZIG
BREMEN
BREMEN
BREMEN
BREMEN
BREMERHAVEN
GENNA
BREMERHAVEN
BREMEN
BREMEN
GEESTEMUNDE
GEESTEMUNDE
BERLIN
BERLIN
BERLIN
BERLIN
DANZIG
DRESDEN
DRESDEN
DRESDEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
BREMERHAVEN
GEESTEMUNDE
GEESTEMUNDE
GEESTEMUNDE
GEESTEMUNDE
GEESTEMUNDE
BREMERHAVEN

CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
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WOLK WILH 2ND STEWARD 32 BREMERHAVEN CREW
POHL AUG. 2ND STEWARD 24 BREMERHAVEN CREW
BIEMULLER PHIL. 1ST PANTRYMAN 36 BREMERHAVEN CREW
PRULL HERM. 2ND PANTRYMAN 24 BREMERHAVEN CREW
DEMPWOLF CARL PANTRY 22 BREMERHAVEN CREW
ASSISTANT
JASPENS HEINR. PANTRY 19 WULSDORF CREW
ASSISTANT
PAULS HERM. PANTRY 21 WULSDORF CREW
ASSISTANT
STIEGLUTZ PAUL PANTRY 23 HAMBURG CREW
ASSISTANT
DEURING WILH. SCULLERYMAN 22 DRESDEN CREW
GALLERF FRANTZ SCULLERYMAN 21 DRESDEN CREW
KRETLOW ALB. SCULLERYMAN 27 DANZIG CREW
LEUTZ HEIN. SCULLERYMAN 24 DANZIG CREW
GRAHL PAUL BARBER 36 WILHELMSHAVEN CREW
GUNTHER CAROLINE =~ STEWARDESS 52 WILHELMSHAVEN CREW
MUMMENTHEY LUISE STEWARDESS 44 CASSEL CREW
SCHAUMANN ADELE STEWARDESS 43 CASSEL CREW
WOLFGARDT STEWARDESS 39 LEHE CREW
WARUKE GRETE STEWARDESS 3RD48 AHLEN CREW
CLASS
BOTTCHER ALWYN STEWARD 26 EINBECK CREW
BRAUN GOTTFR. STEWARD 23 BERLIN CREW
DAINGEL GEORG STEWARD 23 BERLIN CREW
EINERS RUD. STEWARD 21 BREMEN CREW
EGGERT WILLY STEWARD 19 BREMEN CREW
FISCHER HEINR. STEWARD 28 NUREMBERG CREW
FELLER RUD. STEWARD 20 GEESTEMUNDE CREW
HARTLOFF CARL STEWARD 30 GEESTEMUNDE CREW
HORENKOHL LUDW. STEWARD 21 BREMERHAVEN CREW
JANSSEN HERM. STEWARD 24 BREMERHAVEN CREW
JUNGMANN PAUL STEWARD 23 BREMERHAVEN CREW
KRAUSE FRIEDR. STEWARD 26 BREMERHAVEN CREW
KIMERT OTTO STEWARD 27 BREMERHAVEN CREW
KLOSTERKAMP ENGELB. STEWARD 23 BERLIN CREW
KRUGEL ARTHUR STEWARD 18 BERLIN CREW
LOHMANN CARL STEWARD 18 BREMEN CREW
LIPPOLD FRANZ STEWARD 19 BREMEN CREW
MACHELEIT ARTH. STEWARD 21 BREMEN CREW
MATTHESIUS CARL STEWARD 36 BREMEN CREW
MEYER HEINR. STEWARD 31 GEESTEMUNDE CREW
KRUSCHEL LUDW. STEWARD 31 GEESTEMUNDE CREW




NIEMANN
NIEMANN
OERTEL
OCHSE

PIEHL

ROESE
RUDLOFF
RIECHER
SEUFF

SEATZ
SCHULZ
STEINGER
TIMM
UTERMOHLEN
WERNER
WISCHNEWSKI
WILHARM
MITTLOHNER
KRAUSE
DETHERN
HINTZ
KUMPFER
OTTO
PARCHE
ULLRICH
BECKHAUS
MOHR
WISCHNEWSKI

BARKOWSKI

KOCH

PENNING

WAUSNER

WISCHHUSEN

GERDES

BEHMKE
LANGHEIM
HAMELBERG

BENN

JUL.
JOH.
FRANZ
FRDR.
AD.
FRDR.
CARL
HERM.
WILLY
PAUL
CARL
PAUL
JOHS.
WILH.
HEINR.
HERM.
CARL
JOH.
CARL
FRDR.
RUD.
CARL
AUG.
CARL
ERNST
FRDR.
CHR.
GUST.

FRDR.

RUD.

PAUL

ERNST

GEORG

GEORG

HELENE
WILHELMINE
THEOD.

EMIL

STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD
STEWARD

2ND STEWARD
3RD CLASS

STEWARD 3RD
CLASS

STEWARD 3RD
CLASS

STEWARD 3RD
CLASS

STEWARD 3RD
CLASS

STEWARD 3RD
CLASS

STEWARD 3RD
CLASS

WASHWOMAN
WASHWOMAN
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18
22
22
18
19
23
26
24
25
28
19
19
24
32
31
26
23
23
21
24
27
31
29
32
37
34
28
26

23

19

26

27

24

21

30
32

PANTRYMAN 3RD 26

CLASS
STEWARD 3RD

22

DRESDEN
ALTONA
ALTONA
HAMBURG
HAMBURG
AHLEN
CASSEL

GEESTEMUNDE
GEESTEMUNDE
GEESTEMUNDE
BREMERHAVEN
BREMEN
BREMEN
BREMEN
BREMEN
HAMBURG
HAMBURG
HAMBURG
HAMBURG
ALTONA
BERLIN
WULSDORF
WULSDORF
BREMERHAVEN

GEESTEMUNDE

BREMEN

BREMEN

BREMEN

BREMEN

DANZIG
DANZIG
DANZIG

CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW
CREW

CREW

CREW

CREW

CREW

CREW

CREW

CREW
CREW
CREW

CREW




SAVOI

KOOK

LANDOLT

LHOEST

WOLTERHOFF
LUDOWICI
KEBBEL
KEBBEL
DEARY
DEARY
DEARY
DEARY
DEARY
SMITH
SMITH
BROWN
BAUMANN
BAUMANN
BRANDT
BRANDT
CALLAGHAN
CALLAGHAN
WACHTER
WACHTER
REIMANN
FUNK
FUNK
FUNK
HEES
HEES
FFRENCH
EDMONDS
EDMONDS
BOILEAU
BOILEAU
GOTLEY
GOTLEY
SQUIRES
SQUIRES

FRANZ

FERD.

LEONHARD
R.

R

T.C.

W. M.
W. M.
P.

P.
CHILD 1
CHILD 2
CHILD 3
T. M.

T. M.

T. M.

B.
FREDERIC
THERESE
T.C.
MARG.

H.

CHAS.

F. J.

L. J.

G. J.

J. W,

GEO.
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CLASS

STEWARD 3RD 28
CLASS

STEWARD 3RD 25
CLASS

STEWARD 3RD 19
CLASS

MR

MR
MR
MR
MRS
MR
MRS

MR
MRS
MISS
MR
MRS
MR
MRS
MR
MRS
MISS
MR
MISS
MRS
MISS - CHILD
MISS - CHILD
MR
MRS
MR
MR
MISS
MR
MRS
MR
MRS
MR
MRS

CREW

CREW

CREW

PASSENGER 1ST CLASS

PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 1ST CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS




MCALPINE

NEWLAND-
FLETCHER

FLETCHER
CHPMAN
MAYERS
BURY
EUSON
BURY
EWENS
FOX

FUNK
GROTH
HAWKES
DAWNSON
ASCA
ROSS
ROSS
ADOLFF
DUTHIE
SMITH
MILNE-WALKER
MILNE-WALKER
KING
SCHLEICH
FUTTERER
BANDEROB
BITTELMAYER
PETERSON
OLSEN
OLSEN
THEUNE
WINZER
WINZER
WINZER
WINZER
LANGER
LANDHERR
LUKS
DAVIS
TURPIN
KOCK
HERDISTY

JOHN

MARJORY
B. H.
CHAS.

H. A.

S. A

W.
JOHN
PAUL
CLAUS
JACOB
MARIE
LOUISE
OTTO
OTTO
LIDLY
IRENE
BELLA
ADAM
WILLY
CHR.
EMILIE

I T
“
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MR
MR

MISS
MR

MRS

MR

MRS
MISS
MR

MRS

MR

MR

MR

MR

MR

DR.
MASTER
MR

MR

MR

DR.
MRS

MR

MR

MR

MR

MR

MRS
MRS
MASTER
MR

MRS
MISS
MISS - CHILD
MASTER - CHILD
MR

MR

MRS

MR

MR

MR
MISS

PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS

PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
PASSENGER 2ND CLASS
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PARTRIDGE
PORTER
DISERENS
PATERSON
PATERSON
THOMAS
DONALD
EYRE
KEENAN
MCCARM
ANDRWS
PAGE
ROBERTS
GODLEY
GILHING
BOYD
PRINGLE
CORRINGHAM
CORRINGHAM
CORRINGHAM
CORRINGHAM
JAMES
COTTON
DUNFORD
LEDHRY
HOUSTON
SMITH
HARRISON
HARRISON
O'CONNELL
AYERS
RAMSEY
RAMSEY
RAMSEY
THOMSON
THOMSON
HUSLER
SORRELL
THOMSON
JOHNSTON
ADAMS
YARGUS ?

ELLEN

F. AMELIA
CONSTANT
A.

CHAS.
GEO.

JAMES
PATRICK
GEORGE
JOHN
FRANK
FRANK
ERNST
H. W.
W.

W. B.

M.

J.
THOMAS
J.

KATE
EDUARD
J.C.
LISSY
GODDEN
W.

J. B.

L. W.

H.

CHAS.
ALEXANDER
SUSANNE

MRS
MRS
MR
MRS
MASTER
MR
MR
MRS
MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
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MR
MISS - CHILD
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MR
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MR
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MRS
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ATKINSON
SEAMAN
CARLOO
CARLOO
RINDERLI
HAMBURGER
AUBERSON
GAGLIARDI
TRUDA

DI TRAIN
TRUDA
VITA

VITA

VITA
DUHOVIDE
DUHOVIDE
GILHING
PAVO
KATIC

BUSELIC
ANTEMOVIC
JUJINVICIE
ANTEMOVIC

ANTEMOVIC
PEODRE
RAVLIC
BEGANIC
RAVLIC
ANTEMOVIC

ANTEMOVIC
ORSULIC
MIOCEVIC

TADIJA
ANTEMOVIC
VUICIC
ANTEMOVIC
MAYSTROVIC
BOKSIC
JUINOVIC
MAYSTROVIC

JOHN
FANNY

ADOLF
ALICE

J.E
GUERECIA
ETTORE
MATTIA
ROSINE
DOMENICA
GIOVANNI
MICHELE
GIOVANNI
MATTEO

STEFANO C.

NATE DI
ANTE

MATE
JOZO IVAN
IVAN ANTIN

JOZOQUE
ANTE

MATE
ANTE
MATE
LUKA
MIJA

JOZOQUE
IVAN
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MRS
MR
MRS
MR
MISS
MR
MR
MR
MR
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MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
MRS
MR
MR

MR
MR
MR
MR

MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
MR

JOZIN MATIN MR

IVAN ANTIN

ANTE
MARKAR

BENO

IVAN

JERKO

ANTE

TOZA MATIN
IVAN

ILYA JOZIN
MDA

MR
MR

MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
MR
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PIVAC

KATIC
KATAIRIC
KATAIRIC
BOKSIC
MAYSTROVIC
DUPORT
PECAR
KOSOLIC
IVICEVIC
ANTEMOVIC
JERKO
TARAC
SAGHEDIN
BRANOTOVIC
PERVAN
IVICEVIC
PIVAC

SPAHOVIC

JELAS
TERVAN
FETAHAGIC
CAPIN
FETAGAGIC

HAGUAHMETOVIC

HADZOWIC
BUDALICA

HAGJIAHMETOVIC

GAGLIJATOIRE

SIMIC
VITLE
PASALIC
PASALIC
VALIC
FETAHAGIC
ROCA
LEOKIDE
LEOKIDE

ANTE
MATE
MATE
MARKO
IVAN
JUNE
STEFANO
MATO
NIKOLA
CIRIL
LUKA
POSA
JURO
ANTON
ANTON
IVAN STYAN
BOZIC

ANTE
MACKOW

MAHARON

ANTE

IVAN STIPIN
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MEHMED
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OMAR
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FRANK
TAKOO
LUTWIJA
OSMAN
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V. H.
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PASSENGER3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
PASSENGER3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
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PASSENGER3RD CLASS
Alt. HUHAREM

PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
Alt. FETAHAGIC

PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
Alt.
HadZiahmetoviae

PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS

PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
Alt.
Hadziahmetoviae

PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
Alt. AHMED

PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
PASSENGER3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
PASSENGER3RD CLASS
PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
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LEOKIDE MARGARETE PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
LEOKIDE CANIANO PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
LEOKIDE APOSTALE  CHILD PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
LEOKIDE PENELOPE  CHILD PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
LEOKIDE JANKO CHILD PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
LEOKIDE MARIE CHILD PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
LEOKIDE CHRISTO PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
SALEH ISAB ABDUL MR PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
ATTALAH N. K. MR PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
BARKER M. MISS PASSENGER 3RD CLASS
OVEN J.W. MR PASSENGER 3rd CLASS

Nordd, Lleyddampfer ,, Barbarcsse’ den Hafen veylossend

SS BARBAROSSA

SS Barbarossa was built by Blohm & Voss, Hamburg, Germany, in 1896, for the North
German Lloyd Line. She operated on both North Atlantic crossings and the Bremerhaven-
Australia route.
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With the outbreak of World War |, she took refuge in Hoboken, New Jersey, and was
interned by the United States. She was seized when the United States entered the war 6
April 1917.

U.S. NAVY TRANSPORT...

Damage inflicted by her crew prior to seizure was repaired and she was commissioned on 3
August 1917, with Cmdr. H. L. Brinser in command. Shortly after commissioning she was
renamed USS Mercury.

Mercury got underway for her first transatlantic troop-ferrying mission on 4 January 1918.
Before the armistice, she had completed seven voyages to France, carrying over 18,000
passengers. After the armistice, she reversed the flow of troops, making eight crossings to
return more than 20,000 to the United States.

POST-WAR SERVICE...

After completing her last crossing as a U.S. Navy ship on 19 September 1919, she
decommissioned and on 27 September 1919 was turned over to the Army Transport
Service for use as an Army transport. The Army in turn transferred her to the U.S. Shipping
Board in August 1920. Mercury was chartered by the Baltic SS Corp of America for a
proposed service between New York and Danzig, however the service never operated and
the ship was returned to the Shipping Board in January 1921, when she was laid up. She
was sold for scrapping in February 1924.
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ALSO - REMEMBER

THE OTHERS
S NOVEMBER 11,
2011 BY INAVUKIC 5 COMMENTS

VICKO, CCA 1925

Today, Red Poppy badges adorn the suits of men and women across the world — on the

11" day of the 11" month of every year we remember that World War | ended. It’s
Remembrance Day for those who were killed during that war and observed by the countries
of the Commonwealth (formerly known as the British Commonwealth).

At 11 am today | stood still and silently for a minute or two as so did all other shoppers and
staff at a stationery store | happened to be in at the time.

Standing like that, in respectful silence, the memory of my grandfather Vicko appeared in
my mind from nowhere! And | thought: Yes grandad, | remember the stories you used to
tell me when | was a child; how you suffered humiliation and utter despair while interned in



https://inavukic.com/author/inavukic/
https://inavukic.com/2011/11/11/also-remember-the-others/#comments
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a concentration camp within the Commonwealth from 1914 to 1918, just because your
immigration papers said you were a citizen of Austro-Hungarian Empire.

| remembered him telling me that he resisted being taken to the concentration camp by
insisting that he was not an Austria-Hungarian citizen, that he was a Croatian. Then the
officers told him that “the country of Croatia did not exist”, then he replied: “But Croatian
nation of people exists”. Regardless, he spent the years of WWI interned in the camp only
to be deported in 1919, along with thousands of other innocent people like him, back to
Croatia, i.e. into the newly proclaimed Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes.

ON THE GUMFIELDS
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XLVI, ISSUE 14191, 14 OCTOBER 1909, PAGE 6

CROATIANS AT WORK AND
PLAY.
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A STRONG DESIRE FOR LAND.
[FROM OUR DARGAVILLE OCORRESPONDEXNT.]

Trx number of Croatians in the Dominion
is computed by the editor of the Glas

there is every reason to believe that owing
to their nomadic babits and scattered com-
munities a complete total wak not secured.
Moreover, during the past three yoars many
hundreds have arrived in Auckland, stiract-
ed by the glowing reports of their com-
patriots. In common parlance the Croa-
tians are designated as Austrians. This they
resent, much as a Welshman would being
called Sootch or Irish. A small number of
Boenians are amongst them, and these by
their fex headgear make patent their adher-
ence to the dominant Turkish creed. In
their home country these forcigners were
with few exceptions engaged in agriculture.
In New Zealand their energies are concen-
trated in winning kauri gum, sod they have
fully- demonstrated their capability for hard
work. A small percentage is engaged in
store and restaurant-keeping, but as they
cater specially for their countrymen on the
gumfields may be embodied as dependents
on the gum industry. Few of their women-
is due to the fact that the bulk of the ar-
rivals are young unfettered men, but in-
stances are frequent where thrifty fellows
have been enabled to bring out  their
fiancees and seitle down to the delights and
burdens of mairimony. . '

N TN, pp—— . -1
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burdens O mMALrImMony. .
¥rom what information can be gleaned it
is probabis that w0 per ccnt. wiil -become

the initial steps to such an eventualit by
wedding women of British origin, an ob-
taining naturalisation papers. -As 8 whole
the Croatians are couspicuously scber and
honest, and though conservatave in their
millcinl sphers are inclined tq::lrn participate in
all current enjoyment. ~ gumdiggiog
ttiey have chosen what i teemed the
“deop ground” order of work-—that is, in
obtaining from the swamps and morasses
the resin which tlie Britisher, with
modic and unorganised labour, bas juiled to
gain. In many cases 2 ¥y, consisting
of 10 or 40 individuals, leass. the gum
rights of & swamp. Into this th will
excavate huge drains for considerable dis-
tancex, and then by a network of smallet
ditches afford free for the hitherto
imprisoned mt?. Suach on;k is one ﬂl::
great labour and expense. places
territory immediately below the surface is
llmmhmlid ;il:tber,l :31 which ;:::b ﬁ
saws have to play a leading part,

work is usually of a remunerative charac-
ter. The hours of laboour sverage mne,
and & weekly earning of £8 5s is reganded
as sminently satisfactory. -

The Croatians work hard, bui they also
take a good deal of recreation, for in ad-
dition to the ordinary holidaye which mark
our calendsr they ‘an extra 35 days in
feetival of various . On such occa-~
sions paiely ix predominant, and ths Cros-
tian colours float from the camp flag-poles.
They are musically inclined, =zad peari-
singing is & pastime in which all' seemy
enabled to jein wr&ap!ma{ngfaﬂmr. n{l,n
CAINP ulbj" your -gamns how a
like all Continentsl races, are fond n?d.me—
ing. Billiards is_fast becoming an atiro-
tion, and this is leading them, slowly but
surely, into the Britisher's zone of recrea-
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In religi onﬂ;lmm mumbm of  the
br mprieut-hﬂl e hrouj:b lu her {
to 3 t or
their benefit. ng to the constant mis-
take of their being Sermad Austrians, the
New Zealand Church authorities {mdad

to Vieuna & request for a clergyman
was granted, with the result that wi:mn the
padre arrived on the gumfields Lo was un-

abie to understand the Croatian hngum
That matter was, however, speedily recti

fied, for by close 'tudv in a few -moathe hﬂ
was sble to.converse fluently, and to-day
eajoys the admiration of his "l"l&ﬁl]’-
tored flock.

ey be sid Lhat ae o whole they st
ng sk progress in the u
language. The burden of the remarks of
those who can. carry on & conversation is &
strong desire for land on which thev can
practise cenecal agriculture and baild per
manent homes. . A frir number are at
present engapged in vine-growing, &nd evi-
dently the prospecis are plessing, for the
vines are annually increased, and the. in-
dwstry must hold nnt poreibilities of & com-
peiency sufficient to mt- mhuhﬁon in
the venture. .
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THF AUSTRIANS LATEFR ANOWN AS THF
DAL MATIANES”

LEFT: HOME SWEET HOME.

THE PROFESSIONAL DIGGERS

These were men from many countries of the
world and many different backgrounds, who
were looking for a new way of life. The work
™ was hard and because of mostly swampy

" . conditions, wet and unpleasant - but quite
lucrative for that time.

Some were seaman who had jumped ship in New Zealand and others worked their
passage via the Californian and Australian gold fields.

Among those early gatherers of gum were pioneering families from the United Kingdom,
but the major ethnic group of gum diggers it would appear from past information came
from Austria with most of these being Dalmatians from the coastal region of Yugoslavia
(Croatia).

Thousands of these Central and Southern European immigrants chose to escape the
cultural, economic and political turmoil. They elected to leave their homeland and start
afresh in the New World.

The confusion with the different cultures in those early days was settled when they became
known collectively as “Dallies”.

Separate camps were established by the various groups of diggers. Familiar camp names
were...

Scotty’s, Long Gully, Russian, Turk, Ti Tree Gully, Big Omamari, Binko’s, China man’s landing,
Kai lwi, Kennedys, Babylon, Flax mill, Jerusalem and many more.
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Note: It would seem from a news clip I found in papers past that there was a
group of Fijians working in the fields.

TARARA/ THE DALMATIANS

In the 1880’s when the first Dalmatians came to New Zealand, the Austro-Hungarian Empire
ruled Dalmatia, which is on the Adriatic coast of the Mediterranean. Therefore, they were
often mistakenly called ‘Austrians’ in New Zealand.

After Austria-Hungary was defeated in the First World War, Dalmatia was incorporated into
the new Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes and in 1929 this was renamed Yugoslavia.

Immigrants from this part of Europe have been known not only as Dalmatians but also as
Yugoslavs and Croatians.

These people were named “Tarara” (talk quickly) by local Maori.

Note: Strangely enough almost all of them came from one small area of Croatia: just a
few villages on the Dalmatian coast with some also from the Balkan States.

In their own country, they were mainly agriculturists engaged in the vineyards olive groves
etc. but some were fishermen from the Adriatic. They spoke a Slavonic dialect, not German.
Very few of them had wives or children and it is asserted that their desire to escape military
service prompted immigration: it has also been said that they were attracted to this country
from accounts given by Dalmatian sailors who on the frigate Novara had called into
Auckland during 1858.

However, it happened, Dalmatians/Croats began arriving in New Zealand and most of them
went straight out to the gum fields.

Gum digging was an ideal occupation for them as few could speak English which meant that
many other kinds of work was not open to them and they naturally stayed together and
worked as gangs as they would have done back in their villages of the old country.

They saved their money to bring out wives and families, or sent money home, but in a
country where money was in short supply this was not always met with approval.

They were hard workers in sometimes appalling conditions, and kept to themselves most of
the time which in its self probably caused some suspicion.

It is very hard to have a census of these people but it is believed that in 1898 fifteen to
sixteen hundred lived in Northland with 20 to 30 living in separate camps digging in the
swamps in summer and on the hills in winter.
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As the gum depleted some of the more prosperous diggers bought land and became
farmers; others purchased land closer to Auckland and planted fruit and grapes for wine
and local consumption.

Rudi Sunde who worked the field’s right up until the end of the industry expressed this
dreaming about his homeland in his poem Figs and Vine...

I left my homeland the figs and vines,
| left my dear parents, | left them behind.
No more did | see them, nor the dark blue sea,

| sailed away, my fortune to seek.

The gum fields, the gum fields,
That’s where | went,
To the gum fields, the gum fields
My life there | spent.
Hooking and digging and scraping the gum,
On the gum fields, the gum fields
Oh why did | come?

I landed in New Zealand at the age of sixteen,
A lonely young man, as homesick as can be;
| made my way northward, by boat and train

Travelled to the gum fields on the

Dark windswept plain

Life there was hell, life there was rough,
Of swamps and cold water | sure had enough;
Digging by day and scraping by night,
Scraping away by candlelight...

Many the years | lived on the field,

Scheming and dreaming that one day | would leave;
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| dreamed of my homeland
The friends | left behind,
| dreamed of my homeland

The figs and the vines

BELOW: DALMATIAN CAMP AT LAKE OMAPERE, NORTHLAND
(NOTE: THEY HAVE THEIR COUNTRY FLAG FLYING)

CAMP LIFE

Apart from scraping gum, eating, mending and laundering clothes you might think that
entertainment in the digger’s camp stopped there. Not so, as one old Dalmatian digger
recalls... “Saturday night in the camps was party time”

It might seem a bit odd to say life was all beer and skittles but according to our digger that’s
the way it was...

His Dalmatian camp had smoothed out a sandstone area and created a bowling lane. Sly-
grogger’s traded their elicit brews and the musical Dalmatians who'd brought accordions,
squeezeboxes and stringed instruments with them from the old country, played, partied
and danced the nights away.

Most spent the week either digging deep holes or poking around in swamps. Life must’ve
been pretty lonely for the blokes in the camps.

Some of the diggers and bush men had fleeting relationships with Maori girls. Others took
the longer term approach, fell in love and married.
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had a home to return to.

LEFT: SUNDAY CLEAN UP IN CAMP.

Of those who could afford it, many went
back to the home country to bring out
their wives and families or to marry their
childhood sweethearts.

Many diggers wandered constantly from
gum field to gum field, living in tents and
cooking over an open fire. Settlers doing
spare-time digging to earn money,
would camp out as well, although they

Other diggers settled in one place for a while, these would often build themselves a whare

or shanty.

Groups of diggers often lived together in the shanties and took turns in preparing the
evening meals, although a significant number lived in the gum fields with their wives and

children.

The wives, living a normal life and performed all the usual household chores: Cooking was
done over an open camp fire in billy’s and the daily bread made in the camp oven. !

THESE TWO OLD
GENTLEMEN SPENT THEIR
SPARE TIME SCRAPING
THE GUM

1 SOURCE: THE DALMATIAN PIONEERS TRUST BOOKLET 1997
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LEFT: HOMEMADE BREAD OUT OF THE CAMP OVEN

WHAT DID THEY EAT?

Their diet was usually simple: very often
it was camp oven bread and tinned meat
with potatoes, macaroni or rice.

Diggers with a permanent shanty might
grow their own vegetables and raise
chickens.

A standard cooking utensil was the camp
oven. This was a round cast-iron pot

~ with a lid. It could be filled with a dough
~ mixture and then placed in the embers
of a fire to make bread.

PREJUDICE

There was a lot of prejudice against the Dalmatians in those early days. Everybody agreed
that they were hardworking, sober, thrifty and very easy to get on with, but some other
gum diggers namely the British wanted to keep the wealth of the Kauri gum to themselves.

Some also complained that the money the Dalmatians saved was leaving the country and
going back to Dalmatia to support their families, when as those objectors said, “The money
should remain and be spent in New Zealand to help prop up the local economy”

Note: Some of these people would usually come out in groups, work hard for a few years
and then return to Dalmatia with the money they had earned, to buy a small farm or set
themselves up in a business.

Another complaint the British digger and the settler had is that the Dalmatian is rapidly
depleting the resources of the gum fields and also the quantities of gum brought in by them
serve to lower the market price.

Yet another complaint was that the Dalmatians ignorance of the English language presents
him from understanding market quotations and therefore he accepts any price for his gum
that the storekeeper chooses to give, thus lowering the general value thus the reason why
gum buyers and the storekeepers like these people digging on their leases.
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Because of such complaints fair or unfair the New Zealand Government passed in 1898 an
act under the Kauri Gum Industry Act 1898. This Act created Kauri gum reserves which only
New Zealand subjects could use.

Foreigners were allowed to dig on the remaining areas of unreserved land but they had to
pay for it. A license cost one pound a year.

The prejudice that the Dalmatian people once met with, was usually based on ignorance.
During the First World War, they were sometimes suspected of being spies for the Austro-
Hungarian or German Governments, even though the Austro-Hungarian Empire was hated
by the Dalmatians.

Unfortunately, this did not prevent the New Zealand Government from putting some of
them in prison camps like the one on Somes Island in the Wellington Harbour.

NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 24 DECEMBER 1898, PAGE

Regulations under the Kauri Gum
Induutry'Act, 1898, are gazetted, and
the constitution of the districts under
tho Act is also defined.
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AUSTRIAN/DALMATIANS

THE DIGGERS
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Wairoa Bell: 1892
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MAY 5 1893 WAIROA BELL AUSTRIAN GUM DIGGERS
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WAIROA BELL JUNE 16 1893 GUM FIELDS COMMISSION
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WAIROA BELL AUGUST 25 1893 GUM DIGGERS
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THE WAIROA BELL AND NORTHERN ADVERTISER SEPT 27
KAuRI OIL
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ADDED INFORMATION...

THE GUM DIGGERS

From the 1890s, in the wake of their countrymen seeking gold, Dalmatians banded together
in the gumfields of the far north. Their new home — Manuka huts with sacking. Their work
was to dig in mud: the prized kauri gum lay buried, often under waterlogged land. It was in
demand for varnish and linoleum until the 1930’s, when synthetics appeared. Thousands of
Dalmatians came out to New Zealand, but after such hardship, many returned home.

FARMERS, WINEMAKERS, FISHERMEN

In time, the land offered a better life. Some diggers became farmers in the north. Others
started vineyards, and today you’ll find their names on wine labels: Babich, Nobilo, Delegat.
From early days netting mullet in Kaipara Harbour, fishing became a tradition too.

LATER IMMIGRANTS

Others came in the 1920’s and 1930’s, and over 3,000 arrived between the 1940’s and
1970’s. In the 1990’s there was a larger wave of immigrants, fleeing the turmoil of the wars
in the Balkans.

RACISM

Prejudice and ignorance hounded the Dalmatians for many years. Harsh rules that favoured
the British made it increasingly difficult for them to dig for gum. During the First World War
they were mistakenly called ‘Austrians’ and treated as enemies. Their wine was scorned as
‘Dally-plonk’. But Maori accepted them, nick-naming them ‘Tarara’ — fast talkers.

CULTURE

Group loyalty kept the gum diggers strong, and proud of their heritage. They even taught
some Maori to play the stringed tamburica. As relatives came out to join them,
communities in Northland and Auckland grew. It became easier to celebrate their customs:
Catholic festivals, playing bowls, singing, and joining in a circle for the lively kolo dance.

Many early immigrants to New Zealand hated the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and when
Dalmatia became part of Yugoslavia they proudly called themselves Yugoslavs. But those
who arrived after the Second World War had lived in Yugoslavia and did not share this
enthusiasm.
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As the war atrocities in Yugoslavia mounted during the 1990’s, factions developed in the
Auckland community. For some, the sight of the Yugoslav flag became offensive. Others

disliked the word ‘Croatian’ because Croatian fascists had supported Hitler in the Second
World War.

But if they were not Yugoslavs or Croatians, what were they? The Auckland Yugoslav
Society met to debate the issue. The term ‘Dalmatian” was eventually reinstated, being the
most neutral.

LEAVING DALMATIA

Dalmatia is a province of the central Adriatic coast of Croatia. For centuries, it was exploited
by the city-state of Venice and the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Opportunities for illiterate
peasants, living on rocky islands and a ribbon of fertile coast, were limited to subsistence
farming, grape-growing, quarrying, fishing and seafaring. In the 1880’s a population
increase put pressure on scarce land.

In 1892 Austria-Hungary signed a trade agreement with Italy that excluded Dalmatia.
Around the same time the pest phylloxera arrived in Dalmatia, decimating vineyards. In
search of better opportunities, men sailed for the far corners of the world. Many were also
escaping the Austrian army’s conscription, introduced in 1881.

The first Dalmatians in New Zealand probably arrived via the Californian and Australian
goldfields. By the early 1860’s they were prospecting South Island diggings. In the 1880’s



https://herenciacroata.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/m262enz.jpg

~901 ~

some began pulling golden kauri gum from Northland’s gumfields. Wayfarers returning
home described ‘Nova Zelanda’ as a land of good prospects.

WORK AND WAR: 1890 TO 1930

THE GUM DIGGERS

Landing in Auckland, Dalmatians lodged in boarding houses run by their compatriots,
before venturing north to the gum fields. They lived in rough huts constructed from
manuka poles and sacking, and bought supplies on credit from the local store. Their days
were spent deep in trenches and swampy holes.

Dalmatians stood out, camping in huts and working in gangs. In 1896 Parengarenga near
North Cape was termed ‘a little Vienna’, as Dalmatians were often labelled Austrians.
Census returns for Mangonui County, which included Whangaroa and the far north, show
just 54 in 1896 and 241 in 1906. But in 1898 the Bay of Islands Member of Parliament
claimed there were 2,000 Dalmatians in the county. Although gum diggers moved around
and some might not have been counted, this exaggeration is best explained as prejudice
towards non-English immigrants.
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Gum in the ground was seen as an income source for settlers trying to develop the land,
and Dalmatians methodically mined an entire area. British settlers resented them sending
money home, and their unsettled ways. Referred to as ‘birds of passage’, some 60%
returned to Dalmatia.

Anti-Dalmatian sentiments were expressed in Parliament and local newspapers. In the
election year of 1893 ‘the Austrian question’ became politicised and the government
appointed a kauri gum commission to hear evidence.

ANTI-DALMATIAN SENTIMENT

In 1898 a second commission described Dalmatians as ‘hardy, sober, industrious, law-
abiding people’ who ‘would make admirable settlers. But nothing was done to encourage
settlement — instead the discriminatory 1898 Kauri Gum Industry Act was passed. It
established kauri gum reserves exclusively for British subjects, and a licensing system with a
three-month qualification for new arrivals.

Further restrictions followed. Under an act passed in 1910, British subjects alone could hold
gum-digging licenses. As a result, Dalmatians’ applications for naturalisation were delayed,
shipping companies were pressured to prevent further arrivals, and Dalmatians had to find
work on private gumfields.



https://herenciacroata.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/p280atl.jpg
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THE FIRST WORLD WAR

When war broke out in 1914 people defined as Austrians (which included Dalmatians) were
declared enemy aliens: Auckland’s Dalmatians publicly demonstrated their support for
Serbia, which was at war with the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Many wanted to enlist, but the
British government was reluctant to accept ‘alien enemies or descendants’. The majority
were required to work for soldier’s pay on land clearance, drainage, and road and rail
projects.
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7

DALMATIAN CHARACTERS...

THE 1898 KAURI-GUM INDUSTRY COMMISSION

NOTES FROM THE 1898 KAURI-GUM INDUSTRY COMMISSION

The commissioners gave an in depth account of all Kauri gum doings with many meetings
and enquiries all over Northland and as it is far too lengthy to add all to this account | have
concentrated specifically on the area as we know between the Hokianga and the Kaipara as
follows...

Note: Now Know Ye That In Pursuance And Exercise Of All Powers And Authorities Me
Enabling In This Behalf, And Acting By And With The Advice And Consent Of The Executive
Council Of The Colony Of New Zealand, I, Uchter John Mark, Earl Of Ranfurly, Governor Of
The Said Colony, Do Hereby Appoint You, The Said;

Edward Tregear And Gerhard John Mueller To Be Commissioners For The Purpose Of
Inquiring Into Matters Hereinbefore Set Forth, And Also In Particular...

1/. To report on the condition of the gum trade, industrially and commercially:

2/. To report on the condition of those engaged and occupied in digging the gum, and the
remuneration of contract or not:

3/. To ascertain if there has been a large influx of labourers from outside the colony to the
gum diggings, and, if so, whether the same are free labourers or under contract:

4/. To enquire whether those engaged in gum-digging on Crown lands hold licenses
therefore, and as to what payments are made for the use and occupation of the said Crown
lands:
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5/. To advise as to the best and most effectual means to conserve the interests of the
colony and the wellbeing of those engaged in the gum industry.

THE GUM FIELDS NORTH OF AUCKLAND CITY COMPRISE OF 724,000 ACRES

There is a peculiar feature about the gum fields of the North. In many places two, three and
sometimes four layers of gum have been found, revealing the existence of two or three
Kauri forests, which on disappearing in ages past left in succession their quota or layer of
gum in the ground.

The large pieces called bold gum were found on the surface or barely embedded in the soil.
Next the gum digger had to search for it 10 inches to 12 inches deep with a spear; then a
second and third layer was found on fields that were thought to be exhausted, and the
large gum spear 8 feet to 12 feet long was used and a hook to bring to the surface the gum
in the swamps which a few years ago were not known to contain gum.

From all sources of information supplied the commissioners compute the earnings of gum
diggers in 1897 as follows...

3,800 British and Maori diggers earn 1 pound six shillings per week.
1,500 Austrian/Yugoslav diggers earn 1 pound 11 shillings 6 pence per week.
6,450 tons was exported in 1897.

For digging gum on crown lands a license fee of 5 shillings has been charged in years past
per year and was left to the county councils to collect the fees with the exception of the
Hobson County (Dargaville) as they found that the cost of collecting was sometimes more
than the fees received.

For the right to dig gum on private lands or on Native lands various systems of charges are
in vogue. In most cases payment of a fee ranging from 1 pound to 7 pounds per annum is
the condition of being permitted to dig gum; but in the case of those holders of private land
who are storekeepers, the usual arrangement is that the gum-digger working on such lands
must sell his gum to obtain his provisions or stores from these store keepers

The food supplied by storekeepers is in most cases is imported from abroad, tinned meats,
tinned milk, tinned butter, tinned fish, tinned fruit etc.
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MATF GLAMUZINA

1909: At the age of 15 Mate Glamuzina ventured to NZ to meet up with his father Marko
and brother Tony after leaving his village of Stilja in Jugoslavia. The 15 pounds for the
voyage had been sent home by his father and brother from the Gum fields of Northland
New Zealand.

His village comprised of small scattered holdings of about 5 hectares, of very poor soil
where they produced very few animals’ such as goat’s sheep, pigs or cattle. All of the
cottages were made of stones. The father of Mate ‘Marko’ before going to NZ to seek his
fortune had owned an Inn where wine and spirits were sold and dinners provided on
Sundays: Lamb roasted on a spit formed the basis of the meal.

Mate’s travels started on a rattly old train to the Port of Dubrovnik then by sea to Bari on
Italy’s east coast. Another train to the opposite side of Italy to Naples where he caught the
mail ship ‘Bremen’ which amongst other cargo bought migrants to the underside of the
world to Sydney and on to NZ: Mate then travelled From Sydney to Auckland on the good
ship Victoria arriving 22 March 19009.

Met by Joe Franich, a friend of his fathers, he then travelled by train to Helensville and then
by boat up the Kaipara Harbour to Te Kopuru: From Te Kopuru he was driven out to Redhill
by Mr Herkt’s wagon and horses where he met up with his father and other countrymen in
the gumfields.

For the first few years The Glamuzina family as with nearly all Yugoslav immigrants earned
a modest living and hard earned steady income from the digging of Kauri gum. They soon
had enough money to bring the mother of Mate out.

Mate equipped with the simple tools of the trade sack spear and spade toiled along with
his dad and brother gathering from swamps mostly: And then the endless scraping of dirt
from those gold nuggets in the evenings to satisfy the gum buyers.

Mate quickly learnt that to make money he needed to be the middleman so in other words
he became a merchant. He also invented a gum washing machine to replace the laborious
job of scraping the dirt from the gum by hand: He would buy the gum straight from the
digger, wash and bag it then sell on to the Agents from Auckland at a small profit.

Shortly after his arrival at Redhill he would meet the Silich family and would eventually
marry ‘Zorka’ their beautiful daughter.
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The happiest of days for Zorka and Mate.
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J*ﬁn_‘u' |

Fifty-five years married. This picture of Mat; and Zorka was taken on ¥
November 1979. A lasting and loving partnership. |
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SORKA AND MATE HAD THE FOLLOWING CHILDREN...

Leo born 26 march 1925
Kenneth Matthew born 6 June 1926
Marjorie Georgina born 2 May 1927

Maurice born 3 July 1928

Graham born 28 Feb 1939
Brian born 21 Jan 1951

Mate and Zorka would live most of their married lives at Aratapu where they took on many
ventures to make a living. In today’s world Mate could have been called an entrepreneur.
Included was drainage, dairy farming and the Kauri gum and timber industry’s.

Mate and Zorka kept themselves very busy as one would imagine during their retirement in
Auckland.

Three of their sons would become astute business men in the world of timber milling and
would employ many a local person keen to make a living at their mill at Aratapu:

And so the family legacy of Mate and Zorka flourished and is best portrayed in the book ‘A
Life Span’ by Jane Wordsworth 1986.

NOTES...

Auckland Area Passenger Arrivals 1838-1889

Your search found 1 records

<=""td=""> [1of 1]

Name GLAMUZINA, MATE

Vessel VICTORIA: Departed: SYDNEY Arrived: AUCKLAND 22 Mar 1909

Notes Male. Title: MR. Age: 24. Occupation: LABOURER. Place of birth: AUSTRIAN.
Source Archives NZ reference: BBAO 5552/1a page: 59

Age 24 must have put it up to travel

Marriage: 1924/7142 Zorka Silich and Mate Glamuzina Order Product

Application for consent to sale - The Te Kopuru- ORDER | 1947 1947 High Court Auckland,
Dargaville Bus Co. Ltd to Mate Glamuzina DETAILS » Department of Justice

Application for consent to sale - Charles William ORDER 1947 1947 High Court Auckland,
Fisher to Mate Glamuzina DETAILS » Department of Justice



https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1924%2F7142
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=23466023
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=23466023
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=23471612
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=23471612

Naturalisation - Application - Glamuzina, MateORDER DETAILS »

1987/34161

Glamuzina
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1914

Mate

1923

Department
of Internal
Affairs, Head
Office
[record

group]

17 January 1894

Wgtn

Qrder |

Note: Mary Radich nee Orsulic remembers Red Hill in a Te Kopuru centennial magazine...

To see Redhill today as a small farming community a vivid imagination is needed to picture
it AS IT was in the heyday at the turn of the twentieth century Old newspapers tell us of a
general store being owned by B Tomich who in 1903 advertised bicycles, motor cycles, and
gramophones also announced he was a gum buyer. Mr A Seacamp also announced that he
would supply groceries to the beach every week at reasonable prices. Refreshments were
supplied at any hour at the Red Hill Store. He was also licensed to brew and sell hop beer.

Mr S Dickson had a nursery and sold every description of fruit trees, shelter trees
ornamentals and flowering shrubs. There was a band of hope concerts and meeting all well

attended and a wonderful variety of local talent to supply the items.

Registration Family Given Name(s) Date of Birth/
Number Name Age at Death
1940/24278 Glamuzina Marko 77Y Mates dad
1979/27221 Glamuzina Mate 23 April 1910
1954/30294 Glamuzina Jane 58Y

1962/44672 Glamuzina Iva 97Y Mates mum
1971/29972 Glamuzina Antony 81Y Mates brother
1981/28541 Glamuzina Anthony 15 December 1899
1983/48115 Glamuzina Marko Ivan 24 June 1894
1989/41556 Glamuzina Peter 9 July 1915
1989/51041 Glamuzina Joseph Matthew 4 April 1927
1995/46451 Glamuzina Kata 18 November 1911
1972/34786 Glamuzina Matilda 14 March 1902 Antony’s wife
1982/38846 Glamuzina Georgina 31 March 1909
1937/26967 Glamuzina Ivan 67Y

1981/29670 Glamuzina Mark Anthony John 13 December 1925
1961/37774 Glamuzina Matthew Kenneth 35Y

1962/39503 Glamuzina Michael Joseph 9M

2005/959 Glamuzina Audrey Ruahine 6 November 1922



https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209652
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1987%2F34161
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Ddsur%24bdsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Ddsur%24bdsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Ddfirst%24bdfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbdatet%24ageatdea%24%7CIGNORE%3DNR#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbdatet%24ageatdea%24%7CIGNORE%3DNR#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1940%2F24278
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1979%2F27221
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1954%2F30294
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1962%2F44672
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1971%2F29972
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1981%2F28541
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1983%2F48115
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1989%2F41556
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1989%2F51041
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1995%2F46451
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1972%2F34786
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1982%2F38846
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1937%2F26967
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1981%2F29670
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1961%2F37774
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1962%2F39503
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2005%2F959
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1982/29749 Glamuzina Mary 5 May 1917
2004/4067 Glamuzina Millie Mary 27 June 1929
2010/15587 Myers Marjorie Georgina 2 May 1927
2010/21170 Geraghty Ivy Maria 3 September 1924
2011/5512 Glamuzina Sylvia Mary Olga 14 June 1928
2014/8637 Glamuzina Ivan Thomas 13 August 1923
2014/24736 Glamuzina Mary Margaret 30 November 1930

From: Stipe Glamuzina, Matakana Date: 13

October 1903 Subject: Memorial for

Naturalisation

From: Ante Glamuzina, Gum digger, Kaikohe

Date: 30 January 1904 Subject: Memorial for

naturalisation

From: Toni Glamuzina, Farmer, Redhill Date: 4

February 1913 Subject: Memorial for

Naturalisation

Naturalisation - Application - Glamuzina,

Joze

Naturalisation - Application - Glamuzina,

Marko

Naturalisation - Application - Glamuzina,

Mate

Naturalisation - Application - Glamuzina, M T

[Empty file]

Naturalisation - Application for -

Glamuzina, Tony

Naturalisation - Copy of Letters -

Glamuzina, Marko

Naturalisation - Copy of Letters -

Glamuzina, Ilija

Naturalisation - Application for -

Glamuzina, Ivan

ORDER & 1903
DETAILS »

ORDER = 1904
DETAILS »

ORDER | 1913
DETAILS »

ORDER DETAILS | 1914
»

ORDER DETAILS | 1914
»

ORDER DETAILS | 1914
»

ORDER 1922
DETAILS »

ORDER DETAILS 1927
»

ORDER DETAILS | 1908
»

ORDER DETAILS | 1904
»

ORDER DETAILS | 1914

»

1903

1904

1913

1914

1959

1923

1922

1927

1926

1927

1937

Department of Internal
Affairs, Head Office [record

group]

Department of Internal
Affairs, Head Office [record

group]

Department of Internal
Affairs, Head Office [record

group]

Department of Internal
Affairs, Head Office [record

group]

Department of Internal
Affairs, Head Office [record

group]

Department of Internal
Affairs, Head Office [record

group]

Department of Internal
Affairs, Head Office [record

group]

Department of Internal
Affairs, Head Office [record

group]

Department of Internal
Affairs, Head Office [record

group]

Department of Internal
Affairs, Head Office [record

group]

Wgtn

Wgtn

Wgtn

Wgtn

Wagtn

Wagtn

Wagtn

Wagtn

Wagtn

Wgtn



https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1982%2F29749
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2004%2F4067
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2010%2F15587
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2010%2F21170
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2011%2F5512
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2014%2F8637
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D2014%2F24736
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24856837
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24856837
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24845683
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24845683
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24765773
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24765773
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209300
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209300
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209350
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209350
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209652
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24209652
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24210988
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24210988
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24212234
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24212234
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24213732
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24213732
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24213751
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24213751
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24524263
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=24524263
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ABOVE: GLAMUZINA’S TIMBER MILL AT ARATAPU
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SILICH FAMILY

4o

'S Silich, Zorka’s parents. New settlers were for the most part
ml Jor a wedding they proudly dressed well and celebrated

Registration Bride's Given Bride's Family Groom's Given Groom's Family|
Number Name(s) Name Name(s) Name
1936/244 Eva Silich Mate Sunde

1932/3285 Edith Sophia Silich James Wilson Rockley



https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbrfirst%24bbrfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbrfirst%24bbrfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbrsur%24bbrsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbrsur%24bbrsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbgfirst%24bbgfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbgfirst%24bbgfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbgsur%24bbgsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FmarriageSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbgsur%24bbgsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1936%2F244
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1932%2F3285
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1934/9426 Mara Silich Ivan Erceg
1928/7504 Annie Silich Marino Vranjes
1928/7788 Margaret Silich Anton Posa
1924/7142 Zorka Silich Mate Glamuzina
1910/496 Maria Silich Juan Botica Kraic
1920/8152 Winnie Silich Peter Gabriel Marinkovich
1914/8504 Lucy Silich Visko Matich
1925/887 Vinka Silich Anton Bakulich
1907/3456 Franka (Francis) Ruscevich John Silich
Registration Family Name Given Name(s) Date of Binth/
Number Age at Dedth
1940/21440 Silich Mary 80Y
1930/10108 Silich Catherine 48Y
1933/3132 Silich Tony John 49Y
1931/3150 Silich John 73Y
1940/18300 Silich Angelko 30H
1944/21160 Silich Mary 90Y
1909/16712 Silich Georgina Josephina Frances John Matthew

Maria
1971/153953 Silich Vladimir Leonides Frances John Matthew

Johannes



https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1934%2F9426
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1928%2F7504
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1928%2F7788
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1924%2F7142
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1910%2F496
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1920%2F8152
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1914%2F8504
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1925%2F887
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1907%2F3456
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Ddsur%24bdsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Ddfirst%24bdfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbdatet%24ageatdea%24%7CIGNORE%3DNR#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FdeathSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dbdatet%24ageatdea%24%7CIGNORE%3DNR#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1940%2F21440
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1930%2F10108
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1933%2F3132
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1931%2F3150
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1940%2F18300
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1944%2F21160
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1909%2F16712
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1971%2F153953
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NEWS FROM PAPERS PAST

YUGOSLAV PICNIC

DARGAVILLE GATHERING

[BY TELEGRAPIH=~0OWN CORRESPONDENT ]
DARGAVILLE, Tuesday

The fourth annuanl Yugoslav pienic
was held at Selwyn Park, Dargaville,
vesterday in fine weather. There was a
lurge attendance. Results:—

Tiny  Tots.—Bernadette Munro, 1: L.
Lutich, 2 ) .

Boys, six to eight years.—Ken Glamuzing,
1; Fddie Rokela, 2.

Girls, six to eight years.—Joan Munro, 1;
Olegn Yericevich, 2.

oys, eight {o twelve years.—Ken Glamu-
zing, 1; Maurice Glamuzina, 2.

Glrls, eight to twelve years.—Mary Perdija,
1; Olga Yakich, 2. )

Boys, 12 to 15 years.—TFrank Berridge, 1;
J. Thornton, 2 N

Girls, 12 {o 15 years.—Faith Bennett, 1,
Joyee Andrews, 2.

Single Women's Ruce &Baknllch Cup).—
Miss I*. Bennett, 1; Miss J. Rowan, 2.

High School Girls.—Betty Dixon, 1; Elma
Hrstich, <. _

Yugoslay Cup, Boys.—John Bakalich, 1;
Peter Dragleevieh, 2.

Single Women's Race (Matich Cup).—Miss
M. Ereeg, 1; Miss F. Segedin, 2, ]
1]}3:3;;?, Open.—Graham, 1; Peter Dragice-
vich, 2. .

Married Women's Race.—~Mrs, J. Perdija,
1; Mrse, T. Bakalich, 2. _

Married Men's Race.—R. Hume, 1; T.
Posa, 2. : ‘o . :

"T'hree-legged Raco.—R. Andrews and Faulk-
ner, 1. ' ~

15‘un1ihr Relay  Race.~—Erceg's team, 1;
Drugevich’s team, 2. .

Boys' Cycle Race.—~Graham, 1; T. Yakas, 3.
PCmmpitleeman's Race.~H. Nield, 1; 1T.

osn, 2. '

Tug-of-war-——Women: Married beat single.
Men: Single beat married,

Three-legged Race~—Girls: J. Munro® and
'}Q.i chf{iiu. 1. Boys: R. Bonner and F. Ber-
Tuge, 1.
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MAYCR'S SERBIAN FUND.

The latest collections which arrived at
the Town Hall for the Mavor's Serbian
Fund amount to £43 9/6, making the
total amount collected to date £2,405 4/8.
The donors are:—Westland Patriotic
IF'und, Hokitika, £14 10/-; Waihi Colf
Club (per H. I. Morpeth), three contri-
butions, £1 15/-. Mayor of Dargaville,
Slavs’ contribution, collected by . M.
Jankovich as follows: M. Silich
(Babylon) £10, Tolich Bros. (Kaihu)
£3  15/-, A, Vezich (Kaihu) £1,
L. Orsulich (Kaihu) £1, V. Peko
(Kaihu) £1, A. Dujmovich (Kaihu) £1.
M. Mioshich (Kaihu) £1, P. Klarichich
(Kaihu) £1, J. Alexich (Kaihu) 15/-,
M. Veza (EKahn) 15/-, G. Lendich
(Kaihu) 10/-, I. Grljusich (Kaihu) 10/-,
[. Gojak (Kaihu) 10/-, M. Shuman
(Kaihu} 10/-, D. Druzijanich (Kaihu)
10/-, M. Lulich {Kaihu) 10/-, F. Marti-
nac {(Kaihu) 10/, N. IXostanieh
(haithu) 10/-, J. Marushich {Kailhn)
a/-, J. Jerkusich (Kaihu) 5/-, M. Zurich
(Kaihu) 5/-. S. Lulich (EKaihu) 5/-, 1.
Vitasovich (Kaihu) 5/-, R. Klarich
( Babylon) 4/-, G. Lipanovich {Babvlon}
3/-, A. Sokolich {Babylony 2/6, M. Piro.
vieh (Babylon) 3/-, M. Mirke (Babvion)
2/ -.




~ 107 ~

MAYOR’'S SERVIAN FUND.
TOTAL 1IN HAND, £949.

Tum latest collections received at the
Town Hall for the Mayor’s Servian Fund
amount to £43 S 64, making the total
amount collected to dI-h L3056 4s 8d.
The donors are as follows —Westland
Patriotioc Fund, Hokitiks, £14 10s; Waihi
Golf Club, per H. D. Morpeth, third
mnhuhuhun £1 16s; Mayor of Darga
ville, Slavs’ uunh-l'huﬂm collected by M.
Jmkoneh, as follows:—M. Bilich, Baby-
lon, £10; Tolich Bros., mn, £3 1603
A, ?mch Rmhu £1:
Kaiha, £1; Peko, ﬁnhn. 81;
Dujmorich, Kmhu. £1; M. Mm-hmh,
Kn.hu, £1; . E.hncluch, Eaihu, £1;
J f.s:h
fnndmh KnL Grljo.
mh Enihn, 108 ; ﬁ.um, :
Ehm:nm Kl.{hu. ll:- Drusl umh
iill.ihn 10s; Eilh Lullch ]il.i.’lll:lﬁ eh,
u, n-tlm
Kaiha, 1051 3 Marmehich Katho e
T, Jerkusich, Kaiha, S¢; M. Zurich,
Kaihu, 55; B. Lalich, Kuhu s 1. ?ltl-
zﬂdb K;.ihu. &@hn. thlieh, B.byhn,
. .ll.pll'l-ﬂﬂ Blbi, l}'ll, ; -
Sokolick, B % 6d Pirovich,
Babylon, Js; !'u!ukn-. Bl.bylun,
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MAYOR'S SERBIAN FUND.

t
|
'
t

‘Late:-}t donations o the Masor's Serbiar
Fund amonet to €34 2/9% the donors o
nhirh are a3 follows -

Pnpuls ol Harcdseille Scbaol, per A
Ernest Hill. £2 2: Pupi's of Puhai School
per Frank B Goodwln, 15/: RS, £
E.R.L.. £1, Chiidren of Whangzarei Eear
Schonl, per E. A. & Lighy, £3 1/6: pro
resifs of Sale of Work held by childrer
#f Rawakawa, per Mres. A, [irake, £3 074
C"ollertion pér (Cambridze War Relief Fon
as Iollows-—Friend 5/6, A Jamieson €/
[eaminzion Methodist Sehool Childres il
e of prizes to scholzrs) £1 13/, Rev.
Mortimer Jones (part of Easter offarings
€1 1I/8. toral £3 1%/: Collection amnn;
Srhool Chlldren at Maungatapers, per Mrs
F. M, fross, £1 €/; Te EKaowhata =Schoo
Children, per 8. Pownal, teacher, &2
Coromandel Patriotic Committes, per E.
HBurtlen, secrstary, 10/, CGibert Witson
Papakorz, £5 1A ; Colleetion amonz Slaw
at Darzaville, per Mayor of Dargaville, a
follows —J. Nuich £2, J Pivae £1, M
Dropulrieh £1, M. Galirh £1. M. Erces £1
T. Bobanorvieh £1. [. Erreg £1, M. B. Kata
virh £1, 1. Deranja and Co. £1, J. TUrlir
£1, F. Scbert £1, A. = Silich £1. M
Franich £i. 1. Tokolich Nikelin £1, 1
Jerichich 10/, T. Soknlich 10/, J Sokolie
1/, I. RKabalin 1/, I. Uonkovich Mijo I
. F. Urlek 19/, I. J. Vodanowich 1y, |
Pivace 10/, A Jovarovich 10/, P. Eroakaric
i0/, &. Paladin 10/, P. Mrzljak 10/, 1
Srundin Y, P, Nela 10/, J. Marichich 10,
M. Anzelavich 67, M. Mihela 5/, I. Pagshin
5/. B. Mazaranich 5/, 0. Magzgraoa 5/, L

' Zivkotich 5/, A. Krzanich 5/, M. Kokie

. T Stanolshiek &/, J Vraojesh &F, 4
Paladin 19/: Collectinon amoog Ramaram

Sehnel Children, 106 YWallki Giolf Club, pe

[ VW, H. Morpeth, secretary, £2 1/6; Hok

apra Wounnded Soldiers™ Fuod, per Aaorl
[and Provineial Patrintic and War Relis

' Asapoilgtion, £1. This npow makes L0

total som to date EZ2500 1274,
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MAYOR’S SERVIAN FUND.

ADDITIONAL DONATIONS.

Tuz total collections for the Mayor of
Auckland’s Bervian War TRelif Fund
latest
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A waANGALoA correspondent of Lthe New
Zealand Herald writing with respect to the
Austrians on the guntields, says. 1 am
mysclf a native of the Austro- Hungarian
empire, being a Hungarian. These Aus
trian gunuhvﬂ:h come from that part of
the empire geographicully known as the
Littm'a}, '.'ix:. : the north-eastern corner of
the Adriatie, which has IFlume for the chief
place and port. That country is much like
the northern part of this island. These
peuplL are not as one has said, ** the scum
of the Mediterranean.” J’r’mlmhl'y,r he
means the so-called ** Levantines,” the
worst scoundrel- on God's earth., These
Austrian gumdiggers are a  mixture of
Croato - Slavic elements.  They are a
sober, decent, hard- working lot, and
by no means p.upers, DBat there is som -
thing elre, which shou'd make them for us
nost valuable—they are very ekilful vine-
growers, The correspondent makes the
following suepgestion for the benefit of the
Guuaifields Commitsion : —* Don't let any
more of these people come for gum-digging
purposes, They will damage the gum
trade sooner or later, thut ir quite sure
But, un the other hand, don’t let thoze who
are here go home again ; make them stop
here., Give them some land, They don’t
understsnd English ; make it known tothem
what advantages they have here, no
military burden and all that ; allow
them to dig in certain seasons 1o keep
them going for a couple of yeare, and en-
able them to bring their wives and familics
over, and in ten yeara' time we <hall biave as
prosperous a fruit- n'rn'.i g sctulem=nt up
hers s you could wi-hi to et your eyes or,
for the climate i8 gr vud for vine grmnn:r
after my expe:ience, wlar.ver some people
may eay, Ino this way. votonlythe Austrian
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gum digger quertin, but a’so the question
of what to fo with our waste lands in the
rorth, may be eolved. This ro-cilled p or

"and i3 good enough for vines, <lives,
orang~gs, lemons, wattle, and many otner
purpoges. This is in my opinion the best
way out of the affuir, I trust in the amal-
gamating prwer of the Britikh rac<, that if
those Austriang settledowun bere their aec nid
generation will make as good English-
apeaking oitizans a3 this beautiful country
really deserves."”

U8 GUMEIELDS COMMISSION.

pDIGGING IN THE NORTHERN
WAIROA FIELDS,

EVIDER VILLE. ,
MR R. MITCHELSON'S EVIDENCE.

(Frox OUR Owy CORRESPONDLNT.)

DARGAVILLE, Wednesday,

AT thﬂ um C‘ﬂmmiﬂﬁiﬂﬂ Festﬂfdiy tlhEr fﬂlI
\owing ovidence Was taken :—
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My Dargaville, in giving evidence,
tated :—In this district of Northern
{Wairoa and its tributaries, there ave aboul
1,700 persons (exclusive of Maoris) engaged
in gumdigging, and who produce about
poe-fourth of the whole quantity of gum
sxperted from the colony, They compries
gbout 800 of our own British coloniale,
ybout 700 Austrians, and, say 200
of other nabionalities, chicfly Rugeian Fing,
Swedes, Daned, Germans, and [talians,
Most of vhese Austrians have arrived
juring the pash year. The foreigners
venerally are steady, strong, hardworking
men, bub 6xpress themeolves, sepeciaily the
Austrians, a3 having no intention of re-
paining in the colony. The gumdiggers
of gur oWDn race comprise all sorte aud condi-
\jops Of men, including many persons of
cod family bub broken fortunes, old
yoldiers, salors, tradesmen who by over
competition in the eity have been driven
8o the gumfields with their families,
~ach of the membera of which, almozé
tnvariably, halps by digging a little gnm.
Thero &re a large proportion of able.
Yodied mev too who like the lifo on account
»f its independence and freedom from the
ikaome control of maeters, and some of
whow can make good wages, but therc are
JJs0 many old and infirm persons who jut
papage to eke out & scauty, and to thaam,
bard living, A strong man with an experi-
weed eye for *‘likely spote” can earn £5
sor week, or even more, but he haa to work
yard to do thie. Hundreds do nob earn
$1 per week, and many not more than 10
or 123, Owing to the recent influx of aliens,
the gumtields in this vicinity are now
Veing more rapidly exhausted. When that

rocess is accomplished it will probably be
ound that the foreigners have left the
solony, while our own countrymen will
4y mestly returned to town to swall the
sjumber of wnemployed, but leaving a con-
xiderable residue in the country to burden

sumber of unemployed, but leaving a con-
yiderable residue in the country to burden
she charitable aid funds of the county.
Y'Lero are, in my opinion, wany and strong
vgagons why this gumdigging indvstry
should be treated in an exceptional manner,
and strictly preserved both on private land
and Crown lands for the employment of men
who are permanent residents in the colony.
Regarding the ‘‘truck eystem’ a very
antair syetem of ‘“truck ” prevails over a
large portion of this district, and in re-
ypect of which complaints are constantly
being made. One firm of storckeepers
{Messrs E. Mitchelson and Bros,) hava ob-
yained leases of large tracts of gum-bearing
sountry, extending for several miles from
ngre and comprising between 50,000 and
50,000 acrea. There are between 500 and
400 men on these lands, about half of them

Austrians, There was a much larger
pwoportion of  British, but  they
yave boen driven sway by the truck

pya.em, which the Auatriang appear to
be less unwilling to submit  to.
An agreemend (in the form stated by the
gonior partner of the firm, Hon. E. Mitchel-
gon, in Dis evidence before the Gommission
in Auckland) is come to by the digger,
awho, with his family it may be, 18 then
gllowed to locato bimeelf in a whare which
he puts up on the field. Hoe is required to
seil his gum and buy all his requlgites at
tho firm's nearest store at ** fair and reason-
ablo prices " fixed conclugively in terms of
ihe agreement by the store-keepars,

w ono of these stores within 3 milee
si Dargaville on the railway line,
wd 1 will mention the prices chargod

saro for certain leading necessaries of Lo,
py way of illasniating what are fixed there
18 fair and reasonable prices. For the 4lb

"waf 10d is charged, and this nothwithstand-

fng that roller flour cun be laid down from
Cauterbury in Dergaville at nonder £9 por
ton. At these prces, as Mr Firth will seo,
G: worth of flour, produces 27s worth of

e o Naw

—— anak

There |

]
i
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Canterbary in Dargaviile at under Ly por
ton. At these prices, as Mr Firth will seo,
Gs worth ot flour, produces 278 worth of
bread, or gay a profib of 200 per ceot. For
potatoes, the prices charged to the diggers
suring tho past few montha havs been 12s, |
i, and 8s per cwb. As hizh as 20s
was charged for & while some threc years
aoo. Tho best Derwont potatoes can at
regent be laid dewn in Dargaville from the
Couth ab £3 15 per ton, 8o thab the
prices charged to the digger represent an
aversge advanco on corb of over 180 per
cont, For jam in 1lb ting, which would
cost 41d in Auckland, 10d is charged, or
about 120 par cen profit; and for sugar,
which costs 2d per b, 4id is charged,
This list of charges could be almost indsti-
nitely extended. In much the eame way
the fair and reasonable price fixed for
tho gum by the storekoeper, 18 raid
to be on on averago 10s to 123 per
ewb logs than ite value in Dargarville,
or less than tho price the same tirm pays ab
their beacl storo here for gum taken from
lands outside of their own leasee,  Thosze |
digwrers who openly complain of the above |
prices, or who—or whose wivea—are found |
to have purchased an wrticlo ab other than
tho firm’s atore on the lease, are ordered off
the field. The wife of a gumdigger in
thiy way recently purchaged & biifling
article, value 39, at Mosirs Drowa,
Campboll and Co’s store ab Manga-
wharo, and the whole family wero thers: |
upon given notice to quib the Hheld. |
This ia but one example of many. An old |
man betweon 60 and 70 years of age, iustaat
of welling hiy oum at the firm’s gtoro on the |
figld, bronght it into Dargaville end sold if ’
there at the same firm's head store without |
disclosing the fact that it came off the |
leased land, He ot 158 a cwt for it mnrﬂ[
than the storokeeper’s fair and rearcnable
price on the field, bus when 16 aftorwards |
came to be found oub whers the puw wasl

1

FUivU Uil B UGIE,  JJUU TTHL su s s
came to be found out whers the gum wad
dug, the old man was orderod off and com-
pellod to go further afield vutride the lzasod
”aud, whers living alono ho was found dead
in his wharo a wmonth or two alterwarde,
In avother case & fecble old woman was |
living in & gumdigger’s but near the firm's
store. Her condition was such that the Hob-
gon County Couneil allowed ber 43 per woek
from the charitable aid fund, 1t wasar-!
ranged that the 43 worth of necesearies |
should be supplied through the firm's store, |
and the abovo prices were thoso charged
to her for broad, besides ds 6d a gal-
lon (9 a bobtle), for leroseno for
a lamp, w0 that the few shillings a woek
did pobt go very far. She, however,
died about ¢ weeks ago. 1 have seon the
pasthook of diggers showing the nbove
prices. 1 can give the names of the per-
song referred to by me if found neceseary.
This oppressive system, prevailing as it
doea over such a vast streteh of country, iy
g serioua hindrance to the pogiess of the
district, Many familien instead of being
able to save a little and eventually seltle on |
a amall piece of land of their own, are, by,
it, kept perpetually on the verge of poverty
their Jabonr only going to swell the probita
of the atorekoeping firm I have
roferred  to,  Degarding an o cxport
duty on gum : "P'weonty years ago, whea
gum of the quality now¥ worth £Ug to s
eold fresly in Auckland ab 203 to 25, the
expedient of an ex.porb duty might pro-
bahly have bsen resorted to with zaloty to
the trade, and without diminishing the
price paid to the digger. Toven £5 per ton
iu thoso days would not have vo raised
tho cost to the varnishmakers in London
and Now York as to lead shem to experi-
mentalisa in attempte U0 tind soma other
substance as o eubstitute for kawi gum.
Now, however, iv i8 citferent.  In my
opinion, and in that of many oxpet bs,
there ara indwalions thab the maximam
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value to the consumer has been reached, or
nearly so0, and that any further rise io price
to them, such as an expors duty would
occasion, might lead to the gradual disuse
of the commodity. I think the imposition
cf an export duty now would be an unwise
and dangereus pelicy, On the question of
sobttlomenk on land: There is a splendid
block of Crown land of about 80,000
acres in this district, lying between the
kead of the Kaihu Valley and Tahike,
If roaded and opered for settlement
ip would provide hundreds of families
with a good dairy farm each, equal in
quality to any in the colony. Thare are ex-
tensive gumbielde on the outskirts of it to
the north-east, the weet and the south., It
is well watered, and has stone and gravel
beds in abundance in convenient places for
roads. It iz moetly rich volecanic soil.
The Government bought it fromn the
native owners many years ago for
a few shillings an acre, but it
iz, nevertheless, far superior in qualiby
to the Cheviot estate, for instance.
It ie so far as my koowledge goes, the
best bieck of Crown land in the colony.
Yet it has baen left in its primeval state
all these years, only very meagre opera
tions towards making & road through it
having been lately commenced, and I
would respectfully press on the Commis
sionors the importance of recommending
that thie fine tract of land be made use ol
T am glad that Mr Mueller bears me out
in what I have said about it I think
the number of diggers in the country
has been exaggerated. I think 8,000
will be found to be the very outside even in
the summer searon, The roade throughout
the North are very bad ; I am sure there
are not fifty miles metallod in the country.
We have nob had our share ot the revenue.
Instoad of getting £1,500,000, our share of
tne £30,000,000 berrowed, in addition to
that expended on the Auckland and Helens-
ville railway, we have only had £200,000 or

AnvAn Aann T Ja cabk ihicls Fha aakklava A
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villo railway, we have only had £200,000 or
£300,000. I do not think the settlera or
gamdiggers should be turthor taxed by an
export duty; 1 think we should press
oar eclaim in JFarliament.  Thab 12
the only romedy thad 1 bave to pro-
pose, I think the monry murt not be taken
out of the gum iudustry, There are
numhbers of diggoera who are desiroug of
gotting land to settle op, particularly the
block between Monganui, Binil, and Tahike
which I have already mentioned, If that
block can be roaded thord will be hundreds
of applicants. I approve of the license
eystem &8 cxplained for the purpose of
ehecking the urdue influx of foreigners.
The Court then adjourned.

Tuneaday Zith.

Commiskion continued, and furcber evi-
donce of Mr Dargaville taken, I have not
much perconal acquaintance with the Aus.
triang, 1 believe they are honest, indus.
trious, and orderly. So far as I know they
woik on their own account, and nob for
wages, I thiek they live mors economically
than the British diggers, and the estimate
of 93 to 123 a week for their living, is, 1
think, teo bigh, except where the price of
provisions iz very high. 1 believe
they earn more, man for man, than
the avorage of other diggers, becaues
they work harder and longer hours, 1 have
spoken to several of them, and hrve not
met any who expressed an intemtion of
sottling in this country; on the contrary,
they seemed to purpose returning to their
own country. 1 think they would bo un-
abjectionable as mettlers if they had thsir
wives and children with them ; but with-
out their families I think themn objection-
ahle, coming, as they do, merely to denunde
tha country of it resources. I have no
knowledge of their having been brought
here nunder contrach.
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Richard Mitchelson, sworn, said : [ am a
storckeeper and #ettler at Dargaville. 1 am
one of the firm of Mitchelson Bres. 1am
sole manager of tho gum bnsiness. We
Lold several blocks of land, Kathu No. 1,
3 and 4, about 40,000 acres of Mr Nimmo,
Laihn  No. la, about 2,400 acrea of
Mr Jas., Trouneen; Kailku No. 2 9,800
acres of the npatives; Opanunke, 7,150
acrez of the mnabtives.  The rent s
pow: Nimmo, £1,000; Trounsen, £40;
Kaibu No. 2, £125; Opanake, £125 ; total,
£1,292. 1 have five stores on the gum
fields. ‘We estimate the total number of
diggers on our ground to be 619, viz., 267
Austrians, 225 British and other national-
iree, 127 Maorig, The last item ig only ap-
proximate, ineluding men women and
children. The Maoris work on an avorage
about four months in the year. The others
are all, 8o far as 1 know, gumdiggers only
ab present, At tunes thore wmay be
setllora amongat them. I can esupply the
Commission with the note of the total
~«um obtained un our ground during the
iaat six months. No rent, royalty or licenss
feo ia directlv charged for digging on our
lund.  We fix the price of the gum ab so
raueh balow the outside price s+ is neces-
gary to cover our renk. Our price 1nay
ranze about from 1= to 59 per cwt below
the outsiule price.  The diggers are com
palled to deal at our steres, I do not
think that in conrequence of this they bring
the pum in a lese cleaned condition thau
others. The Austriana clean the gum as
well as others, I think they geb s little
more. ‘They are paid according to the
cuality aud cleaning,  They are ot speci-
cily told how much is taken off the outside
nrice, We are guidod by tho advices wired
tn us of salee which take place every weok.
Very few complainta of qur system are made
touns, If a man doss nob like it he goes, 1
(hink the wages average as good on our
cround a9 outside. I bave in three or four
instances given men notico Lo guit under the
zureemant, [havedonesowhen aman persizts
in gotting stores elgewhore.  LThe quauty
of our gura i3 mostly ordinary and below.
The whole costof sending our mum to town,
inclnding the getting it in from the ground,
would be about 30a 6d per ton.  T'he cost of
Lauri is hig her here thun on the Tiash Coasy
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would be abont 30a 6d per ton.  Tho cost of
bauri is higher here than on the Liash Goass
where there is only one shipment, by
reason of stesmer and railway fare. Our
pricea for provisions are: potatoes, 8« to
123 per cwh, according to seazon j flour,
158 to 17s per cwt (in 50ib bags) ; tea, 2,
9s Gd, 843 cugar, 4id to hd; cofiee,
99 cheeso, 8 to 10d; meat, 189 per
dozen ting, or ls 4d per tin; jam, 7d to
10d ; Nestle's preserved milk, 9, 10d and
1s; tubaceo, 68 ; mabches, 23 dozen ;
bread, 4 1bioaf, 1Cd; rice, 4 to Hd.  All
ihese articles sio of the best qualities, and
tho variations in price are on account of
the positions of the dillerent stores. The
soods are delivered at tho whares, and
e wum foteched as & rule We
employ no diggets on wages. [ do not
uhink T have hesrd the term ‘truck
gystem " applied to our syastem until quite
rocently, except in  Dbir  Dargaville’s
paper. Qur accounts are equared when
the gum is sold, which is generally
when the digger wishes to sell it,  Wegive
a gtart o men sometimes, and sometimes
wo refuse ib, 1t rometimes bappens thet &
man keeps his gum for four months, and
occasionally we may give credib for thet
iime. (The evidence by Mr Dargaville
yestarday was here rcad to the witness who
wag asked if he wished 6o say anything
shout 1t.) With regard to the alleged
profit made on the bread, Mr Dargaville
Lnowe very well that we have nothing to
do with working up the tour. We are
ourselves charged 84 for the 4.1b loaf.
With regmid to the family alleged to have
been tuined off the field, although dealing
ot another store had someothing to do withid,
vhe principal cause of thie notice to quit was
Lhe constunt querrelling between the wife
and another woman whereby thepeace of the
villagre was diaturbed. I 'have no recollec-
tion ol the case of the old man referred to,
[ consider the scatement about 15s more
being paid under the impresrion that it wae
outside gum ig very improbable, and 1
think 16 was dietated by Mr Dargaville's
invoterate animosity againgt our firm, The
charges madoe for the old woman's stores
were went in to the County Council snd
~uever objected to. She died afterwarda at
| Mungawhare, not on the gumbeld. 1 know
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nothing of how the Austrians have come
bere, or of any contracs ot arrangement
mads by any person to bring them oat,
Our firm bas never had saything to do
with such a transaction, nor have [
ever persuaded or advised any Aus-
triag to seud for their relatives, The
Austriavs are asteady and iudustrious,
I consider them a desirable class of sattlers
if they would bring their families, Iam
not aware of any quarrels between them
and tho other diggers, They aro very
orderly. Iknow of 8 who returned home a
woek or bwo ago, I have no ider what
money they took with them, I think they
wont home to complete their miliary ser-
vice, I think the earnings of the Auairiang
on our ground would be close on 40s aweek,
and the cost of thoir living 10z or11s per week.
1 should put the average of other diggers,
includ'ng tho aged, at about 30s, The Aue-
trians are mostly young aod strong men,
but amongst the other diggers are many
who come herely because they do not know
what else to surn to. A license fee for dig-
ging on private land would operate in this
way, Tho land is taxed on the basit of the
value of the gum, which goveras the rent,
and then the digger would be taxed for get-
ting the same¢ gom which i3 al
roady paying tax, and then if he were
weky enough to make an income
from the gum of more than £300, he would
again have to pay income tax on ib.  More.

‘vom the gum of mere than £300, he would
agaik have bo pay income tax on i, More:
ovor, the land i3 already rated for coupty
purposes, and [ consider that the diggers
are paying those rates, and thew they would
be taxed again for county purposes, I
think no license fee should be levied for
digging on private lands that are paying
rates, [ am nob in favour of an export
duty, bocause I believe it rousk fall on
the digger — the price paid to him
would be lese. T have ascertained
tor the information of the Commission, the
arnount of caeh paid ab our stores for gum
over and abovo stores supplied for three
months ending 315t May last,  The num-
ber of men were 537, ineluding 121 Maoris,
which latter numbor incluces women and
children, The Maoria work sheat 4 to6
months a veur, The total sum so paid dur-
ing the above 3 monthe was £7,680 9d, 1
al3o produce & sbabement showing wages
earned by some of the best wmen during
various perioda, Ona Austrianin 12 months
earned an average of £4 19 2d per week,
another £2 133 6d, A Dritish digger for 12
months (including three weeks' holiday) £3
10s 0d, anotber four months £3 123 per
wook, another in ten months (one month of
which was a holiday) £3 % 6d, anosher nine
montha £2 103 1d, This wotks ont to an
average of 21s 7d cash wackly to 557 men
without cost of keep.
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Mr Dargaville (after Mr R. Mitchelson
had left) desired to add to his former evi-
dence tho following regarding Mr DMit.
chelson’s answer to his statement about
rhie profit made on the sale of bread:—I did
not know of any arrangement between him
and the baker, except that the latter was
under an obligation to take ms flour from
hit.

Robert Brydon (sworn): I am & gum-
digger on Mr Mitchelson'’s ground, I have
boen digging on that and on Mr Darga-
ville's ground. I have avoraged £2 19 per
wook eince lst Febroary. 1 am not bound
to any store for getting my provisions,
The apreement system does not apply to
the ground I am on. Iam only bound to
sell my gum to Mitchelson, 1 think the
gumticlds are gettine rapidly exhausted
in many placee. Tha ground has been
lug over three times before I came on ib.
I think a licenae system micht be useful in
checking the influx of foreigners. An ex
port duty might be very pood for the roade
but I think the digger would have to pay
it. I baliove there ie a number of persons
digging gum who would like to settle but
there 18 & groat cifficulty in gettine land to
settle on here in such a way as to combing
ferming with pumdigeng, I think gum
chigring basan anestiling effect opon youny
wen.

{(BY TELEGRAPH.—~OWYN CURRESFONDENT.)

DARGAVILLE, this day.
AT the afternoon sitting of the Commiesion,

Richard Mitchelson amended his evi
dence, stating that the cost of sending gum
to Auckland 19 33s per ton in addivion to
£2 per ton carting and packing,
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Michael Corcoran, hotelkueper, confirmed
the evidenco given yesterday by the Aus-
triane to the effect that a countryman of
tlisirs took meat {rcm the pig's buckeb to
»ntico some cats from Corcoran’s house,
The Austriang were sobor, industrious, very
honest and ordeily.

Henry James Horaby, pumdigger, said
his averago earnings were 204, The pricea
for provisions wero too hich all round. He
was a varnign maker in Kogland for twonoey
voars, up to five years ago. From his
knowledgo of the trade it was very unlikely
Lhat any other gum wounld supersede kaurL
Kouri pessessed o peculiar virtue that none
ovhers did. He gave the Manilla and Zan-
obar gums a trial, but did nob like them.
Whon the gum iy crushed for varnish-malz-
ing it can make no differenca whether large
pieces or nute arc bought by the store-
keepers, but still they paid less for nuta
than ether eorts.  All gum, whetber in
larpe or small pieces, sbould be washed and
scraned for varnish-making purposes.

Patrick Connolly, storeltooper, said if a
licenso tee wers charged to dizgers on
Crown lends it would drive all to private
londa, Thore who cub up the fields were
radesmen, #nd they should rather pay
oney towards road-making than the dig-
cors. YWitnesa eomplained that Mr Hard-
g really proctived Ghe fruck systew in
compelling digzers on his lease to deal wilh
siolekeepers on the ground, as he refused
va renew the license of a man who dealt
alanwhere,

MecLean, baker, deniod the statement
made by J. M. Dargaville that he was
compelled to buy fiour from Mitchelson, Iie
bought ag a wabter of expediency, az it
came cheuper, direet from Canterbury.
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The sitlinygs are now closed In Dargaville,
nnd the Commission proceed up the Kaihe
Yalley.

EVIDENCE GIVEN BY THE AUSTRIANS/DALMATIANS

JACOB RADATICH

MY COUNTRYMEN

I am from Croatia in Austria.
| came to New Zealand in 1893 from the broken Hill mines in Australia.

I was digging gum at Babylon on Mitchelson’s lease. | heard from some of my country men
and others that they were making good wages at gum digging and that is the reason | went
to Babylon.

| went to the store for goods and asked the storekeeper should | pay him at once and he said
at the end of the month would do. He made no charge for rent for my digging or royalty. |
dug for two months there and moved to another part of the lease.

| was one of a party of twenty-two Austrians who tried to drain Johnsons swamp. This did
not prove a profitable job and thereupon gave up gum digging and ultimately settled in the
Marlborough settlement.

My opinion is that many came from Austria simply through reports and advice from their
own relations and friends. They would hear at home about doing well and hence come out
to try their luck.

While digging on the swamp with twenty-two of us we lived as well or better than the
British gum digger. | am sure it never cost us more than 15 shillings each per week.

Every week we got 130 pound of beef. Every two or three weeks we got a pig and cured it
ourselves. In the summer time our earnings are 1 or 2 or 3 pounds a week.

In the winter it takes all our time to make 1 pound a week in the best of fields.

We are working on the co-operative system. We got our tucker the same way. We had two
men acting as cooks and whatever was made in the swamps was divided between us cooks
and all.

I have heard the evidence of the following Austrians read over to me which was taken by the
Commissioners in 1893 and believe they are correct, and | agree with their statements.
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PETER GOVECICH

AT HOME WE DO 3 YRS. IN THE MILITARY SERVICE

I am an Austrian from Dalmatia. | keep a store at Tikinui and do some gum digging as well. |
cannot earn more than 18 s to 1 pound 3s at gum digging. At home | was a stone mason at
which | could earn 3s a day and tucker. For working on a farm a man could get 1s 10d or 2s
a day and tucker. It costs 5s a week for board. My country men in the colony consist of
seafaring men, fishermen, and vine and olive cultivators.

I only know about 315 to 320 Austrians in the Wairoa district. | think that is nearly all there
are. | have taken some trouble to ascertain.

At home we all have to do 3 years in the military service.

GIOVANNI BRADICIC

I WANT TO STAY

| come from lIstria, close to Trieste. | am gum digging on Harding’s ground. | was a sailor
from 11 yrs. old. | did one years’ service in the army. | make 2 pound from gum digging and
it costs me 10 shillings 12 shillings for provisions. | have not been molested in any way by
the British. | do not intend to return home.

ANTONIO GASPARICH

ITALIAN PACK HORSE WORKER

I am from Trieste and am of the Italian race. | have been living in this district for fourteen
years. | have been employed by Mitchelson Brothers in various ways | have not fallen in
much with the Austrians. When packing provisions to them they appeared to me to take a
fair amount of stores, as well as others. If some of my country men could get land offered to
them by the government, such as that in the Kaihu valley, they would jump at the chance of
bringing their families out here.

As regards the saving of my countrymen taking good and poor workers together, | think
they can lay by at least 1 pound a week, which in the case of those who did not remain in
the colony is sent home to friends.
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PETER SKAKANDICH, NICOLAS SKAKANDICH, NICOLAS MATUTAVII,
AND JOHN BILUSH
Three of them are labourers and one a stone mason.

Jacob Radatich was sworn as interpreter, and said...

COULD NOT MAKE A LIVING AT HOME

They were at present draining a swamp on Mitchelson’s Flax mill lease.

We have each spent 20 pound of our money and are in debt to the storekeeper to the extent
of about 10 pound each. This debt has incurred over the last six months. Up to the present
we have cut about 3 miles of drains and found very little gum. If the swamp is a failure, we
will have to dig gum somewhere else to pay for the tucker.

During the last twelve months close on a hundred more Austrians have left than have
arrived in the colony. Many had to borrow from their friends for passage home.

BoLD BTOMEH

DALMATIAN DIGGER WITH SETTLING RIGHTS

| come from Pellissa, in Dalmatia, Austria. | have been five years in the colony, and am
twenty-three years of age. My father is a farmer. | am the occupier of an occupation with
the right of purchase section; No 30 Block 1 Maungaru Survey District. A number of my
countrymen were in New Zealand before me and from them | heard about it, and so decided
to come myself. Some of them get money from their brothers and relations in the colony,
and some paid their own passage to New Zealand. | sent for my brother three years ago and
he is still about the Wairoa digging gum. Some of my country men do not make money at
digging gum and so go home. And others make 2 pound a week.

MITCHELSON’S STATEMENTS

RICHARD MITCHELSON
“We are in business of buying and selling gum and also goods through our five stores”

Gum is getting scarcer, and so the earnings are less, and the gum digging must be of a more
systemic character, and the old idea of spearing is gradually being abandoned. The swamps
must be drained. | hand in statements A and A1, showing total average earnings per week
of two Europeans and two Austrians dealing at the Babylon store, of five men dealing at the
Flax — mill store, and of three men at the Maropiu store. All our out stores are branches of
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our firm and work on wages. There is no subcontracting or commission allowed. Mr
Trounson has the grazing rights over gum field leases and it suits us better to let him supply
the diggers with meat. There is no payment made by Trounson to our firm for the right of
supplying meat to our gum leases. We pack the gum for the diggers to our stores and
charge then according to distance. | hand in return marked B; it gives the prices we charge
for provisions at the four out stores; also the average price paid for gum off our lease lands
for twelve months at the out stores. | also furnish the commission with a return marked C
giving the cost of goods supplied to the stores for the two years ending 31°* December 1897.
In the Kaihu store men employed at Kauri timber work and settlers receive their supplies,
and we cannot, therefore, without great trouble, give the statement as it applies to gum
diggers only.

The average of gum output for the last fourteen years has been 712 tons per annum.
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B
PRICES CHARGED ON Goovs soin 41 MrreannsoN BROTRERS' LizAsz STORES.
Commmodity Flax-mill. | Babylog. Maropin, Kaihu.
- — —— — 1 S ——— —_— - SO
. 4 8, & g . Q. i s, d.
Flour (100 1b.) “% v 16 6 16 0 16 0 ! 1+ 68
Potatoes (new), per cwt. i} 12 0 i 12 0 106 0 0 0
Sugar (per 1b.) e < | 0 4 | 0 4 0 4 0 3t
Milk i - % | 0 9 = 0 10 0 10 i 0 9
Tea (perlb.) .. 8- e | 2 6 ' 9s.06d. to 3s. 2s. 63, to 3s. ! 25. to 2z, 6d.
Candles (per 1b.) o s | L 0 & o 0 10
Beef (per tin) Vi rogll i 3 o | B | Is. 3d. ;. 1s:94: doz,
Rice (per 1b.) s . 0 4 ; | 0 4

| el

AvERAGE PRIGE PAID FOR GuM FOR TweLvE MONTHS 0FF LiiASk LANDS.

DBabylon, £2 6s. 6d.; Maropiu, £2 5a. 9d. ; Flax-mill, £2 7s.; Kaihn, £€2 8s. 6d. Prices ranging from 7s. to £5 per
hundredweight ; average price, £2 5s. 8d.

MEN BEMPLOYED AT GUM-DIGGING ON Lnisk LANDS.

—_— g Babylon. Maropiu. Kaihu. + TFlax-mill. I Totals.
S R T By 38 T ! s =
Austrians .. 5 81 57 { s 30 | 168
British w5 o 23 18 [ 20 i 14 | 75
Maori e o & 22 20 o ‘ 42
| ' 285
’ i

Ourrur OF GUM,
Output of gum from all sources in 1897, 552 tons, as against 1,138 tons in 1893. Averace output por vear for
fourtcen vears, 712 tons.
RexT or LirAsE.
Rent, £600 per annum, to — Nimmo, fsq.; in 1803 it was £1,000. T.ease was for ten years, rental commeneing
at £1,200 for first year, with reduction of £100 for each yoar after.

C.

RETURN OF CASH AND GOODS SUPPLIED T0 E. MITCHELSON AND BROTIIERS’ STORES TOR Two YERARS BNDING THTR
3lsr DEceEMBER, 1897.

1896. 1897,
i —
b= i Goods at Cost, | Goods at Cost,
I Cash. with 10 per Cent. Cash. with 10 per Cent.
| added. i added.
sgey i SO IO | P
| i
: | & B s £ s d £ s | £ s a
Flax-mill* % e - o oo 1 15602 7 7 570 10 0 1,682 7 7 | 6ot 10 O
Babylon > e e 5% vo | 45,681 15 B 2,223 2 7 5,017 6 11 2,148 10 9
Maropiut i i o 5 <« | 6,998 T 6 2,585 2 9 4,637 9 11 2,157 18 6
Opanake { o5 5 o @ - o %

" A number of people deal at this store who ave not gum-diggers, but it is not possibie to separate their purchases,

this store a number of eustomeoers are not gum-diggers. ¢ This storve is supplying bushes, and paying hush orders.
unable to separate the different items without cousiderable trouble.
Draixs.

Drain at Long Gully, being dug by Austrians, a mile and a half, consisting of cross drains; arvea of swamp, one
mile long by 800 yards wide; depth of drain, 8 {t. ; wiith at top, about 10 fb. ; at bottour, about ¢ ft. Nambor of men
in party, 22.

p Dr}a,in at Flax.mill Swamp, about a mile and a balf long; area of swamp, same as above. Drain about
5 ft. by 4 fb. by 2f6., running smaller at top of the swamp. These swamps are given over to those who are draining
them for the term of our lease, subject to the usual conditions, we to protect them from encroachment by othev
diggers not being of the party. The number of men in this parby is twenty.

. a
Coxn1r10Ns UPON WHICH THE UNDERSIGNED IS PERMITTED TO DIt KAURL-GUM ON riE Kamu No. 2 Broek,
KAIPARA,

1. All kauri-gam dug or obtained in any way from the said blocks shall continue the property of Mossps,
Mischielson Broshiers, and shall be delivered by the person digging the same to them at oither of hciv stores on Kaihu
No. 1 Block, and antil so delivered shall be held by the person digging the same as bailee for then,

2. No rent being charged for the right to dig gum above mentioned, it is hereby agreed in lieu thereof that, on
delivery as aforesaid of any such gum, Messrs. Mitchelson Brothers (whose decision as to quality or description of
gum shall be final and binding upon the person delivering the same) shall have the right to fix, and will thereupon
pay, the fair and reasonable value fhereof to the person delivering the same whose receipi shall be a sufliciens
discharge

: y person being upon the said land shall leave and vacate the same within forty-cight houvs after receiving
notice, either verbal or in writing, requiring hiin or her so to do from Mossrs, Mitehelson Drothers or their agent,
and will not again enter upon the said land without firgt obtaining permission from Messrs. Mitchelson Brothers or
their agent; such notice, if in writing, shall bo deemed to have beon given if left at the last-known place of abode of
such person.

I agree to the above conditions:
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HARDING’S GUM FIELD LEASE

ANTONIO FALCONETTI

I am Austrian and come from Istria. | was a sailor and came here because my brother
thought | could do better than at sea. Our agreement with Mr Harding is to this effect: We
pay him half royalty that is 5s per quarter per man instead of 10 shillings. which the gum
diggers pay who work on any other part of the lease. In return for this concession he will
have his swamp drained. Mr Harding does the carting at 1s 3 pence per hundredweight. We
care free to deal with any storekeeper or butcher but as a rule we get our meat from Mr
Harding. Under the agreement we have the right to dig gum in this swamp for ten years.
The swamp is divided into five sections, allowing for each section to be worked over in every
two years thus allowing ten years overall. We are working the swamp on a co-operative
principle.

There are twelve married men and eight single in our party.

Note: these two blocks are separate from one another. One is leased by Harding the
other is owned giving Messrs Brown, Campbell and Mr Marriner sole digging rights by
way of a royalty paid to Mr Harding.

WILLIAM FITZPATRICK

DIGGERS DISHEARTENED WITH GOVERNMENT

I am a gum digger. The digger’s desire is free trade that is to buy and sell in the best
markets.

Harding’s block is now exclusive to three merchants who pay a royalty to Mr Harding for the
right to purchase gum from the diggers on his block. If you sell on this field you now have to
deal with Messrs Brown, Campbell and Mr Marriner. | do not agree with this system.

| think the reason why the diggers have not paid their license fees is that they are
dissatisfied. They have no voice in local affairs and have only the vote under manhood

suffrage.
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Gum is becoming scarcer and men are working longer hours. | know of a few men who are
engaged hooking gum in the swamps, who are averaging 3 to 4 pounds but are
exceptionally good men and working sixteen hours a day and these are not to be considered
average any more than the aged and infirm, who are only getting 20 pound of gum a week,

I am quite positive there are now five Austrians to everyone who were in the fields in 1893,
and the British digger has decreased proportionately.

The diggers are thoroughly disheartened after waiting five or six years, finding no remedy
whatever has been applied by the Government to do away with the substantial complaints
constantly brought under notice. Many of our most active men in the union gave up
agitating any further and | feel convinced if such a state of things had existed in the
southern districts a remedy would have been devised long ago.

GUM DIGGING LICENSES

HORACE HAMMOND

LICENSES TO DIG FOR GUM

I am Clerk and Engineer of the Hobson County Council. There is great difficulty in collecting
license fees. In 1894 we sold 142 licenses at 5s each. In 1895 we only sold 34, and in 1896
we only sold 30. Total: 206 licenses in three years.

These bear no proportion to the number working on the fields.
We appointed a Ranger, and gave him 1s 6 pence commission for every license sold.

Our first Ranger was Mr J B Pullman, and then we had John Perry. There are one or two
camps of Austrians and they declined to take out licenses and refused to give their names.
The local policeman was away at the time and we could do nothing.

I do not know how many diggers there are in the district. My idea is the time has gone by to
worry much about collecting the license fees on the gum fields. It would have been different
ten years ago or fifteen years ago.

The gum fields should have been put on the same footing as the gold fields.

There are fewer diggers in the area now as the main reason is they are working at other
industries such as timber. If the timber failed, they would have to go back to digging.

In our district we have a number of settlers who have taken up land and if it had not been
for the gum they could not have existed.

Our county has always advocated the selling of the gum lands.
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JOHN PERRY

LICENSE COLLECTOR

I am a fruit grower and authorised collector of gum licenses and dog licenses in the Hobson
County. | commenced the collection of gum licenses about two years ago. When |
commenced to collect the licenses there was a rush to the Northern fields. | have
experienced great difficulty in collecting the licenses and had to take promises to pay at
some future time again and again. Some of the diggers evade paying the licenses by simply
shifting from Crown land to private land when they see me coming along. Another way they
have of avoiding me when working in swampy grounds, is simply to go across to the other
side through 3 feet and 4 feet of water, so | cannot follow except by going miles around, and
even then they would be back across again. | think an amendment should be in the law
whereby a store keeper should demand the production of a digger’s license before buying
his gum.

PETER LANGTON

BRITISH GUM DIGGERS ARE THE WORST

I am a settler and storekeeper in the Vale of Avoca and a Ranger for the Kauri Timber
Company for one hundred miles. | have the only honest men in New Zealand are the
foreigners, not one of whom has gone away owing me a penny. Look at my books and you
will see that all the others have a balance on the wrong side. The British gum digger is
always scheming how he can get the better of me.
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10
GUM DIGGERS' CONFERFINCE

NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 19 MAY 1906, PAGE 4

~ At the request of the Secretary of
the Gumdiggers’ Union we publish
the following :—

The mesetings of representatives from
the Waihopo, Parengarenga, Waipu,
Koil})ara and other district branches
of the Gumdiggers’ Union have been

concluded. The following resolutions
were passed :—

That representation be made to the
Premier of the Colony calling his
attention to the disabilities wunder
which the gumdiggers labour in the
matter of not being able to be repre-
sented on the County Council, and
asking the amendment of the ILocal
Government Act so as to allow the
gumdiggers to have a vote in the
matter.

That where it can be shown that
lands which have either been pur-
chased or leased from the Govern-
ment, or-even private property are not
being used for legitimate pastoral or
farming purposes, but solely for the
parpose of working the gum therein,
the State shall have power to resume
such land at the original value plus
dmprovemeuts.

S IS, S R

———
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‘That the loeal authority have power
to have swamps and lakes in the
reserves drained, and tfo charge a
special license in addition to the pre-
sent one to any qualified digger who
wishes to dig therein, until the amount
expended in drainage plus interest is
d out of such special licenses.
ereafter such special license fees

shall be paid to the Government, and

be utilised forthe repurchase of gum
land and settlement of gumdiggers on
the land after the gum has been dug
out of if. ‘

That all gum land reserved under
the Kauri Gum Industry Act be re-
surveyed and boundaries fixed with
iron standards, and that all people
settled on the reserve be not disturbed
by such re-survey. .
"That the book of rules be left with
the executive.

That at the present time the gum-
digging community has no opportun-
ity to settle- on the land, as there
are no crown lands adjacent fo the
reserve. Therefore we propose that the

Government resume all those large
_ estates on the Northern Wairoa, such
as Mitchelson’s, Mangawhare, Hard-
ing’s, Fitzgerald’s run and Yate’s,
Parengarenga, North Cape, or any
_other large estate; and if resumed by
the Government the State to bring in
some scheme of land settlement in
combination with gumdigging.

That before any reserve is taken off

lands the Commissioner or his
authorised deputy shall imspect such
land, and ovidence must be taken
on the spot, all notice of
application to be served on the
(£1m iggers’ Union.

That a gumdiggers’ union broker-
ago be started in Auckland to be con-
trolled by the Gumdiggersy Union
and all workers in connection there-
with to be members of the union
exclusively.

exclusively.

That only bona fide gumdiggers
shall be members of the Uniomn, or
those whom the executive consider fit
and proper persons to be members.

- -That the headquarters of the Union
be shifted to - Waipu, that Mx» Crowe
be recommended as President, Mr

- Stafford as General Secretary, and Mr

r'_l‘i;Vay, Organising Secretary for Auclk-

nd.
That 75 per cent. of all funds
accruing to a branch be retained for

the purpose of meeting the branch

-expenditure, and that the remaining

25 per cent. from each branch be
forwarded to the executive and banked
to a general Union account. That if
at the conclusion of the year’s oper-
ations it is found that a branch has
more funds than it r-quires for its own
use out of the 756 per cemnt. it shall
devote the remainder or surplus to the
general Union account for organising
or. other purposes. ]

That e entrance fee be 28 6d and
the annual subscription be 12s payable
quarterly in advance.

That all genuine out of pocket ex-
penditure for - trawvelling ete. be
allowed the General Secretary, and
that if he be called  upomn in the
Anteredts of the Umnion to devote his
own time to their -affaire he be re-
‘munerated for such services at- the
rate of five shillings per day in
:addition to travelling expenses.

That the Government be urged tc
take over the entire control of the
gum industry in so far as the handling,
sorting, and selling of such gum is
concerned. That a central depot be
established in Auckland for the re-
ceiving of such gum, _ that all
private persons be prohibited from
exporting gum, that all gum dug
on private land shall pass through the
Glovernment depot, and that a royalty
be chargeable on such gum.

I That the New Zealand Worker be

the .official organ for the Awuckland

Gumdiggers’ Union.

" "Thdt the above resolution dealing
with the admininistration of gum
lands be sent on to the Premier and
the members of the Legislature.

That for the purpose of collecting
the- subscriptions of the Union a col-
lector be appointed in each camp by
the Umnion . exercising authority ovex
such camp.

That the Government be wurged to
so0 amend the Act as to allow the
Tnion to take up a lease of gum land
in a syndicate form and work it with
a view to testing the advantages ol
thorough co-operation.

(a) Only Unionists
shareholders.
(b) .All to be sold under the
- - auspices of the Union. )
(&) Their own servants employed.
(d) A reasomably small store in-
stituted for their use.

to become
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NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 22 OCTOBER 1906

At Mr J. Trounson's bush at Si-
beria, near Kaihu, Messrs .Lineham
and Watson have a body of men en-
gaged in tapping 2000  kauri trees,
600 of which have .already - yielded
seven -tons of pure white gum, valued
‘at £65 ‘per ton. The average yield
‘per tree ‘is about 84lbs., though in
-one record instance a tree - yielded
2031bs. S

EVENING PosT, VOoLUME XC, ISSUE 82, 5 OCTOBER 1915, PAGE 6

——— ———— =

A plea for the segregation of all alien
asnemies was made by r. Thacker in the
House of Representatives last might, dar-
ing the debate on the Kauri-gum Industry
A mendment Bill. The doctor said that
it was all wvery well for the Prime
Minister to make arrangerments for ‘the
re-issuing of licenses to the gumdiggers,
but what had struck hinm: was that no
mention had been made during the dis-
‘cussion of the fact ‘that a wvery large
‘mumber of these men ~were _Austrians.
| He contended that theyw should be
| placed on “one of the islands in the
i same manner as other alien enemies.
' Tncidentally, he mentioned that he be-
lieved ‘there were two soldiers in the
. Tauherenikau camp who could not speak
| a word of Iinglish, and who had learmed
. their drill by coyping the other men.
| The Prime Alinister, when replyiug,
|.3aid that the attitude generally taken
fup was that a large number of the gum-
Idiggers in the mnorth were Aunstrians.
' The fact was, however, that they were
| Crotians and Dalmatians, and their syim-
"pathies were not with Glermanvy, but
"with Russia. A Jarge number of them
had volunteered for service. and he had
received a telegram to the effect that 200
of them were available forr the fromk.
That fact proved their Joyalty. Also.
in the way of contribptions, they had
been some of the most generous of the
residenvbs of WNWew Zealand. On one
occasion thev had contributed £21000. At
a ecarnival in Dargawville not long ago
Their , queen occupied third place on the
list. * During the recess considerable
sums of money had arrived from these
gumdiggers, and it was only right that
he should place this faect on record +to
remove the misapprehension that existed.
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NEWS FROM PAPFRS PAST...

EVENING POST, VOLUME XLII, ISSUE 90, 13 OCTOBER 1891, PAGE 2

EUWININONSEd PEr annnim.

It is stated that there are over 200 Aus.
trians 'at work on the gum fields north of
Auckland, The Herald says they are quiet,
sober, industrious men, and, unlike the
average colonial gumdigger, bank or save
their money instead of drinking it. One
man In 8ix weeks banked .£30 as the result
of his labonrs in gumdigging. They are
sending home remittances to Austria, and
brmg;mg out more of their friends, eonsider-
ing that it will be better for them to come

out to the colony than to remain in the Old
World,
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NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXXIV, ISSUE 10592, 5 NOVEMBER 1897, PAGE 3
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THE GUM-FIELDS COMMISSION

PRESS, VOLUME LV, IssUE 10099, 27 JuLy 1898, PAGE 4

Tree kauri gum bearing lands of this
colony, at present known, have an area
of 814,000 acres. The indusiry has
been prosecuted for more than forty
years, and the total value of the ex-
ported article has been £8,163,000, or
rather over an average of £10 per acre
for the whole field. 1t 18 quite possi-
ble that further gum-bearing areas
may be discovered, and that deeper
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may be discovered, and thab deeper
layers may be found in places already
worked., It appears that several suc-
cessive forests have left deposits of
gum. The first diggers search for the
layer that lies within a few inches
of the surface. Subsequently a second,
third, and even a fourth Iayer has been
found, the latter at a depth of several
feet. Hence, though the exhaustion
of the gumfields has been foretold for
many years, the present generation
will probably not see the end. It is
now felt, however, that the gum
districts should not be allowed to be
wholly destroyed in the process of gum
digging. Some permanent improve-
ment shonld be made out of the rich
finds of gunm to compensate for the
necessary destruction.

A commission, consisting of Mr. E.
Trecear and Mr. J. G. MueLLER, Wa3
appointed at the close of last year to
inquire into the eondition and griev-
ances of gnmdiggers, and into the best
means of conserving the interests of
the colony in the fntureof the gnm
districts. The report of -this Commis-
sion is before us, and, on the whole,
it is & wise one, though, unforfunately,
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| $hat is no gcuarantee that the Govern-
ment will act apon it. The grievance
' of which the colony has heard most
i 13 Ehe Ausirian invasion. There are
egual to 3500 British and Maori gum
diggaers constantly at work, and 1500
‘<« Austrians,”” who are really Dalma-
tians, Isirmans, Bulgartans, &c., -
ing Slavonic dialects. The British-

ri contingent earn, on AN
{ average, £1 63 & weelk, and
i the Ausfrians £1 11s e6d. The
difference is owing solely to co-opsTa-
tion, long hours, and sobriety. Of
icoursa a cry has been raised for a
poll tax on these undesirable immi-

P i T R T

grants. v e are cliad to see,
bhowever, that even such a socialist
i as Mr. TREGEAR characterises

this as nnworthy of notice, and pro-
ceeds to suggesti how such industrious
people can be made of permanent
valae to the colony. They send their
savings to Ausiria to invest them at
less than 2 per cent. Iset the regula-
tions of the Poast Office Savings Bank
be translated 1into their lapguage.
They make no paermanent home in the
colony. T:et them receive twenty
acres each, on favourable terms, where
they may use their knowledge of vine
. and olive growing, or where such as
come from Adriatic Islands may turn
their skill in fishing to good account.
The most difficulf question i con-
nection with the gum fields i1s how to
provide a lIoccal revenue. Only about
half ihe field i1s Crown land, and the
license fee of 5s is so small that the
County Councils have mnot found it
worth collecting. The good land is in
f small valleys widely separated. There
is & block of 5000 acres fit for setile-
ment, then ten miles of gum country,
then 6000 acres of settlemeni{ and
fifteen miles more of gum fields. The
' settlers are poor, and expect to eke

T -" e

- ——— 3z T e e =




e

~ 139 ~

fifteen miles more of gum helds. "L'he

' gsettlers are poor, and expect to eke
i out a livelihood by gum digging for a

part of the year. Hence 1t 1s
impossible to raise rates on the
setiled lands to maintain roads
through the gum districts. The roads
are, therefore, of the worst possible
deseription. When they get very
badly cut up the only presenf resource
is to strengthen the team and cut
them still deeper. The result is that
the cartage of the guam to port
reaches £3 and £3 10s per ton, where
103 or 15s would suffice on good roads-
This state of things is believed to
involve 1s 6d a head per week addi-
tional cost of living on the fields,
besides the heavy tax on the gum for
cartage. The Commissioners, there-
fore propose an average export duty of
£3 per ton on the gum. They pro-
pose that it should be graded, and
that the best guality, which reaches as
high as £200 per ton, should pay £5,
tho average quality £3, and the inferior,
which is worth say £40, only £2.
This scheme swould raise a revenue of
over £21,000 a year, which might be
used in various ways for the permanent
benefit of the fields. mxport duaties
are, of course, admirable only in ex-
ceptional cases. DBut this appears to
be an exceptional case. Kauri gum is
practically a unique product. The
varnish trade must have 1t, and there
iz no fear of its being displaced by
competition. This is evidenced by the
fact that the price was mnever higher
than now, that inferior sorts have of
late been marketable for the first time,
and that even the scrapings and
samples formerly burnt are now sought
after. It is unlikely, therefore, that
the whole of the duty would fall upon
the digger. If it did he would still
save most of it in cheapened living

prapcays | rodrioary narta oo whan TS
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the whole of the duty would fall upon
the digger. If it did he would still

save most of it in cheapened living

and reduced cartage when pass-
able roads were made. In any
case the colony has 59 right

to protect ikself. The gumfields
are wretched pipeclay country with a
stunted growth of tea tree and fern.
It has been proved, however, that the
grass named Poa brownii will do well
upon it. Mr. T. C. Wirraams has also
proved that it will grow a useful gorse
crop. The gorse 1is sown 1in drills
three feet apart, so that sheep may
walk between. When the crop reaches
a certain growbth the shweep are turmed
on, and when they have eaten down
the growth they are moved to the next
paddock. After. they have bhad three
or four changes they begin over again.
In this way Mr. Wiriams has made
land that formerly would not carry a
sheep to the acre carry and fatten
five or six sheep to the acre!

It is clear that the country is not
wholly useless, and that the colony
cannot allow it to beentirely destroyed
by the gum diggers without any com-
pensation whatever. With a revenue
of £21,000 a-year the Commissioners
think that in addition to roading a
great deal of useful tree planting
might be done, and also that the free
and -careless methods of the diggers
might be Trestrained. When the Aus-
trians find gum they work the ground
several feet deep **in the face,”” and
leave no pickings. The nomadic
Britisher objects to this, which, as the
Commeissioners say, 1S the only proper
way to work. He, working singly,
and not in strong parties like the Aus-
trians, préfers to dig a hole here m:td
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and -careless methods of the diggers
might be restrained. VWhen the Aus-
trians find guam they work the ground
several feet deep ¢* in the face,”” and
leave =no pickings. The nomadic
Britisher objects to this, which, as the
Commissioners say, 1s the only proper
way to work. He, working singly,
and not in strong parties like the Aus-
triang, preéfers to dig a bhole here and
there, scratching the whole country.
Then the digger has a habit, when he
wants to clear a few square yards, of
<« putting a match to it,”” and thus
often burning thousands of acres. The
few inches of soil on top of
the pipe-clay are of a fibrous and
vegetable mnature, and are entirely
destroyed by these reckless burnings.
Miles of country have been reduced to
white stretches of pipeclay by these
fires, ~which also often injure the
settlers and burn the Govermment
telegraph poles. The Commissioners
very rightly think that the colony can-
not afford to allow large districts to be
utterly destroyed by the caprice of
these men. They think that all
diggers should work under a license
at & nominal fee, but with some rea-
sonable conditions attached. = They
would have the diggers, both English
and Austrian, induced to seftéle by
offers of land. They also adwvise the
Government to conduct experiments in
planting grass, trees and gorse, BO as
to provide against the country being
an . .absolonte desert when gumdigging
becomes a thing of the past.

- There is much in the report that
commends it to our judgment. We
take exception, however, to the pro-
posal to give a monopoly to the present
diggers, not by placing a poll tax on
future Austrian arrivals, but by re-
fusing a license to anyone who :has
not been a year in. the colony. This
iz an -indirect method of excluding
these people, who are admitted to be
the most industrious and least destruac-
tive of the gum diggers. The proposal
is a sop to Cerberus. The Austrians
bave mo vote. e '
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1893
THE AUSTRIAN GUM DIGGER’S

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXX, ISSUE 9217, 3 JUNE 1893, PAGE 3

PUBLI0 mesting was held abt Pakebul,,
Riverhea::, on the 31lsb May, ab seven

p.m., to consider the question of
immigration of Aastrian gumdiggers.
being no building in the looality

mish veiled the splendour of the firma-
pab ; no cloud bid the lighe ol a single
sar. Night In all itnmhmnibythznnlllh

jesty spread ite mantle over soone,

E th{u wero tho minds of the andience

y brought into a deeply reflective
oandition,

Mr. C. Hardy was called upon to addrees
the meeting, which he did in a maaner

y

overy presont. The gum industcy,
ho' said, was threatened with an over-
whelming disaster. The thousands of
Awtrians who, thoy wers told, on no
moan authority, were aboad to come to thie
oountry would so awamp she marked with
o guniggecs wagoh wero rodaond to-a
a (] were reda a
mere pittance. 'm were now 15,000
men on the fields, npon whom wore de-
pendens at least 3000 wives and

childiren. In the ovent of thas great
Furopean war which might ab any
moment overtake us, the X
of tho gum trade would be a ocertain
rosuls, and were the misories which this
would enteil upon all en in this
industry to be increased hoeds of
foreignors who would then be wandeciug
about unable %0 earn a livelihood ? The
prospective condition of the gumdiggoers in
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roreignors who wonkl Shen De wWanderiuy
about unable %0 earn a livelihood ? The
prospective condition of the gumdiggers in
the evant of war was gloomy enough,
m&hﬁaﬁm which ﬁ;nnuﬁu-
y dak mont ' -

to as far fu pm[ﬁlﬁwﬂa rich had no

eoling for the sufforings of the poor. To
:-ham fnuthiug w:; a Th tmtnuu.l a::uponb t!;:
o O . bub the m L[]
far dhﬁﬂhﬂﬂ the ngrnﬁmnh and
le of Now Zealand could not look with
ndifference npon the distress of 27,000 of-
their fellow-colonists, The price of every
article of commerce was governed by the:
inexorable law of mppg? and demand.
About five 4000 or 6000 of the
uwnemployed in the South Jsland flocked on
to the Auckland gumilelds, and the result
was o fall in the price of gum of from 50
to 28a per cwt. them look back on tho
effect of the Franco-German war, Ab thab
time every factory throughoat Franco and
Gormany was closed, and the prico of gum
conserjuontly fell to 20s in Auckland. Groat
numbers of the unemployed in Aastralia hos
lately come to the gumiflelds. Thoy were
still constantly coming and they did not wish
them any harm, but if the gamfislda were
80 be floode! with immigrants from every
country in the world, if a population was
forcod upon them which they were nnable
to sustain, a terrible disaster must bo the
assared result.

A petition to the Premier, drafted by Mr.
Hardy, was read to tho mooting, and
unanimously approved of.

- A vote of thanks was given to Mr. Hardy
for his lucid address, and al:o a vote of
thanks to the chairman of the meeting, and
the mesting ug:hu:iod.:iubm nob b:lfam a.v:{
man present gn o petition.
Correapondent.)
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THE AUSTRIAN TROUBLE

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME XXXIII, IsSUE 9641, 13 JANUARY 1899, PAGE 3

(Per United Press Association,)
AvckrLanp, January 13,

About 100 Austrians are on the Mokoin,
due here on Sunday. The Austrian Con-
sul iy not prepared to enter into a bond
for their lnnding.

The Government has issued inatruc-
tions to the Urion Qo. that they must
excceute o bond for £10 o head before the
Austrians per Mokdin are allowed to land,

THE AUSTRIAN INFLUX

TARANAKI HERALD, VOLUME XLVIII, Issue 11423, 13 JANUARY 1899, PAGE 2

[PER PREBSS ASSOCIATION.}

WewLingToN, January 12 — Th
rovernment has issued instructions tha
the Union Company must execute th
bond of £10 perheud before the Austrian

per Mokoia are allowed to land.
AUCKLAND, Japuary 12.— ‘The loca
agent of the Union Company declines t
'give any information us to what actio
tho Company will tuke on the arrival o
| the Austrians by/the NMokoia on Sunda)
‘and the action of the Government 1

| looked forward to with interest.
|




~ 145 ~

THE MOKOIA'S AUSTRIAN PASSENGERS

EVENING POST, VOLUME LVII, ISSUE 12, 16 JANUARY 1899, PAGE 6

NO TROUBLE ABOUT THEIR
LANDING.,

[BY IELEGRAPH—PRESS ASSOCTATION.]

AUCKLAND, THIS DaY.

Eighty-eight Austrians arrived by the
Mokoia from Sydney last night. They
were landed quietly, and their names taken
by a Customs officer.

Sixty will go at once to draining work
in the Waikato to qualify by the three
months’ residence which are required to
obtain licenses to dig gum. The others are
expected to be similarly provided for.

A great crowd witnessed the arrival of the
steamer, but the Austrians delayed their
landing until midnight, when everything
was quiet, and then proceeded to various
boarding-houses. -

These are believed to be the last of the
Austrians who left Dalmatia before the
authorities notified the passing of the re.
strictive legislation.
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THE MOKOIA PASSENGERS: THEIR OWN ACCOUNT OF THEMSELVES
EVENING POST, VOLUME LVII, ISSUE 11, 14 JANUARY 1899, PAGE 5

The Sydney Daily Telegraph - had a
number of the men—presumably those who
will arrive in Auckland by the Mokoia to-
morrow-—looked up by one of its represen-
tatives last week. About a dozen of them
were assembled, and apart from their
want of knowledge of English (says the re-
porter) there was very little to distinguish
them from the ordinary style of foreign
sea-going man. Several of them were fine-
lookyng, upstanding fellows, with frank,
open countenance, and of intelligent ap-
pearance. The worst of them might have
been taken for fairly comfortable labour-
ers. Two or three of the immigrants—
they were all Austrians — wore gaudy
shirts, crewelled round the collars, and at
least one, who sported a neat cap, was
distinctly, as the Americans put it, struck
on his shape. They conversed readily with
our representative in two or three dialects
of the Slavonic tongue. They talked
volubly, and though none of them spoke
the national langauge, such as it is under-
stood at Vienna, several amongst the num-
ber did not appear at all ignorant for their
class. One, indeed, who was familiar with |
[talian gave & most intelligible stalement |
of their position, and he was supported in |
all his main facts by several of those who |
conversed in the Slavonic dialects. |

The man who knew Italian was a painter |
by trade, and he said the men knew no- !
thing of the new’ restriction until they got |
to Melbourne, where they met two of their ‘
countrymen who had been refused admis-
sion. So far as they knew, when they left
Trieste, New Zealand was perfectly open !
to them, and some of them had embarked
the savings of years in the enterprise.
What had attracted them to the far off, !
isolated British colony was news they had
received from friends who had been at the |
Antipodes for years. They estimated that
at least 2000 people had emigrated from
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Antipodes for years. They estimated that
at least 2000 people had emigrated from
the district whence they hailed—Dalmatia
—to New Zealand. Some of these had
done very well financially, and the news
they sent back to the homeland had en-
couraged others to look far afield and
gather together the spare florins to pay the
fare by steamer to the land where milk
and honey flowed.

“What were they in Dalmatinr?’—He
was,a painter, and others agricultural
labourers, another an artisan, others
labourers in the city, and so on. He earn-
ed four francs a day, and the agricultural
labourers three france and a meal in good
seasons. They had not come to New Zea-
land because they were starving at home.
They all had their homes; some had a
little land, and they had enough to eat and
wine to drink. Some even had wives and
families. It was the prospect of earning
more money that had attracted them.

If the dfﬂiculty with the New Zealand

Government could not be patched up, they
would stay in Sydney and seé¢ what they
could do in New South Wales. None of
them had enough money to pay their pas-
sages home again. There were eight of
their companions on the steamer who were
not allowed to land in Sydney. One was
an Austrian who had been in New Zealand
four times before. He had his son with
him, and the son could .land, but the
father could not. They looked upon their
lot as very hard. A suggestion that they
had come out to work on the gumfields
under contract to some New Zealander was
stoutly dénied, and the painter, for his
part, said if he could have got work at nis
trade in Auckland, he would have tak:n
it, and would not have gone to the gum
fields. Now they would have to kecp
themselves from starving in Sydney as best
they could.
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1908
AWORD FOR THE AUSTRIAN

THAMES STAR, VOLUME XLV, IssUE 10166, 4 JANUARY 1908, PAGE 2

The  Austrian gum-diggers of this is
lend have dormed ‘4 :beunefit society.
This will serve as a test to consider
the qualities of . the immnigrant who
comes to these shores. from:' the great
and - lﬂﬂsely—kmt - Austro-Hungarian
Empire or Federation. Be he Austrian
or Croat, he ghould be . welcomed, for
he bhas the toughness' of - fibe, and
kuowledge . of tillage, and. persever-
ance that are necessary. if settlement
of the backblocks of - a. new. country
is to- be successful. The Austrian 15
an agriculturist. by. heredity ;- and his
instincts tend to make him frugal and
temperate. The Austrian is atwu.wly*
tinctured with “tlie domestic wvirtues.
In wstriking contrast with allmfedly_
nore lughly civilised countries, "Aus-
tria iy wonderfully free from drunk-
enness, Ay countrymen of Louis Kow
guth, they cannot be said to lack
pairiotic. fervour. or molitical aspira-
tion: It ig estimated thd‘b at the pre-
sent time. there are some 2500 Aus-
trians engaged on the Auckland gum-
fiolds. The early batdhes came. out,
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trians engaged on the Auckland gum-
fields. The early hatdhes came. out,
not to gettle, © but to make money.
They . saw the land,. were impressed
with. its podsibilities, and their good
word has encouraged.-many. others to
emnigrato, and thege latter, are in
many cases taking up  selections and
planting frvit trees’ and vines. . for
wihich “these lands are, o suitable.
The prejudice against -the Auvdtiian
will disappear in .time. His ability
and hard work will make him a.valy-
able asset to the manhood of .this
vigorous: young country. ‘The German
wag not welcomed whett he. first, came
to Australia, but now. -the value of
thie pioneer labours of the early  Ger-
mare immiorants is ghown in ‘thou-
sands of - prosperous . and - emiline
farms.’ We  are ¢onfidemt that the
Austrian will put up a - gimilar record
here. -And .it- must. nob be. foreotten
that the child of the German immi-
grant paskes throughi  tho national
ehool and grows up . into.a good
English-speaking colonjal.” .
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AUGCKLAND, April 13

The s.8. Mokoia, which left for
Sydney this evening, took 44,000 feet
of timber.

The Mokoia takes to Australia a
very large number of passengers,
berths in the vessels steerage class
being absolutely unprocurable by noon
while only a few saloon berths re-
mained open for selection. The
steerage passengers alone number 181,

Thirtv-seven Anusxtrians from differ-

ent parts of the district, but chiefly
from the northern Wairoa are passens
gers by the Mokoia for Sydney to-day.
Most of the men are gumdiggers, who

have been in the Dominion for from
five to seven years. Some of the
travellers are proceeding to Austria
with the intention of remainiag there,
while others are only paying a visit to
their homesteads and will asterwards
return to New Zealand,
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THE GUMFIELDS COMMISSION
[BY TELEGRAFE.~~0OWN OORRESPONDENT.]

Dazcavivix, Friday.
Tne Commissioners rode through Harding’s
lonse yestorday so the East Coass, and inber-
viewod meveral camps of Austrinns and

}j:nrlhhmnn. They found the former's hute
well up to the average in cleanliness and
comfoit, Tho men stated thas shey earned
aboat 10s weekly over tucker They in.
tended going home, bas the mlﬂm'it:i would
doubtloes stay. Mauy had alroady besn
out five and six years, although they had
had no intention oun leaving to stay more
than a fow months. In a!l probability,
not half would retarn.

To.lay a mesting was held at Maropin,
Mitcholeon’s lease, when eighte Austrians,
all new arrivals in the country, were ex-
asminod. They expressed themselves
pleased with the quality of the land for

ricalbure.  If the Austrians undecstood
the terms on which they could get gocd
land, and could save a little money,
would take up land. They made 20k to
29+ woekly, and paid 12s to 14s for tucker.

Froderick Marriner, storekeeper, of
Mount Wesley, was examined, and handed
in some interesting statisties, showing the
wapges earned, and the proportion of sam-
ings to expenditure of Auatrians aud other
foreigners, Mitcheleon’s manager was also
axulniu?d. ltlafi nuidl that duﬁnwrui

ears Lhoy not 1osh a n
{hu Austrians, but lost lhonﬂlﬁo ;e:ﬁ:
throngh other diggers.
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THE GREAT NORTHERN
WAIROA.

THE KATHU VALLEY,

A RAILWAY OUTPOST.

V1I.

The ummensity of the Northern Wai-
roag district 1s due primarily to the
length of the finest navigable river 1n
the Dwominion. Steam boats of all de-
scriptions daily ply upon 1ts surface and
bring inte touch the many settlers wath
the river towns. Hardly less important
to the river is the IKaihussection of ral-
ways, which traverses the 17 miles be-
tween Dargaville and Kaihu, the pre-
sent terminus. DBy 1ts means a large
volume of trade 1s transacted with the
bushes, gumfields, and farmers. In fact,
all the settlers residing for many mules
within the eastern confines of Hokianga
County transact theiwr business through
Dargaville, and so severed are theiwr 1n-
terests from their own county that u
movement is on foot to incorporate the
whole of the Waipoua district i Hobson
County, Daily the train leaves Darga-
ville, carrying stores of all descriptions,
and returning with long rakes of kaum
Jogs, trucks of sawn timber, sleepers.
and kauri gum, and the line is rightly
looked upon as one of the best paying
the Railway Department possesses
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The townships of Dargaville and Man-
rawhare embrace the streteh of flat lands
shich are the entrants to the wvalley,
and through which the Kaihu Creek
winds it way from the ranges of Tuta-
moe to the Wairoa. A considerable
area of rich alluvial flat appears to be n
1ts native state, and one cannot help
expressing surprise that such valuable
territory 1s not laid down n grass. But
although native growth s the predomin-
ant feature, and a wide extent of pro-
perty appears uncared for, suel 13 not
altogether the case, Ior the same land
1s feeding many cows and horses, and at
no distant date will be closely culti-
vated. Leaving Dargaville by trawn, that
class of land 15 passed for some three
miles, when Flaxmil]l Station 1s reached;
and a2 wealth of floral beauty 15 ob-
served on the ecreek banks with the
white-blossomed, powerfully-scented ti
or cabbage tree, and the surprisingly
large slems of the crimson korari, or
fiax stems.

In olden days Floxmill was a place of
great importance, n fact 37 years ago
it was the most important centre in
Northern Wairoa, and the busiest hub of
mdustry wm the North. At that fime
Mr I T. Tinpe, representing a Liver-
pool syndicate, arrved from Epgland,
and noting the plentitude of the wild

flax, decided to erect a manufactory for
the treatoment of phormium into rope,
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twine, paper, and matiing. Fatensive
bulldings were erected, modern machin-
ery was umported, and special tamalies
used to spinmung and such woik weie
brought from the Old Countrv. Mr.
Johiy Mitehelson, who with lus brothers
has just retired from business In Darga.-
ville, was an enmneer and fitter em-
ployed in the construction of the null,
and 1% s 1nteresting to note that at
the same peried, the Hon. E. Mitehelson,
who was then a building coutractor, was
cngaged erecting  the Kopuru sawmll,
Mr. Tinne started on a somewhat lhuge
scale. >wtable areas were planted 1n
lax. 1n fact the land on which Dargawnlle
now stands was one of the best phor-
mium fields. For ten years the mdustry
was carried on, the output was material
of the finest, and old estabushed Auck-
land merchants will remember the satis-
faction they evinced in using the twine,
wrapping paper, and other Warroa manu-
factured goods. But the markets ot the
world were restncted at that period, and
the carriage of goods was an item of
heavyv expense. By the time the output
had been conveved Ly vessel to Helens-
ville, thence wagzoned to Hiverhead, and
carried by boat to Auckland, serious 1n-
roads were made upen its marketable
values, and after ten vears of hard,
plucky striving, Mr., Tinne was foreed to
close down, and all that to-day remains
of his enterpmse 1s an empty portion ot
the huge buwilding. The scale on which
the industry was conducted may be
gauged by the current report that over
£ 100,000 was sunk in the venfure
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Flaxmul 1s now a trading station of
Messrs. Marrner and Wilhams, gum
merchants. and quite an air of briskness
pervades the picturesque ereck side ham-
let. A modern flaamill 1s in the vicinity,
and grves employment to a large body of
men, and incereases the volume of tramn
freightage.  This 15 the lower boundary
of Messi1s. Marminer and Wilhams’ o
land property, which comprises 40,000
acres.

A few nules turther on is Babylon, the
firm’s chief gum station, and as far west-
ward as the eve can sce 15 a huge tract
of that pooi looking country which till
lately was considered valucless apart
from 1ts  kaun  gam  deposits. The
amount of wealth taken ofl itlus field ecan
hardly be estimated, but no land 1n New
Zealand can ever be expocted to furmsh
per acre anything approacluns iis past

revenue. Al the present time close on
S00 men are digmng on the properiy, the
half of them bemp Austiian- Cine 1.

struck with the huge swamps which in-
tersect the Inlls, and the value of such
toi flax cultivation is readily apparen:.
The greater portion of the swamps have
been dramed by gum diggers, and are at
present leascd to a southern tlavx com
pany who mtend to lay down all such
areas in phormium, and embark £ 100,000
in cultivating and treating the fibre. [I¢
15 gererally considered that Piako will
be the future centre of the flax industry.
It will, however, have a rival in the
Kaithu Vallev.
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As ihe train speeds onwards the qua-
lity of the land improves, and at Taita
1t pears every appearance of being highly
reproductive  Away on the right, clear-
ings can be discerned on the range divid.

ing the Kaihu and Awakino valleys.
Several forjurate seftlers are there locat-
¢d, and have started cream supplying on
a broad scale to the district butter fae-
tory. “lhere is still a fairly large parcel
ot Crown lands lying idle, and whieh,
when opened for selection, will be
snapped up. I'rom Taita on to Maropiu
the train passes through the property of
A, Jas. Trounson, and finer land can-
not be seen. Every paddock 1s a fatten-
ing one, and one can only lament that
the valley at this part is not many miles
wide, At Maropiu is a store and hotel,
and from there a road leads over the
range o the Awakino Valley, where
several scttlers are raisimg stock on good
bush land. The country here is pictur-
esque and increases so as the tran speeds
Kalhuwards., At Ahikiwi the Kaihu
Creek 1s crossed, and the eye notes with
pleasure the wide, pebbly, purling stream,
which runs almost parallel to the rail-
way, and the improving scerue attractions
of the vicimty., (lose to Kaihn 1s a
scenic reserve, an asland of some ten
acres, embowered in native hush—the
most charming of all preme spots, and
where young and old of the Wairoa hold
their summer picnics.
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lhathu 1s a townslip of importance, as
belits a termnus. 1t contains plenty of
stores of every deseription, and repre-
sentatives of all trades ply their callings.
Llhe town 1s m many respects umque.
When the line was carried to its pre-
sent pomnt, busimess men experienced a
barrier to their efioits m securing build-
Ing sites, as all the land belonged to the
natives. The Raillway Department ac-
quired the area necessary for a station—
far more than sufficient for 1ts wants—
and a portion of which was leased in
small sections; so as- one steps from
the traimn he alights in the mudst of quite
a collection of commercial emporiums.
The architecture of Kaihu i1s peculiar,
but a visible appearance of betterment
15 apparent on every hand. The earlier
buwildings are conspiecuous by their
quamt, angular. and stunted construe-
tion; but the modern evidences bespeak
taste and a superlative degree of com-
fort. As noticeable mn the pretty resi-
dences to be seen nestling under the
bush-clad heights.  ae native popula-
tion predominates, and it would cheer
the hearts of Di. Pomale arnd Dr. Buck
lo witness the cleanly, healthy condi-
tions wunder which they exist. There
are two parties, under the chieftains Te
vore and Rilahana, and ail liwve in con-
cord aopd prosperity.
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The haihn Vallev was ever a iavour-
1te territory for nalive occupation. Mr.
Perey Smnich. in has researches, finds that
the wvalley was peopled as far back as
1640, and that the situation of any por-
tion of the valley aflorded a degree of
cermafort unebtainable in less favoured
thistiiets. The settlement is 1nterseected
by the sparklimg waters of the Kaihu,
aeross  whreh  stretches o fine  traffic
bridge. The centre of the settlement is
noticable by the existence of a handsome
little chureh, adjoiming which 15 the
presbytery occupied by the Revs. Father
von Westeind: and Father Lannpa. ‘I'he
interior of the sacred edifice 15 mnterest-
ing, particularly so by the altar rails
being carved 1n old Maor: pattern. TIhe
Wesleyan body has also a fine ehureh,
but no resident minister. and two com-

modious halls accommodate the pleasura
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huntine public. The State school is al-
ways an Indicator of place and people,
and one has only to observe the scores
of bright, clean, well-dressed children to
base a correct opinicn of the character
of the parents. The children of Kaihu,
pakeha and Maori, are a bommy lot, and
it is a pleasure to observe them troop-
ing 1nto the school grounds. There is
one Iinstitution in Kaithu which, at its
inception, caused a wave of exctement
amongst a large section of the popula-
tion, and that is the Opanaki hotel.
When those interested 1n the matter
first conceived tihe idea of having a
publicans’ license transferred from Hoki-
anca 1o Wailroa. the trouble began, and
1t was not confined to the distrniet re-
sponsible for the disturbanee. Puble
meefings were bheld in Aupckiand and
elsawhere to protest against the move-
mernst, the assistmnee of our legislators
was invoked 1o veito the proposal, and
for a time a batile royal ensued be-
tween the temperance and the brewer
sections. with the result that Kaihu has
a commodious and well-appointed hostel
ry which is dominated not only by a
licensing bench, but by the native own-
ers of the property, who at any time
may issue a prohibitory mandate agamst
any Maor1 being supphed with hguor.
The svstem has worked admirably, and
I am told that natives seldom visit the
hoteil.
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At the upper portion of the township
is Trownson’s sawmill, which gives per-
manent employment to a large stafi.
Here are also the booms, where the
logs floated down from the upper bushes
are arrested and loaded on railway
trucks for Dargaville. This also is the
point where the Kaihu waters, dammed
bacek by the mass of logs at the booms,
on two occasions broke through the
mill property and aetually diverted the
whole large stream from its ordinary
course into the township, wrecking mill,
residences, bridges, and line, and entail-
ing a severe loss upon those adjudged
responsible for the damage. Such an
occurrence 1s unlikely to happen agam,
as the waterway is kept free and the

creek banks have been piled at great
cost.




~ 161~

ALIENS IN THE NORTH
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LOYALTY ESTABLISHE|

EMPHATIC REPORT OF TH
COHMISSICN.

NO PRCOTY OF ALLEGATIONS,

NO DANGER TO COMMUNITY

IPARATION NOT REQUIRED

The report of the Commission appointe
to mquire mto the alien problem in tl
North of Ayekland has been issued t
the AMinister of Justice, The Commi
sioners were Messrs. Georege Flliot ar
J. W. Poynton. The following is tl
text of their report:—

The Hon. the Minmister of Justiee,
Wellineoion.

Sir—.J\s requested hy vour referen
o us, dated the 13th July last, he ha
enquired into the guestions:

1. W hiether the existence of large bodi
of Avstrian sabjeets in the North Auce
iand divtriet 1s attended with any dong
to the community. 2. Whether putl
feeling on the question is sueh as to mal
it desirzble in the interests of the cor
mumty, or of the aliens themselves, th;
steps should be taken to segregate
intern some or all of them? 3. Wheth
such segregation or internment is like
to producce any serions disturbance of e
ieting business conditions in the distric
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isting business conditions in the distric
to and from which the aliens may be r
moved? 4. Whetler the proposed inter
ment of ecnemy subjects on the Pareng
cumfield is likely to prove an effecti’
and satisfactory solution of any difficulf
that may exist? 5. What other, or alte
native steps, if any, should be taken
deal with the situation. And have no
the honour to report as follows:—
ITINERARY.

We wisited the following places:-
Dargaville. Kaihu, Whangarei, Kaikeh
Awanui, Kaitaia, Eaimaumau, Houhor
and Te Hapua. besides taking evidence
Auckland on four diiferent dates.

Altogether we examined 125 witnesse
and perused many documents and mu
literature on the gquestions submitted -
us. The inquiry was open to the publi
and 1ts sittings advertised in the Auc
land, Dargaville, and \Whangarei new
papers.  All persons were invited to o
ovidence on the matiers under consider
tion. Taking tEm questions seriatim-—

\D DANGER.

We are decidedly of the opinion th:
the existence of large bhodies of Austriz
subjects 1n the North Auckland distri
is mot attended with any danger to tl
communitr.

PTHNOLOGICAL POSITION.

We base onr conclusions on the follo
ing proved facts-—

MAdilhough Austrian subjects, political
the vast majority of those in XNori
Auckland are Dalmatians. Not one p
cent. of them are either Hunganan
Teuton in blood, A%e were able to loca
only feur nomn-Slav  Austrizns, o
a Roman Catholic priest, another

naturalised British subject working ¢

T.n].w:rr works, and two others whﬂ
prescut posiiion is uncertain.

POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS OF SLAV
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POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS OF SLAV
It is well known that the Southe
Slavonic suhjeets of Austria are desiro
i Dbreakizg away from the rule of tl
Teutonic and Magyar races that domi
ate the varied roces of that Empire. Tl
German and Hungarian races separs
the MNertherr frem the Southern Slav
The Scathern Slavs, of which the Da
matians are amongst the most progre
give, pitterly resent this Magyar-Teuton
domination, and have long dreamt of, ar
worked fur, 4 un:ted South Slav eo;
federation; an independent uation, con
prising the Dalmatians, Croatians, Serb
Herzegovinians, Bosnians. and Mont
negrins.  Such a nation would be unds
the protection of Russia.. This aspir;
tion, which is very ardent amongst tt
Southern Slavs, is. of course, utterly i
compatible with the future of the Au
trian Empire as planned by the Germar
and Hungarians who rule it. They loc
to the absorption of the Slavs in tt
Hungarian and German eclements. A
independent Slav nation, which wou
prevent the boundaries of the Empire &
tending to the Aegean, would be intole
able to its ruling races. These confiictic
forces were lWwound, soomer or later, 1
produce friction, and the attack by Au
tria on Servia two years ago was reall
due to a desire to prevent the dream «
the Southern Siavs from being realise:
This unjust war, commenced by Austri
against a small, brave Slav natio
aroused in the Dalmatians in New Ze:
land the deepest indignation. In Aucl
land a meeting of them was held durin
the last days of July, 1914, when
was regolved to show their resentment b
burning the Austrian flag before th
Austro-Hungarian consulate in that cit;
This was done. About 200 Dalmatian
were present. All who could be speedil
collected were there. A collection wa
slarted to aid the Servians, and larg
sums of money were given to it, on
Auckland resident eiving £100.
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Anckland resident giving £100,

During our investigations some of th
witnesses opposed to these Dalmatian
asseried that they have called themselve
Dalmatiane only since the war betwee
Britain and Austria; before that the
were glad to be known as Aunstrians
That statement is not correct. At th
time of their emphatic protest againg
the war on Servia, Britain and Austri
were on terms of complete amity. Wa
was not declared hetween these twn
countries until cbout a fortnight afte
this flag-burning incident. A great dea
of evidence was given to us about thea
men flying the Austrian flag at thei
camps. We are satisfied that the flag
they have flown for years past was th
South Slav, Servian, or Slavonian flag
as it is variously called by them—a flag
they dare not exhibit in their own coun
iry.

As a proof of this, it may be pointec
out that when, in July, 1914, they re
solved to show their ingignation agains
Austria for attacking Servia by burning
the Imperial flag, there was not an Aus
trian {lag amongst them. The only wa)
they could carry out their intention was
to get one made, which they did. The
flag burned was made in Auckland t«

their order. As soon as it was com-
pleted the hostile demonstration took
place.

In a paper, “Zora” (“The Dawn”),
pricted in Auckland in the Croatian and
Inglish langunages, we find these words
in the issue of December 6th, 1013, eight
months before the present war started.
After piving an extract from the “Con-
temporary Heview” of an article by Mr.
R. W. Beton-Watson, entitled *“New
Phaees of the Balkan Question,” the
paper said:—“We have copied this to
give English people in New Zealand an
insight into our home position. “That
wo are not Austrians, bet Slave-Croats,
deviring to have cor vwn autonomyy, ia
dependent of A}mf:ilrﬂuguj', lixe our

ez in Sorvia,
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. order, therefore, to understand thi

* | peculiar position of these people in New
Zealand, it must be clearly realised tha:
they differ entirely in blood, language
and political aspiratiops from their op
pressors, the Magyars and Germans, witl
whom we are unhappily now at war
They desire above all things as a people
or community to seec Austria humblec
.| by their Slav relatives, the Russians:
«fand whatever may be their feeling to
vards the British people, that desirc
must ensure us against any hostile ae
tions on their part wlile we are fighting
with Russia as our redoubtable ally:

We have arrvived at the conclusions
above stated, not on consideration of the
rast actions and the sworn evidence ol
these men orly, but alse on a study of
all the nIiterature we could obtain for
perusal on the subject of the Southern
Slavs, particularly on the sentiments
shown by the periodical literature cireu
lating amongst them, much of it in Eng.
lish; and on the following standard
works —*The Siav  Natiens” (8, P
Tacre), "The Southern Slav Question™
(Dr. Seton-Watson), “The War and the
Balkans™ (Noel Buxton, M.P., and
Charles Roden Buxton).

PROOFS OF THEIR LOYALTY TO US,

As evidence of thewr sympathy with the
cause of the Alhes, vwe mention thesc
facts:—

1. They have freelv offered for serviee,
»| Captain Bellamy. of Dargaville, stated
vjon oath that he could raise a regiment
| of several hundreds of them, and he had
such confidence 1 them that he would
lead tkem himself  Dr. Power, of 1Tou-
hora, who examines reeruits, said many
of them were eager to gb, hut on grtting
. ustructions that they could not be talken,
t he asked them not to come up for exam-
{ination. e thought fully ope-half of
them would be willing to go. Many of
them are actually ou serviee, and somc
have been killed fighting with our boys.

-} 2. They have subscribed most freely

———

PR
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V2. They have subscribed most freely
to patriotic funds. Their opponents say
this is done for selfish reasons, to throw
dust in our eves; but it must be remem.
bered that they liberally gave then
money to help Servia against Austria be
fore Britamm entered the present confliet,
or had any intention of doing so.

3. We have dilizently sought for evi.
dence of amy disloval act or words
amongst them, but failed #o find any.

ANO FOUNDATION FOR REFPORTS OF
ARMING. ETC.

The statements widely circulated, that
they were armed and drilling and men-
acing settlers, were conclusively proved
to be utterly baseless.  We wisited the
places where these occurrences were re
ported to have taken place, and searched
out the witnesses who were supposed te
be able to give evidence of disloyal acts
aor words. In everv case there was no
thing whatever to support the alarming
reports.  As examples: A riot was sup
posed to have taken place in Dargaville
as a result of racial feeling, and some
fenred a repeistion. The facts discovered
by us were these:—An inoffensive Ser
vian boardinghouse-keeper wes sitting io
his house fondling his little child. A
number of British and Maoris under the
influence of drink rushed in and asked
him what he and his countrymen would
do to their people when they (his ques
tioners) had gone to the AVar. Without
provocation they then assaulted him.
striking him over the head with a bottle
and wounding him severely. They were
{ prosecuted by the police and fined £1¢
each., Iirearms were alleged to have
been uged in Dargaville, but the only may
who came forward to give evidence
against them admitted that the only casc
where he had known of their use was
where an Austrian had committed suicide
by shooting himself. His grievanee
aguinst them was not that they were
arming or drilling, but that they some-
times tendered for contracts at a lower
figure that he did. We wisited Kaihu,

®
s
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times tendered for contracts at a lower
figure that he did. We svisited Kaihu,
where a meeting had been held urging the
Government to take action about the re-
ported acts of dislovalty, but although
we summoned those who took part in
organising the meeting and moving and
seconding the resolutions, we completely
farled to find any proof of the allegations
'| made at that meeting. Ondeed, the agser.
‘| tions were completely disproved.  The
only particle of evidence as to arming
was that a bullet was reported to have
been fired into the wall of a whare, empty
at the time. It could not be said when
this took place, or even conjectured
whether it was fired, if at all, by a
Maori, Briton, or Austrian.

Another example of how these men are
misrepresented was furmished by a wit-
ness in Auckland, who swore he heard
one of them (named) refuse to give a
contribution te a patriotic fund. The
evidence of the lady who asked for the
money, and & companion who was with
ber, proved that there was no refusal,
and that the man who was asked ex-
plained that he had no money on 1®m,
but he would give something later. This
he did, giving more than he was asked
for, and without being requested a sccond
time to contribute.

A still more glaring case of misrepre-
sentation is this:—A man wrote to Mr.
Poole, M.P., a letter, which was read in
the House. It cootained the following
sentences:—“Well, [ can inform vou that
every Austrian in this district still pos-
sesses firearms and a good supply of am-
munition. Quite recently T saw six of
them all in possession of Browning auto-
matic shotguns.”

On being examined, the writer knew
nothing of any arms or ammunition, and
gaid the six “Austrians” he saw had only
two guns between them—shessuns—one
of which he examined and the other he
did not.

NO CAUSE FOR APPREHENSION.
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NO CAUSE FOR APPREHENSION.

After the most searching investigation
we feel convinced that these men possess
no arms, except some shotguns, an odd
pea rifle, with some revolvers, all of
which they willingly hand to the police
to be kept until after the war, that they
do not drill, and instead of being a men-
ace ‘0 settlers, their behaviour towards
the Rritish has been most exemplary.

We have fully stated our findings in
order to do these men justice, as well as
to lessen the apprehension throughout
the Dominion, which has been eaused by
ridiculous statements as to their hostile
intentions towards us. They are not hos-
tile, but most friendly, and are fervently!
anxious that the greatest Slav power,
our ally Russia, will, with our aid, over-
come our ememies. As succinctly put by
cne of them in his evidence: “We have
the feeling that if the Allies gain the
 victory we will gain our liberty; if they
i lose, we will never 2et our freedom.”

A REMARKABLE PETITION.
. Another and final example of how
'these men may be slandered and mis-
understood may be Fiven. A petition
was signed by 370 persons, imeluding
members of local Lodies, Justices of the
Peace, and others, who might he expected
to consider before acting 1 such a man- |
ner. We examined as many of them g
we could find, and not one of them, even
those who drew up the petition, could he!
found to justify the charges thercin made ]
againgt the Dalmatiangs. These state- |
ments included, amongst others, the as-
sertion that many of the naturahsation !
papers granted to them were obtained by '|
iraud; that the majority of them were!
trained to arms, and in the event of u|
reverse to our forces in Europe these|
“Austrians” would be a serious dapger!
to us. Various excuses, mostly u.p{lln-:
petic, were given by those who signed the
petition for having done so. None of the
allegations were supported by anv evi-,

ience. The mAn who originated the'
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2 Jpﬂﬁi‘inn said he merely wanted the gnm
v fields to be reserved for the British born
t ,'We found that not 10 per cent. of thes
,{ Dalmatians have done military service
- | the great majority of them had left thei
1: country when youths, and many for th
| express purpose of evading military ser
vice In the Austro-Hungarian army o
navy. '
; NECESSITY FOR BRITISH-SLAV
OFFICIALS.

Although we are certain that no dan
“tger whatever exists to the communit
i from the presence of these aliens, th
lnvidence taken by us indicates that cer
| tain things should be done in order U
.| re-assure nervous persons, and to bring
‘i about a better understanding between vl
two peoples. In view of the increase
friendship that must 1esult Letween th
British and Slaw peopic throughout thy
world on the termination of the presen
war in our favour, it is desirable to pre
vent anything occurring that might leaw,
bitter memories. By some of the mom
ignorant British in the North, these Dal
matians are often subjected to insult anc
annoyance.  Although they have, up t
‘| the present time, exhibited remarkabl
seli-control under much provocation, ar
.| mnfortunate incident may at any tim
.| happen, if this offensive conduct is no
discontinued. We are certain it arise
out of ignorance as to the real position
To the man who has not the knowledge t
the contrary, these men are ““Austrians
subjects of the enemy we are fighting
taking the gum away which our boys wil
wint when they return, hostile to us, anc
waiting an opportunity to treat us a:
the Germans have treated the Belginns
or the Austrians the Servians.”

1t is desirable in the interests of bott
races thaut these wrong and unjust sus
prcions should be removed. At presen:
there 1s no nexus or organie relation be
tween the two peoples by which a bette
knowledge of their respective feeling:
can be brought about. Many of thes
Slavs are of high intelligence and charuc
ter, are of undoubted loyvalty to Britain

— o
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ter, are of undoubted 10?‘&11::.? to Britain
nud have acquired remarkable fluency ir
the use of our tongue. They can be thor
ocughly trusted by the authorities,

Qur recommendation is that in consul
tation with the police atthorities ir
Auckland the leaders of the Dalmatian
should suggest the names of men o
standing in each camp or settlement o
their countrymen. Such men counld b
given a status such as a special con
stable or Justice of the Peace, with au
thority to do certain things that may be
come necessary for preventing disloyalt)
or any hostile aets. Such men coule
co-operate with the police in any warl
which may be required to control aliens
such as reporting change of residence
possession of arms, presence of spies, o
secrel enemies, ete.; also insulting  be
haviour to them by Britons.

We belicve that such committees o
officials would not often be required t
take any acrion, but their existencs
would give confidence to timid persons
and prevent a recurrence of the absurd
lying, and mischievous rumours recently
so widely prevalent,

INTERNMENT OR SEGREGATION
NOT NECESSARY.

The foregoing remarks on Clause 1 o
the reference to us will indicate whai
must be our reply to Clause 2. The
public feeling is overwhelmingly against
the internment or segregation of thes
men. We do not think it desirable
either in their own or the interests o
the Community, that all of them shoul¢
be interned. The disloyal ones amongst
them are very few, and unknown bott
to the British people and the loyal Slavs
If there should be any manifestation o
hostility by such minority, the proposec
committee could be trusted to deal with
them. The loyal Slavs havé already as
sisted the authorities in the matter o
the internment of some of their country
men whose loyalty was doubtful.

EFFECT OF INTERNMENT ON
BUSINESS,

Ae ta Manea T Af tha cafomae aa . Tod__ .
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EFFECT OF INTERNMENT ON
BUSINESS.

As to Clause 3 of the reference: Intern
ment of such a large body of steady
industrious men, practicallty all pro
ducers, would seriously atfect business
conditions in the districts to and from
which they may Le removed. In many
cases it would cause the complete ruir
of small business men, Moreover, ir
some cases, farmers have purchased land
which is under mortgage. They have
considered the gum contents of the soi’
i buying it, reckoning on the profits
to be got from these Dalmatian gum
diggers to pay their mortgagees’ interest
and enable them to improve their lands
To take these men away and so stop gum
vroduction would be a calamity to such
farmers,

The placing of a large body of them in
one locality would, of course, conversely
stimulate business activity there, assum-
ing that they would find profitable em-
ployment in such place,

PARENGARENGA SUITABLE FOR
INTERNMENT.

Although these men deeply resent the
suggestion of segregating them at Pa
rengarenga, and consider it slavery, we
are of opinion that if a considerable
number of them were hostile, it would be
an admirable place to intern them. They
would be allowed to work af their ordin.
ary oeccupation, Iwe under conditions
they arc used to, and earn at least sufli-
cient to live upon, without being an ex-
pense to the country. Anything they
earn ahove hiving expenses wounld be their
own. That would be better for both par-
tics than keeping them in idlencss.

As against the segregation of a large
number at Parengarenga, 1t should be
considered that the interests of the
Maoris would suffer.  Gum, their only
source of income, would be rapidly ex-
hausted, and their future living in com-
fort jeopardised.
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WINE LICENSES.

A great deal of feeling against these
men in the Far North is due to many of
fthem being wine growers, and the belicf
that Maori women are able to gzet,
through them, intoxicating liquors. Since
the amendments of the Licensing Act of
1914, this evil of wine selling or supplying
to natives has been reduced, but it sigl)
exists. A suggestion has been made to
us that wine growers should only be al-
lowed 1o sell their wines to hotels or
holders of wholesale licenses, over which
i there is some control. In a country with
'a sparsc population, muech of it native,
|and few police to supervise them, the
‘risk of these men being detected in illegal
selling is slight. We believe that the
Slav Committee suggested by us would
materially aid by preventing abuse of
this trade. The Dalmatians, as a body,
are very anxious to retain the good
opinion of their British hosts, and many
of them would prefer to see wine-making
suppressed rather than that its continu-
ance, although profitable 40 some of them,
should cause a feeling of bitterness
against them as a class. \Where young
and wvigorous men, attractive voung
women, free from conventional social
restrainis, and abundance of intoxicating
liquors are found together, debauchery
will certainly result amongst any race
or races. We suggest for consideration
a more rigid control of the sale or sup-
ply of wine where a considerable native
population ex;sts,

CERTIFICATE OF CHARACTER AND
LOYALTY., |

We recommend that provision he made
for the 1ssue to those Dalmatians who
desere it, without any charge, of certifi-
cates setting forth that their cases have
been investigated, and they are loyal to,
or in sympathy with, Britain and her |
Allies.  These certificates ehould be )
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Ilﬂigned by a Stipendiary Magistrate, and
‘sealed with the Magistrate’s Court seal.
. We have found several cases where men
"enthusiastically loyal to us have, mmply
 because they were “Austrians” been in-
sulted or refused employment, The pro-
duction of such certificates would at ance
 have allayed this suspicion felt sgaimst
them.

Ope case was particularly unfortunate.
A young man who left Dalmatia to evade
military or naval service, had twice of-
fered hig services in our Ex itionary
| Forces,  He declared with evident sin-
|cerit}' that he would rather kill himself
than serve Austria. Yet he was turned
away more than once with insult when
sceking work. As long as they are on
the gumfields, such certificates wounld not
be of much use to them (although they
should receive such if they are eligibie
) and apply for them), but if it is intended
| to force them to seek other employment,
documentary proof of their sympathices
with us will be necessary. It may be
said tha tthe issue of these dociments
will involve too much trouble to officials,
but the unique position of the Dalma-
tians in our midst, their proved loyalty
and earnest wish to remain on good terms
with us, surely deserve recogmition. |

RESERVATION OF GUMFIELDS FOR!
BRITISE-BORN.

We find in many places a strong foel- |
| ing that all our gumfields still remaining |

We find in many places a strong foel- |
ing that all our gumfields still remaining |
should be reserved for the British-born |
subjects of His Majesty, and no fresh
licenses should be issued to any aliens,
friendly or otherwise. There arc many |
objections to such a course. Why, it may
be asked, should not the same restrictions |
apply to pold-mining, timber-getting, or
the expioitution of any other of our)
natural resources, even farming the land'

| or developing our figheries? DBut the gum

deposits are different from most others in
the Dominion, or, indeed, any other coun-
try. In other pursuits there is not the
same eXistence of a large class of
foreigmers; no capital, or very little, is
required in getting the article, and old
men can obtain a living by gum-digging
when too feeble to do any very hard
work.

The reservation of the gumficlds for

British people being & matter of policy.

‘und outside the scope of an inguiry, we
'lesitate to make any recommendatrone

thereon; but we are convinced that any-
feeling of hostility now existing against.
the aliens in the North Auckland would
be considerably lessencd if it were known.
that no fresh aliens would be permitted
to dig for pum on Crown lamds in New
Zealand. Of course, any rights gequired.
by aliens already on the pumfields should
be scrupnloysly respected. The prohibi-
tton should only apply to any more aliens,
of any kind starting digging.
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CRH[L\TALI'I"I OF DALMATIANS.

As bearing on the question of the prol,
ability of these aliens giving trouble, and
the statements made that they were men-
pcing gettlers, we inquired into their
charucter ag a class, as indicated by the
criminal statisties of our courts. Amongst
eriminolagists of all nations, British com-
munities are credited with being com-
paratively free from erime, and amongst
British States New Zealand holds a fine
position in this respect, being, with one
lexception, the most crime-frec of the
, various countrics inhabited by the British
jraces. It 18, therefore, an extraordinary
thing to find amongst us 2 large com-
munity of alicns of an entirely different
| race so well behaved as these Dalmatians
are. An analysis of the statistices fur-
nished by the Superintendent of Police
at Auckland, which we attach herets aa
an appendix, brings out this feature
clearly,

In justice to these Slavs, the fact of
their splendid conduct should be made
widely known. That they arc better be-
haved than the best of the British com-
munities, is & striking testimony in their
favour as sojourners or citizens.

SCMMARY AND RECOMMENDA.-
TIONE,

| crmir s aaem o ren

o

SL'M‘»L&RY AND RECOHMEKD-{
TIONS,

As a result of our enquiries, which|
were very exhaustive, we find on the
issues submitted to us:—

1. The prescnce of Dalmatians in large
numberg in North Auckland is not at-
tended with any danger to the com-
munity.

2. Public feeling, or the interests of
the alicns or the community, do not re-
quire their internment or segregation.

J. Such internment or segregation, if
carried out with respect to large num-

‘bers of aliens now in North Auckland,

would seriously disturb business condi-
tions.

4. Parengarenga would be a suitahle
place for internment or segregation if

'such were necessarty,

5. As to the steps that should be taken
to deal with the situation, we recom-

'mend . —

(a) That the undoubted loyalty to the
Allies in the present war, almost univer-
sally feit by these Dalmatians, should be
made widely known, cither by the print.
tng and circulation of this report, or in
some other way. It is not fair to them
that they should be wrongly suspected of
n want of sympathy with us in our pre-
sent trial.




~ 175~

(b) That an official proncuncement
should be made that there is no reason
whatever to fear any acts of hostility
from them. This should he done to
counteract the feeling of disquietude ex-
ctted by the wild #nd reckless statements
made about them having arms, drilling
under German officers, and so on.

{¢) That committees or individuals
[om amongst them be appointed with an
official status as above explained.

(d) That the question of refusing to
renew wine licenses in districts where
there 15 o native population be consid-
ered by the Gevernment,

(e} That certificates of character and
loyalty be issued to deserving Dalma-
tians.

(f) Earnest consideration should be
wiven to the desire of many of our people
that licenses to dig gum on Crown lands
should not in future be issued to any
fresh aliens arriving in this colony, whe-
ther naturalised o: not, but that such
lands be kept for Britigh-born,

"We retuin your reference and all
other papers sent to us therewith,

We have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your cbedient servants,
J. W. POYNTON ) gl
GEORGE KLLIoT | Ccmmissioners.
21st August, 1016,

-

APPENDIX.

Compurative table showing erimipality
of the Dalmatian population of Narth
Auckland compured with offences copr
twytted by Br:teah and Maoris for a peried
of Lve years to Augze, 1916,

folice Mences by By British
District. Dalmatians  and Maori,
Avondsle . 2 75
Durgaville |, i 033
Helensville ., 4 204
hereking ., 1 68
Hikurangi .. — 205
Houhora .. 2 100
H;L’ikUhE . 16 427
haitaia ., ] ‘153
Rawakawa | — 207
Maungaiuroto 19 260
Mangonui 4 alih
Ruwene ., 3 200 |
Rugsel .. - 9 |
Waipu .. 3 23 |
Warkworth — 20
Wellsford .. ~ 24
Fhangarel 4 1,054
Whangaros .. 1 89

1 8 |
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The total population, British, Maoris,
sird Dalmatians and others of the above
districts would be not less than 60,000.
Of this number not more than 1,800
wotdd be Dalmatisns, the great m-l-]ﬂl‘lt}'
of them being adult males. Allowing one-
third of the nom-Dalmatian inhabitants
of North Auckland to be adult males, it
will be seen that there are roughly 12
British and Maori adult males to one
Dalmatian.

Therefore, if the Dalmatian element in
North Auckland were as prone to commit
breaches of the law as those whom they
live amongst, there would be a mnch
greater number of offences recorded
against them than is shown by these
returns.

Comparing their conduct in this re-
spect with that of our people, it can be
scen that they are mmuch more law-
abiding than the rest of the population.

Taking the amount of crime per head
(or for 1,000 or any other number} of
each d:.ss, it is found that they commit
only about one-half of the number of
crimes that our people do.

Most of these offences are for breaches
of ithe Kauri Gum Industry Act. They

arc a class remarkably free from serious
offences.

e




~177 ~




