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Above: Andrew and Ellen Ridling and family of New Zealand  
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INTRODUCTION…  

  

Leaving school at the age of fourteen was illegal in New Zealand during the mid-

20th century, and yet I took this path as I found school irksome and was 

determined to go farming. As a result, my grammar and spelling has not always 

been 100 per cent. However, this lack of schooling has not been a major 

handicap with the different professions I chose throughout my lifetime. After 

my webpage has received 20,000 views without one comment about my many 

spelling and grammar mistakes, I have decided that it is information people 

require and not always immaculate presentation.  

Despite having chosen my own path in life, I have always been acutely aware 

that I was not properly educated. I felt that being unable to write “proper like” 

indicated a very poor background and the probability that one would never 

achieve in life.  

However, during the 19th century, it was readily accepted that being able to read 

and write was considered a middle- and upper-class privilege and if you were 

poor you would always be poor and wouldn’t get on in life because of your 

unfortunate status and lack of formal education. This was the status that most of 

my ‘Mold’ family were living in, in Northamptonshire from before the year 

1500 through to late 1800s, when one branch, my branch, moved to New 

Zealand. This was the same for one branch of the Redland/Ridling family. Most 

were unable to read or write. However, this deficiency did not hold them back, 

with many of the descendants of these families carving successful and fulfilling 

lives for themselves and their families in their new homeland.     

The foresight of both the above Mold and Redland families to migrate to New 

Zealand in the mid-19th century was both intelligent and smart. Their natural 

instincts to survive, providing a roof over their heads and daily food in their 

bellies, meant that they were willing to take very brave risks for the sake of their 

families. They sailed out, for months at a time, to the unknown. This was not 

the action of thoughtless or stupid people. In fact, those uneducated people were 

the cornerstones of why this country is so great today.   

Going forward, the compiler will show that the Redland/Ridling families 

originally lived on the Islands of Shetland in the northern seas of Scotland. 

There is no doubt that their DNA carries bloodlines from the Vikings, but, being 

islanders, they would have also been introduced to other seafaring cultures. 
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Fishing and farming would have been the mainstay of survival and a clue as to 

why they transported so well to New Zealand. This will be shown in the 

occupations of the Redland/Ridling families as we progress through their story 

in this journal.  

 

As mentioned above, the grammar and English will not be perfect, but a true 

and honest attempt of the message will be portrayed. 

  

 

 

By the compiler of this journal; Roger Mold. The year 2020. 

www.kaihuvalleyhistory.com 

e-mail; rangerrodge@gmail.com  
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HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE 

ISLANDS OF SHETLAND  

 

Skeld, Parish Sandsting, Shetland Islands, Scotland, is historically, the 

homeland Village and Parish for the Ridland/Ridling family.  

 
See Parish nine on the following Parish map of the Shetlands… 
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Family knowledge unchanged by compiler: 

Some may be conjecture… 

Malcolm Ridling’s grandfather, Robert 

Ridland’s origins lay in the Shetland Islands 

and possibly back to Norway. Robert was the 

son of a Ninion Ridland, a sixth generation 

Shetland Islander who was born in Sandstring 

in the Shetland Islands. His date of birth at 

this stage is unknown but it is known that he 

lived until an old age and had several 

children. The name Ridland was of Viking 

origin.  

 

/// 
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Above: Deserted croft house at Cott, Weisdale, Shetlands 

 

 
1Sandsting and Aithsting, are old Parishes, in the county of Shetland, 12 miles 

(W. N. W.) from Lerwick; containing the islands of Little Papa and Vementry. 

These ancient parishes, now united, are said to derive their names respectively 

from two necks of land called ‘Ting or Taing’ on which courts of justice were 

formerly held; the one situated near Sand, and originating the name of Sand's-

ting; and the other near Aith, giving the name of Aith's-ting. The church was 

built in 1780, and re-seated in 1824, and contains sittings for 437 persons. 

Previously to its erection there was a church in each of the two districts; and the 

present edifice was raised in a central situation, for the more regular performance 

of divine service; but it is found inconvenient for general attendance, many of the 

inhabitants being separated by a marshy tract seven miles across, and others by 

two arms of the sea. However now, there are separate meeting houses for the 

‘Independents’, and the ‘Wesleyans’.  

 

 

 
1 https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sandsting_%26_Aithsting,_Shetland,_Scotland_Genealogy 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sandsting_%26_Aithsting,_Shetland,_Scotland_Genealogy
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Skeld, (Old Norse: Skjolðr, Shield or shelter) is a village on the south side of 

the West Shetland Mainland, Scotland. The main village is also referred to 

as ‘Easter Skeld’, while the western end of the settlement, about a mile away, is 

known as ‘Wester Skeld’. The council housing estate in Skeld is called 

Grindybrecks.  

 

 
 

Harbour at Skeld 

 

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mainland,_Shetland
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THE PICTS  

 
MEET THE PICTS: THE ANCIENT BLUE WILDMEN WHO PROTECTED SCOTLAND 

FROM THE ROMAN EMPIRE 2 
 

By Mark Oliver 

Published March 25, 2019 

Updated June 24, 2020 

 

 

(Much of what we know about the Picts comes from the Romans, who 

praised the military prowess of these ancient Scots…) 
 
 

Below: Wikimedia Commons: A depiction of a Pict warrior, painted as described in Roman history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 https://allthatsinteresting.com/picts 

https://allthatsinteresting.com/picts
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Some 2,000 years ago, Scotland was home to a group of people known as the 

Picts. To the Romans who controlled much of Britain at the time, they were but 

mere savages, men who fought completely naked, armed with little more than a 

spear. But the Picts were fearsome warriors. 

Every time the Roman Empire tried to move into their territory, the Picts 

successfully fought back. The Roman legions were the greatest military force the 

world had ever seen and the only people they couldn’t conquer were this wild 

clan. 

Yet despite their formidable warrior culture, the Picts mysteriously vanished 

during the 10th century. The wild men the Romans could not conquer faded away 

and barely left behind a trace of their existence. Today, historians still struggle 

to piece together a glimpse into who the Picts were and what happened to their 

mighty culture. 

 
PICTS: “THE PAINTED PEOPLE” 

 

 

 
 

Above: By Jacques Le Moyne de Morgues/Wikimedia Commons: 

A Pict woman drawn covered in flower tattoos 
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The ‘Picts’ were so named by the Romans who observed and recorded them, but 

as was the case with many ancient peoples, the Picts did not refer to themselves 

that way. “Pict” is believed to be a derivation of “The Painted,” or “Tattooed 

People,” which described the blue tattoos with which the Picts covered their 

bodies. 

Julius Caesar himself was fascinated by the culture. Upon meeting them in 

battle, he recorded that they “dye themselves with woad, which produces a blue 

colour, and makes their appearance in battle more terrible. They wear long hair 

and shave every part of the body save the head and the upper lip.” 

According to other Roman sources, the only clothing the Picts wore were iron 

chains around their waists and throats. Iron was considered to them a sign of 

wealth and a material more valuable than gold. In addition, iron also served a 

practical use, the Picts could use these chains to carry swords, shields, and 

spears. 

Their bodies were otherwise adorned head to toe with coloured tattoos, designs, 

and drawings of animals. Indeed, these designs were so intricate and beautiful 

that the Romans believed the reason the Picts didn’t wear clothes was to show 

them off. 

 
Below: Wikimedia Commons: A Pict stone tells of a battle scene,  

presumably the Battle of Nechtansmere of 685 A.D… 
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When the Romans invaded Britain, they were accustomed to winning. They had 

conquered every powerful civilization they made contact with and destroyed any 

armed opposition with a flash of armour and steel that knew no equal. But they 

had never faced an enemy like the Picts. 

The Romans expected another easy victory against the Picts, a primarily land-

based people, going into their first battle. Indeed, the Picts retreated nearly as 

soon as they’d started fighting, and the Romans declared: “Our troops proved 

their superiority.” 

But the victory proved to be an illusion. While the Romans were setting up camp, 

the Picts returned pouring out of the woods and seemingly out of thin air. They 

caught the Romans completely unaware and massacred them. 

 
AN UNDEFEATABLE OPPONENT 

 

 
 

Above: Wikimedia Commons: A Pict rider drinking on horseback 
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Time and time again, the Picts would lure the Romans into a false sense of 

security before striking when their guard was down. For instance, they would 

often charge the Romans on horseback and immediately retreat, luring the 

Roman cavalry away from their infantry. Then, a second squad of Picts would 

leap out of the woods and slaughter any Romans that had been foolish enough to 

give chase. 

“Our infantry,” Julius Caesar wrote, “were but poorly fitted for an enemy of this 

kind.” Indeed, when the Romans took over a Pict village, the clans would move 

on to another one and prepare to strike back. Much like Napoleon could not pin 

down the enemy and force them to fight on his terms during his invasion of 

Russia, the Picts continuously frustrated the seemingly superior Roman forces by 

their refusal to fight in the Roman way. 

The Picts were faster, knew the land better, and had they more to fight for. By 

Roman counts, some 10,000 Picts died fighting against their forces — but 

Scotland never fell to them. 

 

 

 
 

Above: Wikimedia Commons:  A depiction of a Pict from a 19th-century history book 
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This story, though, is one told by an invading force. It’s a Roman version of the 

Picts, which is likely far from the whole truth. 

It’s hard to say what life among the Picts was really like. Little Pict writing has 

survived to this day. The only hints we have come from a scattered handful of 

relics uncovered in British archaeological digs. 

What we’ve found, though, bears little resemblance to the Roman version of the 

story. The Picts, historians believe, weren’t a particularly warlike people. Except 

for a few cattle raids between neighbouring tribes, they lived in relative peace 

only taking up arms when the Romans forced them to defend their homes. 

There is little proof even that they really fought naked.  

Most of what archaeologists have discovered about the Picts comes from the 5th 

century or later, but by then, at least, the culture had taken to using linen, wool, 

and silk. They drew themselves dressed in tunics and coats in pictures. 

The Picts seem to have been farmers and were a peaceful people who focused 

their faith on nature. They believed a goddess had walked through their lands and 

that every place where her foot had landed was sacred. Their fierce commitment 

to their ancestral land is likely what motivated them to become fearsome 

protectors of it and a dangerous enemy to the Romans. 

 
CHRISTIANIZATION AND DISSAPEARANCE 

 
 

 
 

 

Left; William Hole/Wikimedia 

Commons: Saint Columba 

converting the Picts to 

Christianity 
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In the end, it wasn’t the drums of war that toppled the Picts: it was the cross. In 

397 AD, Christian missionaries started moving into the Picts’ territory and 

spread the message of Jesus Christ. One of the most successful individuals in 

converting the Picts was Saint Columba, who famously won over the clans by 

banishing a monster they thought dwelled in the River Ness – a story that’s 

believed to be the basis for the legend of the Loch Ness Monster. 

By this point, Pict culture began to change. More and more, they became 

influenced by their Gaelic neighbours and started to imitate their language and 

beliefs. 

The last Pict kings died in 843 A.D — killed, depending on who you believe, by 

either the Vikings or the Scots. Then, the King of the Scots, Cinaed Mac Alpin or 

Kenneth MacAlpin, crowned himself as their ruler and formally united the Picts 

with the Scots. 

At the same time, Scotland was threatened by ongoing Viking raids. 

The remaining Picts had no choice but to fight side-by-side with the Scots to 

defend their ancestral land. By the 10th century, their Kingdom was wholly 

transformed into the Kingdom of Alba, and their own language was replaced by 

Gaelic. The last traces of a distinct Pict culture were lost. 

Fortunately, small hints about who these people were are continuing to be 

uncovered in today’s world. A handprint on a stone here, a symbol on a wall 

there; every new artefact uncovers a little more of what life was like for 

“Europe’s Lost People,” the ancient tribe that once struck fear into the heart of 

the mighty Roman legions. 
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VIKING INFLUENCE  

 

DISCOVER THE ANCIENT SECRETS OF SHETLAND 
3 

 
by Val Turner and Chris Dyer…4 

 

The archaeology of Shetland stretches back for approximately 6000 years. 

Throughout the islands there are clues in the landscape to the challenges and 

resources that shaped the lives of past inhabitants. From a national perspective, it 

is arguably the most exciting place in Britain for discovering and interpreting the 

past. Prehistoric field systems, Bronze Age burnt mounds, Iron Age brochs, 
(A broch ( /ˈbrɒx/) is an Iron Age drystone hollow-walled structure found in Scotland.)  

Pict wheelhouses, Viking and Norse longhouses and post-medieval fortifications 

all serve to offer a rich tapestry of well-preserved and visible human settlement. 

 

The earliest date for archaeological remains in Shetland is approximately 

4000BC and is a radiocarbon date from a midden exposed at West Voe, 

Sumburgh, where the sea is gradually eroding the coastline. At this time, the 

early Neolithic (New Stone Age, when people first began farming) Shetland was 

lightly wooded and the climate was rather warmer than it is today. This made 

agriculture easier. So far, this is the earliest known settlement site. The first 

houses may well have been flimsy structures which were little more than animal 

skin tents supported by frames of wood or even whalebones, and there is 

evidence for wooden buildings from the excavations at the Scord of Brouster. 

This type of building would be more difficult to find than evidence of the more 

familiar, stone built, houses. 

 

Shetland's first farmers used stone tools and, in time, began to use stone for the 

walls of their homes. It was a readily available and less finite building material 

with which to construct settlements and field systems. The low intensity of land 

use over the proceeding millennia means that even today the visitor can discover 

spectacular examples of these farms throughout Shetland. 

 

 
3 https://www.shetland.org/60n/blogs/posts/discover-ancient-secrets 

4 For more information concerning forthcoming events and fieldwork, contact Shetland Archaeologist 

Val Turner at Shetland Amenity Trust (email: val@shetlandamenity.org). 
 

https://www.shetland.org/60n/blogs/posts/discover-ancient-secrets
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The earliest evidence for Neolithic death and burial in Shetland comprises stone 

cists, boxes formed from slabs on end, as well as the more prevalent heel-shaped 

chambered cairns which were located in prominent locations such as hilltops or 

knolls which had a good view. The ancestors would have been able to keep 

watch on the happenings in the houses and villages below. Shetland's best 

example of a chambered cairn is to be found on the island of Vementry. There 

are other good examples at Punds Water and Islesburgh. Scotland's highest 

chambered cairn is on the summit of Ronas Hill, although it has been built onto 

more recently. 

 

The period between 1800 and 600 BC is traditionally known as the Bronze Age 

in Shetland, although there is little evidence for any bronze working in the 

islands until towards the end of this era. Indeed, arguably the most dramatic 

change to take place during this time was a deterioration of the climate. As the 

ground became exhausted by agriculture, so the peat and blanket bog spread. At 

the same time the sea level rose: the population was effectively being pressurised 

from above and below. 

Shetland's Bronze Age is represented by over 300 burnt mounds. These 

monuments survive as crescent-shaped mounds of fist-sized, burnt, shattered 

stone, with a pit, often lined with flat stone slabs, situated between the two 

“horns” of the crescent. The stones are shattered because they have been 

subjected to dramatic temperature changes, the result of being heated in a fire 

and immediately placed in contact with cold water. 

 

Burnt mounds may have been cooking sites although, as experiments have 

shown, this is not very efficient. Alternative explanations include tanning or 

dyeing, or possibly fulling or felting. They are often found at a distance from the 

houses; perhaps the process employed was rather smelly. The largest burnt 

mound in Shetland is found in Fair Isle. At Cruester in Bressay a burnt mound, 

situated on the edge of the banks, was excavated and then moved, stone by stone, 

to be rebuilt at the Bressay Heritage Centre. 

 

The Iron Age was a turning point in Shetland's history. People began to build 

fortifications. Archaeologists are not sure why this happened; perhaps there were 

more people living in Shetland than the land could comfortably support, 

increasing the need for defence, or perhaps access to iron, and therefore weapons, 
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made life more dangerous. The majority of excavated sites from this period are 

either forts, or more are massive brochs, circular towers with inner and outer 

stone walls totalling 5m in width at ground floor level. 

 

Most brochs were situated on the coast and have good views of both the sea and 

of other brochs. Signals could have been sent between them to warn of 

approaching strangers and they would certainly have presented an imposing sight 

from the sea. Archaeologists debate the extent to which these are the houses of 

prestigious chiefs, centres of warfare or something in between. Scotland's most 

well-known, and most complete, broch, is on the island of Mousa, and survives 

to a height of 13m. 

The most significant example of a broch and adjacent village has been revealed 

at Old Scatness. Here excavations, undertaken since 1995 by the University of 

Bradford and Shetland Amenity Trust as part of a major heritage project, have 

revealed a whole Iron Age Village, centred on the broch. The earliest building on 

the site appears to be a broch. This was followed by the construction of massive 

Iron Age round houses, smaller Pict wheelhouses, and Pict cellular buildings, 

some of which were reused when the Vikings arrived. Today, Old Scatness 

Broch and Iron Age village is a prime visitor attraction, where Shetland's Iron 

Age is interpreted through guided tours, reconstruction buildings and living 

history demonstrators. 

 

By the sixth century AD, Shetland had become integrated into the mainstream of 

Pict  politics and life. Artefacts such as painted pebbles and carved symbol stones 

demonstrate a strong Pict presence in the islands. Good examples include the 

ogham script of the Lunnasting Stone, and Christian cross-slabs which include 

fine examples such as the cross slab and the Monk's Stone, both from Papil. An 

amazing collection of twenty-eight silver objects, the St Ninian's Isle Treasure 

was discovered beneath the floor of a chapel, in a larch wood box, together with 

the jawbone of a porpoise. The collection included a spectacular array of 

drinking bowls, a hanging bowl, sword fittings and penannular brooches. 

Churches were generally viewed as places of safety during times of trouble but 

presumably the people who buried it came to grief, as they never retrieved their 

treasure. 
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From the late 8th century, Shetland was subject to the turbulent impact of the 

expanding Viking world. Shetland was ideally placed to become a stepping-stone 

for North Atlantic voyages, raiding and settlement from Norway. The legacy of 

the Vikings, not only in the archaeological record, but also the cultural and 

linguistic influences, is evident in the islands today. The Viking Parliament for 

the islands was located at Law Ting Holm, Tingwall, whilst the evidence for a 

Viking village can be seen at the spectacular multi-period site at Jarlshof. 

Unst has a greater density of rural longhouse sites than anywhere else, including 

Scandinavia. 

Unst is the most northerly island in Britain, right in the heart of the Viking 

seaways. It was one of the first landfalls of the Vikings coming to Britain and it 

is rich in Viking and Norse remains. Over 30 rural longhouse sites have been 

identified so far. That means that Unst has a greater density of rural longhouse 

sites than anywhere else, including Scandinavia. 

 

Shetland Amenity Trust's “Viking Unst” project is opening up a number of these 

sites for public information and enjoyment. The first phase involved the 

excavation of three Viking Longhouses: Belmont, Hamar and Underhoull. In 

addition to year-round access to the excavated sites, a replica longhouse and 

long-ship, the Skidbladner, based on the Gokstad ship can be found at 

Brookpoint, Haroldswick, which legend has as the first footfall of the Vikings in 

Shetland. 

 

In more recent times, the Shetland was ruled by lairds, large landowners whose 

houses included castles at Scalloway and at Muness, Unst. Fort Charlotte was 

erected in Lerwick in the mid-seventeenth century during the Second Dutch War. 

Visitors to Shetland may also explore an array of twentieth century military 

remains as well as the rural crofting landscapes. 

 

Some of Shetland's archaeology is well sign posted and interpreted by 

information boards in the landscape. However, there is so much archaeology to 

be discovered that the more adventurous Islands explorer will find they literally 

stumble across it as they walk across the hills. 
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RARE ANCESTRAL VARIANT FOUND IN  

VIKING HEALTH STUDY 5 

 

(DNA analysis of selected participants from the Shetland population identified 

a rare variant in the sequence of a gene that is known to be important in the 

control of heart rhythm.) 

 

 
 

 

 

Analysis of DNA sharing around the gene variant (shown by the arrow) 

The genetic variant was found in three participants within a large family. Careful 

investigation of all the genetic data from the three related individuals allowed 

their shared DNA sequences to be described in detail. 

The shared DNA sequences were searched for in the genetic data of all 

participants in the VIKING Health Study - Shetland. This revealed two 

additional people with the same DNA sequence in the gene. 

 
5 This study was made possible by the whole genome sequencing collaboration with the Scottish 

Genomes Partnership (SGP) and has been published  in a scientific journal. The paper can be found 

below: 

An actionable KCNH2 Long QT Syndrome variant detected by sequence and haplotype analysis in a 

population research cohort 

  

https://www.scottishgenomespartnership.org/
https://www.scottishgenomespartnership.org/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-019-47436-6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-019-47436-6
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All five participants with this DNA carry the rare variant from a shared common 

ancestor, who probably lived in Shetland hundreds of years ago. GPs of these 

volunteers were told about the research findings, in line with agreed ethics, 

allowing them to advise on further testing. The additional participants must be 

distantly related, as they are not connectable within the family. Their 

identification, using modern “big data” computer technology, showcases the 

potential of this research resource for genomic medicine.   

The populations of Orkney and Shetland have several characteristics which are 

favourable for the identification of genes influencing clinical traits and disease 

potential. This project shows the value of the strong and enduring family links 

that exist in the Shetlander population. They particularly assist in the association 

of DNA variants with the detailed medical data that was collected in the 

recruitment clinics, such as blood cholesterol, eye measures and heart rhythms 

(using ECGs). 
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CULTURAL OCCASIONS  

“UP HELLY AA” 

 
FIRE, FEASTING AND FANCY DRESS 

 
 

"There will be no postponement for weather". That's a defiant boast by 

Shetland's biggest fire festival, considering it's held in mid-winter on the same 

latitude as southern Greenland. But it's true: gales, sleet and snow have never 

yet stopped the ‘Up Helly Aa’ guizers of Lerwick from burning their Viking 

galley - and then dancing the dawn away. 

‘Up Helly Aa’ is a superb spectacle, a celebration of Shetland history, and a 

triumphant demonstration of islanders' skills and spirit. This northern Mardi 

Gras, run entirely by volunteers, lasts just one day (and all the following night). 

But it takes several thousand people 364 days to organise. Much of the 

preparation is in strictest secrecy. The biggest secret of all is what the head of 

the festival, the 'Guizer Jarl', will wear and which character from the Norse 

Sagas he'll represent. 

It sounds wonderful, and it is; but if you miss the Lerwick festival, don’t worry: 

from Sumburgh in the South Mainland to Norwick in Unst, there are local 

versions of ‘Up Helly Aa’, all welcoming to visitors and each with its own unique 

identity. 
 
 

The ingredients of ‘Up Helly Aa’ go back 12 centuries and more - fire, feasting, 

fancy dress and, above all, fun. The torch-lit procession and galley burning echo 

pagan Norse rituals at the cremation of great chieftains, and religious ceremonies 

to mark the Sun's return after the winter solstice. 

Elaborate disguise was part of prehistoric fertility rites. Medieval Shetland 

guizers were called ‘skeklers’ and wore costumes of straw. The feasting and 

dancing continue saga traditions from the winter drinking halls of Viking 

warriors, while the satirical ‘Bill’ or proclamation, lampooning local worthies 

and fixed to the Lerwick Market Cross on ‘Up Helly Aa’ morning, has 

precedents in the sharp wit of the Norse skalds. 
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Above: The Jarl - Lord of Lerwick for a day and a night 

 

Lerwick’s Jarl will have been planning (and saving up for) the longest day of his 

life for 15 years or more, before he dons his raven-winged helmet, grabs axe and 

shield, and embarks on a 24-hour sleepless marathon. Along with the rest of the 

committed, volunteer crew, he’ll have spent thousands of hours planning and 

preparing each detail of ‘Up Helly Aa’ and its associated events, until his big day 

dawns. 

On the evening of ‘Up Helly Aa’ day, almost 1,000 heavily disguised men, in 

groups, known as ‘squads’, form ranks in the darkened streets of Shetland’s 

capital. Only the lead, or Jarl Squad, wears Viking dress. The rest are in 

costumes ranging from the almost sublime to the totally ridiculous. The women 

of Lerwick play a huge part in the festival - organising, hosting at the halls, 

preparing and catering, and having a wonderful time in what, for many, is the 

social highlight of the year. Dancing, seeing old friends, and enjoying the 

occasional drink in what was originally an entirely ‘dry’ festival aimed at 

encouraging abstinence. Officially, in some halls more than others, it still is! 

Many women say they have no desire to be in squads or take part in the 

https://c.shetland.org/assets/files/15814/up-helly-aa-david-gifford-09.1680x0.jpg
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procession itself though, outside of Lerwick, this is commonplace, and some 

would like the same to be true in ‘da toon’. 

Each guizer shoulders a stout fencing post, topped with paraffin-soaked sacking. 

On the stroke of 7.30pm, a signal rocket bursts over the Town Hall. The torches 

are lit, the band strikes up and the amazing, blazing procession begins, snaking 

half a mile astern of the Guizer Jarl, standing proudly at the helm of his doomed 

replica long ship, or ‘galley’. 

It takes half an hour for the Jarl's squad of Vikings to drag him to the burning 

site, through a crowd of 5,000 spectators or more. 

 

 

 

The guizers circle the dragon ship in a slow-motion Catherine Wheel of fire. 

Another rocket explodes overhead. The Jarl leaves his ship, to a crescendo of 

cheers. A bugle call sounds, and then the torches are hurled into the galley. 

As the inferno destroys four months of painstaking work by the galley builders, 

the crowd sings ‘The Norseman's Home’ - a stirring requiem that can bring tears 

to the eyes of the hardiest Viking. 

Tears of mirth are more likely as the night rolls on and more than 40 squads of 

guizers visit a dozen halls in rotation. They're all invited guests at what are still 

private parties - apart from a couple of halls where tickets are on sale to the 

general public. In tribute to the festival’s origins, in some hall’s alcohol must be 

handed in by guests on arrival and stored safely in a separate room to be accessed 

on request. 

https://c.shetland.org/assets/files/15815/up-helly-aa-david-gifford-15.1680x0.jpg
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At every hall each squad performs its 'act', perhaps a skit on local events, a dance 

display in spectacular costume, or a topical send-up of a popular TV show or pop 

group. 

Every guizer has a duty (as the ‘Up Helly Aa Song’ says) to dance with at least 

one of the ladies in the hall, before taking yet another dram, soaked up with vast 

quantities of mutton soup and bannocks. 

It's a fast and furious night - and a guizer who arrives home with a completely 

clear head before 8.30am the next morning is lucky. Not surprisingly, The day 

after ‘Up Helly Aa’ is a public holiday. Lerwick seems like a ghost town, but by 

evening the hardier merrymakers are out dancing again, this time at the ‘Guizer's 

Hop’. 

 

 

 

That's not the end of it. Throughout the rest of the winter each gang of guizers 

hold their own ‘squad dances’ for family and friends. By early autumn, there are 

the first meetings to arrange the next year's performance, while at the Galley 

Shed in St Sunniva Street the shipwrights, carpenters and their helpers start work 

on the new galley, not forgetting ‘the boys who make the torches’. 

Lerwick ‘Up Helly Aa’ may be the biggest fire festival, but it's by no means the 

only one. From the start of January until early March, the ‘country’ ‘Up Helly 

Aas’ take place throughout the isles, all of them rooted in their local communities 

and celebrating the gradual lightening of the year. In Lerwick, there's also the 

Junior ‘Up Helly Aa’ celebration, which is a mini version of the main Lerwick 

https://c.shetland.org/assets/files/15816/up-helly-aa-david-gifford-14.1680x0.jpg
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‘Up Helly Aa’. There's a junior jarl squad and a short version of the torch-lit 

street parade, featuring secondary school pupils, which takes place just before the 

main Lerwick procession. 

'From grand old Viking centuries, ‘Up Helly Aa’ has come...' That's what the 

guizers sing but in fact the festival is only just over 100 years old in its present, 

highly organised form. In the 19th century, ‘Up Helly Aa’ was often riotous. 

Special constables were called in to curb trigger-happy drunks firing guns in the 

air - and dragging a blazing tar barrel through the streets, sometimes leaving it on 

the doorstep of the year's least popular worthy burgher. Today's festival is much 

better behaved.  
 

 

 

 

 
  

https://c.shetland.org/assets/files/15817/screen_shot_2016-08-02_at_14_34_37-1.1680x0.png
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MARINERS OF THE SHETLANDS  

 

Family knowledge. Some may be conjecture… 

Robert was a mariner trading in and out of ports in north-east England, in 

particular Sunderland. Robert lived in the capital of the Shetland Islands, 

Lerwick. Robert had no formal education, was illiterate and could not spell his 

own name. He met and married the daughter of the river pilot on the River Tyne, 

Jane Scott. Jane had received an education and could read and write.  

 

/// 

NINIAN RIDLAND/RIDLIN (FISHERMAN-WHALER ALSO NAVYMAN)  
Third known generation for Ridling of New Zealand.  

 

Ninian Served on following whaling ship: 

‘North Briton’ 1822 D.31/6/10 page 180 

Source: Hay & Co. Whaling Records 

 

Also appears on the list of Sea Fencibles for 1809 for Sandsting parish, as 

Ringon/Riglon, signed with an X.  

Also, on Census return. 

Death certificate, 73/20, registered by Laurence Ridland, son. 

 
 

SEA FENCIBLES 6 

 

Shetland 

Battalion 

Facings 

— 

Major-Commandant George 

Malcolmson.[51] 

8 February 

1798 
1802 

Strength, two 

companies. 

 

The Sea Fencibles were a British naval militia, mostly volunteers, that was 

formed in 1793 to act as an anti-invasion force in coastal waters. The Sea 

Fencibles were active during the French Revolutionary Wars (1792–1802) and 

Napoleonic Wars (1803–1815). They were usually fishermen or residents along 

the coast, under the command of retired or serving naval officers. 
 

 
6 https://martellotowers.co.uk/seafencibles 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_British_fencible_regiments#cite_note-FOOTNOTEScobie1914360-70
https://martellotowers.co.uk/seafencibles


~ 27 ~ 
 
 

The earliest recorded use of the term (‘Sea Fencibles’) was in 1793, when Royal 

Navy captain Sir Home Popham organised groups of fishermen to guard against 

French vessels off the coast of Nieuwpoort, Belgium. At Popham's suggestion, 

the British Admiralty subsequently authorised the formation of co-ordinated Sea 

Fencible units along the English and Irish coasts.  

From 1804 on they were supported by a network of Martello towers. Popham's 

Sea Fencible companies consisted of merchant seamen using their own private or 

commercial vessels but operating under letters of marque that authorised them to 

capture enemy ships should the opportunity arise. The Navy provided the 

Fencibles with uniforms and weapons; it also protected them from the 

depredations of navy press gangs. 

The British Admiralty disbanded its Sea Fencible units in 1810 when it became 

clear that the threat of invasion by Bonaparte had passed. 

 

 

 
 

Above: Sir Home Popham, the originator of the 

"Sea Fencibles" concept in 1793. 

 

 

The Sea Fencibles were divided into 36 companies, with each company 

responsible for patrolling and defending a section of the coastline. Company 
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command was vested in three Royal Navy captains and up to six Lieutenants per 

district. The district captains reported in turn to the Director of Sea Fencibles, an 

admiral. 

Sea Fencible volunteers were trained in the use of arms and were required to man 

watch and signal towers, and fixed and floating batteries along the coasts and 

ports. Those who operated commercial vessels, for example, local fishermen, 

received up to four cannons per craft and training in their maintenance and use. 

The Admiralty commissioned a small number of armed vessels for use in 

districts where there was insufficient private craft to meet a Sea Fencible 

company's needs. A member of the Sea Fencibles would spend one day a week 

training. All Sea Fencibles received a certificate that exempted them from 

impressment into the Navy. The Treasury argued that the exemption from 

impressment was the principal reason smugglers joined as impressment was a 

common punishment for smuggling. 

The Sea Fencibles operated in accordance with letters of marque authorising the 

capture of French or Spanish merchant shipping and a share of the proceeds 

should the seized vessel then be sold. Their fleet consisted of small vessels such 

as colliers and coasting vessels such as hoys adapted to serve as gunboats. The 

owners were expected to pay for the fitting of slides, ring and eye bolts for the 

installation of guns, usually two forward and two aft, and in smaller craft to fit 

sweeps for use in calms. 

The Admiralty provided guns, ammunition and powder, and it required the ship 

owners to keep close and regular accounts of their use. The owners were under 

orders to co-operate with the Royal Navy, and they were entitled to payment of 

compensation, according to the size of their ships and the amount of time they 

were required. 

 

Sea Fencibles recruitment was always brisk with 23,500 volunteers in the first 

four years. Officer recruitment also proceeded swiftly, particularly among 

younger captains who lacked the seniority for an ocean-going command. By 

1803, one-third of Sea Fencibles captains were men promoted to that rank within 

the preceding twelve months. Sea Fencibles command also offered the prospect 

of relatively easy service on full pay. For this reason, it was appealed to a group 

of older captains whose Navy careers were near their natural end. The oldest 

captain, Sir Edmund Nagle, had served at sea for more than three decades before 

taking command of the Sea Fencibles at Shoreham-by-Sea in 1803. 
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Home Popham himself was appointed to head up the district between Beachy 

Head and Deal, the area considered at greatest risk of a French invasion. Another 

Sea Fencible was Francis Austen, a naval captain and future admiral who was the 

brother of the novelist Jane Austen. He was appointed to raise and organise a 

corps of Sea Fencibles to defend a strip of the Kentish coast. 7 

 

 

 
 

A Typical Sea Fencible 

 

 

 

 
7 Text courtesy of Wikipedia 
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ARCTIC WHALING AND THE SHETLANDERS 8 

 
 

What was Shetland’s role in Arctic Whaling?  From the late 1700s ships from 

places like Hull and Peterhead picked up crew from Shetland (and Orkney) in the 

spring and returned them in the autumn. The Shetland men were generally 

excellent mariners and crewed the small boats that went after the whales in the 

seas around Greenland and Spitsbergen.  They were also cheaper to employ.   

Agents in Shetland hired the men and dealt with all the financial 

arrangements.  These included the basic daily pay and the bonuses of oil 

money.  It also included selling things to the Shetland men that they would need 

for the voyage.  Items such as tea, sugar, clothing and other kit they might need. 

This was supplied against the expected wages.  In some cases, family members 

(e.g. wives or mothers) were also able to acquire items such as tea and sugar 

during the period the ship was away. These accounts were written in annual 

ledgers and for one Shetland company Hay & Co a number of these still exist. 

Museums in Lerwick and Scalloway have excellent whaling displays. The 

Shetland Archive has lots of whaling related material across the various phases 

of Shetland whaling related activity.  There are accounts and ship lists for the 

Shetland men crewing Arctic whalers from Hull and Peterhead and other British 

whaling ports.  There are descriptions and photographs of the hunting of pilot 

whales by driving them onto beaches carried out until the early 20th 

century.  Newspaper reports and other information about Shetland based 

Norwegian whaling stations from the early 20th century bring the conflicts of 

interest and protests alive, and archives including oral history recordings and 

photos of the Antarctic whaling in the mid-20th century.  There are also some of 

the most patient, and helpful archivists I have ever come across. 

A significant number of Shetland men went to the Southern Hemisphere whaling 

based in the Falklands or South Georgia on ships that hunted whales in Antarctic 

waters up until 1963.  These young men went for the money and the 

adventure.  A few seasons in the harsh and unforgiving but beautiful South 

Atlantic could generate enough money for a man to build a house or commission 

a new fishing boat when they returned to Shetland.  This injection of money into 

Shetland was an important economic driver in the 1930-60s. 

 
8 http://www.carolinehack.com/arctic-whaling-shetlanders/ 

http://www.carolinehack.com/arctic-whaling-shetlanders/
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Left: Shetland South Atlantic Whaler Memorial, 

Lerwick 

There is an understated and quietly moving 

memorial in Lerwick harbour to the Southern, 

Antarctic Whaling.  As it says on the memorial 

Erected by the Shetland ex-whalers Association in 

tribute to all the Shetlanders who, from 1905 to 

1963, worked in the Antarctic with the whaling 

fleets of Chr. Salvesen & Co. Leith. 

Through the 1930s depression and post war 

austerity, money earned at the Antarctic Whaling 

sustained many families and helped stem the flow of 

emigration from the islands till the fishing industry 

improved in the 1960s and the oil industry arrived 

in the 1970s. 

“They did business in great waters and saw the 

wonders of the deep” 
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Following photos taken at Whalers Bay Shetland Islands 
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SOME EARLY SHETLAND WHALERS 

 
Name James CHEYNE  

Born 6 Oct 

1833  

Exnaboe, Dunrossness, SHI, SCT    

Gender Male  

Census 1851  Resident at South Exnaboe, Dunrosness.  

Died 13 Nov 

1854  

At whaling    

Person ID I125234  Shetland 

Last Modified 18 Dec 2000  

Father Sinclair CHEYNE,   b. 2 Nov 1792, Scatness, Virkie, Dunrossness, SHI, SCT ,   d. 21 May 1878, Wiltrow, Dunrossness, SHI, SCT  

  (Age 85 years)  

Mother Barbara GARRIOCK,   b. 21 Jan 1793, Dunrossness, SHI, SCT ,   d. 16 Feb 1876, Exnaboe, Dunrossness, SHI, SCT   (Age 83 years)  

Married 19 Oct 

1815  

Dunrossness, SHI, SCT    

Family ID F29626  
 

Sources  1. [S11] Dunrossness OPR. 

2. [S37] Census return. 

3. [S163] Hay & Company Whaling Records, D.31/6/21 page 320. 

 

Name Robert FRASER  

Born 1828  Windyhill, Sandness, SHI, SCT   

Gender Male  

Died 26 Mar 1850  At whaling    

Person ID I55185  Shetland 

Last Modified 18 Dec 2000  

Father Campbell FRASER,   b. 1795, Bousta, Sandness, SHI, SCT ,   d. 1831, Windyhill, Sandness, SHI, SCT   (Age 36 years)  

Mother Grizel FRASER,   b. 25 Aug 1798, Walls, SHI, SCT ,   d. 21 Oct 1880, Viewfield, Sandness, SHI, SCT   (Age 82 years)  

Married 21 Nov 1826  Walls, SHI, SCT   

Family ID F17615  
 

 

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showsource.php?sourceID=S11&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showsource.php?sourceID=S37&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showsource.php?sourceID=S163&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I55183&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I55184&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=At+whaling&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Scatness%2C+Virkie%2C+Dunrossness%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Wiltrow%2C+Dunrossness%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Dunrossness%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Exnaboe%2C+Dunrossness%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=At+whaling&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Bousta%2C+Sandness%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Windyhill%2C+Sandness%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Walls%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Viewfield%2C+Sandness%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Walls%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
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Name Peter GRAY  

Born 13 Oct 1824  Sound, West Yell, SHI, SCT   

Gender Male  

Census 1841  Resident at Sound, West Yell.    

Died 23 Apr 1848  At whaling    

Person ID I6712  Shetland 

Last Modified 4 Jan 2001  

Father James GRAY,   b. 1800, Colvister, North Yell, SHI, SCT ,   d. Aft 1845 (Age > 46 years)  

Mother Janet JOHNSON,   b. 15 Jan 1810, Cuppister, South Yell, SHI, SCT ,   d. 14 May 1861, 2 Houlland, South Yell, SHI, SCT    

(Age 51 years)  

Married 24 Jan 1824  

Family ID F169  
 

Family Jane HUGHSON,   b. 5 Mar 1818, Samphray, Yell Sound, SHI, SCT ,   d. Apr 1902, Burravoe, South Yell, SHI, SCT   

 (Age 84 years)  

Married 9 Nov 1847  

Children  +  1. Peter GRAY,   b. 1849, South Yell, SHI, SCT ,   d. 14 Jul 1897, Setter, West Yell, SHI, SCT   (Age 48 years) 
 

Family ID F3043   

Sources  1. [S37] Census return. 

2. [S163] Hay & Company Whaling Records, D.31/6/15 page 196. 

3. [S100] West Yell Cemetery. 

 

 

Name James MORRISON  

Born 1816  Brettabister, Nesting, SHI, SCT   

Gender Male  

Died 17 Jul 1849  At whaling    

Person ID I30370  Shetland 

Last Modified 12 Nov 2006  

Father Simon MORRISON,   b. 1780, Nesting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 14 Apr 1857, Brettabister, Nesting, SHI, SCT   (Age 77 years)  

Mother Mary LAING,   b. 1787, Garth, Nesting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 1 Jun 1856, Brettabister, Nesting, SHI, SCT   (Age 69 years)  

Family ID F10797  
 

Family Margaret IRVINE,   b. 15 Jun 1817, Garth, Nesting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 31 Mar 1904, Benston, Nesting, SHI, SCT   (Age 86 years)  

Married 2 Dec 1845  Nesting, SHI, SCT    

Children  +  1. James MORRISON,   b. 20 Jan 1847, Garth, Nesting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 13 Nov 1894, At sea   (Age 47 years) 

  2. William MORRISON,   b. 1848, Garth, Nesting, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN 
 

Last Modified 26 Jul 2014  

Family ID F10709  
 

Sources  1. [S163] Hay & Company Whaling Records, D.31/6/16, page 52. 

2. [S4] IGI Marriages. 

 

 

Name Jacob SINCLAIR  

Born 8 Oct 1819  Aith, Fetlar, SHI, SCT   

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I6714&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showsource.php?sourceID=S37&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showsource.php?sourceID=S163&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showsource.php?sourceID=S100&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I30372&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showsource.php?sourceID=S163&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showsource.php?sourceID=S4&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Sound%2C+West+Yell%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+Sound%2C+West+Yell.&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=At+whaling&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Colvister%2C+North+Yell%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Cuppister%2C+South+Yell%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=2+Houlland%2C+South+Yell%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Samphray%2C+Yell+Sound%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Burravoe%2C+South+Yell%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=South+Yell%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Setter%2C+West+Yell%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Brettabister%2C+Nesting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=At+whaling&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Nesting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Brettabister%2C+Nesting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Garth%2C+Nesting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Brettabister%2C+Nesting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Garth%2C+Nesting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Benston%2C+Nesting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Nesting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Garth%2C+Nesting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=At+sea
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Garth%2C+Nesting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Aith%2C+Fetlar%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
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Gender Male  

Occupation Crofter  

Died 17 May 1848  At whaling    

Person ID I22023  Shetland 

Last 

Modified 

4 Oct 2009  

Father Robert SINCLAIR,   b. 30 May 1780, Fetlar, SHI, SCT ,   d. 11 Nov 1860, Aith, Fetlar, SHI, SCT   (Age 80 years)  

Mother Elizabeth TAIT,   b. 28 Jan 1793, Fetlar, SHI, SCT ,   d. Bef 1841  (Age < 47 years)  

Married 30 Nov 1816  Fetlar, SHI, SCT   

Family ID F7279  
 

Family Janet AFFLECK,   b. 15 Mar 1816, Feal, Fetlar, SHI, SCT ,   d. 8 Jun 1896, Aith, Fetlar, SHI, SCT   (Age 80 years)  

Married 2 Jan 1845  Fetlar, SHI, SCT   

Children    1. Elizabeth SINCLAIR,   b. 1845, Fetlar, SHI, SCT ,   d. 30 Jul 1898, Aith, Fetlar, SHI, SCT   (Age 53 years) 

  2. Robert SINCLAIR,   b. 1847, Fetlar, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN 
 

Family ID F8364  
 

Sources  1. [S163] Hay & Company Whaling Records, D.31/6/15 page 102. 

 

 

Name Robert SUTHERLAND  

Born 17 May 

1827  

Lunnasting, SHI, SCT   

Gender Male  

Baptism 27 May 

1827  Lunnasting, SHI, SCT   [1]  

Died 14 Jun 

1849  At whaling   [2]  

Person 

ID 

I72067  Shetland 

Last 

Modified 

14 Aug 2002  

Father Andrew SUTHERLAND,   b. 1800, Gilsbrake, Lunnasting, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN  

Mother Martha PETERSON,   b. 1795, Gilsbrake, Lunnasting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 1876, Lerwick, SHI, SCT   (Age 81 years)  

Married 9 Dec 

1823  

Lunnasting, SHI, SCT   

Family 

ID 

F11118  
 

Sources  1. Lunnasting OPR Births 1775-1855. 

2. Hay & Company Whaling Records, D.31/6/16, page 160. 

 

 

Name William TARRELL  

Born 5 Sep 1834  Sandgarth, Delting, SHI, SCT    

Gender Male  

Baptism 6 Oct 1834  Delting, SHI, SCT    

Census 1841  Resident at Gardie of Southerhouse, Delting.    

Census 1851  Resident at Sandgarth, Delting.   

Occupation Merchant seaman  

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showsource.php?sourceID=S163&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I72067&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I72067&tree=ID1#cite2
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=At+whaling&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Fetlar%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Aith%2C+Fetlar%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Fetlar%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Fetlar%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Feal%2C+Fetlar%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Aith%2C+Fetlar%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Fetlar%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Fetlar%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Aith%2C+Fetlar%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Fetlar%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Lunnasting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Lunnasting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=At+whaling&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Gilsbrake%2C+Lunnasting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Gilsbrake%2C+Lunnasting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Lerwick%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Lunnasting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Sandgarth%2C+Delting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Delting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+Gardie+of+Southerhouse%2C+Delting.&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+Sandgarth%2C+Delting.&tree=ID1
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Died 17 Nov 1860  Gruting, Delting, SHI, SCT    

Buried Olnafirth Cemetery, Voe, Delting, SHI, SCT   

Person ID I109050  Shetland 

Last 

Modified 

19 Jul 2016  

Father John TARRELL,   b. 7 Nov 1806, Reafirth, Mid Yell, SHI, SCT ,   d. 3 Jan 1883, Gruting, Delting, SHI, SCT   (Age 76 years)  

Mother Johannah ROBERTSON,   b. 4 Oct 1806, Sandgarth, Delting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 5 Aug 1891, Gruting, Delting, SHI, SCT   (Age 84 years)  

Married 14 Nov 1833  Delting, SHI, SCT    

Family ID F3244   

Family Elizabeth MANSON,   b. 12 Sep 1833, Lerwick, SHI, SCT ,   d. 23 Jun 1924, 49 Burgh Road, Lerwick, SHI, SCT   (Age 90 years)  

Married 27 Jan 1857  Free Church, Brae, Delting, SHI, SCT    

Notes  o Married by James Bain, witnesses; John Williamson, Thomas Couper. 

Children    1. Wilhelmina TARRELL,   b. 25 May 1857, Gruting, Delting, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN 

  2. John TARRELL,   b. 29 Feb 1860, Gruting, Delting, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN 
 

Last 

Modified 

24 Jul 2016  

Family ID F36064  
 

Sources  2. Delting OPR. 

3. Census return. 

4. Death certificate, 60/34, registered by James Irvine. 

5. ] Hay & Company Whaling Records, D.31/6/27, age 182. 

6. Marriage Certificate, 57/6. 

 

 

  

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Gruting%2C+Delting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Olnafirth+Cemetery%2C+Voe%2C+Delting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Reafirth%2C+Mid+Yell%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Gruting%2C+Delting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Sandgarth%2C+Delting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Gruting%2C+Delting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Delting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Lerwick%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=49+Burgh+Road%2C+Lerwick%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Free+Church%2C+Brae%2C+Delting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Gruting%2C+Delting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Gruting%2C+Delting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
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MILITARY SERVICE BY THE SHETLANDERS  
 

MEMORIAL: REAWICK ,WW1 (WMR 8866), 
 WESTER SKELD, SHETLAND 
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MEMORIAL DETAILS 
 

 

Anderson, Andrew 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Anderson, Peter 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Anderson, Thomas 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Garriock, William 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Henderson, George 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Henry, Frederick 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Jamieson, Magnus 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Moncrieff, Peter 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Morrison, John 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Morrison, Robert 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Ridland, John 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Ridland, Lewis 

Memorial: Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866), Wester Skeld, Shetland 

Robertson, Joseph 

Tait, William 

 

MEMORIAL NAME 

RIDLAND, JOHN 

Gender 

Male 

War 

First World War (1914-1918) 

Death and burial details 

Circumstance: Died of Disease 

Memorial 

Reawick WW1 (WMR 8866) 

Wester Skeld 

Shetland 

 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials/names/search?filters%5Bgender%5D%5BMale%5D=on
https://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials/names/search?filters%5Bwar%5D%5BFirst%20World%20War%20%281914-1918%29%5D=on
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Pages from the  give us some surnames of those who fought 

for Britain during WW1 in her hour of need… especially those from the Shetlands… 

 

https://www.nls.uk/
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GENEALOGY FOR FAMILY 

RIDLAND/RIDLING 

CHAPTER ONE 

LAURENCE RIDLAND AND ‘JANET’  

CHRISTOPHER’S DAUGHTER 9 

FIRST KNOWN GENERATION 
Known: Generation one: Laurence and Janet 1735  

 

Laurence was born about: 1735 

At: Skeld, Sandsting, Shetland Islands, Scotland  

He died about: Unknown 

Married: 6 Nov 1755 

At: Skeld, Sandsting, Shetland Islands, Scotland 

To: ‘Janet’ Christopher’s daughter   

She was born about: 1735 

At: Sandsting, Shetland Islands, Scotland  

Died about: Unknown  

 

They had the following children… 

 

1/. Thomas christened 1757 

2/. Mary christened 1759 

3/.  Andrew 1757 christened 1759 

4/. Laurence christened 1762 

5/. Katherine 1760 christened 1765 

6/. Thomas 1761 christened 1767 

 

All born at: Skeld, Sandsting, Shetland Islands, Scotland 
  

 
9 https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I42975&tree=ID1 

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I42975&tree=ID1
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NOTES…  
 

LAWRENCE RIDLAN 10 
Scotland Marriages, 1561-1910 

Tools 

 

Name: Lawrence Ridlan 

Event Type: Marriage 

Event Date: 6 Nov 1755 

Event Place: Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland, 

Scotland 

Event Place (Original): Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland, 

Scotland 

Gender: Male 

Spouse's Name: Janet Christophers dr. 

Spouse's Gender: Female 

 
Search Results from Historical Records  11 

 

1-20 of 400 Results for Name: Ridland Birthplace: Shetlands Birth Year (Range): 1750 – 

1770… 
 

Thomas Ridland Principal Scotland Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 christening: 9 January 1757 

Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland, Scotland father: Laurence Ridland  

 

Mary Ridland Principal Scotland Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 christening: 6 August 1759 

Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland, Scotland father: Laurence Ridland  

 

Thomas Ridland Principal Scotland Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 christening:20 August 1767 

Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland, Scotland father: Laurence Ridland 

  

Andrew Ridland Principal Scotland Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 christening:14 July 1759 

Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland, Scotland father: Laurence Ridland  

 

Laurence Ridland 

1950 christening:27 June 1762 Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland, Scotland father: Laurence Ridland  

 

Katharin Ridland Principal Scotland Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 christening: 29 January 1765 

Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland, Scotland father: Laurence Ridland 

  

 
10 https://www.familysearch.org/s 

11 https://www.familysearch.org/s 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VQQV-6YX
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VQQV-3ZF
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VQQV-6YN
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VQQV-6MY
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VQQV-7M3
https://www.familysearch.org/s
https://www.familysearch.org/s
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CHAPTER TWO 

THOMAS RIDLAND 

(Fisherman) 

AND ‘ELSPET’ NINIAN’S DAUGHTER  

SECOND KNOWN GENERATION 
Known: Generation one: Laurence and Janet 1735. Generation two: Thomas and daughter of Elspet 1761.  

 

He was born about: 20 Sept 1761 

At: Easter Skeld, Sandsting, Shetland Islands, Scotland.   
(christening:20 August 1767 Sandsting and Aithsting) 

He died about: Unknown 

Married: 27 Jan 1781 

At: Walls, Shetland Islands, Scotland  

To: ‘Elspet’ Ninian’s daughter 

She was born about: 1759 

At: Grunivoe, Walls, Shetland Islands, Scotland 

Died about: Unknown 

 

They had the following children… 

 

1/. Ninian Ridland. b1784 

2/. Ann Ridland. b1798  

 

Ann Ridland was a resident at West Hogaland, Burra, Shetland, during the 

census of 1832 and 1851. 

 

She died there, 1 Oct 1875, aged 77 years. 

  
West Burra is one of the Scalloway Islands, a subgroup of the Shetland Islands in Scotland. It is 

connected by bridge to East Burra. With an area of 743 hectares (2.87 sq mi), it is the eleventh largest of 

the Shetland Islands. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scalloway_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shetland_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Burra
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Above: Cemetery West Burra  
‘ 

ELSPET’ NINIAN’S DAUGHTER WIFE OF THOMAS 
 

Parents… 
Mother: Agnes COUTTS,   b. Abt 1735,   d. UNKNOWN  

 

Father: Ninian JAMIESON,   b. Abt 1730,   d. 1808  (Age ~ 78 years)  

 

Grandparents… 

 

Father James NINIANSON,   b. 1701, Walls, SHI, SCT ,   d. Bef 8 Dec 1772  (Age < 71 years)  

Mother Elspet COUTTS,   b. Bef 1708, Walls, SHI, SCT ,   d. 1767, Grunivoe, Walls, SHI, SCT   (Age > 59 years)  

 

Married Abt 1728  

Children  + 1. Ninian JAMIESON,   b. Abt 1730,   d. 1808  (Age ~ 78 years) 

+ 2. Benjamin JAMIESON,   b. Abt 1735,   d. Bef 1786, Grunivoe, Walls, SHI, SCT   (Age ~ 50 years) 

+ 3. Mary JAMESDAUGHTER,   b. Bef 1754, Grunivoe, Walls, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN 
 

 

Great Grandparents… 

 
Father Ninian,  b. Bef 1678, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN  

Family ID F43187  

 

 

 

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I56324&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I54590&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I82417&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Walls%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Walls%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Grunivoe%2C+Walls%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Grunivoe%2C+Walls%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Grunivoe%2C+Walls%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=SHI%2C+SCT
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Below left; Shetland ponies grazing near Papil. 

Below right; Replica of the Papil Stone dating back to the original from 700 AD which is now in the 

national museum of Scotland 
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CHAPTER THREE  

NINIAN RIDLAND/RIDLIN/RIDLING 

(Fisherman-whaler also Navy man) 

AND MARGARET MONCRIEFF  

THIRD KNOWN GENERATION 
Known: Generation one: Laurence and Janet 1735. Generation two: Thomas and daughter of Elspet 1761. 

Generation three: Ninian and Margaret 1784.   
 
  

Ninian Served on the following whaling ship: 

‘North Briton’ 1822 D.31/6/10 page 180 

Source: Hay & Co. Whaling Records 

 

Ninian also appears on the list of Sea Fencibles for 1809 for Sandsting parish, as 

Ringon /Riglon, signed with an X. 

Also, on census return. 1841and 1851 

Death certificate, 73/20, registered by Laurence Ridland, son. 

 
Census 1841  Resident at Blacksness, Scalloway.   [1]  

Census 1851  Resident at Easter Skeld, Sandsting.   [1]  

 

Ninian was born about: 1784 

At: Sandsting 

He died about: 28 July 1873 

At: Skeld, Sandsting, Shetlands, Scotland  

Married: 8 Nov 1808 

At: Sandsting, Shetlands, Scotland  

To: Margaret Moncrieff  

She was born about: 1784 

At: Sandsting, Shetlands, Scotland  

Died about: 1870 

At: Skeld, Sandsting, Shetlands, Scotland   

 

 

 

 

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I42975&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I42975&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+Blacksness%2C+Scalloway.&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+Easter+Skeld%2C+Sandsting.&tree=ID1
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They had the following children… 

 

1/. Robert 1815-1895 

2/. Margaret 1809-1901 

3/. James 1811-1881 

4/. William 1821-1876 

5/. Thomas 1814-1896 

6/. Laurence 1818-1897 

7/. Andrew 1825-1902 

8/. Marion 1827-1906 

 
MARGARET MONCRIEFF WIFE OF NINIAN  

 

Name Margaret MONCRIEFF  

Born 1784  Sandsting, SHI, SCT   

Gender Female  

Baptism 27 Aug 1786  
Sandsting, SHI, SCT   [1]  

Census 1841  
Resident at Reawick, Sandsting.   [2]  

Census 1851  
Resident at Easter Skeld, Sandsting.   [2]  

Died 7 Dec 1870  
Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT   [3]  

• Old age 

Person ID I42974  Shetland 

Last 

Modified 

26 Jun 2017  

 

Parents… 
 

Father Robert MONCRIEFF,   b. Abt 1760, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN  Fisherman  

Mother Catherine RIDLAND,   b. 29 Dec 1760, Easter Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN  

Family ID F14771  
 

  

Father remarried 

 

Family 2 Janet MOWAT,   b. Abt 1765, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN  

Married 30 Sep 1795  Walls, SHI, SCT   [1]  

Last Modified 25 Nov 2018  

Family ID F14773  
 

 

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I42974&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I42974&tree=ID1#cite2
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I42974&tree=ID1#cite2
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I42974&tree=ID1#cite3
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I42973&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+Reawick%2C+Sandsting.&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+Easter+Skeld%2C+Sandsting.&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Easter+Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Walls%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
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Mother… 

 
Name Catherine RIDLAND  

Born 29 Dec 1760  Easter Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT   

Gender Female  

Died UNKNOWN  

Person ID I42972  Shetland 

Last Modified 2 Jul 2017  

 

 
Maternal Grandparents 

 
Father Laurence RIDLAND,   b. Abt 1735, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN  

Mother Janet CHRISTOPHERSDAUGHTER,   b. Abt 1735, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN  

Married 6 Nov 1755  Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT   

Family ID F14772  
 

 
Grandfather… 

 

Name Laurence RIDLAND  

Born Abt 1735    

Gender Male  

Died UNKNOWN  

Person ID I51260  

Last 

Modified 

8 Nov 2019  

 

Grandmother… 

 

Family Janet CHRISTOPHERSDAUGHTER,   b. Abt 1735, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN  

Married 6 Nov 1755  Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT   

Children  +  1. Andrew RIDLAND,   b. 19 Jul 1756, Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN 

  2. Mary RIDLAND,   b. 5 Aug 1756, Easter Skeld, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN 

  3. Thomas RIDLAND,   b. 9 Dec 1756, Easter Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN 

+  4. Catherine RIDLAND,   b. 29 Dec 1760, Easter Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN 

+  5. Thomas RIDLAND,   b. 20 Sep 1761, Easter Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN 
 

 
JANET MOWAT (STEPMOTHER) 

 
Name Janet MOWAT  

Born Abt 1765    

Gender Female  

Also Known As Janet Mouat  

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showtree.php?tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showtree.php?tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I51219&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I42972&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I43018&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Easter+Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Easter+Skeld%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Easter+Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Easter+Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Easter+Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
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Died UNKNOWN  

Person ID I43020  

Last Modified 23 Nov 2018  

 

Family 1 Thomas SLATER, b. Abt 1760, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN  

Married 20 Mar 1788  Walls, SHI, SCT   

Children  +  1. Barbara SLATER,   b. 1790, Stove, Walls, SHI, SCT ,   d. 19 Apr 1871, Airs of Selivoe, Sandsting, SHI, SCT   (Age 81 years) 
 

Last Modified 25 Nov 2018  

Family ID F14786  
 

 

Family 2 Robert MONCRIEFF,   b. Abt 1760, SHI, SCT ,   d. UNKNOWN  

Married 30 Sep 1795  
Walls, SHI, SCT   [1]  

Last Modified 25 Nov 2018  

Family ID F14773  
 

 
 
 

NOTES… 

 
1. Robert RIDLAND, b. 7 Mar 1815, Westerskeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 18 Feb 1895, Waikumete,  

NZL   (Age 79 years) 

2. Margaret RIDLAND, b. 1809, Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 14 Nov 1901, Vatster, Tingwall,  

SHI, SCT   (Age 92 years) 

3. James RIDLAND, b. 1811, Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 1 Oct 1881, 40 Geraint Street,  

Toxteth Park, Liverpool, LAN, ENG   (Age 70 years) 

4. William RIDLAND, b. 1821, Easterskeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 1876, Sunderland, DUR, ENG  

  (Age 55 years) 

5. Thomas RIDLAND, b. 1814, Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 19 Jan 1896, Skeld, Sandsting, SHI,  

SCT   (Age 82 years) 

6. Laurence RIDLAND, b. 23 Sep 1818, Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 19 Oct 1897, Skeld, Sandsting,  

SHI, SCT   (Age 79 years) 

7. Andrew RIDLAND, b. 19 Jul 1825, Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 1902, Sunderland, DUR, ENG  

  (Age 76 years) 

8. Marion RIDLAND, b. 1827, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 20 Jun 1906, Easter Skeld, Sandsting, SHI,  

SCT   (Age 79 years) 

 

  

 

  

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showtree.php?tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I43022&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I43020&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Walls%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Stove%2C+Walls%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Airs+of+Selivoe%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Walls%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Westerskeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Waikumete%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Vatster%2C+Tingwall%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=40+Geraint+Street%2C+Toxteth+Park%2C+Liverpool%2C+LAN%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Easterskeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Easter+Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
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Search Results from Historical Records 12 

1-8 of 8 Results for Name: Ninian Ridland Birthplace: Shetland Birth Year 

(Range): 1780 - 1790 
 

Ninian Ridland Father Scotland Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 spouse: Margaret Moncrieff 

children: 

Laurence Ridland 

 

Ninian Ridland Father Scotland Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 spouse: Margaret Moncrieff 

children: 

 

William Ridland 

Ninian Ridlen Father Scotland Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 children: 

Thomas Ridlen 

 

Ninian Ridlin Father Scotland Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 children: 

James Ridlin 

  

 
12 https://www.familysearch.org/s 

https://www.familysearch.org/s
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CHAPTER FOUR  

ROBERT RIDLING/RIDLEY 

(Fisherman-Mariner-Boat builder) Arrived in New Zealand 1857 on the  

Barque ‘Eastfield’) 

AND JANE SCOTT 

FOURTH KNOWN GENERATION 
Known: Generation one: Laurence and Janet 1735. Generation two: Thomas and daughter of Elspet 1761. 

Generation three: Ninian and Margaret 1784. Generation four: Robert and Jane 1815   

 

Family knowledge-some may be conjecture… 

Because Robert could not read or write he signed his marriage certificate with 

‘his mark’ a cross, and for some inexplicable reason, the celebrant wrote the 

name Robert Ridley instead of Ridland. The couple had six children; five of the 

children were born prior to the family setting sail to New Zealand on the ship ‘is 

Eastfield’ from Graves end on 6 August 1857, arriving in Auckland, New 

Zealand, on 12 December 1857. One son, Ninian died on the voyage to New 

Zealand age one year. 

/// 

Robert was born about: 1815 

At: Westerskeld, Sandsting, Shetlands 

 
Census 1841  Resident at North Moor Street, Sunderland.   [1]  

 

 died about: 1895 

At: New Zealand 

Buried: Waikumete, New Zealand 

Married: 1808 

At: Sandsting, Shetlands 

To: Jane Scott 

She was born about: 1816 

At; Durham, England 

Died about: 1888 

At: New Zealand 

Buried: Waikumete, New Zealand 

 

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I412197&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+North+Moor+Street%2C+Sunderland.&tree=ID1
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They had the following children… 

 

1/. Ninian 1844-1844 

2/. Margaret 1846-1895 

3/. Robert 1848-1928 

4/. Michael1849-1850 

5/. Lawrence 1854 

6/. Andrew 1854-1940 

7/. Ninian 1856-1857 

8/. Laurence 1859-1932  

 
JANE SCOTT WIFE OF ROBERT RIDLING 

 
Name Jane SCOTT  

Born 30 Dec 1816  Sunderland, DUR, ENG   

Gender Female  

Census 1841  Resident at North Moor Street, Sunderland.   [1]  

Census 1851  Resident at 20 Wall Street, Bishopwearmouth.   [1]  

Died 24 May 1888  Waikumete, NZL   

Buried Waikumete Cemetery, West Auckland, NZL   

Person ID I412098  Shetland 

Last Modified 1 Aug 2014  

 

Parents 

 
 

Michael SCOTT, b. 1775, DUR, ENG ,   d. Aft 1841 (Age > 67 years)  

Mother Mary,   b. 1775, DUR, ENG ,   d. Aft 1841 (Age > 67 years)  

Family ID F302789  
 

 

 Father… 

Name Michael SCOTT  

Born 1775    

Gender Male  

Census 1841  
  [1]  

Occupation Pilot  

Died Aft 1841  

Person ID I412197  

Last Modified 1 Aug 2014  

Family Mary,   b. 1775, DUR, ENG ,   d. Aft 1841  (Age > 67 years)  

Children  +  1. Jane SCOTT, b. 30 Dec 1816, Sunderland, DUR, ENG ,   d. 24 May 1888, Waikumete, NZL   (Age 71 years) 
 

Last Modified 8 Aug 2014  

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I412098&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I412098&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I412197&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/showtree.php?tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I412098&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+North+Moor+Street%2C+Sunderland.&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+20+Wall+Street%2C+Bishopwearmouth.&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Waikumete%2C+NZL&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Waikumete+Cemetery%2C+West+Auckland%2C+NZL&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Waikumete%2C+NZL
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Family ID F302789  

Sources  1. [S37] Census return. 

 

 

1841 census… 
 

Name: Michael Scott  

Event Type: Christening 

Event Date: 27 Dec 1775 

Event Place: Sunderland, Durham, England 

Event Place (Original): Sunderland, Durham, England 

Gender: Male 

Birth Date: 7 Nov 1775 

Father's Name: William Scott  

Mother's Name: Ann 

 

Michael Scott 

England and Wales Census, 1841 

 

Name: Michael Scott 

Event Type: Census 

Event Date: 1841 

Event Place: Sunderland, Durham, England, United Kingdom 

Event Place (Original): Sunderland, Durham, England 

County: Durham 

Parish: Sunderland 

Registration District: Sunderland 

Residence Note: Moor Street, North 

Gender: Male 

Age: 65 

Age (Original): 65 

Birth Year (Estimated): 1772-1776 

Birthplace: Durham 

Page Number: 34 

Registration Number: HO107 

Piece/Folio: 321/20 

Affiliate Record Type: Household 

Affiliate Image 

Identifier: 

GBC/1841/0321/0237&parentid=GBC/1841/0013178941 

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/familygroup.php?familyID=F302789&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/familychart.php?familyID=F302789&tree=ID1
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Household 

Role 

Sex 

Age 

Birthplace 

 

Michael Scott 

Male 

65 

Durham 

Mary Scott 

Female 

65 

Durham 

Jane Scott 

Female 

20 

Durham 

John Child 

Male 

60 

Mary Child 

Female 

45 

Ireland 

Thomas Thompson 

Male 

20 

Durham 

Mary Thompson 

Female 

20 
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Grandparents… 

 

William Scott and Ann 13 

William Scott 

1720–Deceased • KHDD-VK9 

Ann 

1724–Deceased • K8V4-JF6 

 Preferred 

 

Children of Ann and William Scott (14) maybe conjecture only for some?... 

Ann Scott 

1746–Deceased • KHZC-C9S 

Eleanor Scott 

1748–Deceased • KZ13-LFH 

James Scott 

1751–Deceased • MXHR-MRJ 

Jane Scott 

1754–Deceased • K486-QFN 

Ann Scott 

1756–1788 • MXKF-R8N 

Mary Scott 

1758–Deceased • MH6R-T15 

Dorothy Scott 

1759–Deceased • KZG2-Y9S 

William Scott 

1761–1803 • KZFN-4QR 

John Scott 

1763–Deceased • KCJ3-D75 

Elizabeth Scott 

1763–Deceased • KDSN-TLM 

Ann Scott 

1765–Deceased • KHP8-TRJ 

Thomas Scott 

1770–Deceased • KZ9B-5S2 

May Scott 

1772–Deceased • KZJ5-CF8 

Michael Scott 

1775–Deceased • KCF3-P37 

 
13 https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/KHDD-VK9 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/K8V4-JF6
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/K8V4-JF6
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/KHDD-VK9
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THE BARQUE ‘EASTFIELD’ 1857 

 

Below: Passenger list for the ‘Barque Eastfield’ 1857. Surname spelt ‘Rilling for 

Robert and Mary Ridling/Ridland and their family. It was during the time shortly 

after their marriage and the birth of their first children that the surname Robert 

brought from the Shetlands ‘Ridland’ was now changed to ‘Ridling’ as official 

records will confirm. The question is why?... if Mary could read and write as per 

family knowledge…  

 
Also recorded on another record as follows… 

 
Barnes Mary Ann    

Bedling / Redling ? Robert    

 Jane    

 Margaret    

 Robert    

 Andrew    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-419609.html
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Above: Sailing Barque like the ‘Eastfield’ 

 

The ‘Eastfield’ was 434 tons and Captained by ‘John Copland’, She sailed out 

from London on 6 August 1857, arriving in Auckland 12 December 1857. The 

Barque was 51 days reaching the Equator owing to light baffling winds. Three 

deaths occurred during the voyage.  
 

14G. W. & W. J. Hall:  The vessel is Lloyd's Register ('LR') listed from 1857/58 

thru 1881/82 & not thereafter. Thru 1873/74, per LR, the vessel was owned by 

Currie & Co. of Liverpool. For some quite varied service. Initially from 

Sunderland to South America then from London to Auckland, New Zealand (in 

1858/59), from Liverpool to China (in 1859/60). From 1861/62 the vessel would 

seem to have operated out of Liverpool with voyages referenced from Liverpool 

to South America, to Singapore, to South America again & to San Francisco, 

California. Note however that the Mercantile Navy List of 1867 lists H. Case, of 

Liverpool, as the vessel's then owner, though the 1870 equivalent does list 

William Currie of Liverpool as her then owner. LR of 1874/75 lists no owner 

name or port of registration. Such later LR editions as are available to the 

 
14 http://www.searlecanada.org/sunderland/sunderland123.html 

http://www.searlecanada.org/sunderland/images15/mnl1867page104.jpg
http://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages.php?year=1870&name=EASTFIELD&page=103&imagesource=CLIP%A0images
http://www.searlecanada.org/sunderland/sunderland123.html
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webmaster, re the period from 1876/77 thru 1881/82, list the vessel but provide 

no owner name, ON number or port of registration, surely a warning that the 

data is of doubtful accuracy. 131.5 ft. long, signal letters LSDP. Data as to what 

finally happened to the vessel is not yet to hand.  
 

 

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XIV, ISSUE 1092, 15 DECEMBER 1857 
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ARRIVAL OF THE EASTFIELD, HAWKE'S BAY HERALD, 9 FEBRUARY 1858 
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Family knowledge continues… 

When the family first arrived in New Zealand, they settled in Barrack Street 

which is near where Nelson Street is now in the Auckland central business 

district... At that time the area was open space with no roads or subdivisions. 

Just like when Robert got married the name problem arose again when the family 

arrived in New Zealand when the immigration papers were completed in the 

name of Robert Ridling, instead of Ridley or the original Ridland, again 

presumably because of Robert’s inability to read or write. It is noted, however, 

that the word ‘Ling’ is a noted suffix to Norwegian names. The conditions of 

payment for the family’s passage to Auckland, entitled them to one town section 

of land and a country property up to 40 acres. After two years Robert decided to 

take up his options. The option of the land was in proportion to the passage 

money paid. After two years Robert took up the options on the town block of land 

which was situated Livingston Street in Richmond. Robert and his two elder sons 

felled some kauri trees on the banks of the Henderson Creek and rafted them 

down the Waitemata harbour to Cox’s Creek which boarded Livingston Street. 

There they pit-sawed the kauri logs and built the family home. The original home 

was occupied by a family member, Coral Ridling until her death in 2003.  

After reportedly walking to Puhoi to examine the country block that he had been 

allocated, Robert decided to sell that block as he saw it was of little use because 

of the distance from Auckland, his place of residence and its limited access. 

Robert made a living as a trader on the Waitemata Harbour from a working 

yacht he either acquired or built himself. His occupation on his Death Certificate 

was listed as “Shipwright” a carpenter skilled in ship building and repair. 

Jane died in 1888 age 72 years. Robert died in 1895 aged 84 years and both are 

buried at the Waikumete Cemetery in West Auckland. 
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NOTES 

 

 

Name Robert RIDLAND  

Born 7 Mar 1815  Westerskeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT   

Gender Male  

Also Known As Robert Ridley  

Died 18 Feb 1895  Waikumete, NZL   

Buried Waikumete Cemetery, West Auckland, NZL   

Person ID I412097  Shetland 

Last Modified 6 Aug 2014  

 

Father Ninian RIDLAND,   b. 1784, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 28 Jul 1873, Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT   (Age 89 years)  

Mother Margaret MONCRIEFF,   b. 1784, Sandsting, SHI, SCT ,   d. 7 Dec 1870, Skeld, Sandsting, SHI, SCT   (Age 86 years)  

Married 8 Nov 1808  Sandsting, SHI, SCT   

Family ID F14744  
 

 

Family Jane SCOTT,   b. 30 Dec 1816, Sunderland, DUR, ENG ,   d. 24 May 1888, Waikumete, NZL   (Age 71 years)  

Married 10 Oct 1843  Sunderland, DUR, ENG   

Children    1. Ninian RIDLING,   b. 30 Sep 1844, 5 North Moor Street, Sunderland, DUR, ENG ,   d. 2 Oct 1844, 5 North Moor Street, Sunderland, DUR, ENG 

   (Age 0 years) 

  2. Margaret Ann RIDLING,   b. 8 Jun 1846, North Moor Street, Sunderland, DUR, ENG ,   d. 1895, Auckland, NZL   (Age 48 years) 

+  3. Robert RIDLING,   b. 22 Jul 1848, North Moor Street, Sunderland, DUR, ENG ,   d. 7 Nov 1928, Auckland, NZL   (Age 80 years) 

  4. Michael Scott RIDLING,   b. Dec 1849, Sunderland, DUR, ENG ,   d. 28 Jun 1850, Wall Street, Bishopwearmouth, DUR, ENG   (Age ~ 0 years) 

  5. Lawrence RIDLING,   b. 11 Mar 1854, 20 Wall Street, Bishopwearmouth, DUR, ENG ,   d. UNKNOWN 

+  6. Andrew RIDLING,   b. 11 Mar 1854, 20 Wall Street, Bishopwearmouth, DUR, ENG ,   d. 14 Sep 1940, Auckland, NZL   (Age 86 years) 

  7. Ninian RIDLING,   b. 7 Jan 1856, Wall Street, Bishopwearmouth, DUR, ENG ,   d. 29 Sep 1857, At sea   (Age 1 years) 

+  8. Laurence RIDLING,   b. 1859, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 29 Nov 1932, Auckland, NZL   (Age 73 years) 
 

 
Name Jane SCOTT  

Born 30 Dec 1816  Sunderland, DUR, ENG   

Gender Female  

Census 1841  Resident at North Moor Street, Sunderland.   [1]  

Census 1851  Resident at 20 Wall Street, Bishopwearmouth.   [1]  

Died 24 May 1888  Waikumete, NZL   

Buried Waikumete Cemetery, West Auckland, NZL   

Person ID I412098  Shetland 

Last 

Modified 

1 Aug 2014  

 

Father Michael SCOTT,   b. 1775, DUR, ENG ,   d. Aft 1841  (Age > 67 years)  

Mother Mary,   b. 1775, DUR, ENG ,   d. Aft 1841  (Age > 67 years)  

Family ID F302789  
 

 

 

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I412100&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I412201&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I412203&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I412098&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I412098&tree=ID1#cite1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I412197&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/getperson.php?personID=I412198&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Westerskeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Waikumete%2C+NZL&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Waikumete+Cemetery%2C+West+Auckland%2C+NZL&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Skeld%2C+Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Sandsting%2C+SHI%2C+SCT&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Waikumete%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=5+North+Moor+Street%2C+Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=5+North+Moor+Street%2C+Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=North+Moor+Street%2C+Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=North+Moor+Street%2C+Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Wall+Street%2C+Bishopwearmouth%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=20+Wall+Street%2C+Bishopwearmouth%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=20+Wall+Street%2C+Bishopwearmouth%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Wall+Street%2C+Bishopwearmouth%2C+DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=At+sea
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+North+Moor+Street%2C+Sunderland.&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Resident+at+20+Wall+Street%2C+Bishopwearmouth.&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Waikumete%2C+NZL&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Waikumete+Cemetery%2C+West+Auckland%2C+NZL&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=DUR%2C+ENG
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=DUR%2C+ENG
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Marriage certificate for Robert and Jane Ridley… 
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FROM PAPERS PAST 

ROBERT RIDLING AT COX’S CREEK, AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND 
 

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XIX, ISSUE 1740, 16 FEBRUARY 1863 
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XX, ISSUE 2052, 16 FEBRUARY 1864 
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XI, ISSUE 3238, 6 DECEMBER 1880 

 
 

 
 
 

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XII, ISSUE 3529, 28 NOVEMBER 1881 
 
 

 
 
 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXIII, ISSUE 7639, 17 MAY 1886 
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XIX, ISSUE 124, 26 MAY 1888 
 

 
 
 

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XX, ISSUE 222, 18 SEPTEMBER 1889 
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXVI, ISSUE 41, 18 FEBRUARY 1895 
 

 
 
 
 
 

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXVI, ISSUE 106, 4 MAY 1895 
 

 
 
 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 9832, 29 MAY 1895 
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ROBERT JUNIOR 
 
 

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXVII, ISSUE 7, 9 JANUARY 1896 
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CHAPTER FIVE   

ANDREW RIDLING  

Arrived in New Zealand 1857 at the age of three 

 (Bricklayer/labourer) 

AND ELLEN GRAY 

KNOWN GENERATION FIVE 
Known: Generation one: Laurence and Janet 1735. Generation two: Thomas and daughter of Elspet 1761. 

Generation three: Ninian and Margaret 1784. Generation four: Robert and Jane 1815.  
Generation five: Andrew and Ellen.    

 

 

Andrew was born about: 11 March 1854 

At: 20 Wall Street, Bishopwearmouth, Durham, England 

Christened: St Peters Church, Sunderland, Durham, England  

 Died about: 14 Sept 1940 

At: Auckland, New Zealand 

Buried: Waikumete Cemetery, West Auckland, New Zealand 

Married: 21June 1877  

At: 

To: Ellen Gray 

She was born about: 18 May 1856 

At: 

Died about: 21 November 1926 

At; Auckland, New Zealand 

Buried: Waikumete Cemetery, West Auckland, New Zealand 
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They had the following children… 

 

1/. Ada Grace 1878-1960 

2/. Mabel Edith Maud 1880-1966 

3/. Laura Violet 1882-1957 

4/. Amy Jane Rose 1884-1884 

5/. Andrew Laurence William 1886-1938 

6/. Randolph Gordon 1888-1975  

7/. Lewis Robert 1890-1975  

8/. Albert Scott 1891-1953 

9/. Stephen Gray Leslie 1893-1902 

10/. Malcolm Leslie 1894-1976 

11/. Ellen Catherine 1896-1963 

12/. David Henry 1897-1898 
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Family knowledge. Some may be conjecture only… 

Andrew was born in the parish of Sunderland in the County of Durham, England, 

on 11 March 1854 and died on 14 September 1940 in Auckland New Zealand of 

a heart condition, aged 86 years. Both Andrew and Ellen are buried at the 

Waikumete Cemetery in West Auckland along with their children who pre-

deceased them; David Henry Ridling, Stephen Grey Ridling and Amy Rose 

Ridling.  

Like his father Robert, Andrew could not read or write, but he had a tremendous 

capacity for manual work. When he was nine years old, he went to work for 

Barney Kane’s brick yard in Clarence Street in Grey Lynn Auckland. In 1877 

Andrew met and married Ellen Gray who was purported to be the first white 

child born at Huia on the northern coast of the Manukau Harbour. The couple 

set up house in John Street in Ponsonby. 

 

In 1887 a financial depression struck, and all building and construction work 

stopped. The Brickyards were closed and sold. The depression made Andrew and 

Alan move to Henderson where the kauri forest had been felled. They lived in 

camp like conditions during 1888/89 and supported their family by digging for 

kauri gum. Andrew would spike and dig the gum while the children scraped and 

cleaned it ready for sale and this earned them enough money to buy their food. 

In 1889 the depression eased, and the family moved back to Auckland city and 

again took up residence in John Street along with their children Ada, Mabel, 

Laura, Larry and Randolph. Eight years later they moved to the family house in 

Livingston Street. Andrew joined the Auckland City Council outdoor staff where 

he worked until his retirement at the age of 50 as the Foreman of Works. During 

his working time Andrew had purchased several properties in Ponsonby which 

he rented and collected the rents from each Monday. 

The remainder of the family, Lewis, Albert, Stephen, Malcolm, Ellen and David, 

were all born in the original Livingston Street home. Another daughter Amy Jane 

Rose Ridling, born 0n 28 April 1884, had been born prior to the family moving to 

Henderson but she died at only six months of age on 6 October 1884. Two 

further children born to Andrew and Ellen at the Livingston Street home, also 

died prematurely. Stephen Gray Ridling born on 1 March 1893 and died 12 of 

January 1902 aged eight years and 10 months; and David Henry Ridling born 

14th of June 1897 and died on 15 February 1898 aged eight months. 
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The Ridling family also had to endure the Great Depression of the 1930s which 

was considered the most severe global financial downturn that the world had 

ever seen. It caused massive wealth destruction on a huge scale and 

impoverished millions of people throughout the world and took over two decades 

before a recovery was finally realized. However, the overall effect of this crisis 

on the family was probably reduced as a result of the fact that they had little in 

the way of accumulated wealth when they emigrated to New Zealand anyway and 

they had also experienced the preceding financial crisis in 1888/89 which would 

have made them more resilient to the severe hardship that ensued. If a similar 

crisis occurred today, however, because our way of life has been much easier 

than that of our predecessors, the impact at the personal level, would be far more 

wide reaching. 

Andrew had a strong Victorian upbringing, and this became apparent in his later 

years. On Ellen’s death in 1926 Mabel and her husband Robert were expected to 

give up their share milking contract and return to Auckland; buy a house at 56 

Garnett Road, Westmere, and make a home for Andrew. There was no question 

that Andrew would look after himself. At this time Larry and Mona had 

purchased the family home in Livingston Street and as space was available, they 

offered Andrew a home with them. This offer was refused, however as it was 

considered the daughter’s duty not the daughter in law’s duty to look after 

Andrew. 

Andrew was a wonderful leader of his family and was well respected by all. Even 

though there were the normal family differences between siblings some 

particularly involving Mabel, these were put aside for his family to visit him in 

his later years. 
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ELLEN GRAY 

 
Name Ellen GRAY  

Born 18 May 1856  

Gender Female  

Died 21 Nov 1926  Auckland, NZL   

Buried Waikumete Cemetery, West Auckland, NZL   

Person ID I412326  Shetland 

Last Modified 8 Aug 2014  

 
Marriage…BDM NZ…no parents named on certificate??? 
 

1877/1411 Ellen Gray Andrew Ridling 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1877%2F1411
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Waikumete+Cemetery%2C+West+Auckland%2C+NZL&tree=ID1
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WILLS OF ANDREW AND ELLEN RIDLING 
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North and South Auckland Compulsory Applications  

Andrew Ridling of Auckland, Settler - City of 

Auckland being Lot 18 of a subdivision of part of 

Allotment 22 of Section 8 of the Suburbs of 

Auckland 
ORDER 

DETAILS »  

 

1936 1951 

Land Information New 

Zealand, National 

Office 
   

Akld 
 

Andrew Ridling of Auckland, Brickmaker - City of 

Auckland being Lot 19 of a subdivision of part of 

Allotment 22 of Section 8 of the Suburbs of 

Auckland 
ORDER 

DETAILS »  

 

1936 1950 

Land Information New 

Zealand, National 

Office 
   

Akld 
 

Andrew Lawrence William Ridling of Auckland, 

Carpenter - Lot 13 Block 2 Plan 53 blue part 

Allotment 1 Sec 9 Suburbs of Auckland 
ORDER 

DETAILS »  

 

1939 1941 

Land Information New 

Zealand, National 

Office 
   

Akld  

 
NOTES 

 
Family Ellen GRAY,   b. 18 May 1856,   d. 21 Nov 1926, Auckland, NZL   (Age 70 years)  

Married 21 Jun 1877  

Children    1. Ada Grace RIDLING,   b. 8 May 1878, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 15 Jun 1960  (Age 82 years) 

  2. Mabel Edith Maud RIDLING,   b. 2 Mar 1880, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 27 Sep 1966  (Age 86 years) 

+  3. Laura Violet RIDLING,   b. 23 Apr 1882, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 19 Sep 1957, Auckland, NZL   (Age 75 years) 

  4. Amy Jane Rose RIDLING,   b. 28 Apr 1884, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 26 Oct 1884, Auckland, NZL   (Age 0 years) 

+  5. Andrew Laurence William RIDLING,   b. 24 Apr 1886, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 16 Sep 1938, Auckland, NZL   (Age 52 years) 

  6. Randolph Gordon RIDLING,   b. 17 Mar 1888, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 18 Jan 1975, Wellington, NZL   (Age 86 years) 

+  7. Lewis Robert RIDLING,   b. 20 Mar 1890, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 18 Jan 1975  (Age 84 years) 

  8. Albert Scott RIDLING,   b. 28 Apr 1891, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 15 Feb 1953  (Age 61 years) 

  9. Stephen Gray RIDLING,   b. 1 Mar 1893, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 12 Jan 1902, Auckland, NZL   (Age 8 years) 

+  10. Malcolm Leslie RIDLING,   b. 22 Aug 1894, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 16 Feb 1976, Ruawai, Northland, NZL   (Age 81 years) 

  11. Ellen Catherine RIDLING,   b. 18 May 1896, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 31 Dec 1963  (Age 67 years) 

  12. David Henry RIDLING,   b. 14 Jun 1897, Auckland, NZL ,   d. 15 Feb 1898, Auckland, NZL   (Age 0 years) 
 

Last Modified 8 Aug 2014  

Family ID F302792  

 

 
 

Name Andrew RIDLING  

Born 11 Mar 1854  20 Wall Street, Bishopwearmouth, DUR, ENG   

Gender Male  

Baptism 2 Apr 1854  St. Peter’s Church, Sunderland, DUR, ENG   

Occupation Brickmaker, labourer  

Died 14 Sep 1940  Auckland, NZL   

Buried Waikumete Cemetery, West Auckland, NZL   

• Presbyterian division 

Person ID I412201  Shetland 

Last Modified 8 Aug 2014  

https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewEntity.do?code=26719
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=25520705
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=25520705
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=25520706
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=25520706
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=25525842
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewFullItem.do?code=25525842
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I412331&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I412334&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I412340&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/descend.php?personID=I412346&tree=ID1
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewEntity.do?code=26719
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Wellington%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Ruawai%2C+Northland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=20+Wall+Street%2C+Bishopwearmouth%2C+DUR%2C+ENG&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=St.+Peter%E2%80%99s+Church%2C+Sunderland%2C+DUR%2C+ENG&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Auckland%2C+NZL&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Waikumete+Cemetery%2C+West+Auckland%2C+NZL&tree=ID1
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Births BDM NZ…  

 

Registration 

Number 

Family Name Given Name(s) Mother's Given 

Name(s) 

Father's Given 

Name(s) 

Still 

Birth 

1893/727 Ridling Stephen Gray Ellen Andrew - 

1896/791 Ridling Ellen Catharine Ellen Andrew - 

1891/1110 Ridling Albert Scott Ellen Andrew - 

1894/11683 Ridling Malcolm Leslie Ellen Andrew - 

1890/5564 Ridling Lewis Robert Helen Andrew - 

1880/206 Ridling Mabel Edith Maud Ellen Andrew - 

1897/7997 Ridling David Henry Ellen Andrew - 

1882/17857 Ridling Laura Violet Ellen Andrew - 

1878/7798 Ridling Ada Grace Ellen Andrew - 

1888/12929 Ridling Randolph Gordon Helen Andrew - 

1884/11328 Ridling Amy Jane Rose Ellen Andrew - 

1886/4775 Ridling Andrew Lawrence 

William 

Ellen Andrew - 

 

 
Event Type: Immigration 

Event Date: 21 Nov 1874 

Event Place: Otago, New Zealand 

Event Place (Original): Otago, New Zealand 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Single 

Nationality: Shetland 

Occupation: agricl labr 

Departure Date: 27 Aug 1874 

Departure Place: Otago 

Departure Port: Glasgow 

Arrival Port: Otago 

Ship Name: Auckland 

Record Number: 270 

 

 

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dcsur%24bcsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dcfirst%24bcfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dmfirst#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dmfirst#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dffirst#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dffirst#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dcstill#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dcstill#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1893%2F727
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1896%2F791
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1891%2F1110
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1894%2F11683
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1890%2F5564
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1880%2F206
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1897%2F7997
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1882%2F17857
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1878%2F7798
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1888%2F12929
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1884%2F11328
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1886%2F4775
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Name Lawrence RIDLING  

Born 11 Mar 1854  20 Wall Street, Bishopwearmouth, DUR, ENG   

Gender Male  

Died UNKNOWN  

Person ID I412200  Shetland 

Last Modified 1 Aug 2014  

 

Family knowledge… 

Randolph (then director of Wellington Technical College) quoted in the College 

Jubilee booklet in 1936 “the most powerful influence in my life has been 

extended by my father. He is a kindly placid man with a ready wit and natural 

humour. During my early days he taught me many things but best of all he 

showed me how to meet adversity and to learn from it”. 

Malcolm Leslie Ridling was Andrew and Ellen’s 10th child. Malcolm was born in 

Auckland on 22 August 1895. He married Gladys Martha Bennett, who was born 

on 21 June 1896, in New Plymouth, the second daughter of George William 

Bennett and Annie May Julian. George and Annie May were married in New 

Plymouth on 5 December 1893. Malcolm was educated to proficiency level at the 

Richmond Road School and at 17 years of age he left Auckland to work as a farm 

hand for Mr. A.G. Kendall at Ruawai. 

Annie May Julian was born 1 May 1873 in New Plymouth and died in Auckland 

on 30 August 1940.  

 

 

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=20+Wall+Street%2C+Bishopwearmouth%2C+DUR%2C+ENG&tree=ID1
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Early births for Ridland… BDM New Zealand…  

 

Registration 

Number 

Family Name Given Name(s) Mother's Given 

Name(s) 

Father's Given 

Name(s) 

Still 

Birth 

1877/11253 Ridland Isabella Jane Martha James - 

1879/1341 Ridland Mitchell Agnes Mitchell - 

1878/14004 Ridland Christina Elizabeth William - 

1877/4098 Ridland Margaret Agnes Agnes Mitchell - 

1875/8877 Ridland Agnes Ellen Elizabeth William - 

1879/997 Ridland John Robert Martha James - 

1874/49412 Ridland Alexander Elizabeth Jane Alexander - 

 
Early deaths for Ridling…BDM New Zealand…  

 

1888/1991 Ridling Jane 72Y 

1884/3335 Ridling Amy Jane Rose 6M 

 

1893/3249 Ridling Arthur Robert 11D 

 

1895/1159 Ridling Winifred Margaret 2Y 

1895/2469 Ridling Margaret Ann 51Y 

 

 
  

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dnatno#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dcsur%24bcsur%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dcfirst%24bcfirst%24#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dmfirst#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dmfirst#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dffirst#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dffirst#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dcstill#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FbirthSelect.m%3Fsort%3Dcstill#matches
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1877%2F11253
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1879%2F1341
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1878%2F14004
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1877%2F4098
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1875%2F8877
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1879%2F997
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1874%2F49412
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1888%2F1991
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1884%2F3335
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1893%2F3249
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1895%2F1159
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1895%2F2469
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CHAPTER SIX  

MALCOM RIDLING AND GLADYS BENNETT  

KNOWN GENERATION SIX 
Known: Generation one: Laurence and Janet 1735. Generation two: Thomas and daughter of Elspet 1761. 

Generation three: Ninian and Margaret 1784. Generation four: Robert and Jane 1815.  
Generation five: Andrew and Ellen. Generation six: Malcom and Gladys   

 

 

 Family information … 

Malcolm Leslie Ridling was Andrew and Ellen’s 10th child. Malcolm was born in 

Auckland on 22 August 1895. He married Gladys Martha Bennett, who was born 

on 21 June 1896, in New Plymouth, the second daughter of George William 

Bennett and Annie May Julian. George and Annie May were married in New 

Plymouth on 5 December 1893. Malcolm was educated to proficiency level at the 

Richmond Road School and at 17 years of age he left Auckland to work as a farm 

hand for Mr. A.G. Kendall at Ruawai. 

Annie May Julian was born 1 May 1873 in New Plymouth and died in Auckland 

on 30 August1940.   

 

/// 

Malcolm was born about: 22 August 1894 

At: Auckland New Zealand 

 Died about: 16 February 1976 

At: Ruawai, New Zealand 

Buried: RSA Cemetery at Dargaville. 

Married: 21 June 1896  

At: New Plymouth, New Zealand 

To: Gladys Martha Bennett 

She was born about: 21 June1896 

At: New Plymouth 

Died about: 26 February1960 

At; Auckland 

Buried: Purewa Cemetery in Auckland 
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They had the following children… 

 
Following names and births are from family information. To date no official records… 

 

1/. Doreen Gladys Wrathall born 1920 

2/. Mervyn Leslie Ridling, born in 1921 and killed in action at 

the Sangro River in Italy during the Second World War. 2 

December 1943. 

3/. Owen Alfred Ridling born 1923 

4/. Clifton Gordon Ridling born 1925 

5/. Raymond Ridling (twin to Desmond) born in 1926 

6/. Desmond Ridling (twin to Raymond) born 1926 died 1926 

7/. Thelma Jean Marinkovich born 1 January 1928 

8/. Colleen May Blackbourn (twin to Colin) born 1930 

9/. Colin Neil Ridling (twin to Colleen) born 1930 

10/. Norma Fay Smith born 1932 
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Family information… 

In 1914 Malcolm registered for compulsory military training and was attached to 

B Company of the North Auckland Regiment. On 19 October he was sent to 

Trentham Military Camp for Army training before being sent to Flanders in 

France. On 30th September 1916, he was wounded in action at Flanders and 

invalided to England for rehabilitation after which he spend some time on 

administrative duties before being reassigned to the cycle corps in France where 

he served until the wars end. 

After the war Malcolm obtained 50 acres of land from an Ex-Services ballot at 

Simpson Road on the Ruawai flat lands. Simpson Road is just to the south east 

end of the township. It was the first farm on Simpson Road on the right hand 

side. Malcolm and Gladys established a dairy farm and sold their milk as Town 

Supply and the residue to the local dairy factory. They subsequently added to the 

farm by purchasing another 130 acres. 

During the Second World War, Malcolm served in the Home Guard in the 

Northland area. He continued to farm at Ruawai until 1974 when he retired to 

Whangarei. He and Gladys had separated for some years prior to her death on 

26 February 1960 in Auckland aged 64. Gladys is buried at the Purewa 

Cemetery in Auckland. Malcolm died on 16th February 1976 aged 81 years and 

is buried in the RSA Cemetery at Dargaville. 

 
MALCOLM LESLIE RIDLING 

New Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966 

 

Name: Malcolm Leslie Ridling 

Event Type: Birth 

Event Date: 1894 

Event Place: New Zealand 

Father's Name: Andrew Ridling 

Mother's Name: Ellen Ridling 

Registration Number: 1894/11683 

 
Family Gladys Martha BENNETT,   b. 1896,   d. 1960  (Age 64 years)  

Children    1. Mervyn Leslie RIDLING,   b. 1922, NZL ,   d. 2 Dec 1943, Italy   (Age 21 years) 
 

Last Modified 8 Aug 2014  

Family ID F302895  

 

 

Name Mervyn Leslie RIDLING  

Born 1922  NZL   

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q24K-RT7B
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q24K-RTW7
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=NZL
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?tree=ID1&psearch=Italy
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=NZL&tree=ID1
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Gender Male  

Died 2 Dec 1943  Italy   

• From wounds sustained 

Buried Sangro River War Cemetery, Torino de Sangro, Abruzzo, Italy   

• XVI. B. 27. 

Person ID I412348  Shetland 

Last Modified 8 Aug 2014  

 
 

  

https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Italy&tree=ID1
https://www.bayanne.info/Shetland/placesearch.php?psearch=Sangro+River+War+Cemetery%2C+Torino+de+Sangro%2C+Abruzzo%2C+Italy&tree=ID1
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
THE KNOWN FAMILY OF ‘GLADYS MARTHA BENNETT’ 

GEORGE BENNETT AND MARTHA 

Known: Generation one: George and Martha 

 

(Arrived in New Zealand on the good ship ‘Avalanche’ 1875) 
 

George senior was born about: 1834 

At:  Tonbridge, Kent, England 

 died about: 

At; 

Buried: 

Married: Martha  

At: 

To: 

She was born about: 1849 

At: St Pancras, Middlesex, England 

Died about: 

At; 

Buried: 

 

They had the following children… 

 

1/. Frederick C 1869    

2/. George W 1870    

3/. Alfred 1873 

4/. Charles 1874  
 

Death… BDM NZ order certificate to get parents of George… 

 

1920/2331 Bennett George 76Y 

1875/5193 Bennett Martha 25Y 

 

 

 

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1920%2F2331
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1875%2F5193
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MARTHA 

 

was born about: 

At: 

She died about: 

Married: 

At: 

To: 

He was born about: 

Died about: 

 

They had the following children… 

 

 
1871 Census England… 

 

Name: George W Bennett 

Event Type: Census 

Event Date: 1871 

Event Place: South Shoebury, Essex, England, United 

Kingdom 

Event Place (Original): Shoebury, South, South Shoebury, Essex, 

England 

Sub-District: Wakering, Great 

Enumeration District: 5 

Gender: Male 

Age: 0 

Birth Year (Estimated): 1871 

Birthplace: South Shoebury, Essex 

Relationship to Head of Household: Son 

Relationship to Head of Household 

(Original): 

Son 

Affiliate Image Identifier: GBC/1871/1670/0135 
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Household 

Role 

Sex 

Age 

Birthplace 

George Bennett 

Head 

Male 

37 

Tonbridge, Kent 

Martha Bennett 

Wife 

Female 

22 

St Pancras, Middlesex 

Frederick C Bennett 

Son 

Male 

2 

South Shoebury, Essex 

George W Bennett 

Son 

Male 

0 

South Shoebury, Essex 

Joseph Cantele 

Nephew 

Male 

12 

South Shoebury, Essex 

Richard Nichols 

Boarder 

Male 

20 

Bethnal Green, Middlesex 

 
Immigration to New Zealand 1874-1875…included in the family was a Joseph Cantell registered as an 

adult. 1871 census registered as a nephew…  

 

Name: George Bennett • Edit 

Event Type: Immigration 

Event Date: 21 Jan 1875 • Edit 

Event Place: Taranaki, New Zealand • Edit 

Event Place (Original): Taranaki, New Zealand 

Departure Date: 1874 • Edit 

Arrival Port: Taranaki 

Ship Name: Avalanche 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFF5-WM6
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFF5-WMX
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFF5-WMF
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFF5-WMJ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFF5-WMV
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Officiator's Name: Thos Bishop • Edit 

Record Number: 389 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W4XM-W3W2
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

GEORGE WILLIAM BENNETT  

AND ANNIE MAY JULIAN 

Known: Generation one: George and Martha. Generation two: George W and Annie May.  
Generation three: Gladys Martha. 

 

 

Family information… 

George William Bennett was born on the 7 April 1870, in Essex England and 

died on 10 January 1936 in Ruawai. The Bennett family came to New Zealand in 

1874 and settled in the Taranaki Region. When George reached adulthood, he 

farmed at Durham Road near Inglewood. He spent some time as the Mayor of 

Inglewood. In 1914 George moved his family to a farm in Ruawai. 

 

George and Annie May were married in New Plymouth on 5 December 1893. 

Parents: George William Bennett and Annie May Julian 

George was born 7 April 1870 Essex England. 

 

/// 

 

George William was born about: 1870 

At:  South Shoebury, Essex, England 

Died about:   

At; 

Buried: 

Married: 5 December 1893  

At: New Plymouth, New Zealand 

To: Annie May Julian 

She was born about: 1873 

At: New Zealand  

Died about: 1940 

At: New Zealand 

Buried: 
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They had the following children… 

 

1913/7819 Bennett George William Annie May George William 

1902/1755 Bennett Iday May Annie May George William-  

1896/4492 Bennett Gladys Martha Annie May George William  

1899/14420 Bennett Stanley Fred Annie May George William 

1905/21965 Bennett Annie May Annie May George William 

1897/12388 Bennett Cecil Charles Annie May George William  

1903/10978 Bennett Doris Irene Annie May George William 

1894/12707 Bennett Reginald George Annie May George William 

1910/21487 Bennett Rita Muriel Annie May George William 

1904/19094 Bennett Hilda Annie Annie May George William 

 
ANNIE MAY JULIAN  

 

Annie May Julian was the daughter of Henry John Julian and Martha Jane Fox.  

She was born in New Zealand. 1873. 

 
Birth… 

 

1873/670 Julian Annie May Martha Jane Henry John - Order Product 
 

Death… 

 

1940/26614 Bennett Annie May 67Y 

 

  

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1873%2F670
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1940%2F26614
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JULIAN 

(Arrived in New Zealand on the good ship…?) 

 
HENRY JOHN JULIAN AND MARTHA JANE FOX 

Known: Generation one: Henry and Martha 

 
Need to get this marriage certificate to find parents of Henry John…At BDM NZ  

 

1871/9135 Martha Jane Fox Henry John Julian 

 

Henry was born about: 

At: 

He died about: 

Married: 1871 

At: New Zealand 

To: Martha Jane Fox 

She was born about: 1852 

At: New Zealand 

Died about: 

At:  

 

They had the following children… 
 

Births…BDM NZ… 

 

1881/16863 Julian Albert Edward Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

1882/10267 Julian Frank Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

1879/101 Julian Richard Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

1890/13986 Julian Stella Emerald Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

1884/4132 Julian Newton Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

1878/3940 Julian Ethel Rose Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

1873/670 Julian Annie May Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

1876/15898 Julian Ernest Leverick Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

1893/10080 Julian George Hector Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

1871/202 Julian William Henry Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

1887/19374 Julian Monty Douglas Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

1874/954 Julian Florence Elizabeth Martha Jane Henry John-Order Product 

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1871%2F9135
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1881%2F16863
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1882%2F10267
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1879%2F101
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1890%2F13986
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1884%2F4132
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1878%2F3940
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1873%2F670
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1876%2F15898
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1893%2F10080
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1871%2F202
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1887%2F19374
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1874%2F954
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Name: Henry John Julian 

Event Type: Marriage 

Event Date: 1871 

Event Place: New Zealand 

Gender: Male 

Spouse's Name: Martha Jane Fox 

Spouse's Gender: Female 

Registration Number: 1871/9135 

 

Name: Henry John Julian • Edit 

Event Type: Probate 

Event Date: 1916 • Edit 

Event Place: New Plymouth, Taranaki, New 
Zealand • Edit 

Agency: ABAJ 

Court Name: New Plymouth 

Accession: W4079 

Note: Year Range: 1916 - 1916 

Item Code: R14561752 

Box Number: 24 

Record Number: 1959 

Series Name: New Plymouth probate files, 1867-
1981 

Series Number: 21954 

Container: C352778 

First Image Number: 460 

Last Image Number: 471 

Number of Images: 12 

 

Name: Henry John Julian 

Event Type: Death 

Event Date: 1916 

Event Place: New Zealand 

Age (Estimated): 69 

Birth Date: 1847 

Registration Number: 1916/4204 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q24V-MNS7
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Photo added by pga 

Add Photos Request Photo 

HENRY JOHN “HARRY” JULIAN 

BIRTH 1846 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/user/profile/48425173
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/147212610
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BIRTH 1846 

Taranaki, New Zealand 

DEATH 19 Apr 1916 (aged 69–70) 

Taranaki, New Zealand 

BURIAL Inglewood Cemetery 

Inglewood, New Plymouth District, Taranaki, New Zealand 

PLOT Memorial Area, Row L Plot 1S 

MEMORIAL ID 147212610 · View Source 

 

Taranaki, New Zealand 

DEATH 19 Apr 1916 (aged 69–70) 

Taranaki, New Zealand 

BURIAL Inglewood Cemetery 

Inglewood, New Plymouth District, Taranaki, New Zealand 

PLOT Memorial Area, Row L Plot 1S 

MEMORIA

L ID 

147212610 · View Source 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2331282/inglewood-cemetery
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/147212610#source
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2331282/inglewood-cemetery
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/147212610#source
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FOX 

BENJAMIN FOX AND FANNY OLD 

Known: Generation one: Benjamin and Fanny. Generation two:  
 

(Arrived in New Zealand on the good ship…?) 

 

Benjamin was born about: 1823 

At:  

He died about: 1897 

Married: 1851  

At: New Zealand 

To: Fanny Old 

She was born about: 

Died about: 

 
Marriage: BDM NZ… 

 

1851/1268 Fanny Old Benjamin Fox 

1851/1626 Fanny Old Benjamin Fox 

 

They had the following children… 
 

1857/77 Fox Ann Fanny Benjamin - 

1854/1261 Fox Benjamin Leverick Fanny Benjamin - 

1852/1102 Fox Martha Jane Fanny Benjamin - 

1865/10338 Fox Louisa Fanny Benjamin - 

1863/5776 Fox Alice Elizabeth Fanny Benjamin - 

1861/6638 Fox Ellen Fanny Benjamin - 

1858/4691 Fox Julia Fanny Benjamin - 

 

  

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1851%2F1268
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1851%2F1626
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1857%2F77
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1854%2F1261
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1852%2F1102
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1865%2F10338
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1863%2F5776
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1861%2F6638
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1858%2F4691
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MARTHA JANE FOX 

Known: Generation one: Benjamin and Fanny. Generation two: Martha Jane. 

 

 

Birth: BDM NZ 

 

1852/1102 Fox Martha Jane Fanny Benjamin - 

 

Martha was born about: 1852 

At: New Zealand 

She died about: 

Married: 

At: 

To: Henry John Julian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1852%2F1102
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‘AVALANCHE’ 
 

Taranaki Herald, 23 January 1875, Page 2 

Arrival - January 22 - Avalanche, ship, 1,160 tons, Thomas Bishop, from London, with 260 

immigrants. 

Departure - January 23 -Avalanche, fine iron clipper ship, for Wellington. 

ARRIVAL OF THE SHIP 'AVALANCHE.' 

The ship 'Avalanche,' Captain Bishop, made the offing early yesterday morning, dropping 

anchor in the roadstead about 7 o'clock. This is the first immigrant ship that has visited the port 

for nearly twenty years, and the event is one of great importance to the Province. No sooner was 

the vessel signalled, than active preparations were made for landing the passengers. The Health 

Officer (Dr. O'Carroll) and Mr. Hulke, the Immigration Agent, went on board, and having 

inspected the immigrants, the single women were placed in the boats and brought ashore first, 

after which the remainder of the passengers were landed as fast as the boats could pass to and 

from the ship. By the time the first cargo boat reached the shore, a large number of persons had 

assembled on the beach, which had a lively appearance throughout the day. The passengers 

together with their luggage were landed carefully and expeditiously, and Messrs. Boswell & Co. 

deserve every credit for the manner they carried out the work. 

 

The 'Avalanche' was built under the immediate superintendence of Captain Bishop, in the well-

known yards of Messrs. Alexander Hall & Co., of Aberdeen. Her length is 215 feet; beam, 30 

feet, with a depth of hold, 21 feet; net tonnage, 1,100 tons, but she will carry nearly 2,500 tons, 

her registered measurement being 1,210 tons. She is an iron ship of the highest class; her. lower 

masts are tubular iron, being made out of boiler plate; her fore and main yards and lower fore 

and main topsail yards are also iron. She is calculated to carry 350 adult immigrants. She has 

nine patent ventilators through her decks, besides hatchways and side lights. She is fitted 

according to " Lloyd's" specification in every respect and has on board a steam winch and steam 

windlass for weighing the anchors. She was built expressly to the order of Messrs. Shaw, 

Saville, & Co., and intended for the New Zealand trade. 

 

The 'Avalanche' was christened by Mrs. Bishop, the captain's wife; and the name was suggested 

by Mr. Temple, of the Alpine Club, one of the partners of the firm of Shaw, Saville, and Co. She 

was launched on the 29th August last. Her saloons are admirably fitted; the side cabins are fitted 

with standing berths, under which are placed drawers for passengers, and all the conveniences 

which tend to mitigate the dreariness of a sea voyage. The walls are lined with polished bird's-

eye maple, inlaid with teak; the ceilings are pure white, with gold mouldings. The captain's 

cabin is very spacious and furnished with polished walnut fittings. The chief saloon has no mast. 

running through it and is very spacious. The side handrails are teak (polished), with electro-

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~nzbound/index.htm


~ 112 ~ 
 
plated mounts. The partitions, &c, are all polished bird's-eye maple, inlaid with teak. At the 

entrance is a curved sideboard, of white marble; around which runs a handsome brass railing. A 

large looking-glass, surmounted by a clock, runs the length of this, and forms a handsome 

ornament to the saloon, which is well lighted' by a clerestory skylight, glazed with bent 

ornamental matted glass. The ceiling is painted pure white and ornamented with gilt mouldings. 

On each side of the various passages leading to the cabins, arc small brackets gilt, picked out 

with blue and vermillion. The seats are provided with reversible backs padded, with velvet 

covers and carved ends. The general effect on entering the cabin, is that it is very light and 

cheerful, and the fittings resemble those of a yacht, more than of a trader. Evidently, Messrs. 

Shaw, Saville, and Co. have an eye to preserving their laurels, and prevent them being w rested 

from them by the New Zealand Shipping Company. Her decks are spacious; there are four 

deckhouses for the men, besides accommodation for twenty-seven more in the forecastle 

Adjoining the deckhouses is a well-arranged galley and cook-house; and next this the donkey 

engine, for working the steam winch and windlass. Between decks, she has seven feet of head-

room; and, although lumbered with the passengers' luggage, &c, appeared very spacious. The 

department for the single women is divided off, and inaccessible except from the poop, behind 

the saloon. No intermingling of the passengers has been allowed during the passage. The 

married people occupied the middle of the 'tween decks; while the single men were forward, and 

during the passage were not allowed further aft than the mainmast and could communicate with 

the other ends of the vessel by signal only. In every respect she may be looked upon as a model 

for emigrant ships. The passengers, nem. con., express themselves very well pleased with the 

treatment received on board — with the one exception of being on short allowance of food, the 

scale not being sufficiently large to meet the demands of a healthy, sea appetite. 

 

The 'Avalanche' has on board a silver cup for the Wellington Regatta, presented by Messrs. 

Shaw, Saville, & Co. 

 

From the log we take the following extracts — "The 'Avalanche' left Gravesend on the 22nd 

October, 1874, and lost sight of the Lizard Point, on the 27th October ; sighted San Antonio, one 

of the Cape de Verd Islands on the 13th November; crossed the live on the 25th, thirty-four days 

after leaving Gravesend, but made too ninch westing, and got becalmed off the Brazilian Coast 

while crossing the S.E. trades. Sighted the Croizettes, Hog Island, and the Twelve Apostles 

commenced running eastwards about the 17th December. From this date to the 1 7 January, both 

days inclusive she made 7,636 nautical miles, -her quickest days’ work having been 300 miles, 

whilst her daily average during this time was 13½ knots an hour; for thirty-two days she 

averaged 238½ miles daily. During the voyage only two vessels were spoken, both bound for 

Melbourne, —the 'Benvovrick' and the 'Romanouff' (the family name of the Duchess of 

Edinburgh). This latter ship was built alongside the 'Avalanche' and was launched the day 

previous and sailed from Gravesend two days after the 'Avalanche,' and was spoken on the 5th 

January 1875, in longitude 46 °S. and 87ºE. latitude. The first land sighted was Mount Egmont 

on the 21st instant and anchored yesterday morning in the roadstead. On the whole she has had a 

very fair passage. At first, she experienced head winds and calms, afterwards very fine, when 

she commenced her easting." 
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She brings 258 immigrants on this trip, equal to 320 souls and 8 cabin passengers. She carries on 

59 immigrants to Wellington, including the crew she had 371 souls on board. She has room for 

30 first-class cabin passengers. Three births have taken place during the voyage, and five deaths. 

This is her first trip, and Captain Bishop reports that owing to light winds he has not had a fair 

opportunity of trying what the ship could do, and had he not been becalmed would have made 

the passage in less than 80 days. 

 

CAPTAIN BISHOP SPEAKS HIGHLY OF THE ROADSTEAD 

SHIP CLEARED AND AWAY IN TWELVE HOURS 

Captain Bishop (formerly of the 'Wild Duck' and 'Haloione') expressed very great surprise at the 

easiness with which though anchorage was approached, and still more at the rapid despatch with 

which the emigrants were landed. He says the roadstead, hag been very much traduced, and he 

would not hesitate to bring a much larger vessel into the roadstead. He thought Captain Holford 

was only chaffing him when he said the ' Avalanche' would be able to sail for Wellington the 

same night, but there is the fact accomplished; he has come in, landed his passengers, and sailed 

— all within twelve hours. The following testimonial was presented to Captain Bishop and Dr. 

Doyle, previous to the passengers leaving the vessel : — 

 

TESTIMONIAL TO THE CAPTAIN AND DOCTOR 

Ship 'Avalanche,' January 22, 1875. 

To Messrs. Bishop and Doyle, — 

Gentlemen, — We the emigrants on hoard the 'Avalanche,' at the termination of our voyage of 

ninety-one days fifteen hours' duration, feel called on to express the high opinion we entertain of 

your professional skill, and to thank you for the courtesy and kindness you manifested iv your 

daily intercourse with us. 

    The captain (Mr. Bishop) has always shown himself most watchful of our welfare, and in the 

discharge of his onerous duties has displayed such firmness tempered with kindness as to win 

the ready cooperation of all on board, and to make us feel we were under the guidance of a 

perfectly competent seaman and gentleman. 

    Of the surgeon (Mr. Doyle) we can say he was most affable and courteous, whilst he always 

displayed the greatest anxiety and watchfulness not only over his patients, but also over all the 

passengers. He was ever ready, day and night, to hear our complaints and to minister to our 

wants ; and the absence of any serious or infectious disease, is, in a great measure, due to his 

attention and skill. To both gentlemen we tender our heartfelt gratitude for having landed us in 

safety, after such a long and perilous journey. 

    We cannot let this opportunity pass without bearing witness to the great professional skill and 

untiring exertions displayed by the first and second officers (Messrs. Bolin and Woods), and to 

thank them also for the courtesy and kindness they showed to make us feel contented and happy. 

We trust in our separation that all will carry away with them grateful remembrances of the days 

spent on hoard the 'Avalanche,' and that the shortcomings of any offender may be forgotten, so 

that a bitter thought may not arise out of the voyage. To carry out this wish, if any have 

misbehaved or offended, we strongly recommend them not only to lenity but to mercy, for 

"The quality of mercy is not strained, 

It droppeth like the gentle rain from heaven on the place beneath 

It is twice blessed, it blessed him that gives and him that takes, 
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It is mightiest in the mighty and becomes the throned monarch better than his crown." 

 

In conclusion, we have only to wish the captain and officers a safe voyage home to the bosom of 

their families and friends, and to all and each a happy and prosperous future.  

 
The following is a corrected list of the passengers by the ship ' Avalanche’: — 

 

Barrett, John, 40; Catherine, 40; Ellen, 19; Mary, 16; Susan, 14; Elizabeth, 13; Alfred John, 9; 

James, 7 Sarah, 3; Richard, 1. 

Bennett, George, 38 ; Martha, 28 ; Frederick, 6 ; George, 5 ; Alfred, 2 ; Charles, 1I— Kent, 

Billinghearst Henry, 37; Martha, 34 ; William, 9. 

Bishop, William, 21 (single): George, 17 (single) ; Enoch, 14 (single). 

Bond, Richard, 21 (single). 

Bottin, Thomas, 43; Sarah, 43; Catherine. 19 ; Thomas, 9 ; Emma, 7 ; Peter, 5. 

Box, George Henry, 20 (single). 

Bourne, Mary Ann, 39 (single). 

Bullock, Walter, 20 (single) 

Buirghe, Samuel, 26 (single). 

Burnham, Charles, 30; Mary, 31; Hannah, 13; Walter, 8; Charlotte, 5; Elizabeth, 2; Alfred, 1. 

Bushy, Jason, 38 ; Sophia A., 38 ; Louisa, 17 ; Joseph, 14; Matilda, 11; Emma, 9; Henry, 7; 

Annie, i. 

Coulter, Edward, 13 (single). 

Campbell, Joseph, 16 (single) 

Carvell, Fred J., 19 (single). 

Christian, Thomas, 32; Mary, 23; Julia, 4; Alfred, 3 ; Thomas, 1. 

Clark, .Samuel J., 32 (single). 

Clark, John, 30; Elizabeth, 31 ; Henry, 11. 

Coombes, Charles, 28 (single) 

Cole, William, 22 (single) 

Crook, William, 21 (single) 

Cummings, Herbert, 20 (single) 

Dunne, Francis, 40; Eliza, 89; Mary Ann, 18; Johanna, 16, Margaret Bridget, 15; Arabella, 14; 

Patrick, 12; Edmund, 10; Eliza, 7; Francis, 1 

Daney, Sarah, 28 (single) 

Douch, George, 25,Phillis, 21 ; Eleanor, 

Duffield, Kate, 18 (single) 

Durtnell, John, 37 (single) 

Divitnell, John, 37. 

Ellenn, Thomas, 36 (single) 

Faubney, Lewis, 21 (single) 

Fernie, Francis, 33; Alexander, 26; Betsie, 28 ; Cuthbert W., infant. 

Florey, Henry, 32; Elizabeth, 30; Henry, 11 ; Edwin, 1. 

Fiseenden, John, 25 (single) ; Ellen, 19 (single). 

Funge, Henry, 2C (single). 

Giles, Thomas, 19 (single). 



~ 115 ~ 
 
Gilchrist, James, 21. 

Hall, George H., 23 ; Margaret, 21. 

Hall, James M., 21 (single). 

Harding William, 27; Maria, 24. 

Harrison, George, 20 (single) 

Haskell, Samuel, 24 (single) 

Hayhow, William, 27 ; Eliza, 26 ; Henry, 1 ; Martha, 4; William, 2; Eliza, 11. 

Hewitt, Alfred, 22; Hannah, 27; Elizabeth, 2 ; Emma, 1. 

Hodges, James, 19 (single). 

Hodges, Jose, 24 (single). 

Hodge, John, 23 (single). 

Hodgkin, Charles, 30; Caroline. 29; Nunine, 6; Rose, 1. 

Hogan, Mary, 19 (single). 

Hollis, Henry, 34 ; Eliza, 38 ; George, 8 ; Richard, 5 ; Mary, 3 ; Hannah, 2. 

Holmes, John, 22; Maria, 22; Emily, 2; John, 1. 

Hughes, Stephen, 36 ; Eliza, 32; Stephen, 13; Thomas, 9 ; John, 7 ; William, 4 ; George, 2. 

Jeffery, Edward, 33 ; Louisa, 34 ; Jane, 16, Edward, 12; Alice, 10; Sarah, 8. 

Johnston, Alfred, 22 (single) 

Jones, Thomas, 40 (single). 

King, Phillip, 31; Sarah, 30; Emily, 9; George, 7 ; Alice, 6 ; Rose, 5. 

Knowler, Henry, 25 ; Martha, 20 ; Henry, 1 ; Richard, 1. 

Lankstead, Walter, 18 (single). 

Landgridge, John, 22 (single). 

Lawrence, William, 29 ; Elizabeth, 26 ; Albert, 9 ; William, 7 ; Kate, 5 ; Walter, 2. 

Lepper, Charles, 19, (single). 

Marin, Mary J., 17 (single). 

Martin, John, 28 (single). 

Mathews, Robert, 25; Catherine, 30 ; George, 3. 

Miller, Alfred, 18 (single). 

Miles, James, 45 ; Jane, 38 ; James, 12 

Miles, Rhoda, 17 (single). 

Miles, William, 15 (single). 

Millgate, Jane, 46 (single). 

Neary, Patrick, 33 ; Margaret, 28 ; Mary, 5. 

Neill, James, 36 ; Catherine, 21. 

Pearson, Elizabeth, 16 (single). 

Pett, Alfred, 22 (single). 

Pope, Annie, 30 (single). 

Radden, David, 23 (single). 

Raven, John, 40; Charlotte, 30; Mary, 16; Alice, 13; Peter, 13; Elizabeth, 11, Hannah, 8 ; Emily, 

6 ; Henry, 4 ; Florence, 1. 

Rattenbury, Henry, 35 (single). 

Recce, Thomas, 23 (single). 

Reeves, Edward, 21 (single). 

Roe, Matthew, 21 (single). 

Sands, Thomas, 23; Caroline, 26; Sarah, 2; Ambrose, 1. 

Seamark, Margaret, 15 (single). 
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Seamark, William, 39 (single) ; William, 15 (single). 

Singerson, Thomas, 33 ; Sarah, 33. 

Smith, Sarah 23 (single). 

Smith, Raymond, 30 ; Sarah, 25 ; Charles, 5 ; James, 3 ; Emma, 1. 

Stroud, Henry, 31 ; Mary Ann, 29 ; Henry, 7; John, 5. 

Surrey, Isaac, 34; Mary, 26; Robert, 9; Alfred, 8 ; Percy, 6 ; Louisa, 3. 

Swinerd. Humphrey, 36 ; Francis, 32 ; Humphrey, 13; Charles, 11; Fanny, 10; Arthur, 8; 

Martha, 6; Ellen, 4; Ebenezer, 21. 

Taylor, William, 34 ; Emma, 33 ; John, 9 ; Walter, 6; Esther, 3; Eliza, 1. 

Taylor, Edward, 19 (single). 

Tepper, Charles, 19 (single). 

Thornc, Frederick, 19 (single). 

Tissenden, John, 25 (single). 

Tissenden, Ellen, 19 (single). 

Tucker, Dennis, 30 ; Jane, 24. 

Weller, Alfred W., 18, (single). 

Wallis, James, 22 ; Celia, 20. 

Wheatson, Stephen, 28 (single). 

Wealherell, Emily, 20 (single). 

Wood, Joe, 26 ; Alice, 25. 

 

The ' Cospatrick.' — We notice that the wife of the late Captain Elmslie was on board the lost 

ship ' Cospatrick,' and was therefore drowned. We see from Sydney newspapers to hand, that the 

three survivors of the 'Cospatrick' were landed at Singapore, the steamer 'British Sceptre' by 

which the were picked up having been bound from Liverpool to the East. 

Taranaki Herald, 27 January 1875, Page 2 

The Immigrants by the 'Avalanche.' — Most of the immigrants that arrived by this vessel have 

found employment. Out of fifty-seven single men who entered the depot, only twenty-one now 

remain. More than half that number have been engaged privately, at rates varying from six 

shillings to eight shillings per day — the greater number engaged by the day being at eight 

shillings. Fifteen families have been engaged by the Government. They will be employed in 

felling and clearing bush, about three chains wide, along the line of branch roads in front of the 

sections which will shortly be put up for sale. Three families started for the Moa Block 

yesterday morning, and twelve single men have agreed to go out too. Several of the single girls 

have been engaged, and there are a few heads of families left who prefer seeking employment in 

town. 

 

Those who visited the 'Avalanche' on Friday last, and made enquiries on the subject, were 

informed by Captain Bishop that he was unable to broach his Taranaki cargo, although it was 

lying immediately under the hatches, on the top of that destined for Wellington; as if he were to 

do so not only would his insurance be vitiated but he would be rendered liable to an action for 

undue detention on his arrival in Wellington, and expressed his regret for having to carry on 

goods destined for this place, but he had no alternative. Owing to the condition of the roadstead 

having been so grossly misrepresented, shipowners are exceedingly chary of sending vessels to 

this place, and Captain Bishop assured our informant that it was only on Wednesday last that he 

finally made up his mind that he would try what the New Plymouth roadstead was, and see and 



~ 117 ~ 
 
judge for himself. He has done so; his vessel, one of the largest in the New Zealand trade, has 

visited and anchored in the roadstead, and in the short space of six working hours landed 260 

immigrants, together with their effects. So pleased was he with the despatch used in conveying 

the people ashore, that he said he should have no hesitation in coming here in any ordinary 

weather. We trust that Captain Bishop will give a faithful report of the transaction, and that it 

will receive the attention it deserves at the hands of those interested, coming, as it does, from an 

old and much respected trader to New Zealand, and one who is capable of judging of what 

dangers (?) exist in our roadstead. Many of these are imaginary, but those who are well 

acquainted with our shores, say that no weather that we have here could affect a ship as large as 

the 'Avalanche' when properly anchored, and that she could ride out in safety any of our north 

westerly gales. How well an anchor can hold off Now Plymouth was proved last winter, when, 

during a very severe gale the 'Eliza Mary,' a new vessel visiting this port for the first time, rode 

out the storm with only a single anchor. We trust our new Harbour Board will lose no time, but 

push on the works as rapidly as possible, so that the settlement may not suffer by our trade being 

interrupted in this manner. Storekeepers and merchants feel it very much that their goods arrive 

at their destination in safety, but owing to legal formalities they must see them depart, undergo 

further risks, incur fresh expense, and at length return after an indefinite period to be delivered 

to them. Unfortunately, in the present case there is no remedy. We must patiently await the 

erection of the first portion of our harbour, and by that time the Waitara and Wanganui railway 

will, be complete and the facilities then offered for shipping wool and other produce direct from 

New Plymouth, will be sufficient inducement for vessels to enter boldly and trade with us. As 

much wool as would enable a vessel of moderate size to fill up with, can be furnished at the 

present time, were a ready means of transit from the southern end of the Province available our 

only hope for freedom from the annoyances consequent upon such a system as exists at present, 

lies in the speedy construction of the harbour and the less delay experienced in commencing the 

works the better for the whole Province. 
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MILITARY HISTORY WW1 

 

Photo 

Family 

name First names Force War Service #   

 

Ridling  Arthur Army World War I, 

1914-1918 

68018 

 

 

Ridling  Randolph Gordon Army World War I, 

1914-1918 

23927 

 

 

Ridling  Arthur Lawrence 

William 

Army World War I, 

1914-1918 

21891 

 

 

Ridling  Malcolm Leslie Army World War I, 

1914-1918 

23/1792 

 

 

Ridling  Lewis Robert Army World War I, 

1914-1918 

12/2100  

 

 

     
 

 

  

https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record/C108714?n=Ridling&w=World%20War%20I%2C%201914-1918&ordinal=0&from=%2Fwar-memorial%2Fonline-cenotaph%2Fsearch
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record/C78801?n=Ridling&w=World%20War%20I%2C%201914-1918&ordinal=1&from=%2Fwar-memorial%2Fonline-cenotaph%2Fsearch
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record/C76012?n=Ridling&w=World%20War%20I%2C%201914-1918&ordinal=2&from=%2Fwar-memorial%2Fonline-cenotaph%2Fsearch
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record/C59626?n=Ridling&w=World%20War%20I%2C%201914-1918&ordinal=3&from=%2Fwar-memorial%2Fonline-cenotaph%2Fsearch
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record/C53963?n=Ridling&w=World%20War%20I%2C%201914-1918&ordinal=4&from=%2Fwar-memorial%2Fonline-cenotaph%2Fsearch
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ARTHUR RIDLING. WW1 

 

Parents: Robert 1848-1928 and Sarah Jane Ridling 

Arthur was born about: 25 July 1893 

At: Auckland, New Zealand 

He died about: 7 September 1978 

At: Auckland, New Zealand 

Married: No record 

 
Birth… 

 

1893/9468 Ridling Arthur Robert Sarah Jane Robert - 

 
Death… 

 

1978/35651 Ridling Arthur Robert 25 July 1893 

 

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1893%2F9468
https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzdth%26key%3D1978%2F35651
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RANDOLPH GORDON RIDLING. WW1 

 

 

 

 
 

Parents: Andrew and Ellen Ridling  

Randolph was born about: 1888 

At: 

He died about: 1975 

Married: Henrietta Cormack 

At: 

To: 

She was born about: 1893 

At: Lawrence, Otago, New Zealand 

Died about: August 26, 1915 (21-22) 

Otago, New Zealand 
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They had the following children… 

 

Henrietta Ridling (Cormack) 

Birthdate: 1893 

Birthplace: Lawrence, Otago, New 

Zealand 

Death: August 26, 1915 (21-22) 

Otago, New Zealand 

Immediate 

Family: 

Daughter of John 

Cormack and Isabella 

Cormack 

Wife of Randolph Gordon 

Ridling, AM 

Sister of Euphemia 

Cameron; Jane Sutherland 

Willis; Isabella 

Cormack; James 

Cormack and John Cormack 
 

Managed by: Charlene Newport  

Last Updated: January 31, 2017 

View Complete Profile  

Matching family tree profiles for Henrietta Ridling 
view all matches › 

 
Henrietta Ridling (born Cormack) in MyHeritage family trees (Kilmister Web Site) 

 
Henrietta Ridling (born Cormack) in FamilySearch Family Tree 
view all 

Immediate Family 
 

 
 

Randolph Gordon Ridling, AM 

husband 

https://www.geni.com/people/John-Cormack/6000000053662712836
https://www.geni.com/people/John-Cormack/6000000053662712836
https://www.geni.com/people/Isabella-Cormack/6000000053661948322
https://www.geni.com/people/Isabella-Cormack/6000000053661948322
https://www.geni.com/people/Randolph-Ridling-AM/6000000053662040497
https://www.geni.com/people/Randolph-Ridling-AM/6000000053662040497
https://www.geni.com/people/Euphemia-Cameron/6000000053662553981
https://www.geni.com/people/Euphemia-Cameron/6000000053662553981
https://www.geni.com/people/Jane-Willis/6000000053662634886
https://www.geni.com/people/Jane-Willis/6000000053662634886
https://www.geni.com/people/Isabella-Cormack/6000000053662681841
https://www.geni.com/people/Isabella-Cormack/6000000053662681841
https://www.geni.com/people/James-Cormack/6000000053661948451
https://www.geni.com/people/James-Cormack/6000000053661948451
https://www.geni.com/people/John-Cormack/6000000053662267139
https://www.geni.com/people/Charlene-Newport/6000000012935461444
https://www.geni.com/#name=Henrietta%20Ridling%20(Cormack)
https://www.geni.com/fwd/myheritage?profile_id=6000000053662680841&match_type=record&trn=partner_Geni_lo&trp=carousel&src=seo_profile&cmp=carousel&match_status=pending,confirmed
https://www.geni.com/people/Henrietta-Ridling/6000000053662680841
https://www.geni.com/people/Henrietta-Ridling/6000000053662680841
https://www.geni.com/#name=Henrietta%20Ridling%20(Cormack)
https://www.geni.com/people/Randolph-Ridling-AM/6000000053662040497
https://www.geni.com/people/Randolph-Ridling-AM/6000000053662040497
https://www.geni.com/people/Randolph-Ridling-AM/6000000053662040497
https://www.geni.com/people/Randolph-Ridling-AM/6000000053662040497
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Isabella Cormack 

mother 

 
John Cormack 

father 

 
Euphemia Cameron 

sister 

 
Jane Sutherland Willis 

sister 

 
Isabella Cormack 

sister 

 
James Cormack 

brother 

 
John Cormack 

brother 

About Henrietta Ridling 

Reference: MyHeritage Family Trees - SmartCopy: Feb 1 2017, 1:24:35 UTC 

Reference: FamilySearch Family Tree - SmartCopy: Feb 1 2017, 1:27:02 UTC 

view all 

Henrietta Ridling's Timeline 

1893 1893 Birth of Henrietta Ridling 
Lawrence, Otago, New Zealand 

 

1915 August 26, 1915 

Age 22 
Death of Henrietta Ridling 
Otago, New Zealand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.geni.com/people/Isabella-Cormack/6000000053661948322
https://www.geni.com/people/John-Cormack/6000000053662712836
https://www.geni.com/people/Euphemia-Cameron/6000000053662553981
https://www.geni.com/people/Jane-Willis/6000000053662634886
https://www.geni.com/people/Isabella-Cormack/6000000053662681841
https://www.geni.com/people/James-Cormack/6000000053661948451
https://www.geni.com/people/John-Cormack/6000000053662267139
https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-1-176428142-1-15/henrietta-ridling-born-cormack-in-myheritage-family-trees
https://www.geni.com/projects/SmartCopy/18783
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/4:1:L2ZF-CYW
https://www.geni.com/projects/SmartCopy/18783
https://www.geni.com/#name=Henrietta%20Ridling%20(Cormack)
https://www.geni.com/profile/6000000053662680841/events/6000000053662680842
https://www.geni.com/profile/6000000053662680841/events/6000000053662680843
https://www.geni.com/people/Isabella-Cormack/6000000053661948322
https://www.geni.com/people/John-Cormack/6000000053662712836
https://www.geni.com/people/Euphemia-Cameron/6000000053662553981
https://www.geni.com/people/Jane-Willis/6000000053662634886
https://www.geni.com/people/Isabella-Cormack/6000000053662681841
https://www.geni.com/people/James-Cormack/6000000053661948451
https://www.geni.com/people/John-Cormack/6000000053662267139


~ 132 ~ 
 

 

Randolph Gordon Ridling (1888-1975) was born on 17th March 1888 in 

Auckland, New Zealand, one of ten children of Andrew and Ellen Ridling (nee 

Gray). Although he left school at 11, Randolph was offered a scholarship to 

Auckland Grammar School, where he excelled in his studies. He then gained a 

place at Auckland University College, where he qualified as a teacher. He 

married Henrietta, but tragedy struck the couple when she fell terminally ill on 

the eve of the Great War, and Randolph chose to care for her rather than enlist in 

the New Zealand Expeditionary Force. 

  

Soon after her death, he enlisted on 14th December 1915 and was immediately 

promoted to Corporal, and two months later to Sergeant, then taking his 

commission exams, became a Second Lieutenant on 19th May 1916. In October, 

he was part of the New Zealand Rifle Brigade which sailed to the UK to join the 

war effort. They were based at Brocton Camp in Staffordshire. Shortly 

afterwards, they were posted to the Western Front. In 1917, he was severely 

wounded and invalided back to Britain where he would spend the next 16 months 

in and out of hospital recuperating. He was promoted to Lieutenant in April 1918 

back at Brocton Camp and became a bombing instructor. 

  

On 19th April 1918, at Brocton Camp, a recruit under bombing instruction 

dropped a Mills bomb in the throwing bay after pulling the pin out. Lacking the 

presence of mind to escape, Rifleman AJ McCurdy kicked the bomb towards the 

entrance and retreated to the inner end of the bay. Ridling, the bombing officer, 

seeing the man's danger, went to him, seized him by the arm and started to carry 

him out of the bay, but the bomb exploded before he could get clear. McCurdy 

was only slightly hurt thanks to Ridling's action. 

  

Ridling was severely wounded in the groin during the action and was once again 

hospitalised. On recovery he was appointed Assistant Adjutant to the 5th Reserve 

Battalion in addition to his normal duties. In 1919 he was promoted to 

Temporary Captain came with the job of Education Officer in the New Zealand 

Expeditionary Force Education Scheme. He was demobbed in December 1919 

just around the time of the publication in the London Gazette of his Albert Medal 

in Bronze. 
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Randolph chose to continue his education at Queen’s College, Cambridge from 

where he graduated in 1921 and returned to New Zealand. He was then given 

employment by the Department of Education as supervisor in agricultural manual 

and technical work. He married Emily M Shaw who, on the trip out to Australia 

by ship, dropped the name she disliked and was known as Patricia from then on. 

The couple went on to have a daughter, Sheila. 

  

In 1931, Randolph took up the position of Director of Wellington Technical 

College. During his tenure, the school celebrated its 50th anniversary. He 

advocated industrial training methods, including the setting up of correspondence 

courses for those living in remote areas and actively encouraged students to 

remain in education as long as possible. After World War II, apprenticeship 

training was begun as a result of the increased demand for skilled workers. He 

never faltered in his campaign to improve technical education and sought to 

establish close relationships with industry. Sadly, the NZ Government didn’t 

share his vision and he resigned in September 1950. 

  

In 1971, a change in the Royal Warrant gave holders of the Albert and Edward 

Medals the opportunity to exchange them for a George Cross. Randolph chose to 

retain his Albert Medal. In retirement, he enjoyed classical music and cricket. He 

also liked gardening and loved walking by the ocean with his grandchildren. 

Randolph passed away on 13th January 1975 in Wellington. After a private 

service, he was cremated. The family requested that his ashes were scattered in 

the Returned Services Section of the Karori Cemetery, Wellington. 

  

On 8th October 1982, Philip O’Shea (NZ Herald of Arms) presented Randolph’s 

medals including his AM to the Queen Elizabeth II Army Memorial Museum in 

Waiouru on behalf of Sheila Matthews, Randolph’s daughter. 

  

LOCATION OF MEDAL: NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM, WAIOURU, NEW 

ZEALAND. 

BURIAL PLACE: KARORI CEMETERY, AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND. 

(CREMATED) 
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Randolph Gordon Ridling's great nephew John Ridling (grandson of Randolph's 

youngest brother, whose grandfather was also wounded and ended up in the 

Anzac cyclist Corps) has provided additional information on the background of 

the family (as “Ridland” they had left Gravesend in 1847). Randolph was a 

schoolteacher in Auckland when war broke out in 1914. He married in May 1915 

and had volunteered a few months later, shortly after his wife Henrietta had sadly 

passed away. He was quickly promoted to Corporal, then Sergeant Major, and 

eventually became a 2nd Lieutenant in October 1916, when he was sent overseas, 

arriving in France as the NZRB began to settle down in the cold and muddy 

trenches of Flanders. He took over command of C Company, 4th Battalion New 

Zealand Rifle Brigade on 14 February 1917. 

 

Just over a week later the New Zealand Rifle Brigade was moved to the 

Ploegsteert Sector of the Messines Ridge area south east of Ypres, to begin the 

training for the meticulously planned assault unleashed on 7 June that would 

successfully wrestle possession of the Ridge from the Germans (the Cannock 

Chase terrain model of Messines was constructed in cement mortar nearly a year 

AFTER the battle and used to train men about to go over to France and 

Flanders). 

 

The New Zealand Rifle Brigade took over the front line trenches from the British 
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7th Brigade on 22 February 1917, with the 4th Battalion NZRB replacing the 

British troops of the 8th Battalion Loyal North Lancashires and the 3rdBattalion 

Worcesters, the final swap being completed by 11pm that night. During the relief 

the Germans opposite gave the newly arrived New Zealanders a warm welcome 

in the form of a barrage of "minenwerfer" trench mortars. 

 

This was superseded during the night by a general artillery barrage which 

morphed at 6.10am the following morning into a “box barrage” which isolated 

the New Zealanders, preventing them from seeking sanctuary or for 

reinforcements to join them. A German raiding party estimated at around two 

hundred crossed No Man's Land and entered the New Zealand trenches, and 

worked its way southwards along the trench. However, the New Zealanders 

quickly rallied and within five minutes had ejected the Germans using rifles, 

bayonets and bombs. 

 

The brief clash was bloody; the casualty list of men from 4th Battalion New 

Zealand Rifle Brigade makes sobering reading - six killed, twenty wounded and 

three taken prisoner (two stretcher bearers plus the wounded man they were 

treating). One of those wounded was Lieutenant Ridling, shot in the arm. 
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The Albert Medal for Lifesaving was a British medal awarded to 

recognize the saving of life. It has since been replaced by the George 

Cross. ... The medal was named in memory of Prince Albert and 

originally was awarded to recognize saving life at sea. 

Total awarded: Gold award (sea) 25; Bronze a... 

Awarded for: Saving a life 

Status: Replaced by the George Cross in 1971 

Equivalent: George Cross 

 

DATE AND PLACE OF GC ACTION: 19/04/1918 Brocton, Staffordshire. 

  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Cross
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Officers and NCOs at Cannock Chase reserve Centre, 1918 (Lieutenant Ridling front row, 5th 

from right) in one of the photographs obtained by The Chase Project since the end of the excavation 

in October 2013. 

Royal New Zealand Returned and Services' Association: New Zealand official negatives, World War 

1914-1918.  Ref: 1/2-014299-G. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New 

Zealand. http://natlib.govt.nz/records/22700189. 

Permission of the Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand, must be obtained before 

any re-use of this image. 

 

 

 
 

 

Lieutenant Ridling (centre) at Brocton Camp 1918 
 

http://natlib.govt.nz/records/22700189
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MR RIDLING, RETIRING HEAD OF WELLINGTON TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
  

 
 

Date 1950 

Ref 114/209/02-G 

Description 

Painting of Randolph Gordon Ridling, the retiring head of the Wellington Technical College, 

photographed in 1950 by an Evening Post photographer. 

Quantity: 1 b&w original negative(s). 

Physical Description: Dry plate glass negative 3.25 x 4.25 inches 

Access restrictions 

Partly restricted - Please use surrogate in place of original 

Part of 

Evening post (Newspaper. 1865-2002) :Photographic negatives and prints of the Evening Post 

newspaper / Negatives of the Evening Post newspaper 

Format 

1 b&w original negative(s), Negatives, Dry plate negatives, Portraits, Dry plate glass negative 

3.25 x 4.25 inches 

 

 

 

https://natlib.govt.nz/shop/cart_items?item_id=22474374
https://natlib.govt.nz/tapuhi/517875
https://natlib.govt.nz/tapuhi/517875
https://natlib.govt.nz/tapuhi/128397
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Randolph Ridling top left… 

 

 

 

DAVID WHITE/SUNDAY STAR TIMES 

STOLEN CROSSES: Thieves who broke into the Waiouru army museum stole 

Victoria Crosses belonging to some (top left Randolph Gordon Ridling, top 

middle John Gildroy Grant, bottom left Reginald Judson, middle bottom Henry 

John Laurant) but not all Victoria Cross holders, (top right Thomas Cooke, 

bottom right Percy Valentine Storkey). 

A man who stole war medals from Waiouru Army Museum has been jailed for 

11 years. 

The man, who has name suppression, was sentenced to six years in prison for the 

medals heist and sentenced to a further five years in prison for his role in a 

"mind-boggling" array of sophisticated fraud. 

At the Auckland District Court today Judge Hubble said the man had stolen 

"icons of New Zealand culture and history" when he stole the 96 medals. 

Those at today's sentencing included Amanda Upham - the daughter of Victoria 

Cross recipient Charles Upham. 

The man, who carried out the robbery while he was out on bail, stood up in court 

to apologise for his role in the heist. 
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"I apologise to all the servicemen and women, past and present who have served 

this country." 

"I did it for my own personal gain and I sincerely apologise for everything I've 

done," he said. 

Colonel Raymond Seymour, who read a victim impact statement at today's 

sentencing said he was satisfied with the sentence. 

"He did get up in court and openly apologise to all the victims of his crime... I'd 

like to hope he meant it but I think the words were hollow. He is a cruel, 

calculating criminal and one hopes that perhaps with this sentence he will have 

time to reflect on his life and perhaps turn over a new leaf." 

He will not be eligible for parole for seven years. 

The man is currently serving a term of two years, three months' imprisonment, 

due to expire in December. 

 

Another man charged over the war medals theft is due in court next week. 
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ANDREW LAWRENCE WILLIAM RIDLING.WW1 

 

 

Parents: Andrew and Ellen Ridling  

Andrew was born about: 1886 

At: 

he died about: 1938 

Married: 

At: 

To: 

she was born about: 

Died about: 

They had the following children 
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MALCOM LESLIE RIDLING. WW1 AND HOMEGUARD WW2  

 

Parents: Andrew and Ellen Ridling  
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LEWIS ROBERT RIDLING. WW1  

 

Parents: Andrew and Ellen Ridling  

 

1918/1031Margaret Merena Jackson Lewis Robert Ridling Order Product 

 

Lewis was born about: 1890 

At: 

he died about: 1975 

Married: 

At: 

To: 

she was born about: 

Died about: 

They had the following children 

 

 

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzmge%26key%3D1918%2F1031
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(ROBERT) KNOWN AS: JAMES RIDLING. WW1 

 

Parents: Robert and Francis Ridling  

 

James was born about: 12 July 1885 

At: Cox’s Creek, Auckland 

She died about: 

Married: 

At: 

To: 

He was born about: 

Died about: 

They had the following children 

 

1885/9658 Ridling Robert James Frances Robert-Order Product 

 

https://www.bdmhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz/Search/Search?Path=%2FcartRecordSubmit.m%3FReportName%3Dnzbth%26key%3D1885%2F9658
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FURTHER NOTES… 

 
 

  
SEARCH RESULTS FROM HISTORICAL RECORDS 

1-20 of 166 Results for Name: Ridling Birthplace: New Zealand Birth Year (Range): 1890 - 1940 

Number of results to show: 20 50 100 

Export Results 1-20 

NameEventsRelationshipsView 

 

Olive Jane RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1893New  

Zealandfather:Lawrence Ridlingmother:Catherine Winifred RidlingView the record detailsImage is at a  

partner site  

Ellen Catharine RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1896New  

Zealandfather:Andrew Ridlingmother:Ellen RidlingView the record detailsImage is at a partner site  

Winifred Margaret RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1892New  

Zealandfather:Lawrence Ridlingmother:Catherine Winifred RidlingView the record detailsImage is at a  

partner site  

Robert Arthur RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1894New  

Zealandfather:Robert Ridlingmother:Sarah RidlingView the record detailsImage is at a partner site  

David Henry RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1897New  

Zealandfather:Andrew Ridlingmother:Ellen RidlingView the record detailsImage is at a partner site  

Ada Elizabeth RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1891New  

Zealandfather:Robert Ridlingmother:Sarah Jane RidlingView the record detailsImage is at a partner site  

Malcolm Leslie RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1894New  

Zealandfather:Andrew Ridlingmother:Ellen RidlingView the record detailsImage is at a partner site  

Isabel RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1895New  

Zealandfather:Lawrence Ridlingmother:Winifred Kate RidlingView attached tree person(s)View the record  

detailsImage is at a partner site  

Stephen Gray RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1893New  

Zealandfather:Andrew Ridlingmother:Ellen RidlingView the record detailsImage is at a partner site  

Albert Scott RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1891New  

Zealandfather:Andrew Ridlingmother:Ellen RidlingView the record detailsImage is at a partner site  

Lewis Robert RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1890New  

Zealandfather:Andrew Ridlingmother:Helen RidlingView the record detailsImage is at a partner site  
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Arthur Robert RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1893New  

Zealandfather:Robert Ridlingmother:Sarah Jane RidlingView the record detailsImage is at a partner site  

Helen C RidlingPrincipalWashington, Seattle, Passenger Lists, 1890-1957birth:1896N  

Zimmigration:1919Seattle, King, Washington, United StatesView the record detailsView the image  

Ngaio RidlingPrincipalNew York, New York Passenger and Crew Lists, 1909, 1925-1957birth:1929New  

Zealandimmigration:1950New York, New York, United StatesView the record detailsView the image  

Ellen Catherine RidlingBrideBritish Columbia Marriage Registrations, 1859-1932; 1937-

1938birth:1897Auckland, New Zealandmarriage:28 August 1930Vancouver, British Columbia,  

Canadafather:Andrew Ridlingmother:Ellen Grayspouse:Frederick Godfrey Exelother:  

Cornelius Exel, Marie Eva Van Marle  

View the record detailsView the image  

Ellen Catherine RidlingBrideBritish Columbia Marriage Registrations, 1859-1932; 1937-

1938birth:1896Auckland, New Zealandmarriage:14 November 1932Vancouver, British Columbia,  

Canadafather:Andrew Ridlingmother:Ellen Grayspouse:Frederick Godfrey Exelother:  

C Exel, Eva Van Marle  

View the record detailsView the image  

Margaret RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Archives New Zealand, Passenger Lists, 1839-

1973birth:1897immigration:7 March 1938New Zealandemigration:MelbourneView the record detailsView  

the image  

S H RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Archives New Zealand, Passenger Lists, 1839-

1973birth:1926immigration:1949New Zealandemigration:12 November 1949View the record detailsView  

the image  

N RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Archives New Zealand, Passenger Lists, 1839-

1973birth:1930residence:Wellingtonimmigration:2 June 1950New Zealandemigration:2 June  

1950Sydneyother:  

W Laing  

View the record detailsView the image  

Gladys Martha RidlingPrincipalNew Zealand, Civil Records Indexes, 1800-1966birth:1897death:1960New  

Zealand  

 

 

 

 


